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IMPACT OF AHIMSA ON HUMAN AFFAIRS
-Dr. JYOTI PRASAD JAIN

Ahimsa is not only a metaphysical doctrine, a philosophical
postulate, or an ethical dogma, it is the primary principle of the
high life, the very essence of human conduct. It is. moreover, a
mental attitude, a definite outlook towards life, and an ever
guiding factor in one's relations and dealings with other human
beings, nay, all living beings. It is not merely physical
non-violence, but it uphoids sanctity of life and implies a
whole- some respect for life in whatever form.

In its negative aspect, Ahimsa means abstinence from
inflicting mental or physical pain, or from hurting, injuring or
severing the life-forces of any living being, human or subhuman,
by thought, word or deed, by one self, through the agency of
somebody else, or even by approving of such a violent act
committed by others. In short, it is an abstinence from such
violence as is deliberate, wilful or wanton and is caused due to
rashness or negligence, or for some selfish motive, gain,
enjoyment, amusement or sport, or on account of envy, jealousy,
hatred or enmity. In its positive aspect, Ahimsa denotes humane-
ness, humanitarianism, kindness, tenderness, mercy, sympathy
and love, the spirit of co-existence, i.e., live and help others.to
live. An Ahimsite person is full of compassion and understanding
for others and is ever ready to help and serve the needy and the
suffering, at the cost of his own personal comfort, convenience or
gain. He tends to be broadminded, benevolent, generous and just.
He who grasps the import of Ahimsa in its dual aspect, tashions
his thoughts, words and actions acordingly. He is a friend to all in
his thinking, speech, behaviour and conduct.

There are, however, limitations to the extent to which a
person placed in a particular situation can practise Ahimsa. An
ordinary man of the world, as most of us are, can certainly aspire
io achieve ine ideai some day, but in nis present circumsiances
he has to do many things which are not technically or literally
Ahimsite. He has to pursue, for a living, agriculture, industry, trade
and other productive or economic activities. He has a perfect right
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to enjoy and consume the fruits of his labour, but has also to abide
by the laws of the State and the society he belongs to. And. he
has to protect and defend mainly his country, society, religion and
culture, family, person and property from attackers and law-break-
ers, from not only his own personal enemies but also from those of
the society and the country. All such activities involve violence,
but a sane, judicious and brave person will see to it that the
unavoidable minimum of violence is exercised. He suppresses
crime, punishes the wrongdoer, subdues or drives out the enemy,
but is never cruel, revengeful or vindictive, rather, he tends to be
considerate and forgiving, once the evil is undone.

This Ahimsite way of thinking and living was cultivated and
inculcated into the minds of the people by our sages, ancient,
mediaeval and modern, right from Bhagawan Rjshabha, the First
Tirthamkara, down to Mahatma Gandhi. Himsa and Ahimsa have
always coexisted in man's world, but in India Ahimsa generally
seems to have had an upperhand. Its far-reaching influence is not
far to seek. The adherents of the Shramanic creeds have always
been Ahimsite by conviction, but not so were the non- Shramanic
peoples. In due course, however, they, too, came to imbibe the
spirit of Ahimsa. The result was that bloody sacrifices in the name
of religion went out of use, slavery was abolished, vegetarianism
gained ground, amity and cooperation and a tolerant regard for
the beliefs and ideas of others developed. Peaceful coexistence
came to be upheld as the basis of society. There is no doubt that
Ahimsa has to a considerable extent acted as a great spiritual as
well as moral force in human affairs in the Indian society, and,
perhaps, in all really civilized societies.

I'he political life of the country, too, could not have remained
quite untouched by the spirit of Ahimsa or the general Ahimsite
attitude explained above. Politics, the art and science of
government, has for its basis the State, the body politic or the
organisation thereof, which includes the executive, legislative and
judicial wings, the civil and military authorities, the rulers, states-
men, ministers, adminisiraiors, the army and the eniire
governmental machinery, and inter-state relations As such, the
political aspect is, perhaps, the most effective and all-pervasive
aspect of the life of a people or a nation. In fact, the history ot a
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country 1s In the main its political history. And, since the political
life of a people can never be absolutely cut off or separated from
its general tenor, there is ample evidence to show that Ahimsa
generally acted as political force as well in Indian history,
particularly prior to the adyvent of the Muslims on the Indian
political scene, about the beginning of the 13th century A. D.. There
were, no doubt, exceptions, but they only proved the rule.

As laid down by ancient politicists like Somadeva Suri, the
existence of the State depended on succession and prowess. But
even in ancient India, successions to the throne were not always
regular, smooth and peaceful. Dynastic changes and palace
revolutions were not unknown, in which self-aggrandisement and
treachery, too, played their part, otten involving much unneces-
sary bloodshed. Sometimes an autocratic ruler tended to become
tyrannical and administrators and government servants to become
corrupt, rapacious and unscrupulous. resulting in violent
exploitation and misery of the common peopje. If allowed to have
its own way, politics many a time tends to transform itself into power
politics, in internal matters as well as in inter-state relations, and,
power politics necessarily implies violence, injustice and unscru-
pulousness. In it, means count for little, the end is everything.

In spite ot the tact that all the teatures mentioned above were
to an extent in evidence in the political history of ancient India,
they were much less common, much less frequent, much less
wanton and bloody than we tind in the histories ot other
countries and in that of mediaeval India under Muslim rule. This
was certainly due to the influence of the Ahimsite attitude
inherent 1n the people ot India ot those times. Political
oppressions and persecutions were also rare, and the rulers
except in a few cases did not resort to violent religious or social
persecutions. Punishment were somewhat severe, when judged
by modern standards, but crime was also rare and cases of
clemency, mercy, pardon or commutation of sentences were
otten met with.

The more prominent consequence ‘of power politics is war.
Ambitious rulers, with expansionist or imperialistic designs,
otften tor reasons ot pride, greed or covetousness, led campaigns
of conquest, and subdued, annexed or destroyed weaker state.
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But Iin wars, too, a detinite moral code was tollowed In this
country. There was no fighting after night-tali, care was taken not
to harm cultivation and the rural population. women, children and
the old were generally spared, places of worship, art and learning
were not molested, and the fallen enemy was often
pardoned or made friends with. If loot and plunder were induiged
In, it was usually in the capital and palaces ot the deteated chiet.
Mostly, the issue was decided by a duel fought out between the
leaders of the opposite parties. while the armies on both the sides
stood back as silent spectators. Perhaps, it was the impact of the
example set by Bharata, the first paramount sovereign of
Bharatavarsha, and his brother, Bahubali. who were engaged in
the tirst war in Indian history and had decided the issue by a
single- handed fight between themselves, without involving the
armies in it. The Rama-Ravana war also appears to have been a
series of similar duels between Rama and Lakshmana on one side
and Ravana and his brothers and sons on the other.
Similarly, the so-called Mahabharata War (the Great War)
between the tive Pandava brothers and the Kauravas seems to
have been a series of single-handed fights between the former
and the generals of the latter who took the field one after the other.

In later times, this Ahimsite character ot Indian wars
certainly deteriorated. But, then the Indians had to engage in
defensive encounters against foreigners like the Nagas, Persians,
Greeks, Parthians, Sakas, Kushanas, Hunas, Arabs and lurks.
and later the Europeans, who were mostly fierce, ruthless,
savage, rapacious and unscrupulous peoples and invaded India.
one atter the other, 1n order to loot and plunder the weaith ot and
rule over this highly cultured, rich and coveted sub-continent. In
order to thwart their nefarious attempts the Indian had to match
their valour, strength and skill with those ot the aggressors. tven
then, in their own wars, the Indians generally followed their old
moral code and practice. But, whenever they tried to do so as
against the toreigners, they had mostly to sutter. Even in
mediaeval times, the few kings like Akbar the Mughal, who adopted
a policy of comparative leniency, moderation, tolerance and
consideration, succeeded in making their empires very vast.
powerful. rich, prosperous and lasting. The British, too, had to
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follow in the footsteps in order to establish stable control over this
country. And, again, it was Ahimsa in the hands of Mahatma
- Gandhi who, using it as an effective political weapon in his
non-cooperation, civil disobedience, boycott, Satyagraha and
‘quit-India movements, roused the entire country and finally
succeeded in achieving independence for the country.

We have witnessed two great world wars in the present
century and the untold misery and destruction of life and
property which they brought in their wake. The menace of war is
not yet over, although thinkers all over the world are realising that
war is no solution to the problems of mankind, and that war can
never end war. .

Some say that the habit of killing and making life intolerable is
an inevitable element in human nature, or that 'Man is a beast of
prey’, as Spengler would put it. But wars are inevitable only as
long as we regard power politics as natural. No sane person has
or would ever advocate war. The reputed soldier, Duke of
Wellington, remarked, "Take my word for it, if you had seen but
one day of war you would pray to Almighty God that you might
never again see an hour of war". And St. AugusTine has it, " What
one condemns in war is the desire to harm, implacable hate, the
fury of reprisals, the passion for domination". In fact, as
Dr. S. Radhakrishnan observed, "Civilised nations are slowly
beginning to recognize war as an obsolete method of obtaining
decisions. The slaughter involved in modern warfare is so much
out of proportion to the ends that the arguments and sentiments
which have been used in the past to justify wars are no more
tenable”. This may be said to be a victory of Ahimsa in human
affairs, even in the political field.

In short, the only hope for the existence, welfare and
salvation of mankind lies in a recognition of Ahimsa as a potent
and active force in the world of man, in his political, economic,
social, cultural and religious spheres of activity. There is no dearth
of evidence in the pages of Indian history, too, to prove that Ahimsa
has often played its role as an effective political force, no doubt, in
varying degrees.

- Late Renowned Scholar of Jainolgy
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The Archaeology of Faith- Lord Rishabhdeo
- Shri AJIT PRASAD JAIN

Prof. R. S. Sharma, The well-Known Historian, in his article
entitled "The Archaeology of Faith" published in the Hindustan
Times of February 12, 2002 (Lucknow Edition) has, while strongly
criticising the deletion of certain passages from NCERT book
"Ancient India" for class XI, made, inter alia, the following obser-
vations:

"In my book published in January 2001, | wrote that the Jains
strongly believe that Rishabhdeo was the first Tirthankar and the
Founder of Jainism--- (But as Eastern U.P. and Bihar in which
traditionally many Tirthankaras were born and carried on their
activities were hardly settled by the sixth century B.C, | wrote
that the historicity of the earliest Tirthankaras, is doublful and
their existence seems to be mythological. The activities of
Rishabhdeo are traditionally associated with Prayag and Ayodhya.
But archaeologically none of the two sites was even fairly settled
until 500BC. Traditionally chronology would place Rishabhdeo
around the ninth Century BC. Ajit Jain, a Jaina scholar, Questinrs
the historicity of the firsh Tirthankara in a Jain Researach Jour-
nal Shodhadarsha (November 1998) because in his view Ayodhya
was uninhallitated until the 8th century B.C."

The relevant passage of my article ‘@M EE'SM%H P Farr g
published on page 303 of Shodhadarsh (November 1998) on which Prof.
Sharma has relied for my views on the historicity of Lord Rishabhdeo.
is quoted below :

“RIBdl B a6t ¥ R Yo Mo R 5 T Yo MRieHT T f
B IR F WA FIAT W Fs faaR Mieyi Jrfora g8 § | 1 8 311
grar fe gt & 39 SES! # A REIRd B HoaTord JfAal B 68
afggrE WR ) Wbty Soardr AT grar | 3npf) | S aur WA XE @)
IRt & fawa 3 {5 Qg & 9991 € & 98 $E] 9Rd & Iar—uf¥em
¥ (@fRIen T FTgA B HUr) & BN | adHE e H (Y wrared) 9
gd § ufget @ Weg g @ B1E g o) 9% A8 e gv 8- - =

In the above passage | had questioned the existence of
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Bhagwan Rishabhdeo's Ayodhya at the popularly believed present
site in Faizabad district of U.P., since the Archaeologists have
not found any trace of human settiement there before the 8th
century B.C. | have, however, no where questioned the
historicity or gptiquity of Lord Rishabhdeo who | firmly believe to
. have been born at the time of dawn of Civilization in this land in
the hoary past thousands and thousands years ago. Since F'rof.
Sharma hismisquoted me in his above mentioned article, | had
to issue a rebuttal, which has been published in the Hindustan
Times of Feb. 18, 2002 (Luncknow Edition) as under......

Existence of Ayodhya

Prof. R. S. Sharma has misquoted me in his article 'The
archaeology of faith' (H.T. 12.2.2002). In the 'Shodhadarsha (Nov.
1998)' | have nowhere questioned the historicity of Lord
Rishabhadeva, the first Tirthankara, who, | do firmly believe, was
born thousands and thousands of years ago at the dawn of civi-
lization in this land.

I had simply advocated that in the seminars being held on
Lord Rishabhadeva, the sacred spots associated with him should
be properly identified.

It was not my view but that of the archaeologists who hold
that the excavations conducted in and around Ayodhya so far do
not place human habitation there beyond 8th century. B.C. and
this view is also shared by Prof. Sharma himself who limits the
upper limit further to 500 B.C.

In my view, either the river Saryu has changed its course
since the times of Lord Rishabhadeva and his Ayodhya lies in its
‘waterbed or it might have been situated elsewhere or even some-
where in the North-West Frontier of this land, as suggested by a
Pakistani scholar some time ago.

The existence or non-existence of Ayodhya at the present
site before 800 B.C. does not affect the historicity of Lord
Rishabyadeva.

Paras Sadan, Arya Nagar, Lucknow
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(26) Apta-Mimamsa of Acharya Samantabhadra : ed. & trans.
by Sarat Chandra Ghoshal; Pub. Bharatiya Jnanpith, 18, Institutional
Area, Lodi Road, New Delhi-110003; 2002 A.D;price Rs 150/-. pp. 180;

. Apta-Mimamsa, also known as the Devagama Stotra, was
written by Samantabhadra, a Digambra Acharya, in 114 verses, in
Sanskrit, subdvided into 10 chapters, to explain the Apta. Apta is the
omniscient and Apta-mimamsa is the establishment of the omniscient
by retuting the view ot those who deny omniscience. |he concluding
verse 114 says, "This Apta-Mimamsa (establishment of the
Omniscient) is composed for those who seek liberation, for attainment
of proper objects from correct and false teachings.”

Sarat Chandra Ghoshal was a celebrated scholar of Indian
philosophy and Jainology in the early half of the 20th century. He has
given lucid translation of the text in English, and in the commentary, has
explained the meaning and import of each verse which makes it easy to
comprehend the subject. In the introduction he has given
relevant information about Samantabhadra: In his view, Samantabhadra
should be placed after Umasvami because the Apta has been explained
with reference to the opening verse of the Tattvarthadhigama Sutra of
Umasvami:

SATTRY AAR AR SHIRam |

AR favqaw g ag-TeraeEd ||

This work was completed by the Late S. C. Ghoshal in June 1944
for the Sacred Books of the Jainas series. It could be published after
some 58 years by the conscientious effort of Mr. Kailash Bhushan Jindal
who retrieved the script from the papers of his late father Pt. Ajit Prasad,
the last editor of the S.B.J., and prevailed upon the Bharatiya Jnanpith to
bring out this valuable work. Both Mr. Jindal and the publishers owe a
line of gratitude from the Jainologists.

- Dr. Shashi Kant
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