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(R) SATKHANDAGAMA - DHAVALA - JIVASTHANA
- SAT-PRARUPANA - 1 : English translation by Dr. Nandlal
Jain, Editor - Dr. Ashok Kumar Jain; pub. Pandit Phool Chandra
Shastri Foundation, 203/5, Saraswati Kunj, I.L.T.Campus, Roorkee
- 247667 / Shri Ganesh Varni Digambara Jain Sansthan, Naria,
Varanasi - 221005; 2004 A.D.; pp. Ixvii +336.

Sat-prarupana or Enunciation of Existence is st part of
Jivasthana or States of Jiva, which forms the 1st volume of the
Satkhandagama or the Six-Volume Canon. It was composed by
Acharya Shri Puspadanta and Bhutabali in the 2nd century A.D.,
some time after 683 years had elapsed since the Nirvana of
Tirthankara Mahavira. The Dhavala commentary on it was written
by Acharya Shri Virasena in the 9th century A.D.

- Theory of Karma is the corner-stone of Jain philosophy.
Satkhandagama is the oldest available definitive formulation of
the Theory of Karma. It has been treated in 16 volumes in the
Dhavala. The instant volume is the first volume of the Dhavala.
“ The English translation by Dr. Nandlal Jain is based on the Hindi
translation of the Dhavala commentary done by the late Pt. Phool
Chandra Shastri (1901-91). It carries the original text of the Sat-
prarupana. ‘

The Prologue by Dr. Ashok Kumar Jain helps to get an insight
into the life-long self-less devotion of his father Pt. Phool Chandra
ji to the cause of bringing to light these scriptures. It is revealing to
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know that there was a conspiracy to deprive him of the credit due
to him for his labour of devotion. ‘

In the 1920's English translations of some canonical works
were published as Sacred Books of the Jains series. Again, the
idea of publishing English translation of the Jain Canons was
floated by Dr. N.L.Jain in 1995, and it was taken up by Dr. Ashok
Kumar Jain in November 1996 who constituted National Advisory
Committee for the National Project on English Translations of Jain
Canonical Texts. I was included in the Committee. Dr. Ashok also
proposed to undertake publication from Pt. Phool Chandra Shastri
Foundation set up by him in memory of his father.

Dr. N.L.Jain translated Dhavala Book One. Reading,
evaluation and editing of the translation was done at Roorkee thrice
in February 1997, July 1998 and September 2000, and another 5
years went by in giving it the present final form. The Prologue by
Dr. A.K.Jain dwells upon the birth-pangs.

Besides the Translation, Appendices, Glossary and Index, the
Introduction by Dr. N.L. Jain, running into 49 pages, is a very
valuable contribution for a proper appraisal of the Jain Canonical
literature. The subject is highly technical and any comments on
the contents or language of translation would not be appropriate.

Dr. N.L.Jain for his painstaking job and Dr. Ashok for his
unstinted co-operation deserve congratulations from the scholarly
world. '

(3) THE JAINA WAY OF LIFE : by Dr. Anang Pradyumna
Kumar; pub. Research Books, B-5/263, Yamuna Vihar, Delhi-
110053/Megh Prakashan, 239, Dariba Kalan, Delhi-110006; 1st
ed., 2004; pp. 212.

The author Dr. Anang Pradyumna Kumar is a reputed scholar
of comparative philosophy - the traditional Indian systems as well

“as the modern thought. His deep insight into the Jaina scriptures,
rituals and practices, particularly of the Digambara sect, is very
well reflected in the instant study : The Jaina Way Of Life.

The chief concern of writing this treatise, according to the
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author, is to make easy access to the Jaina way of life vis-a-vis
multiple challenges posed by modern style of living, thinking and
believing. The study is presented in 11 sections; the section is called
Style; summary is appended at the end of each Style. In the Preface
and Introduction at the beginning the author has indicated his
objective and scheme. At the end is Index of Technical terms and
names, which also helps in comprehending the peculiar Jaina
terminology. ' ’

The exposition comprises : the basic approach of Jaina faith;
the rational approach of Jaina way; the fundamental approach of
Jaina way; the practical approach of Jaina sadhana; the dietetic
approach of Jaina way; the philosophical approach of Jainism; the
ritualistic approach of Jaina way; the sexualogical approach of
Jaina way; the cosmic approach of Jaina way: the pragmatic
approach of Jaina way; and the Utopian approach of Jaina way of
life. Thus the author has very deftly tried to cover the entire gamut
of the Jaina faith, doctrine and ritual in a rather succinct manner.

He is nowhere critical of the basics or the traditional. In a
way, the approach is orthodox, justifying the Jaina way as has
been handed down. The presentation provides a general glimpse
of the religious system, known as Jainism, in its various facets and
would enable a general reader to be acquainted with the Jaina
philosophy, religion and tradition as is believed and practised by a
naisthika sravaka, i.e., a devout lay follower, particularly of the
Digambara leaning. Dr. Anang Pradyumn Kumar deserves
compliments for his exposition. ' |

- Dr. Shashi Kant
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