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Preface

The intellectual, psychological and historical aspects
of the Sdstmtatwavinimaya and its consequent impor-
tance even today, notwithstanding the subsequent
desertion of its original cause by the author, would be
amply borne out by the following Introduction. No
further apology is therefore needed for publication of
this hitherto hidden work.

In this S'dscratattvavinirzzaya the author appears
mostly on the defensive. However. the Saddarsana-
darpanae, his own post-conversion work, is exactly of the
type of Miss Mayo’s Mother India, putting forth sweep-
ing generslisations against Hindu Religion and Philoso-
phy on the basis of some alleged deficiencies in particu-
lars. The Christian Mission in its anti-Hindu zeal has
naturally given a wide circulation to that work jusi as
the British Conservatives had patronised Miss Mayo’s
work. But while the anti-Indian attitude of the
Churchill group has now almost cooled down with the
dawn of Indianindependence,the Christian missionaries
still. seem to be harping on their old tunes. In his
foreword to the recent 1950 edition of the Saddarfana-
darpans, Rev. P. John of Patna states:—

“aggIATI0 N WFAA BAL.... ... 8T QM £ F g
$i......085% 34 adl @ &9 sgawAs 9eA @R & g4
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2ql § 981 § [aw wo@®y gy gor € & 2a-3w & Wi
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gar & @3 Srar (19 sale SN quar & ga0 A4 IR A
sy & [Zar | 38 99 A & gaiGaE & G99 7 6]
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Thus the new edition of the Saddarfanadarpans has
been flung by the missionaries as a weapon to challenge
the present stray attempts for revival of India’s ancient
culture! Is it nottherefore now proper and opportune
for the world to learn also what this very author had
said in the matter before he embraced Christianity ¢
The alleged divine revelation to which the missionaries
had attributed his sudden change of heart need not
‘engage today’s critics as it was pot paised as genuine
even by his own younger brother and other contempora-
ries (vide the Introduction).
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In respect of this publication, the Institute is mainly
indebted to Sri Bhau saheb Katre of Banaras from
whom two basic MSS of the work have come as presents
to the Institute’s Manuscripts Library and who also
kindly allowed the third MS in his possession to be
utilised i1n the edition. My sincere thanks are also due
to Dr. H. R. Diwekar, Controlling Officer of the Insti-
tute, for his valuable suggestions in my editorial task
and to Pt. Gopi Krishna Shastri, my colleague at the
Institute, for preparing the preliminary Press copy of
the text.

Scindia QOriental Institute,‘L
UJJAIN

Sadashiva L. Katre
7-4-1951. j
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INTRODUCTION

In my paper “Sastratattvavinirnaya: the Work and

its Author’ published in the March

The Work 1942 issue of the New Indian Antiquary!

it has been shown that the Sdstratate-

vaviniruayae is a work by {he well-known Pandit

Nilakantha Sastri Gore alias Father Nehemiah Goreh

(=N') and that it was composed by him about four years

before his conversion by way of refutation of the

doctrines of Christianity and defence of the tenets of

orthodox Hinduism, most probably as a rejoinder to
John Muir's Sanskrit work entitled Matapariksd.

The Sdstratattvavinirnaya consists of 784 anustubh

verses divided into six chapters of

Short Synopsis  varied dimensions. The contents of

each chapter, which can be discerned

grossly from its title noted in the respective colophon,
may be outlined here very briefly.

Chapter 1 opens with the author's obeisances to

God Visnu and to his father Sivarama

Chapter 1 and mother Girija and short prologue
wherein he mentions his own name

( =Nilakantha ) and the title of the present work. Then
the author sets to deal with the question whether the
creed of Christianity is worth accepting or not. In the

1. .NIA, VOI. Iv, NOl 12, Ppo 397“13'
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course of a short discussion he examines the so-called
rational mode of Christian missionaries (adopted in
the Matapartksd) of sifting the divine character or
otherwise of a particular creed and logically dismisses

‘their conclusion that Christianity is a creed of divine
origin.

By way of furnishing an illustration of the
author’s style, the arguments in this
discussion may be noticed here briefly.
The veterans of Christianity lay down
that a creed to prove itself to be of divine origin requir-
es its original promulgator to be endowed with divine
and supernatural powers such as have been observed by
eye-witnesses, have been successfully tested by adver-
saries and have been recorded by contemporary authors
in their works; and they force the conclusion that
their own religion is of divine origin since it satisfies
all these requirements. However, our author denies a
logical validity to the conclusion on the ground that no
part of the premises can be established logically. How
can we in the present age decide that Jesus Christ who
flourished centuries ago was really endowed with divine
and supernatural powers ? The statement that the
so-called powers in the prophet had been marked by
eye-witnesses and had beeit successfully tested by his
adversaries cannot be accepted except on the evidence
of the myths recorded in the New Testament. Are we
to accept everything in that scripture as true ¢ If that
be the case, where lies the necessity even of the
testimony of those myths since the desired conclusion
can be dictated straight by the direct statements to the

Sperimen  of the
Author’s Arguments
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effect in the seripture ? Cannot a seripture bent on false-
ly assigninz a divins origin to its creed invent unreal
and imaginary myths and counter-myths to support its
statements ? The argument that the events of the myths
had been recorded simultaneously with their occurrence,
too, cannot be pressed too far. How are we tc ascertain
that the so-called observers observed scientifically and
recorded truly the prophet’s miraculous feats, unless
we rely blindly on the statements of the scripture
itself ? Why are the chances of misconception or
mis-statement denied only in the case of these recorders
and not in that of the other contemporaries who to the
last did not incur any faith in the prophet’s so-called
powers and capacities ? Even today we find several wise
and learned men readily accepting as real various
mysterious myths which, as a matter of fact, are unreal
in themselves and are coined only freshly, but that does
not go to prove that the myths are real To say that
the creed is of divine origin because others accepted it
even at the cost of several hardships and sacrifices is
no argument: We find that people are prepared to
undergo hardships and make sacrifices even for a fruit
that has no direct testimony for its existence, simply
due to their faith in it. Vide, for instance, the case of
people committing suicide at Allahabad (with a view
to attaining salvation or desired birth subsequently).

In Chapter 2 the author refutes' the Christian
missionaries’ argument that Hindu

Chapter 2 systems of Philosophy are false
inasmuch as they contradict each

" 1. Vide also the author’s own explanatory note on II. 14.



iv INTRODUC LION

other and abound in flaws. His main point is that the
Heaven’s sense as embodied in the Hindu Sastras is
very deep and generally incomprehensible and it cannot
be dismissed simply hecause ignorant or inconversant
people find fault with it. He then shows that far more
_serious flaws are found plentifully in the Bible which
he logically proves to be a work of purely human
composition. He finds fault with the treatment in the
Bible of a number of problems, e. g., necessity of belief
in Christ’s divine powers as the only means of salvation,
the fate of non-believers and ignorant persons after
death, blind and other sorts of erippled persons being
restored to their eyesight and other respective senses
by Christ simply due to their faith in him!, non-eternal
character of soul and non-recognition of past and future
life and action, Christian conception of God, God’s
creation of the world and worldly beings and the mode,
motives, ete. relating to the same, His conferment on
men of intellect and freedom of will and action which
often lead them astray and prove impediments in their
way of Dbliss, thereby contradicting the conception of
God as all-knowing, all-compassionate, ete., the cause
and purpose of human suffering, punishment to sinners
and non-believers, the Satan’s evil operations on human
mind, advent of sin and evil on the earth and absence
thereof in the heaven, conception of salvation as
enjoyment of celestial pleasures, mnon-recognition of
salvation etec. in the case of birds and beasts, ete., ete.,
and demonstrates logically how rationality really goes
with Hindu Metaphysics and not with Christian Meta-

1. CE. St. Matthew 9, 17, etc.. St. Mark 5, 7, 8. ete., ete.
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physics. He does not fail to remark that the Bible pas-
sages discussed by him are selected simply by way of
illustration and that, strictly speaking, not a single
passage in that scripture is logically free from flaws.

In Chapter 3 the author states that genuine scrip-
tures relating to God or deriving their

Chapter 3 origin from God are generally pre-
gnant with deep sense and hence in-

comprehensible to human intellect in their entirety.
The Hindu scriptures ( viz. the Srutis, the Smrtis, the
Puranas, the Darsanas, etc.) are of the same type and
one should not indulge in finding fault with them, for,
human reason in itself is quite incompetent to judge
them. One must view with faith alone the myths
recorded and the rites prescribed therein and must not
question their merit, propriety or authenticity. It is not
possible for a layman to discern exactly the Almighty’s
object behind performing some mysterious feat or
promulgating a particular religious code with a view to
human welfare. In the case of the Bible, too, the charge
of improbability can be levied against several myths.
e. g. the dialogue between Eve and the serpent’; mutual
inconsistency is found in several passages, e. g. narra-
tions of various genealogies, etc.; unscientific treatment
is met with at many places, e. g. attribution of the
feature of revolution or rotation to the Sun? etc. The
reason why the dubious passages are not so numerous
in the Bible as in 1the Puranas is that its bulk as also its
number of myths is extremely small. All the divine

1. Genesis 3.
2. Vide the author’s own note on [11. 6
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seriptures, notwithstanding the difference in their treat-
ments, unanimously aim at enhancing men’s addiction
to God. It cannot be that salvation is attainable only
by the mode prescribed in the Bible; in fact, God is
equally concerned with the weal of all countries and
nations, whether Christian or non-Christian. The Chris-
tians are at liberty to place their faith on their own
scriptures but they have no business to condemn the
Hindu seriptures which can be understood truly only
when the original sense and spirit behind them are
grasped. It is in the fitness of things that secriptures
dealing with God who is Himself undefinable should be
of a very serious character and consequently unintelligi-
ble to ordinary persons. In fact, they become quite
intelligible and marked with logical sequence when they
are perused by enlightened persons with faith and in
the light of their original sense and spirit. On the other
hand, the Christian seriptures relating to God are evi-
dently not divine as they are quite easy to grasp and
reveal the raw intellect of their obviously human
authors.

The author then alludes again to the deficiencies
in Christian Metaphysics and Theology and defends the
Hindu customs of idol-worship and utterance of God’s
name. Further on, however, he says that it may be that
God originally published His own Philosophy in its
entirety and true form in India which was full of
enlightened people and later on imparted in the Chris-
tian and Islamic countries only such part-true forms
of His worship as could be picked up by their less
intelligent inhabitants. Finally he appeals to the ap-
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tagonists of Hinduism to peruse the Hindu scriptures
with faith alone whence all doubts and misgivings
concerning them would surely disperse.

Chapter 4 is devoted mainly to show in detail how
Sraddha (=faith) alone is essential in

Chapter 4 dealing with religious scriptures and
how Tarka (=wordly and conjectural

reasoning ) is quite foreign to that field. The author
shows elaborately and with the help of illustrations
how arguments after arguments would rise up in a
limitless manner, and religion, along with all its envi-
ronments, viz. God, divine worship and other rites, the
heaven and the hell, etec., would lose itself into nothing-
‘ness as soon as one resorts to Tarka which, though
itself based on no other footing than the fickle and
fallible human intellect, strikes at the very root of
religion. However, the author says in agreement with
Manu, it is not improper to employ Tarka concurrently
with the Vedas and the Sastras with the object of gain-
ing proficiency in religion and in matters concerning it.
Finally the author remarks that wise Hindus cannot
relax their faith on their age-long religion although
ignorant missionaries relying solely on Tarka raise grave
issues against it and he appeals to his co-religionists
longing for their own well-being to continue unham-
pered their implicit faith in their own scriptures, which
by all means are the best of their kind in: the world.
In Chapter 5 the author says he would put forth

(in the next chapter) his lines of’

Chapter 5 reasoning (=upapattls) to justify such,
matters of Hindu- Sastras as though
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quite valid are difficult to explain. However, the
scriptures are themselves a self-evident proof and
are not in the least dependent on reasoning for their
establishment. In fact, reasoning exists for the secrip-
tures and not the scriptures for reasoning'. One must
take for granted their entire statements and employ
reasoning only to establish them and not to refute
them. Nothing of religion can be established if religious
seriptures are made to depend on pure reasoning, but
once their self-validity is accepted primarily, harmoni-
ous reasoning may be profitably employed with the
help of illustrations ete. to justify various matters
concerning religion. As regards his proposed lines of
reasoning to justify a few apparently dubious matters
in the Hindu seriptures, the author says that they are
presented by him because they appeared appropriate to
his mind and not because they are final in their own
form. In case some of them are found to be faulty, in-
telligent persons should replace them with others more
appropriate and faultless but should not use them as a
means to condemn the scriptures themselves on their
account.

Chapter 6 is the lengthiest and is divided into
two halves.

In the first half the author puts forth his promis-
ed solutions of a number of dubious
and vexed problems pertaining to or-
thodox Hinduism. The more impor-

Chapter 6:
First Half

1. Vide V. 82-53, etc. wherein the author shows, by way of illustraiion.
how several passages in the Bible, too, would have to be dismissed if they

are put to pure logical test. ®
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tant of the solutions are briefly as follows:— (i) As to
why there is such a large host of Hindu schools of
thought contradicting each other and bewildering the
seekers of truth, the author says that there is, in fact,
no real conflict among them as regards the final aim.
All the schools unanimously hold that the correct and
accurate knowledge of the Supreme Self is the only
means of salvation. Of course, it is mainly the Vedanta
system that imparts that knowledge in its true and
exact form. Still, other schools and systems (Sankhya,
Nyaya, Saivism, Vaisnavism, etc.) were created by the
Almighty for the benefit of persons of inferior quali-
fications, talents and tastes that are unable to pick up
or follow the lore of Vedanta. These secondary schools
and systems lead their followers by various paths;
roundabout though easier, thereby improve their quali-
fications etc. and thus render them fit and competent
enough for the acquisition of perfect knowledge as im-
parted by the Vedanta. Thus all these schools and sys-
tems, passing by different and mutually opposed roads,
ultimately reach the same goal as the Vedanta, though
after considerable delay. Since their mutual conflict is
finally resolved into nought and since men can without
any difficulty take recourse to any one of them suited
to their qualifications ete., no harm as such accrues to
Hinduism on their account. (ii) As to the exclusive
exaltations of particular deities in the various sectarian
systems, the author says that all through these one and
the same God is dealt with under the garb of various
distinguishing attributes, of different choices but really
having no concern with, or effection, God Himself. It-
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1s an established practice of the wise to take recourse
to unreal descriptions (as in the case of stating that
the moon is on the branch of a tree or on the top of a
mansion ) for explaining subtle matters, and hence their
employment cannot render the divine Hindu systems
human or false. (iii) As regards the deviations in the
narrations of myths in the various Puranas ete., the
author says that they are due either to Kalpabheda or
to Arthavada. Many a time the so-called conflict in the
passages is only apparent and it disappears as soon as
the veiled sense in the passages is grasped with the help
of logic. (iv) Answering the charge that the various
Vedie works differ with each other from the point of
view of language and style, the author says that he finds
the_ language and style to be one and the same through
all the Vedic Samhitis, Brahmanas and Upanisads,
except in the case of a few Atharvan Upanisads' which
are obviously not genuine. If the language and style
of the Sammhitds and the Brahmanas appear sometimes
to sound different from those of the Upanisads, it is
due to their subject, and not their authorship. being
different. If a scholar were to write a work on Vya-
karana and another work on Nyaya. the style, though
his own, would seem to differ in each case. (V) The
allusions in the Hindu divine scriptures to compara-
tively late events are obviously du€ to the all-knowing
and all-foreseeing character of their author viz. God
and to the ever-rotating character of the cycle of world-
ly events. (vi) Prayers, oblations, etc., though addressed
or offered to minor Deities (e. g., Indra, Agni, ete.}, all

1. The author probably has in his mind the popular Upanisads like
the Ganapatyatharvasirsa, etc.
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ultimately reach the Supreme (God (viz. Visnu), who
pleased at their merits, has appointed them to function
as His esteemed agents in the ritualistic worships.
(vii) The charges levied by critics against Krsna's cha-
racter as God are refuted. There could have been no
immoral motive behind Krsna’s sports with the Gopis
in his boyhood, and the Puranic stories relating those
sports are found invariably to promote pious devotion
and not immoral practices among people. Moreover,
Krsna never indulged in those sports after he was in-
vested with the sacred thread, whenceforth his entire
activities were directed towards the propagation of
Dharma alone. The statements in the Visnupurana ete
that Krsna was only a partial incarnation of Supreme
(God, ete. are not meant to be taken literally. (viil) The
measurements of Akasa. Prthyvi. ete. recorded in the
Puaranas are not to be taken in their literal sense. They
only mean that the Creator of those huge substances
who is the main theme of the Puranas is immeasurably
huge. (ix) The caste-system laid down in the Sistras is
not faulty or irrational. Persons. as a result of their
zood or evil deeds in the past lives, come. reasonably
enough. to be born in their subsequent lives as Bri-
hmanas. Ksatrivas. Vai¢vas or Sadras. (x) The non-
Vedic Smrtis have been purposely created by the Al-
mighty to be imposed. by way of punishment. on per-
sons of base tastes and vile temperaments who are
easily deluded into the snare. Pious and enlightened
minds. however. discard or evade them. atonce detecting
the Almighty’'s motive behind creating them.
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In the second half the authior furnishes a brief,
Chapter 6 yet lucid and vivid, exposition! of
Second Half the (Advaita) Vedanta Philosophy and

demonstrates logically and with the
help of illustrations how the entire structare of that
divine system is built on a most rational and unshakable
foundation.

In both the halves of Chapter 6, as elsewhere,
the author incidentally points out several deficient
passages in the Christian Philosophy? and tries to prove
on comparison how the corresponding treatment in the
Vedanta and other Hindu Darfanas alone is tenable.
He concludes after making an appropriate eulogy of
Hindua Religion and its seriptures and noting the date
(Saka 1766=c. 1844-45 A. C.) and place ( Kasi=Banaras)
of his composition of the work.

The S*c‘z.stratattvavinirzzaya 1s thus a work by a

. , talented Banaras Pandit of much
Brisf Review . .

of the Work religious zeal who had not only mas-

tered the orthodox Hindu systems of

Philosophy and other branches of learning but had also

studied closely and critically the Old and New Testaments

of the Bible and had aiso acquainted himself with the

elements of modern sciences as current in his time.

His excellent command over Sanskrit® is displayed

1. Vide also the author’s own explanatory note on VIb. 158.

2. Vide VIa. 153ff., 184F., VIb. 281f,, 86fF., 911f., 104ff.,, 1411, etc.

3. The fact shat the author was then only a youth 6f nineteen adds fur-
ther significance to this featare.
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abundantly in the work and his thorough grasp of the
Hindu Sastras, especially the Advaita Vedinta and
Nvayva-Vaisesika systems, is marvellous. His style.
though occasionally marked with rhetorical repetitions.
is fluent and lucid and his treatment vivid and elegant.
Although he generally treads the stock path of old-type
Pandits, his lines of arguments and counter-arguments
are tolerably critical and one can easily follow them as
he very often makes use of appropriate illustrations to
explain his points. Numerous passages like—

A gFISAANRII AT, TITAHL; |

HETFANAL FeqH JHT A || (L. 2),

AFLT aRor A N, GFieqar: |

qiFar g9 (3 sy OF g @AFT: W1V, 56 ),
qERsgRA WA AXH AFSAET |

gETRAGFIT AT ATETL: || (VI a. 202,
gIRTFAAAS @Y ALFASAT |

FEHEIIINT FE 3T &TC ) (VI b 159 ),
gralen|d Wy 4 JAA SgIFAL: |

T FRFTE A [@F8E TTN (VI b. 179 ), ete.

reveal that the author was sorely distressed in his
heart at the migrations of his co-religionists into the
fold of Christianity as the result of strenuous anti-
Hindu preachings of Christian missionaries, supple-
mented by their own ignorance, and that he wrote the
present work as a genuine measure to put a check to
that sort of affairs. It will have to be granted that
herein the author has at his own inspiration made and
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put on lasting record a strong rationalistic case for
Hinduism against Christianity.

However, our knowledge regarding the author
_ and his environments would remain
f:‘t::':f ,i’;;:ge awfully incomplete if it stopped only
with what the Sastratattvaviniraaya
states or suggests in the matter, for, N is known to
have revolted against himself and to have, only
four vears later, actually embraced Christianity to
prove a most formidable antagonist to his original tfaith
for the rest of his life ! The following hrief account of
N is based on a short Hindi biographv of N* published
by the Christian Literature Society for 1ndia, on other
published sources. and also on some divergent details
gathered by me personally from some descendants of
bis ex-relations and other conversant persons at Bana-
‘a3 and other places.

N was born on 8. 2. 1823 in a Citpavana Brahmana
family of Maharistra surnamed Gore
that had migrated first to Bundel-
khand and later on to Banaras, His
father Sivarama Pant Gore was one of the five sons of
Dinakara Pant Gore who was a retired Dewan of
Nawab Ali Bahadur of Banda. Many other members

His Farlier
Career

1. Life of Father Goreh—ufdgq HAlS6S ;IGN &1 Sfigd Fara, 2nd
edition, Allahabad, 1927. Late Rev. A. Russel Graham of the Canadian
Mission, Ujjain, took the pains of kindly procuring a copy of this book for
mwe in 1941. I have shown in my paper in the NIA that the reckoning of

time as also the recording of dates in this biograply is sometimes inaccu-
rate or gross. -
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of this Gove family, too, previously or subsequently
held high offices under rulers of various small states in
Bundelkhand including the Peshwas of Chitrakot who
were interned at Bareilly after the Mutiny of 1:57. N's
mother Girija Bai, too, hailed from an aristocratic
Citpavana family surnamed Damle holding a small jagir
at Kadgipura in Bundelkhand. N was invested with
sacred thread ¢, 1833 and since then he began to per-
form with ardent devotion the rites and worships
ordained for Brahmanas. C, 1837 he was married to his
first wife Parvati Bai who, however, died after a few
months. He had to lead subsequent six or seven years
as a voung widower until in 1844' he married his
second wife Laksmi Bai. He began his studies in Veda
and Sanskrit in his very childhood and as a very shining
student attained proficiency in Vyakarana. Ny iya-Vai-
sesika, Vedanta and other Darsanas and in other bran-
ches of oriental learning, too. at an early age. He also
simultaneously picked up English. Urdu and Bengali.
besides, of course, Maratht and Hindi. and versed him-
self in the available important literatures of all those
languages. For some reasons he disapproved of the
Deity? that was hereditarily worshipped in the family

1. It appears that N's second marriage took place in this year after
he had commenced the composition of the Sasirafattvavinirmaya since

therein we meet passages like II. 111, (ﬂﬁ?ﬂl;‘llﬁ'i 3;@ G%‘N[ma‘qn%-
Fq | ARREREUE FIAQN [0 || 9557 & & Sis a awraa
ragfa | (ﬁ%‘ll’ﬁﬂﬁ“ qr g ﬂﬂfﬂfg:@ﬂﬁ'& I etc.) speaking indirecte
ly for the author’s state of bereavement at that time.

2, The Hindi biography mentions Mahadeva or Siva to be N's old
family-deity. However, all the present members of this Gore family say
that their hereditary family-deity is Bhairava-Jogeivari
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and himself became a staunch devotee of God Visnu?!
in supersession of that Deity. This aroused adverse
eriticism aniong his acquaintances, some of whom went
so far as to forecast that N would convert himself into
a Christian some day ! -

The Christian Mission of Great Britain was allow-
, ed to land on the soil of British
Company Govern- 1p4ia only about the first decade of
ment and Christian . ‘
Maission the nineteenth century. But since then
within a very short period it spread
the network of its multifarious activities throughout
the country. The authorities of the East India Company
that had gradually swallowed the various parts of
India one after another by 1818 were now finding it
hard to digest them calmly on account of their religious,
social, lingwistic and other sorts of foreignism to the
country, mutual differences in all these respects pre-
vailing among people of different provinces and obs-
tinacy of members of government service, especially of
military service, drawn from the two major commu-
nities against obeying new laws and orders violating
their age-long religious customs and practices. The
Company therefore decided to put an end to the
nationalistic individuality of the Indian people and
generate among them attachment to Britain and the
British by adopting all possible measures, many of
which were incompatible with the Company’s previous
policy of non-intervention in religious and social affairs
of the subjects. Thus, in supersession of all the Indian

1. Cf 1.1,8, VIa. 136ff, VIb, 165, etc., which hear testimony to N’s
close attachment to Visaa or Krena,
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languages, English was now adopted as the Court lang-
uage and medium of instruction for the whole of India.
Laws striking at the religious beliefs and social customs
of the major Indian communities were enacted one
after another with the main aim of tightening the
British grip of India, though declaredly for the welfare
of the Indians, and they were enforced everywhere
with all strictness. The new rulers now also felt that
their task ahead would be rendered considerably easier
if the two major religions of India were forthwith
uprooted and replaced by their own faith, viz., Chris-
tianity. Enthusiastic co-operation in respect of steps
in this direction naturally came from the missionaries,
who were at this juncture extremely elated at their
kinsmen’s late sweeping successes in Christianising the

ignorant aboriginal masses of the Continents of Africa
and America.

Steps were accordingly commenced per a cleverly
drawn semi-secret plan which notonly
involved country-wide preaching pro-
paganda, fair or foul, by the miss-
ionaries but also meant to take full advantage of social
splits and loopholes, conventions and prejudices based
on superstition, and weaknesses of reason and sentiment
prevailing among the Hindus and the Mohammedans,
especially the former. All State aid to temples and
mosques was stopped abruptly and huge funds from
the State Exchequer were showered on churches and
their bishops. High social status, State employment on
high salaries, and otlher sorts of social and pecuniary
attractions were allowed to be associated with conver-

Plan to Christia-
nise India
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sions of Hindus and Mohammedans into Christians. In
the case of disputes of converted persons with their
unconverted kinsmen in matters of estates. wives,
children, ete., the government usually sided with the
former and managed to frame necessary fresh laws to
suit its convenience in this respect. Clergymen were
employed to attract street people in civil areas and to
keep engaged during idle hours the illiterate sepoys in
military lines with their sermons and lectures praising
Christ and his religion and abusing Hinduism and Islam
and their deities, prophets, etc. Numerous missionaries
were also recruited to the high posts of military
colonels and commanders and they freely carried on
their conversion propaganda among Indian soldiers
almost undetected. Parties were occasionally arranged
in military barracks at the close of which the miss-
ionary commanders or clergymen used to step in to
disclose the prohibited nature of the dinner items and
on that account to declare all the Indian partakers to
have been Christianised. Deliberate use of cow and pig
fat in the notorious new cartridges, along with order
to bite off their greasy portion with teeth instead of
tearing it away with hands as previously, ultimately
leading to the Sepoys’ Mutiny of 1857, was one of the
last secret steps taken by the rulers in this direction.

Most of the government share in the execution of
this plan was supposed to be secret
and when vehement criticism ap-
peared, the rulers used to rush forth to
disown government participation-or at least to deny the
alleged evil motives behind the action criticised. For

Evidence for
Rulers’ Motives
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several years even the use of cow and pig fat in the
1857 cartridges, nothing less than the suspected motives
behind it, was flatly denied by the rulers, but late
research of old records has now actually produced the
contractors’ agreements, tenders and bills in respect of
supplies of both sorts of fat to the Dum-Dum factory.
The government’s intentions in these respects have
sometimes abruptly leaked out through the tongues and
pens of some topmost authorities Thus Macaulay, who
had a great hand in the framing of a major portion of
the government scheme in this respect and was there-
fore well aware of the rulers’ motives behind it, wrote
in 1836 : “It is my firm belief that, if our plan of edu-
cation is followed up, there wouid not be a single ido-
lator in Bengal thirty years hence.””* Mangles, the
Chairman of the Directors of the East India Company,
said in the House of Commons in 1857: “Providence
has entrusted the extensive empire of Hindusthan to
England in order that the banner of Christ should
wave triumphant from one end of India to the other.
Everyone must exert all his strength that there may
be no dilatoriness on any acecount in continuing in the
country the grand work of making all India Christian.”
Some colonels and commanders declared even through
newspapers that they had entered the army with the
express purpose and object of destroying the Sepoy’s
religion. The Commander of Bengal Infantry wrote in
a Government Report that he had been continuing

1. Macaulay’s letter to his mother dated October 12, 1836. These
guotations along with several additional pertinent details would be found
culled together in V. D. Savarkar’s The Indian War of Independence
(Bombay, 1947), Pp. 53-66, and in several other recent works dealing with
the causes of the Mutiny of 1857.
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uninterruptedly for twenty-eight years the policy of
Christianising the military and that it was a part of
his military duty to save the souls of heathens from
Satan ! However, as a result of the events of 1857, the
government itself and its policy pertaining to religious
and social matters of the Indians and its association
with the missionaries’ activities underwent considera-
ble modification amounting almost to State neutrality
in religious affairs of the subjects.

When N was in his teens, the streets and ghats of
Banaras had already been accustomed
to resound with the missionaries’
harangues showering poisonous abuse
on Hinduism and its deities Rama, Krsna, Siva, etc.,
beside their very temples The harangues, of course,
caused headache to the Hindus generally, but usually
were not challenged or controverted on the spot by
literate residents either out of indifference or fear lest
they should offend the missionaries’ patrons, viz., foreign
rulers. The sensitive heart of N, however, refused to
keep silent and he set forth to challenge the mission-
aries and refute their anti-Hindu preachings. In the
course of these movements, he ultimately met Father
Smith, the then chief of the missionaries at Banaras,
and commenced critical discussions with him on some
obviously weak points of Christian Metaphysics. The
discussions continued for several days and months and
always terminated with a wordly victory for N. Smith,
finding himself unable logically to stand N’s critical
challenges in all those meetings, ultimately used to
remark that the Old and the New Testament of the

Reaction on the
Author
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Holy Bible were meant to be perused not critically
but in a strain of faith.

Even subsequently N continued to meet Smith

c .. very often. In one of these meetings,
omposition of .

this Work early in 1814, Smith presented to

him a copy of John Muir’s Matapariksa.

N went through this Matapariksa closely, prepared

in a few months his Sanskrit refutation of the same,

which is in all likelihood this very Sastratattvavinirnaya,

and handed over its final MS to Smith for being for-

warded to John Muir. Whether the MS. ever reached
John Muir is not known.

Smith, like some other Fathers of his generation
imported in India, was indeed a practi-
cal psychologist. Very soon he dis-
covered to himself that N was just the type of Indian the
Christian Mission in India needed very badly to attract
higher class Hindus into its fold. He {herefore en-
couraged N to repeat his visits often and again, not-
withstanding the wordly defeats he himself had to
suffer in their course, and ere long succeeded in entrapp-
ing the fish in his net. In a few months N was
completely mesmerised by the Father's sweet and charm-
ing manners and most cordial and attractive surround-
ings, which at once stood in marked contrast with the
stern and dull atmosphere prevailing at his home and
that of jealousy and selfishness prevailing in his
society. Notice or reports of dedicatory carriers of the
European missionaries attending on poverty-stricken
or forlorn people suffering from abhorrent infectious

The Author Mesmerised
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diseases and epidemics, too, added immensely to this
mesmerism. N began to feel extremely uneasy when
away from Smith and his surroundings. Smith also
used to take him to the Collector and other Englishmen
of Banaras, who in the course of their talks, while
ealozising Christianity and its rites, also used to point
out that the Christian Mission offered much more scope
for N’s brilliance and acquisitions than the Pandit
society of Banaras which contained numerous rival
candidates with equal or superior acquisitions. What-
ever be the real cause, by ¢ 1847 N completely surrend-
ered his Hindu reason to Smith and began to utter
publicly that Hinduism was all folly and ignorance aud
Christianity alone was the true and divine faith, not-
withstanding all that he himself had said and written
previously ! After some time he made no secret of it
that he was soon going to get himself actually baptised.
This sudden and radical change of mind was attributed
by the Sastrin and the missionaries to a m®ystic divine
revelation said to have occurred to him lately through
amental restlessness which ceased only when hedecided
upon his conversion !

N’s aged father, uncle and all other relations and
acquaintances tried their utmost for a
year to dissuade N from this departure,
but failed. In the face of extreme
opposition and hostile demonstrations both infamily and
in society, Nilakantha Sistri Gore got himself baptized
on 14. 3. 18 8 in the church at Jaunpur near Banaras
and received the new name Rev. Nehemiah Goreh. The
venue of the baptizm ceremony was fixed at Jaunpur

The Awuthor's

Conversion
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instead of at Banaras under advice of the Colleetor of
Banaras and Smith, who had at that time proceeded to
England on short leave, with a view to evading further
delay and untoward incidents. When in 1849 N returned
to Banaras after spending about a year at Jaunpur, the
Collector along with other Englishmen and Indian
Christians went forth to accord a warm reception to N.

To his society N was a closed chapter since the

Fates of his Father day of his baptism. His family.actu-
and Wifs ally performed the ghatas\pho_ta rite to
formally break its link with him. The

entire affair was a terrible shock to his father, who
since then abdicated all worldly contacts, left Banaras
for other places of pilgrimage and ultimately died at
Hardwar in 1861. Before he left Banaras, he had been
preached upon many times by N to embrace Christianity.

N’s wife Laksmi Bai has a still more woeful story
to tell. She was quite opposed to N’s conversion and.
though a girl of fourteen, had exerted her mite to
prevent N from acting per his resolve. Subsequently,
she was living mostly at her father’s house which, tco,
was at Banaras. N, on his return from Jaunpur, sent
repeated callsto her to join him at his new resi-
dence, but she persistently refused. Then he tried
through a law court, but failed. The Collector of
Banaras one day took N along with some English miss-
ionaries to her residence and tried to prevail upon her
parents to agree to the reunion, but to no purpose. In
the presence of all those Englishmen, Laksmi Bai
vehemently rebuked N for what he had done and refu-
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sed to stoop so low astorejoin him now. Then after some
time at the Collector’s private advice N and his party
took recourse to a very strange and perfedious device.
They took out a quick procession with music band
consisting of over twenty English missionaries and
Indian Christians with N garlanded seated in a palan-
quin. The procession after crossing all the distance
halted before the house of N’s father-in-law. While
the elderly male members of the house were away,
some members of the procession at N’s instance made
a surprise raid inside. Laksmi Bai, who was busy with
her grinding wheel on the third storey, was captured
unawares by them, who, to put down her religious
sentiment once for all, spat on her person and dragged
her downstairs to be seated beside N in the palanquin.
The procession then made a hasty return march meeting
with little resistance in the way especially as the
Collector had picketed police constables to avert any
serious clash in the streets. As soon as the procession
reached back N’s residence, Laksmi Bai’s father rushed
forth along with some companions to protest and take
her back. Laksmi Bai who had been frightened to
dumbness soon grew conscious of the situation and
under the circumstances declined to go back with her
father. Her father’s subsequent petition in the matter,
too, was dismissed by the Collector at his court held on
a delayed date at his own bungalow where she, sur-
rounded by N and the whole party of English miss-
ionaries and Indian Christians, stated that she would
not desert N any more. She then lived with N and in
about a year gave birth to a daughter. However, she
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still refused to embrace Christianity and all the while
evaded N’s insistence for the same. Ultimately N got
her forcibly baptised on 1.12.1853! This forcible bapti-
zation, even more than her treacherous seizure from
her father’s home, so much shocked her that she did

not survive it even by three days and breathed her last
on 3.1,21853

Now to turn to the main theme. From the day of
his conversion N dedicated himself
exclusively to the cause of propaga-
tion of Christianity in India and
spent the remaining forty-seven years
of his life in preaching, most zealously and in variouns
capacities, for Christianity and against Hinduism and
other faiths. His missionary activities were not confined
to one place but lay at Banaras, Bombay, Poona, Mau,
Indore, Ahmednagar, Kanpur, Calcutta, Jubbulpore,
Nagpur, Chanda, Ranchi, Panchahaud, Pandharpur,
Sholapur, Delhi, Amritsar, Dehra-Dun, etec., ete., in an
age when many of those widely distant places of the
country were not connected with each other by rail-
ways. He also crossed swords on behalf of Christianity"
with promulgators of new Indian faiths like Dayananda
Sarasvati of the Arya-Samaja, Keshava Chandra Sen of
the Brahmo-Samaja, several leaders of the Prarthana-
Samaja, etc. In the early years, the fact that N prior 10
his conversion belonged to the learned Pandit society
of Banaras immensely enhanced the attraction of his

His Unique Ser
vices to Christian
Mission

1. All these dates are taken from the Hindi biography and they
indirectly confirm the story of the tragic demise of Laksmi Bai and other
details gathered from various well-informed aged persons of Banaras and
other places.
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elaborate propagandistic sermons wherein he used to
stress loudly that it had been divinely revealed to him
that Christianity was the only true religion and it was
opportune for all Indians, with a view to saving them-
selves from the Heaven’s fury, to discard their mislead-
ing religions, Hinduism, Islam, etc., and embrace the
true divine religion, now that it had arrived in India.
In response to his learned preachings, not only several
thousand illiterate or common Hindus, but also many
eminent persons of learning and culture like Pandita
Rama Bai of Poona, Pandit Kharag Singh of the
Panjab, ete., as also some learned Maulvis, Parsis,
Israels, ete. got themselves converted to Christianity.
By his constant studies he added immensely to his
knowledge of Western Philosophy, especiallv as he had
cained proficiency lately also in Greek. Latin and
Hebrew.

However, in a few years his preachings ceased
attracting cultured Hindus to the
banner of Christ due to vigorous coun-
ter-propaganda started by new reform-
ist Schools like the Arya-Samaja and strenuous in-
tellectual resistance offered by new rationalists. social
reformers and progressive leaders of the orthodox
Hindu community. Among the last-mentioned one=x.
special mention should be made of Krsna Sastri Chip-
lunkar' of Poona who ably vanquished N in a series of

Attraction

Vanishes

1. Vide ; g-iwri[ra’"[ Fﬂ"ﬁ{ﬂﬁi( qi% I prefixed to the Marachi
translation of the .1rabian Nights' Enfertainment® 3J[{H| N[NATS g4 g

FacwnTw M ( Poona, 1927 edition), Pp. 3-4.
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léarned and rational public debates and took great
pains to impress upon discontented Hindu yoath thac
N'’s alleged divine revelations were nothing but ill-con-
ceived reports or propagandistic gossips, that con:
version would in no way mend their spiritual or mate-
vial affairs, that Hinduism was in reality an all-embrac-
ing and progressive religion and that in respect of its
present weaknesses ete. recourse should be had to re-
form rather than to abdication. Govinda Rao Gore, N's
own younger brother, too, proved more than a match
to him in this respeet to the end of his life. He had
sincerely promised {0 N that he would become a Chri-
stian as soon as it was solidly proved to him that the
Christian views of men’s freedom of will and action,
God’s knowledge of the future, etc. were not inconsis-
tent with each other'. For over twenty years N strained
his every nerve to demonstrate to him the tenability of
the Christian views, but failed as Govinda Rao contro-.
verted logically N’s all arguments and refused to em-
ploy blind faith only in favour of Christianity. In
subsequent years N appears to be busy with the con-
versions mostly of backward or depressed classes. In
Visnu Sastri Chiplunkar’s Nibandhamala® we find allu-
sions to N’s harangues at Poona in late years attracting
practically no audience while the simultaneous preach-
ings there of Dayananda Sarasvati attracted thousands.

1. N himself had pointed out these inconsistencies in the Christian
Philosophy at saveral places in the Sastratattvaviniraaya !

2. Vide P. 848 of 1917 edition ( Essay on Vakirtva ).
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At any rate, the acquisition of this talented Pandit
proved an unparalleled gain for the
Christian Mission which owes a consi-
derable portion of the present strength
of Indian Christians to his zealous
and selfless efforts. In return, appreciative honours and
appointmentis were accorded to him by the Mission and
also by the earlier Company Government on various
occasions. Only four months after his wife’s demise, he
was sent to England on 19.4.1854 as tutor-companion
to the ex—-Maharaja Dalip Singh of the Panjab, who, as
a prey to the coalition of the rulers and the missiona-
ries, had been baptized at Fatehgarh on 8. 3. 1853 at
the minor age of fourteen, notwithstanding vehement
protests from his mother the dowager-Maharani and
other Sikh leaders. During his long stay in KEngland in
this first trip, N was called for interview by Queen
Victoria, Prince Albert and other big personages in
admiration of his services to Christianity. His own
tmpressions of the trip were ‘all praise and admiration
for Britain and all condemnation and pity for India’.
In 1876 N again sailed for England on a lengthy mis-
sionary tour and was this time called there for inter-
view by Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone and several othexr
leaders and scholars. He was recipient of various mis-
sionary designations from time to time and was ulti-
mately made a Bishop-Father, probably in 1870. His
daughter, rendered motherless soon after her birth,
was brought up by the Mission and received her edu-

Appreciation from
the Mission and the
Government

1. ¥ %9 o0 (% A= I g« F I§U @@ § A
fgegeard & ST 1 49U § |..o.....”’--Hindi biography, P. 15, ete
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cation mostly in England.! However. the knowledge
of the existence of sub-schools among Christians which
came to him rather late had caused him muech surprise.
Subsequently many times he had been labouring under
proposals for shifting from one sub-school to the other.
In the course of his second foreign trip he is said to
have met with occasions of hatred and contempt at
the hands of some Englishmen on account of his being
an Indian.

N’s pen, too, has played a prominent role in his
missionary activities. He wrote or
revised translations of the books of -
the Bible in various Indian languages
and prepared and published several critical works in
Hindi, Marathi and English for the uplitt of the cause
of Christianity, The most important among his publi-
shed works is the Saddarsanadarpane in Hindi which
1s devoted solely to lay bare several loopholes and weak
points in the Six Hindu Systems of Philosophy with a
view to establishing the consequent superiority of the
Christian seriptures over them. The treatment herein,
learned and elaborate as it is, is wholly propagandistic.
and its fault-finding is at several places of a hair-split-
ting character. The original work sas published first
in 1860 and has hitherto gone through six impressions?.
With a view to decrying the Six Systems in the eyes of

N  Author of

Sereral Works

1. The daughter was subsequently residing mostly at Allahabad and

was alive at least up to 1924,
2. The sixth impression has been published only in 1950 by the
North India Christian Tract and Book Society of Allahabad. It conceals

the author’s name and simply states ¢ {EEI?[ ?.I{ﬁ' E\F TF QIG?H ERELcl % »

on the inner title-page.
~
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European scholars, the Mission got this work translated
into English by the renowned orientalist Fitz-Edward
Hall, then an Inspector of Schools in C. P. in Imperial
Government Service, under the guidance of the original
author himself and published it under the title 4 RRa-
tional  Refutation of the Hindu Philosophical Systems in
1862, However, with the exceptions of Fitz-Edward
Hall and G. A. Jacob, few Kuropean orientalists of
note have accepted the general conclusion arrived at in
this work on the basis of their alleged particular defici-
encies, and the Six Systems and other ancient literature
of the Hindus have continued to play the magnet on
star scholars like Deusson, Max Miiller, Thibaut, Venis,
Keith, ete. In 1890 N published a further propagandistic
essay in English against the Six Systems. The most
important among his Marathi works? is an essay on the
religion of Tukarama, entitled gmrerai=r Gajiaedt =
and published in 1892, wherein N, controverting the
Prarthana-Samajists and the Brahmo-Samajists, upholds
that the great Maratha saint follows rather in the foot-
steps of Christ.

Some well-informed Banaras Pandits say that N
probably sometime during the closing
years of his life twice or thrice ap-
proached his early friends, now aged
Pandits, in a strain of repentence, but the friends de-
clined even to exchange kind looks with him. However,

N's Death and

Burial

1. Vide his Preface to the N.S. P. First Edition of the Vedantasara
(1893 ).

2. Vide S. G. Date's HUSI-TT-FTEN(L ¢ 0 6-2 % 1 o), Poons, 1943;
Pp. 86, 99, 106, 118, 223 for varieus Marathi works by N,
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I have not come by any independent evidence to verify
this hearsay report. N died at Bombay in 1895!' at the
age of seventy and was buried in a local churchyard
the next evening.

v

Here we are concerned only with the history ard
psychology of N’s career and works
Strange Similarity 51d not with the merits or demerits

su Karlier and Later . .
Worke of his conversion. Strangelyv enough.
his treatment and mode of approach,
despite the radical innovation in his basic grounds. are
sometimes identical in his pre-conversion and post-con-
version works. Thus the Introductory Verses I.4-8 and

Prefatory Verse—

ARAagERTaAY 7 -
uignsiETe gegagha fern |

-

FAA(QT AT I T ¥ qF3AA
amE g ST @A Aqofig; )

prefixed to the S’f_istrata.-:c-vaviniraaya, wherein he re-
quests the Christian readers to give a patient audience
to his seemingly harsh words and to interpret them
only in the sense meant by him and not in any other
sense, are similar in spirit to his Preface (Abhasa) to
the Saddarsanadarpana wherein he addresses similar
requests to the Hindu readers. The Rdmdyana verse
gaWT: gENT ete. has been employed in both the works

1. Strangely enough, the exact date and month of N's death are not
recorded in the Hindi biography !
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in such contexts. In both the works, incomprehensibi-
lity of the Heaven's deep sense to ordinary minds, fick-
leness and fallibility at each step of human intellect
and senses, non-dependability of human reasoning based
on such a weak footing in matters relating to God,
religion, etc. and necessity, rather indispensability, of
faith in the course of perusal of divine scriptures are
emphasized. But the emphasis is in support of the
Hindu Sést1~as in the earlier work and in support of the
Bible in the later work. Further, a good deal of the
author’s adverse criticism of Hindu Philosophy and
Religion so prominently embodied in the later work is
found forestalled and also repealed in an intelligent
manner in the earlier work. It will thus appear that
the Sdstratattvvinirnaya, though it has apparently lost
its main importance due to the author’s subsequent
betrayal of its original cause for alleged spiritual rea-
sons. still retains its intellectual, historical and psycho-
logical importance for readers.! By the way, in his
late years N, subjected to vehement rational opposition
mainly from youngmen from Engiish schools and
colleges, had begun to preach that conversion should
precede admission to English schools since the new
system of education made Indians subsequently too
much eritical and averse to placing reliance on Christ’s
woids !

1. The anthors and works cited in the Sastratattvavinirnaya explicitly
are SANET, IEIA. A&, TNAINGr, @ or ATIWA, IR, A,
AEIATH, ﬁ"‘HEUW, {4Z(-aiAATT. The rest are general allusions to
various branches of ancient Indian literature and systems of philosopby.

to the Bible ( ¥3Al TG ete, ), to the Koran (aga=miE ), esc,
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John Muir's! Matapariksa or A Sketch of the Argu-

‘ ment for Christianity and against Hindu-

dT_’:: . ”:?"’P“""-“" wsm 1n Sanskrit Verse, to which the
;’;n 2!‘(? sarlier Refuta- é&stratattvavinirfgaya appears to be a
rejoinder, was first published from

Calcutta in 1839 in a single volume. Its second enlarged
edition appeared from Calcutta in 1840. A further ex-
panded edition of the same was issued in two volumes
printed respectively at Mirzapore and Calcutta in 1852
and 185 . The Christian Mission with its numerous
branches scattered in all provinces of the country gave
free and wide circulation to the original Sanskrit edi-
tions of the Matapariksa and to its translations into
English and various Indian languages published from
time to time. Thus the Marathi rendering was published?®
by the American Mission’s Bombay Tract and Book
Society in two volumes in 1856 and 1858 respectively.
An undated MS of the original Sanskrit version is in
the Library of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asia-
tic Society® and it illustrates the process of its expan-
sion with its subsequent émendations and additions
( gz=xemaZwr: ). As per this MS, the work is in the
form of a dialogue between the Guru and the Sisya

1. For details concerning John Muir and his works, vide Blackie’s
Modern Encyclopaedin of Universal Information, Vol. VI, 1890, P. 43; Encyclo-
paedia Britannica, Ninth Edition, Vol XVII, 1896, P. 18; British Museum
Catalogue of Sanskwit, Pali and Prakrit Books, 1816, Pp. 19,75, 90-91; Ibid,
1893 Supplement, Pp. 204. 240, etc.

2., Vide S. @. Date’s above-mentioned ﬂtiaﬁ-ﬁﬂ-ﬂa’" P. 75.

3. Vide H. D. Velankar's BBRAS Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit and
Prakrit MSS, Vol. 11, P. 330, Serial No. 1159 for a description of this MS.
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and consists of five chapters ( adhydyas) named res-
pectively igaagurquia, Talwaaz@®an, S@aianTINT,
sytgAaTAITayad and yragEa AT It begins: -

#% HAGUHT |

aiaawifa 1§ 3a: qeIqSsaiama:

Algda aai F1F Jqsgaraaq |

IFTa AU O 9139 gAHFAr |
(T 9917 T qIRAA a8 |

[ [ S =

sy I | Gaitsdia aiged walori {gy qu )

[ S [

Fegragsmi waAt =g QRg |

sgsdcagdaseEr W was @R |

A0 sgagdity T IA  HisgaAa: (f
qEEAIT | @4l (VY 95 [ qands,

de@gadl W4 @|RIFIAISFA: || ete.

and ends:—

S -

A HAqQeNal ardEmEEAd Am gsadiseaEm; | ) |
qRIE ¥ AU FREAE waqOE ()

The MS contains a total of 411 verses, all anustubl.
The work evidently tries to establish Christia-
nity and to refute all other religions, especially
Hinduism. It is not clear as to who helped John
Muir in composing this work in Sanskrit verse in
the first instance. At any rate, N is recorded' to be
making use of this Matapariksd in the course of his
missionary propaganda in 1185 and it is very likely

1. Hindi biography, P. 15.
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that he rendered substantial help to the author in
preparing its expanded edition of 1852.

An answer to the Matapariksd entitled Mata-
partksottaram in Sanskrit by Haracandra Tarkapafica-
nana, a Bengali Pandit, appears' to have been published
in Bengali seript from Calcutta in 1840, i.e. four or

five years prior to N’s composition of the Sdstratat-
tvavimraaye,

From the nature of the Matapariksd one would be
inclined to infer its author to be a
zealous missionary. However, the
probability is at once contradicted
by the fact, since John Muir was a distinguished

member of the East India Company’s Indian Civil
Service !

John Muie:
A Brief Sketch

He was son of a merchant of Glasgow where he
was born in 1810. He was educated at the Glasgow
University and a few other institutions, among which
was also the East India Company’s College at Hailey-
bury, He joined the Indian Civil Service in 1823 and
retired in 1853, having filled various important offices
like Assistant Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
Allahabad, Magistrate and Collector, Azamgarh,
Principal Queen’s College, Banaras, and Civil and
Sessions Judge, Fatehpur. He was an enthusiastic
Sanskrit scholar himself and encouraced the Indians
to persue the studies of Sanskrit on comparative lines
current in the West. He wrote a number of books
in Sanskrit. ‘Knglish and modern Indian languages and

1. British MuSeum Catalogue, 1876, Pp. 43, 91.
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contributed many papers to the Journal of the Royal Asi-
atic Sociecy ete. Among his Sanskrit works thos: entitled
TAYLTAT, JAFFAZCH: AATq FIATTAIGT+ LT T TE (-
JUA,, $AVH WA, VAT, fygguagerTy, wire-
FfIAq, etc, published along with their translations
into English and several Indian languages during his
stay in India, appear to be written purely for being
used in the conversion propaganda of the mission-
aries. After his retirement he settled at Edinburgh,
where he did much for the uplift of Sanskrit studies
in Great Britain and was honoured by various Univer-
sities in recognition of his learning and work. He died
in 1882. He was elder brother of Sir William Muir,
a distinguished Arabic scholar and Lieutenant-
Jovernor of U. P., after whom the Muir Central
College of Allahabad was named.

The following extract from the Encyclopaedia
Britannica would furnish, along with
a few post-retirement details concern-
ing John Muir, a diplomatic post-
Mutiny British interpretation of his earlier work: “He
was throughout remarkable for his zeal in cultivating
and encouraging the study of Sanskrit, in finding me-
thods and furthering schemes for the enlightenment
and amelioration of the Hindus. He was persuaded
that the only way in which they could escape the
tyranny of caste, with all its attendant evils, was by
being made to know how they had become what they
were, and also how the freer and more civilized
Western peoples believed and lived. He worked as-
siduously at the organization and development of the

British View of
John Muir's Work
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higher education in India. and endeavoured to stimulate
the learned classes to the study of their most ancient
literature and of the religious and philosophical litera-
ture of the West. He did while in India much work
in both departments and was the occasion of still more
being done both by Hindus and Europeans. In 1853 he
retired from the service and settled at Edinburgh.
where  he may be said to. have continued under more
favourable conditions his Indian labours. In 1852 he
endowed the Chair of Sanskrit at the University of
Edinburgh, and was the main agent in founding the
Shaw Fellowship in Mental Philosophy. He was a
D. C. L. of Oxford, LL. D. of Edinburgh, and Ph. D.

bRl

It is, however, extrepmely doubtful if even the
Hindus of 1751 holding most advanec-
ed views would concede that John
Muir’s earlier works like the Muta-
pariksd advocating wholesale Chris-
tianization of India were written
really for the amelioration of the Hindus any more
than that the missionaries’ conversion movements, too,
aimed at their amelioration. On the other hand, a
disinterested survey of events would rather point to the
composition of those works by such a prominent mem-.
ber of Indian Civil Service and their recorded free use
by the missionaries in their countrywide conversion
propaganda as a further eloquent evidence for the pre-
Mutiny government’s coalition with the missionaries
for the planned Christianization of the country..

A Further Eovi-
dence for Govern-
ment-cum- Mis3ion
Coalition
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The text of the S’dstratattvavimrnaz/a herewith
o printed is based on three MSS. They
Basf";‘;’ggw’" 7 all belonged to Sri Bhau Saheb Katre
of Banaras who presented two ( 2t and
ar) of them to the Scindia Oriental Institute, Ujjain,
in 1934 and has retained the third (g) in his MSS
collection. No further MS could be traced in the avail-
able Catalogues or Lists of MSS by me or by Dr. V.
Raghavan, Working Editor of the New Catalogus Cuta-
logorum that is being serially published by the Madras
University.

MS st—It bears Accession No. 1882 of the Manu-
seripts Library of the Scindia Oriental Institute and
was briefly, though inadeqpately, detailed in the Insti-
tute's Catalogue of MSS, Part I (1936)' The MS
originally consisted of forty-five folios of the size 11 x 43
inches, out of which two, viz. Folios 31 and 32, are
missing, so that the MS now contains only forty-three
folios. Margin is left of about an inch on the four sides
of each page of the tfolios. The main work starts from
Folio 1® and thence each page bears nine lines with
about thirty-six bold Devanagarl letters written in
dark-black ink on each line. The scribe’s colophon
occurs at the end of Folio 45b as “s> qar aroigorng
agtear o ataraw iEar ags @ arx 1”7, Thus the
seribe’s name is Nana Atri, but his place and date are
not mentioned. However, from his name and semi-
Marathi colophon he appears to be a Maharastra

1. P.31, Serial No 804.
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Braihmana probably residing at Banaras and in respect
of date he is not much removed from the original com-
position of the work. A different hand has written
the stray Prefatory verse (#3gTade ) in two lines in
the middle of the opening page and a few notes elucida-
ting some obscure points in the main text on the
margins of some subsequent pages, —matter that seems
to have come down from the author himself and there-
fore suggests the probability of a sort of contact bet-
ween the seribe and the author.

MS a1t — This broken MS was formerly enclosed
with MS & but has now been separated and entered
against Accession No. 2342 of the Scindia Oriental
Institute’s Manuseripts Library It originally consist-
ed of fifty-six folios of the size 11»4% inches. out of
which eleven, viz. Folios'1-3. 5-7. 10-12. 22 and 56.
are missing. so that it now contains only forty-five
folios. Kach page of the folios bears seven lines with
about thirty-two bold Devanagari letters written In
dark-black ink on each line. Margin is left of about
an inch on the four sides of each page of the folios
wherein eniendations of, or additions to. the origi-
nally written text are found inserted at some places.
Due to the loss of the concluding folio. the name. date
and place of the scribe cannot be traced. "The hand-
writing is different from that in MS & but probably
same as that in MS ¢.

MS g —This MS consists of fifty-nine folios of
the size 11x4% inches and is intact in all respects.
Margin of about an inch is left on the four sides of
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each page wherein several emendations and additions
are found inserted. The main work begins with
Folio 1 b, and seven lines with about thirty-two bold
Devanagari letters on each line oceur in dark-black ink
on each side of the folios, except on Folio 69 b which
contains only four such lines. The scribe of this MS
1s probably identical with that of MS sw, but he has
not recorded his name, place and date in the MS. A
different hand has written the stray Prefatory Verse
(*+gqTade ) in two lines in the middle of the opening
page and also some of the additional matter occurring
in the margins of a few pages.

The three MSS are correctly written and their
folios are of straw paper. From tex-

C’""""’“’g-" o % tnal point of view MS uir appears to
three S be first, MS g second and MS =t final,

since the marginal emendations and additions of the
earlier stages occur as the main original body of the
later stages. A glance at the main text and the few
footnotes below the text would easily confirm this

chronology.
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PUBLICATIONS
of

The Scindia Oriental Institute
UJJAIN

. awgae ( Marathi)—composed in 1312 A. ¢. by Caaga-
deva Vatesvara, a contemporary of the celebrated
Marathi poet and saint Jilanesévara. This unique
work was discovered and published by the Institute
in 1936. Editor : Dr. H. R. Diwekar, M. A., D. Litt.,
Sahityicirya. Crown 3vo, 10J pages with 2 photo-
prints. —Rupee One
. @ABgeasaar (Scindia Oriental Series No. 1)— a
Sanskrit treatise on poetic figures by Devasankara
Purohita (c. 1765 A. ¢.). The illustrative verses
eulogise some Peshwas of Poona. Hditor : Sadashiva
L. Katre, M.A. Demy 8vo, 384 pages. = —Rupees four

. Ancient Jaina Hymns (Scindia Oriental Series No. 2)
—containing a Middle Gujarati and seven Sanskrit
rare stotras composed by authors of the Svetambara
Jaina sect. HKditor: Dr.Charlotte Krause, Ph. D,

—In Press

. mereafgaoa: (Scindia Oriental Series No. 3)—
a Sanskrit rejoinder to John Muir's Matapariksa
by Nilakantha (Father Nehemiah Goreh). This
work refuting the doctrines of Christianity and
-defending those of Hinduism was composed by the
author c. 1844 A.c., i.e. four years before his conver-
sion. Editor : Sadashiva L. Katre, M. A. Demy 8vo,
136 pages. —Rupees five



D.

sfagFaag—A Sanskrit compendium on the phile-
sophy of the holy ecity of Banaras, ascribed to
Bhavani. the step-mother of the renowned author
Balambhatta Pagagunde (c. 1780 A. ¢.). —In progress

1. CATALOGUE OF MANTUSCRIPTS IN THE
INSTITUTE'S LIBRARY

Part I (1936)— Annas four
Part 11 (1941)—Annas four

Further parts in preparation.

2. DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE OF MANUSCRIPTS
IN THE INSTITUTE'S LIBRARY

—10,000 entries. —In progress

Vikrama Volumes in commemoration of the com-
pletion of the 2nd millennium of the Vikrama Era
published under the auspices of the Institute.

1. Vikrama Volume (English)—Rs. 15/-

2. [A%A-¥gfa-a+9 (Hindi) —Rs. 20/-

3. 95" (Marathi) —Rs. 10/~

Postage ete. extra in all cases.

The three Vikrama Volumes are obtainable from
the Director of Arch®ology, M. B., Gwalior Fort.

For the rest, apply to:—

The Curator .

Scindia Oriental Institute
UJJAIN (M. B,—India)



Shree Sudharmaswami Gyanbhandar-Umara, Surat www.umaragyanbhandar.com
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