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The Glorious Heritage of India (In memory of Prof. R.C.
Sharma): Editor - Dr. S. D. Trivedi; Pub. Agam Kala Prakashan,
34, Central Market, Ashok Vihar, Delhi-110052; 2010; Price
Rs. 5500/-; Two volumes, pp. Iv + 638, 87 Plates

The Glorious Heritage of India has been brought out in two
volumes in memory of Prof. Dr. Ramesh Chandra Sharma by Dr. S.
D. Trivedi, an admirer and friend of Prof. Sharma.

Prof. Sharma was also an intimate friend of mine. We had known
each other since June 1960 when he joined the State Museum at
Lucknow. He was closely associated with research and intellectual
activities at our place, and was honoured and felicitated as the scholar
and intellectual par excellence for his distinguished scholarship at a
public function, by the ‘ Ananta-Jyoti Vidayapitha’, on May 10, 1987,
at Lucknow. Born on July 29, 1936, he did M.A. from the Banaras
Hindu University in 1957 and was awarded the degree of Ph.D. by
the University of Calcutta in 1983. His doctoral thesis ‘Buddhist Art
of Mathura’ is a widely acknowledged work on early Buddhist art
and iconography. Having held the position of Director of Museums at
Mathura, Lucknow, Kolkata, Varanasi and New Delhi, after retirement
he settled at Varanasi in 1996 and directed Jnana Pravaha Centre
of Cultural Studies, till his demise on May 28, 2006.

Both the volumes contain tributes to Dr. Sharma by his family
members and close associates. Each volume contains 30 learned
papers by eminent scholars of Indian history, art and archaeology.
For those interested in Jainology, the papers on ‘Saraswati in Jaina
tradition and art’ by Dr. Maruti Nandan Pd. Tiwari, ‘Jain Teerth Panel
at Kumbharia’ by Dr. Alok Tripathi, ‘Contribution of Mathura to Jaina
Art’by Dr. S. D. Trivedi and &nf¥{e G99 &1 Sl Faril aiell by Dr.
Vandarna Awasthi, would be found interesting. Dr. A. L. Srivastava
has indicated in his paper ¢ An Enigmatic Sculpture on a Stone Water
Reservoir’ a folk custom of making large water reservoirs or tanks
meant for drinking water for cattle in villages in Uttar Pradesh.Dr.
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Shail Nath Chatuvedi has, in his paper, shed light on the life and work
of Raja Patanimal of 18-19th century, otherwise litle known.

My own paper on ‘Research Methodology’ has been included
on pages 557-561 in volume II. The secound sentence in the opening
paragraph should read: Our curiosity and inquisitiveness prompt
us, firstly, to search or find out something the presence of which
is suspected, that is empirical and grossly objective. There are
also some other minor printing mistakes which the reader may himself
comprehend. .

On the whole, the volumes have been finely brought out with
valuable information and illustrations, befitting to the memory of Dr.
Sharma. For this the learned contributors and the Editor, as also the
publishers, deserve wholehearted appreciation and congratulations.

Victory over Violence: by Acharya Gopilal Amar; Pub. Shri
Bharatvarshiya Digamber Jain Mahasabha, Shri Nandishwar Flour
Mills Compound, Mill Road, Aishbagh, Lucknow, 226004; Dec. 2009;
Price Rs. 50/-; pages 124

The learned author has made a study of Ahimsa and Jainism with
special reference to the universal problem of violence. It is in 8
chapters, namely, Jainism, thy name is Ahimsa; Ahimsa: the whys and
wherefores; Identifying Ahimsa and violence; Ahimsa, the spirit of
Jaina ethics; Ahimsa and the values of life; Ahimsa: individual to
universal; Ahimsa and the environment; and Ahimsa reviewed.

He has rightly observed that “Ahimsa is not a political tool. It is
a moral philosophy. An individual practtioner of Ahimsa can be
destroyed but the concept of Ahimsa remains indestructible because
itis a positive value.” The study ought to remove misunderstanding
about the concept of non-violence and affirm the positive aspect which
may create an atmosphere of peace and universal love.

The Future of India : by Dr. V. Manmohan Reddy; Pub. The
Mother’s Integral School, Vidyanagar, Hyderabad-44; 2009; pp. 46

The learned author has made deep study of Sri Aurobindo’s
thought and philosophy. He has examined the various facets of modern
civilization. He has given relevant quotations from Sri Aurobindo’s
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works, dealing with the ills of Indian political, economic and socio-
religious condtions. In his view, unless the present age ceases to be
dominated by the money mania, there cannot be peace.
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