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ROCK-CUT CAVE ARCHITECTURE
OF THE JAINS IN ORISSA

- Shri Kailash Narayan Tandon
(retd. Principal, G. N. K. College, Kanpur)

Grunwedel rightly remarked that "the religious character so
deeply rooted in the national life of Indian races has continued to
be the guiding principle in their art". In fact, Hindus, Buddhists
and Jains all sought the help of art to propagate their respective -
religious systems. Art served for them as a medium of religious
propaganda. Such intimate relationship between religion and art
has not been a peculiarity with the Indians alone, but as has
been shown by Della Setta in her book "Religion and Art," nearly
all ancient human races have used art primarily as a means to
express their religious sentiments. It is difficult to deny that art
has been responsible for giving real permanency to certain
aspects of a particular religion at a particular time. The extant
ancient monuments supply much material information regardlng
ancient religious practices and beliefs.

“In India religious monuments consist mainly of rock-cut
chambers, monasteries and chapels or temples. -

Rock-cut architecture was popular mainly with the Jains
and the Buddhists. First models of such architecture seem to
have been furnished by Asoka, the great Maurya emperor of India,
who excavated a few caves for the Ajivakas in the Barabar Hills
in Bihar. Buddhist rock-cut architecture is found in abundance in
western India, for example at Bhaja, Karle, Ajanta, Ellora etc..

Earliest of these Buddhist monuments may be dated back

-in circa Ist century A.D. The earliest specimens of Jain rock-cut
architecture are to be found at Udaygiri and Khandargiri hills hear
Bhubaneswar in Orissa. They may be dated from circa 2nd
century B.C. to 2nd century A.D.

The rock-cut architecture of the Jains as also of the
Buddhists consists of two classes of monuments, namely,
retreats for the monks and nuns and chapels for the laity. The
Jain monasteries are generally devoid of superflous
ornamentation and present a very simple, sometimes even not
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very pleasant, site. Chapels have, however, been found
exuberantly adorned. The simple and sober appearance of the
monasteries is in conformity with Jain emphasis on austerity
(tapas) and asceticism. These monasteries were, in fact, meant
to shelter the mortal and material body of the monks whose soul
had already been floating in higher planes of spiritual phenomena.
That's why Kharavela has referred to the caves he excavated
for the residence of the monks as Kayanisidiya and still more
appropriately as Jivadehasayika in his Hathigumpha Inscription.
Etymologically Kayanisidiya or Kayanishidya means 'rest place
for the material body' and Jivadehasayika or Jivadehashrayika
also means 'shelter for the body which is the abode of the soul.'

Monks needed solitude to practise penances and yoga
which were necessary for annulling the evil effects of the past
Karmas and thereater for attaining Nirvana. In order to achieve
their end they stayed in lonely places outside the busy centres
of life and away from the hubbub of this troubled world. The lay
devotees considered it their duty to excavate cells for the monks
out of the living rock, wherever possible, or to provide some other
shelter for their material body against the ravages of weather.

- The earliest specimen of rock-cut chambers are simple
cellular retreats. The workmanship of these excavations is not
of a high order. They were excavated by the devoted Sravakas
in the low hills near Bhubanesvara. The two tree-clad hills in
which the rock-cut chambers are located are well known as
Khandagiri and Udaygiri.

The number of chambers excavated in these hills is 35.
They are both large and small. But only 17 of them are important
and worth noticing. Udaygiri is noted for its 16 gaves while
Khandagiri for its one cave only. These chambers appear to have
been excavated one after another as the necessity for the
accomodation -of the monks arose. A few chambers show
definite improvement in style and technique when compared to
others which shows that the activity of excavating cave-retreats
must have continued for a sufficiently long period. There are
also a few double storeyed caves. The workmanship and
treatment of these excavations is though: generally clumsy and
crude but not devoid of grace. It may, how: ver, indicate that these
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excavations belong to the period which saw the beginning of the
art of excavating Viharas in living rocks. Some scholars are of
opinion that the clumsiness is due to the rough texture of the
stone. The local name for these monasteries is Gumpha,ie.,
cave,

The pillars in these caves are quite plam in design except
that they have been adorned with bracket capitals. We find a
low- pedestalled wall carved like a continuous bench Il round
inside certain apartments. There also appears a stone seat or
asana on which the monks could sit to meditate: These asanas
have a sloping back rest in some cases. Such a device appears
for the first time in Indian rock-cut cave architecture.

The cells are mostly oblong in plan. The floor in:each
apartment is sloped so as to form a couch. it is remarkable that
these cells are not very high. They are only 4 ft high.which
suggests that they were meant for meditation and rest only.
Retreats consisting of a single cell in the Orissan group
sometimes show primitive styles, e. g., the Bagha Gumpha. The
ingeniuous excavator has shaped the exterior of this cave like
the mask of a tiger, the ante-chamber simulating his gaping mouth
and the cell-door within, his gullet. The door jambs of thls cave
are adorned with winged creatures. :

Rani Gumpha is the- most important monastic retreat of
the whole group. It is a double storeyed excavation. Cells in this
retreat have been excavated on three sides of the courtyard, on
its fourth side is the approach to the Gumpha. The general ar- -
rangement of the cells shows that they were meant for the
residence of the monks. There are also a few cells which might
have been used for some special purposes since they differ in
shape and size from the general body of cwills in that Gumpha.
It is conjectured that they might have served as cloak rooms for -
keeping Kamandalu and Pichhi. The general plan of the Gumpha
with a courtyard and terraces suggests that it should have been
used as an open air theatre where the monks used to deliver -
sermons to the lay followers. The architectural treatment of this

~Gumpha is characteristic of the Orissan style of rock-cut
architecture. The arches have been decorated in a very fine
manner. Many single life-size figures have also been beautifully
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sculptured. The device of figures depicted as doorkeepers
(dwara-pals) is also interesting.

The other important monasteries of this group are Ganesha
Gumpha, Manchapuri Gumpha- and Ananta Gumpha. The
Ganesha Gumpha is one of the earliest examples of the Orissan
cave architecture.The scheme of sculptured animal guardians
appears for the first time in this Gumpha. The pillars forming the
facade fo this Gumpha are noted for their beautiful sculptural
treatment. These are square in section above and below, but
are octagonal in the middie.

‘Manchapurl Gumpha is’ important since an inscription of
Nayanika thechief queen of King Kharavela of Kalinga has been
found there. It thus provides an aid for studying the Onssan cave
architecture chronologically. -

The -productions’at Khandagiri are not so beautifully
rendered as at Udaygiri. They do not show a very high standard
of technique and workmanship. There we find either the earliest
or the latest specimens, the former representing the state of
evolution while the later, that of decadence. ,

The best examples of Orissan cave architecture are thus
to be seen at Udaygiri. Udaygiri represents the culmination of
Orissan cave architecture. This hill is all the more important from
the point view of the political history of Orissa as well since it
records the Hathigumpha Inscription, the only reliable source of
infomation regarding Kharavela whose achievements make h|m
stand i in the galaxy of the greatest of Indian kmgs and heroes.

117/H-2/56, Pandu Nagar,

Kanpur- 208005

N Reproduced from The Jaina Antiquary ( Arrah),

- Vol. XIX No. 2, ( December, 1953) pp. 18-21]
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| am beholden to you for sending me 'Shodhadarsh 65'. |
have gone through it with great interest. My stay in Gujarat as
Governor had brought me very close to this enlightened com-
munity there. Of course, one'does notsee any distincition
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between Hindus and Jains and they treat each other with tre-
mendous respect. | had made it a point to visit Jain temples
in Ahmedabad and | always found the atmosphere peaceful
and hospitable, The temple on the hill top next to Ashokan
edict attracted lacs of people from all communities. | compli-
ment Dr. Shashi Kant's efforts to enlighten people through

his learned article. - -Dr.R. K. Trivedi,. Lucknow
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