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(10) Historicity of 24 Jain Tirthankars: by Sri Mangilal
Bhutoria; pub. Priyadarshi Prakashan, 7, Old Post office street,
Kolkata-700 001, C-80, Gole Market, Jawaharnagar, Jaipur-301004
and RH-80, Shahunagar, Chinchwad, Pune-411019; 1st ed. 2005-
06; pp.151+50 Tllustrations; price Rs. 400/-. '

The learned author has written this monograph in order to refute
the misconception of, rather insinuation by Prof. Jagdish Prasad
Sharma and Prof. Suzuko Ohira about the authenticity of the
tradition of 24 Jain Tirthankars. He has tried his best in his own
way to prove the historicity of the 24 Tirthankars on the basis of
canonical literature and archaeological evidence. The dissertation
has been dealt with in five parts containing 24 chapters. It has
been supplemented by an Appendix in 4 parts and prefaced by
illuminating Foreword from the pen of late Dr. L. M. Singhvi.

Mr. Bhutoria being an ardent Svetambara has naturally utilised
mainly Svetambara canonical texts and traditions contained in that
literature in dealing with the subject. It is not necessary that one
may agree with all what he has written. There are many controversial
points. For instance on the authority of Dr. Fleet he has taken
Kushan Era or the date of accession of Kushan emperor Kanishka
in 58 B.C. and thereby interpreted all the dates in that era, while
the well accepted date of commencement of the era is 78 A.D..
Similarly on pages 31 and 58 he has given the date of Lord Mahavir
as 542-470 B.C.. However, on page 100 he has reconciled with
the unanimously now accepted date viz. 599 B.C. -527 B.C. Lord
Mallinath, the 19th Tirthankar has been depicted as a female while
according to Digambar tradition, like all other Tirthankaras, he was
a male. '

The writer has given an intresting turn to the story of Lord
Mahavir's embryo-transfer in Svetambar Jain scriptures. According
to him Siddhartha had two wives, the Brahmini Devananda and
the Kshatriyani Trisala. Devananda gave birth to Lord Mahavir.
But later on it was thought more profitable to give out that Mahavir

1'-l'lé, Roor, ', ©3



was the son and not merely the step son of Trisala. The author
over all deserves congratulations for bringing out this fine

monograph to establish the historicity of the 24 Jain Titrhankars.
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QO (7)) Hemaraj Pande's Caurasi Bol: by Prof. Padmanabh S.

Jaini, pub. Siddhantacharya Pt. Phool Chandra Shastri Foundation,
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