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\17) JAINA AND HINDU LOGIC - A COMPARATIVE
STUDY, by Dr. Pradyumna Kumar Jain; pub. by Research Books, B-
5/263, Yamuna Vihar, Delhi-110053/Megh Prakashan, 239, Dariba Kalan,
Delhi-110006; Ist ed. 2002; pp. 216; Rs. 400/-

Dr. Pardyumna Kumar Jain is a noted scholar of Indian Philoso-
phy. His particular interest is in Logic (Nyaya), with special reference
to Jain Nyaya. The instant study has 7 chapters, besides Introduction,
Bibliography and Index, and relevant references. A serious subject has
been made intelligible by prefixing suitable titles to the discussion, as
also appending conclusion.

The Reason (Logic, Nyaya) is the main striving force of life, think-
ing being the essential nature of living beings. All the three streams of
Indian.philosophy, namely, the Vedic, Jain and Buddhist, recognise the
enquiring spirit and logical reasoning as the basis of knowledge. Dr.
Jain has objectively surmised that ‘every system in India evaluated the
techniques of reasoning in accordance with its own philosophical and
religious postulates, so much so sometimes it is on the risk of dogma-
tism in the logical discussions’ He has taken care to point out this weak-
ness in the systems.

In the Introduction Dr. Jain has briefly indicated the Ethico- Scien-
tific character of the Indian systems of logic. Then he has dwelt with
historical development, evaluation of logic in Jaina and Nyaya systems
of philosophy, pramana and its logial implications, perceptual
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knowledge and its knowables, indirect organ of knowledge, and logical
forms of inference. His conclusion- ‘Upto the 9th century A. D. logical
growth of all the schools of thought had become mature, and after that
we see a very little progress in them. Upto 12th century A. D. Buddhist
logicians became almost extinct, and the controversy thereby ceased
to a large extent. Vedic tradition had a little polemic against the com-
promising nature of the Jainas’. And, 'In the foreign Muslim period
after Akbar the whole history of Indian logic was upset and no sign of
its further rise could be observed’- is worth noting.

Dr. Jain has done a commendable job in providing a useful work for
comprehending and appreciating the systems of Indian logic vis-a-vis
the Jaina thought on Nyaya.
~._A8) HISTORY OF JAINISM (WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE
TO MATHURA), by Dr. Virendra Kumar Sharma; pub. by D. K.
Printworld (P.) Ltd., 'Shri Kunj', F-52, Bali Nagar, New Delhi- 110015;
Ist ed. 2001; pp. xx+280, plates xxi; Rs. 850/-

The present study has two parts. Chapters 1 to 4 respecively deal
with Introduction to Jainism, Jaina Tirthamkaras and antiquity of Jainism,
Parsvanatha and Vardhamana Mahavira, & Post-Mahavira period and
the contribution of Jainism to Indian culture. Thereafter chapters S to 7
relate to Jainism as evident in Mathura, dealing with Jainism in Mathura
(2nd century B. C. to 11th century A. D.), Jaina Art and Architecture
at Mathura (2nd century B.C. to 11th century A.D.), and Jainism in
Mathura (11th century A.D. to the present times).

The treatise runs into 243 pages. The beauty of diction is that nearly
every sentence has a reference noted in the footnote. Thus it gives an
impression of a documented compilation of information selected by the
author to suit his narration. He has tried to be judicious, not relying on
the Digambara or Svetambara tradition solely. Suggestion of Astapada,
the abode from where Rsabha attained moksha, to be the Satrunjaya
Hill in Gujarat, is an instance where he could have used discretion in-
stead of simply dotting the quote.

Of'the 24 Tirthamkaras, the 23rd and 24th are taken to be historical
persons. The Svetambara tradition has been generally followed for the
life of Parsvanatha and Mahavira since the reference material used is
largely drawn from their literature.
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- The first 4 chapters cover the total range of the antiquity, historicity
and provenance of Jainism on a broad canvas from the earliest times
down to the present times, which may enable to get an introductory
knowledge about Jainism in different parts of India.

The 3 chapters on Jainism in Mathura cover half the space. The
archaeologicl excavations at the Kankali Tila during 1871-1888 yielded
valuable material which has been useful in the study of the evolution of
Jain iconography during 2nd century B.C. to 11th century A.D. It also
established that Jainism was poular in Mathura in that period. The Jain
Stupa at Kankali Tila was called 'deva-nirmita' (built by gods) in an
inscription dated in the year 79 or 49 (A. D. 157 or 127) probably
because it had existed for long. The same Stupa seems to have existed
/in 2nd century B.C. when Kharvavela worshipped it during his expedi-
tion to Mathura, as mentioned in his Hathigumpha Inscription. (ref. my
book 'The Hathigumpha Inscription of Kharavela and the Bhabru Edict
of Asoka' 2nd ed. 2000, D. K. Printworld, N.D.) The donative inscrip-
tions indicate that in the early centuries of the Christian era, Jainism
was popular with different sections of society including artizans and
courtesans.

Dr. Sharma has dealt with the evolution and development of Jaina
art and inconography, with reference to Mathura, in a systematic and
exhaustive manner. He has cogently surmised that during the Muslim
rule from 13th century to 18th century A.D., it was dark period for
Jainism in Mathura, and that Jainism srarted gaining prominence in
Mathura during the 19th century and made considerable progress in
the 20th century. .

The book carries Foreword by Prof. R. C. Sharma who has been
himself associated with the study of Jain art in Mathura; he has given a
candid evaluation of the work. The study is supplemented by
Transliteration Chart, 21 illustrations on B/W plates, Bibliography and
Index. The lay-out and get-up are fine, for which the publishers de-
serve appreciation. The author Dr. V. K. Sharma deserves congratula-
tion for making a useful contribution to Jainological Studies through his

painstaking effort in producing this study.
-Dr. Shashi Kant
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