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Interpreting the Ancient
Epigraphs of India

- Dr. Shashi Kant

Story of decipherment

The discovery, decipherment and interpretation of the ancient
epigraphs present a fascinating story. It all started with the curiosity
and zeal of some officers in the army of the English East India
Company in the 18" century. The tragedy was that the Indians
themselves had forgotten sheur the (rzasures of their past history.
When the inscriptions of Asoka were discovered the Indian
scholarship was not able even to read them. When the Asokan
pillars were transported by Firuz Shah Tughluk in the 14" century
from Meerut and Topra to Delhi, the pundits told him that they
were the walking-sticks of Pandava Bhima and some eulogy was
written for the Sultan on it. The beginnings of oriental studies were
made by the officials of the English East India Company in their
own interest so that they could understand the psychology of the
people whom they were to subjugate and rule.

With this purpose the Asiatic Society of Bengal was founded
on 15 January 1784 and an Oriental Library was also started in
1814. The primary object of this venture was to study the literature
of the Indians, both Hindus and Mus!ims. After the Third Maratha
War in 1818 the English were ir full control of the situation and
thought themselves to be the rulers of India in effect. Thereafter
their officers and men in the Khaki started exploring India to get
acquainted with the ground situation. In the process some of them
discovered the lost treasures of Indian history. A journal under the
name of the Asiatic Researches aiso started appearing in which
these explorations were noticed. The decipherment of the
inscriptions was also attempted. ‘

One of the exploratory discoveries was the Hathigumpha
Inscription of Kharavela in A.D. 1825 by Sterling who gave an
account of it in the Asiatic Researches, XV. In 1837 James Prinsep
attempted reading of the inscriptions of Devanampiya Piyadasi
Asoka. The systematic work began after the Archaeological Survey
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of India was created and General Alexander Cunningham was
appointed its Director General in 1861. A journal under the name
of Indian Antiquary was also started in 1872 and it continued to
be published till 1933. Cunningham started the publication of the
Archaeological Survey Reports from 1862.

The ancient scripts of India, namely, the Brahmi with its
development to the Nagari stage, the Kharoshthi and other scripts,
were deciphered and by 1895 this task was accomplished through
the efforts of James Prinsep, George Biihler, Sten Konow, J. F.
Fleet, V. A. Smith, H. Liiders and A ‘Fiihrer, in the main. Fiihrer
published The Monumental Antiquities and Inscriptions in the
North-Western Provinces and Oudh in 1892. Biihler brought out
his monograph On the Origin of the Indian Brahmi Alphabet in
1895. The Asokan inscriptions were edited by Cunningham in the
Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum, volume I; the Kharoshthi
inscriptions were. edited by Sten Konow in the C.1/, Volume II;
and the Gupta Inscriptions were edited by J.F. Fleet in the C.IZ,
Volume III. All these three Corpus were published between 1877
and 1888. The major break through in the decipherment of ancient
epigraphs was thus made in the last quarter of the 19" century
through the efforts of some European scholars who were pursuing
it as a hobby rather than as a vocation.

The scholars both foreign and Indian developed their studies
on the basis of the foundations thus laid by the above savants who
had their limitations because it was the beginning stage of the
oriental studies and naturally the information about the various
systems of thought and traditions of India was not much. They
had zeal but they were not trained archaeologists and, therefore,
the excavations conducted at the Kankali Tila in Mathura were
not scientifically recorded.

During the 20" century vast material came to light as stray
finds, chance discoveries and results of scientifically conducted
excavations at certain sites. Now, mostly Indian scholars worked
in this field. But it has been a sorry state of affairs that most of
these scholars did not care or dare to review the assumptions and
hypotheses put forth by the earlier savants. In the process of
scientific inquiry and research to get at the root of the matter, we

A, 2099 RE



have to be a bit of an iconoclast. Revising earlier views on the
basis of further thought and better information does not mean any
disrespect to the fore-runners, rather they would be happy in their
graves or in heaven to see that their spirit of inquiry is being
nourished and further. It is, however, a matter of regret that the
young people prefer to take the easier course of repeating what is
“already handed down instead of taking pains to sieve the data
through and funnel it to let out coherent and cogent interpretation.
For this, our old-timers are more to blame because they are so
much obsessed with the past that they neither themselves take a
step forward nor allow their students to dismantle and reconstruct.
On the point of a personal reference, I refer to my book 7he
Hathigumpha [nscription of Kharavela and the Bhabru’ Edict of
Asoka which was published in 1971 and its revised and enlarged
edition was published in 2000. Although the book has been
extensively reviewed in research journals in India and abroad,
and also finds place in the postgraduate studies of some universities,
it is a matter of high regret that our learned scholars of the late 20®
century till today have thought it prudent to ignore the objective
data but prefer to repeat the earlier incoherent interpretations.
Key-words ' ’ o

~We have to search for. key-words for corrcctly interpreting the
fragmentary epigraphs relating to the. period around the beginning
of the Christian era. Many of these inscriptions were stray finds,
some were found from the unscientific excavations conducted in
the late 19™ century at Mathura, and some others were found in
the Khandgiri-Udayagiri caves in Odisha, in the caves in Nasik-
Pune region in Maharashtra, at Pabhosa in Uttar Pradesh, and near
Gaya in Bihar. There have been errors in interpreting these
inscriptions because of fhe ignorance of the early savants about
the religious literary traditions of ancient India, and the scholars
who worked on these inscriptions later on, did not care to verify
the. facts but took the easy road of simply following the earlier
scholars. This short-cut style and copying spirit of the modern
learned scholarship is rather disconsolating.
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Before we take up the interpretation of some of the impugned
epigraphs, we would discuss the import of some of the key-words,

as follows. (In tfanscribing into Roman script, I is denoted by

cha, B by chha, § by sha, and & by ksha, hereunder.)
Arahamta :

Arahamta or Arahanta is a Prakrit word and is found commonly
used in ancient epigraphs relating to Jainism and Buddhism. Its
Sanskrit synonym is Arhat, and it means Pijya, i.e., ‘worshipful,
deserving of reverence and worship’, and it may be rendered in
English as “reverend”, “revered” or “venerable”. It appears to have
been a general appellation for the-ascetics of the non-Brahmanical
orders in the time of Mahavira and the Buddha in the 6™ century
B.C. and thence for about a thousand years, much in the same
way as Santa was used for the panthic sadhus or ascetics in thc
mediaeval times. '

‘References are mostly found in the Jain and Buddhist literature.
Among the Buddhists, this term was used for the Buddha himself,
as also for the Buddhist monks (Bhikshus) in general.

Among the Jains, it was not used for the ascetics in general
but its use was specific for the Emancipated Ones (Jivana-mukta
Atm3) who had attained omniscience (Kevala-jiana). It thus
included all the Kevali-jinas including the Tirtharmkaras. But more
specifically it refers to the Tirthamkaras or the Ford-finders who
showed the path to emancipation from the cycle of births and
~ deaths, the Sarisara, to the living beings, and who were themselves
the Omniscient and the Emancipated Ones, and, therefore, the
Hymn of Obeisance begins with Namo Arahantanam (or Namo
Arahantanam), i.e., ‘Salutation to the Arahantas’.

A reference to Kassapiyanam Arahamtinam in the Pabhosa
Cave Inscription posed a problem. It was interpreted as referring
to Jainism. A look at the religious scenario in the time of the Buddha
and Mahavira, however, suggests that this term should refer to the
ascetics who were followers of Plirana Kassapa. We learn from
the Buddhist literature that in the 6™ century B.C. 63 persons
professed themselves to be the Tirthaka or Tirthamkara. Seven of
them are mentioned by name as Tathagata Sﬁkyamuni Buddha,
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Nigantha Nataputta, Makkhali Ghosala, Ajita Kesakambalina,
Safijaya Belatthiputta, Pakuddha Kachchayana and Purana
Kassapa. The followers of the Buddha, known as the Buddhists,
and the followers of Nigantha Nataputta (Mahavira), known as
the Jains, have come down to this day. The followers of Ghosala
were known as the Ajivakas and they find a mention in the
inscriptions of Asoka and his grandson Dasaratha, near Gaya,
which means that the ascetics of this sect were in existence till the
close of the 2™ century B.C. Kassapiya Arahamta are mentioned
in the inscription of Ashadhasena of about the 2™ century B.C,,
found at Pabhosa, which indicates that the ascetic followers of
Piirana Kassapa existed about that time. No epigraphic reference
about other sects or their ascetics is known. ‘

Bhadamta v

Bhadariita or Bhadanta is the usual reverential address for the
Buddhist monks even today. It is equivalent to ‘reverend’ or
‘venerable’. From the inscriptions of Dasaratha it is known that it
was also used for the Ajivaka ascetics. Although the term finds
mention in the Jain literature also, the Jain monks are not addressed
as Bhadanta.

In the inscriptions the term used for the Jain monks is Ayya or
Arya, which means ‘meritorious and those venerated by the
meritorious’, and may be equivalent to Achdrya or it may simply
be rendered as ‘reverend’ or ‘venerable’.

In some early inscriptions the adjective Vachaka has been
added to the name of Jain ascetics. The term Vachaka is used for
such Jain ascetic teachers who know the canonical knowledge
and who can discourse on it. It is usually found used in the
Svetambara literature and its equivalent in the Digambara tradition
is Upadhyaya (Uvajhaya).

Amtevasi and Sthavira

These terms are not used in relation to the Jain monastic order
usually. Sthavira or Thera is particularly used for Buddhist monks
and specifically it refers to such monks who are to put up residence
at a single place. Sthavira is used for Acharya or Great Teacher in
the Buddhist literature. The Theragatha and the Therigatha are parts
of the Buddhist canonical literature and are contained in the
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Khuddaka Nikaya of the Suttapitaka. The term Sthavira seems to
refer to such senior monks who were stricken in age and, therefore,
did not move about but resided at a fixed place, and needed
somebody to look after them or take care of them.

Although the list of teachers is called Theravali or Sthaviravali,
in the Svetambara tradition, it does not refer to monks in general
but it refers to only Great Teachers who handed down the Sruta or
Canonical knowledge.

Amtevasi is a disciple who lives with the teacher to take care
of him. This system of keeping Amtevasi (Antevasi) was more in
vogue among the Brahmins in their Gurukula system but it was
also adopted by the Buddhists and the old monks seem to have
kept disciples to look after them. This system of keeping Amfevasi
or Amtevasini by the Sthavira is not knewn to have been in use in
the Jain monastic order.

Brahmapa and S‘ramaga ,

These terms are often used in the inscriptions of Asoka. Sramana
(Samana) obviously refers to the ascetics of various sects who
were followers of the Tirthakas mentioned in the Buddhist
literature. They were homeless wanderers, practising asceticism
in their own way, and preaching morality and good conduct to the
people, as they understood it from their respective teachers. This
term later became synonymous only for the Jain and Buddhist
monks. '

The term Briahmana should not be taken to mean Brahmins as
a class$ or caste but in the context it simply means the priestly class
of Brahmins who were engaged in ritual performances or
ablutionary duties for the Yajamana, or were engaged in studying
and teaching the Vedic system.

Ayagapata

It is the Prakrit form of Aryak-patta, that is, a tablet of homage,
or a stone slab with certain auspicious symbols and sometimes
even an image carved on it, for purposes of worship. This was in
vogue among the Jains and the Buddhists prior to the emergence
of image worship or the installation of idols of the Tirtharnkaras
and the Buddha. Although in the inscriptions the term used :i«
Ayagapata, it should be correctly read as Aydgapatta because paiia
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" means that slab on which something is scribed whereas pafa means
cloth or curtain or door panel, usually.

Siddham
Some of the inscriptions begin with Siddham or Sidham, which
simply means “Success”, or, “There be success”. Sometimes the

bcgmmng is Namo Szddbam and it would also mean “Hail
success”. ‘

When the full form Namo Siddhanam is there, it would refer to
the second part of the Jain Hymn of Obeisance. The two parts of
the Hymn would be Namo Arahantanam, Namo Siddhanam, or
Namo Sava Sidhanam, meariny Gheisance to the Emancipated
Ones (Tlrthamkaras), Obersance v wie Perfect Ones.

Namdi

Naridi (Nandi) is related to the Saiva iconography. Nandr (or
the bull, not the castrated bullock) is the VZhana (vehicle), as well
as a Gapa (attendant), of Siva. Setting up of a Namdi image would
indicate that it ought to be related to Saivism.

Lepa, Gupha and Gumpha

These terms refer to cave dwellings excavated for the use of
the ascetics. Gumpha or Guphi (or kubha) refers to large cave.
Lena, as used in the Khandgiri-Udaygiri cave inscriptions, also
refers to large caves where the ascetics could stay.

Lepa in the Pabhosa Cave Inscription and in the Pale Cave
Inscription has a restricted meaning referring to a cell, excavated
inside a bigger cave. The dimensioas of these cells are such in
which a person cannot lie straighi or stand erect or even sit upright.
The dimensions indicate that thesz cells were excavated for ascetics
for performing meditation or perance when they wanted to be let
alone, all by themselves and unto themselves. This could have
been some mode of meditation ¢r penance with the followers of
Purana Kassapa, as also with some sects of Buddhism.

Podhi

It means a cistern or a water-bowl carved out in the wall of thc
cell for storing water for the use of the ascetic using the cell for
meditation or penance. Among the Jain ascetics of either the
Digambara or the Svetambara denomination the use of such water
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storage is not known to have been in use. The Jain monks usually
carry a wooden kamamdalu for storing water.

Pasado

The word pasado has been found used in some inscriptions
from Mathura. It is equivalent to Sanskrit prasadah, meaning grace,
benediction or blessing. In the context it should not be equated
with prasidam, to mean temple or some building for worship
purposes. The word used to denote temple in the Mathura
Inscrlptlon of those times is Arhatayatana

Illustratlvc Inscrlptlons '

In the hght of the above dlscussmn about some of the important
terms used in the Prakrit 1nscr1pt10ns of the period from 3" century
B.C. to 4t century A, D., we would note below eight inscriptions
which would 1llustrate the 1mportant key-words to bear upon the
meaning and content. In interpreting these inscriptions we cannot
go by strict grammatical rules, and the interpretation of the text
has to be attempted with reference to the context without insisting
upon correct grammatical construction. The mscnptmns are noted
in more or less a cchronological order.

1. The Pabhosa Cave Inscriptions
‘The cave.is on the top of the Pabhosa Hill, some 4 km. north-
west of Kosam in the Kaushambi district of Uttar Pradesh. It has
been cut in the face of the hill and is rather inaccessible. It is
9 feet deep; 7 feet 4 inch wide and 3 feet 3 inch high, with-a door
2 feet 2 inch wide and 1 feet:9 inch high, and two windows 1 feet
7 inch wide and 1 feet 5 inch high, each. Of the two inscriptions,
one is in 8 lines incised above the left top corner of the entrance
door and the other in 3 lines on the west wall opposite entrance.
These inscriptions were edited by A. Fiihrer in the Engrapbza
Indica, 11, pp..240-43,
The text of the inscriptions-is as follows
1. Rajno Gopaliputrasa
Bahasatimittrasa
- matulena Gopaliya.. .
- Vaihidariputrena Asa -
. Asadhasenena lenam



<.A
7 frue

karitam Udakasa dasa
me savachhare Kassapiyanam Araharn
(ta)nam.e..1.i...c

2. Adhichhatraya rano éonakéyanaputrasya Vamgapalasya
putrasya rafio Tevaniputrasya Bhagavatasya putrena
Vaihidariputrena Ashaghasenena karitarn

These two inscriptions should be rendered into English as
follow :

1. This cave was caused (to be excavated) by Ashaghasena,
the son of Vaihidari (the same as the mother of) Gopali and the
maternal uncle of King Bahasziiratitra {who was) the son of Gopali,
in the 10% year, (for the use or) the Kassapiya Arahamtas.

2. Caused (to be excavated) by Ashaghasena of Ahichhatra,
the son of Vaihidari and King Bhagavata (who was) the son of
Tevani and King Vamgapala, the son of Sonakayana.

Comments ,

In inscription 1, Asd in line 4 is redundant, Udakasa in line 6
seems to be superfluous, and the mutilation in line 8 should contain
a word to indicate ‘for the use of’, and not ‘for the worship of'.
Udakasa may, however, mean ‘of Udika’ and it might have been
a nickname of Bahasatimittra.

King Bahasatimittra should be identified with Bahasatimita,
King of Magadha, mentiéned in the Hathigumpha Inscription of
Kharavela. (Ref. my The Hathigumpha Inscription of Kharavela
and the Bhabru Edict of Asoka, 2™ ed., 2000, pp. 42-46).

Although the donor Ashadhasena was the son of the King of
Ahichhatra, descended from Vaingapala and Bhagavata, he was
himself not the king, which indicates that he was serving under
King Bahasatimittra who was the ruler in this area.

A curious mode of indicatiiig relationship is noted here.
Ashadhasena was the maternal uncle of Bahasatimittra. Gopali
(the mother of Bahasatimittra) was the sister of Ashadhsena. The
mother of both Gopali and Ashadhasena was Vaihidari, and she

*»-has been mentioned as Gopaliya Vaihidari.
~wi Kaséapiya Araharmta, here, refers to the ascetic followers of

Purana Kassapa. This is a hitherto known solitary reference to the
followers of Piirana Kassapa, in the 2"-century B.C. The earlier
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hypothesis that it was ‘for the worship of Arahamtas, that is the
Jain Tirtharmkaras, because Mahavira and Par§vanatha were of
Kasyapa Gotra’, is not tenable because the ascetic followers of
these Tlrthamkaras are not known to have been referred to as
Kasyapiya Arahamtas, nor these Tirthamkaras are known to have
been designated as such.

2. The Ayagapatta inscription from Kosam

This inscription was found by Major B.D. Basu in December
1908 from the ruins of Kosam, and was edited by R.D. Banerji in
+ Archaceological Survey of India, Annual Report, 1913-14, pages
262-63 (Plate LXXa).

It is inscribed on one edge of a square slab of red sandstone
The slab measures 2 feet 1 inch by 2 feet 1 inch, and is 3.5 inch
thick, is broken on one ‘corner and is carved on one face only. In
the centre of the slab is carved a full-blown lotus flower with eight
petals, surrounded by four Tri-ratna symbols in which the
projections on the sides are shaped like fish-tails. The corners of
the squares in which these symbols are disposed, are occupied by
four branches of date-palm; and around the side on the square
runs a border adorned with the cable design or lotus-rosettes of
various shapes or undulating creepers mingled with blossoming
lotus-flowers, and the like.

The inscription is in 3 lines, in the Brahm1 script of circa
1% century B.C. The text is as follows :

Sidha Rajfio Savamitrasa savachhare 10 2...kha maha klya

Thavirasa Baladasasa navatana $a... Savanandisa artevisisa..

.. vapalatana ayapato tha . yati.... . ye

The mutilations have been restored and the reconstructed text,
with restorations in bracket, is as follows :

Si(d) dha(th) R(a)jfio S(i)vamitrasa sa{shjvachharel0 2.... kha
maha kiya... '

Thavirasa Baladasasa n(1)va(r)tana sa.. S(i)vanandisa
amtevasnsa ‘

(Sl)vap(a)l(l)tana ayapato tha(pa)yati (Arhata puja)ye

In line 1, the letters kha maha kiya and the mutilations before
and after these letters may indicate the place name but it cannot be
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made out. In line 2, sa... appears. to be the scribe’s mistake which
has not been erased. S : :

~It should be rendered into. Enghsh as- follows : S

‘(There be) success. In the year 12 of King S;vamitr,a,-.'.... This .
ayagapatta (tablet-of homage) has been installed for the worship .
of the Arahamtas, by Slvapallta the disciple (amtevasi) of -
Sivanarndi, at the behest of Sthavira Baladasa .
Comments

Slddbam at the begmnmg 51mply md1cates an ausplclous
begmmng as. suggested by Banerji. It is not an abbrev1at10n of
Namo Siddhanarm of the Jain Hymn of Obeisance.

The key-words are Thavira and Amtevasi. The Tri-ratna motif
d1splayed on the tablet is common to both the Jalns and the
Buddhlsts In view of the facts that the Jain monks ‘are not usually'
desrgnated as Sthavira and the. practlce of Amteva51 is also not
prevalent in the Jaln monast1c order, the practlce of installing
ayagapaftas was common to both the Jains and the Buddhists, and
Arahamta was also common to both, there is a strong presumptlon '
that this ‘tablet of homage mlght belong to Buddhlsm and m1ght
have been a relic of the Ghositarama monastery

The Buddhist monasteries of Ghosxtarama at Kaushambi and
Jetavana-Vihara at Shravasti had been established in the time of
the Buddha himself. It is quite likely that the aged monks
permanently resided there and had dlSClpleS to-look after them.

3. The Pale Cave Inscr1pt1on

A 4-line inscription was discovered by Mr R.L. Bh1de in Apr11
1968. It was reported by Dr. H.D. Sankalia in the Dharmayuga of
5" December 1968 and was later dealt at length in his article in
the Mahavir and his Teac[u'ngs (pp- -389-94). (published by the
Bhagavan Mahavir-2500" . Nirvana Mahotsava Samiti, Bombay).
Dr. Sankalia also noted that the inscription was being edited in the .
Epigraphia Indica by Mr. Bhide and.Dr. (Mrs.) Shobhana Gokhale.

The village Pale is in Pune district, about 13 km. off the main
Mumbai-Pune Road from Kamshet. To the left of the village is the
foot of a hill; on the top of which there is a cave, at a height of
some 70 meters, reached by-a difficult climb because the slope is
thickly covered with vegetation. The cave faces the east, and it
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measures 22.75 meters in depth, 5.67 meters in breadth and 7.27
meters in height.

On the left hand wall of the cave there is a cell measuring 1.27 .
meters in depth, 1.2 meters in breadth and 1.21 meters in height,
and it has also a bench inside. An inscription is carved on this wall
just near the original entrance, about 2 meters above the ground .
level, and below the inscription is also carved out a cistern. The
inscription is carved on a specially prepared space about 50 cms.
by 40 cms., and the inscription engraved in 4 lines occupies an -
area of 39 cms. by 17 cms.

The inscription is in Brahmi script, palaeographlcally of about
the beginning of the Christian era. It is in inscriptional Prakrit of
Western Maharashtra of that time. It is in 4 lines, as follows : - -

Namo Arahmtanam Katuna

da Bhadamta Imdarakhitena lena

karapita Podhi cha sahakahi

saha

The text of the mscnptlon permits the following translation :

'Obeisance to the Arahamtas. This cell dwelling together with
the water-bowl, has been excavated by Katu along with his
associates for Reverend Irhdarakhita.'
Comments

Bhadamta is the key-word which provides a clue to the
interpretation of this inscription. Bhadamta (Bhadanta) is an
appellation used for Buddhist monks and means simply ‘reverend’.
It bears out that it relates to Buddhism. Imdarakhita is also a usual
Buddhist name. The names of Buddhist monks are found as.
Indarakhita, Buddharakhita and- Dhammarakhita, and the like. ’

Da in line 2 seems to be the scribe’s error because it does not
carry any sense. Katuna in line 1 is the donor. It may also mean
‘by Katuna’ or ‘by Katu’. It is an unusual name but it seems to be
in line with many other names found in the Prakrit 1nscr1pt10ns of
those times, and which seem to refer to the foreigner Sakas who
had adopted Buddhism.

Dr. Sankalia interpreted it to be a Jain Inscription, misled by
the beginning ‘Namo Arahamtanam’ The word Arahanta
(Arahamta) is also used for Tathagata Bhagavan Buddha, as also

e, 209 1



for the Buddhist monks. Therefore, the invocation to the Arahamtas
at the beginning of the inscription does not relate it to Jainism
alone. Since the word Bhadamta applies generally to the Buddhist
monks, and not in relation to the Jain monks, it determines its
relationship with Buddhism. The provision of cistern (podhi) or
water-bowl for storing water, also suggests that it could not be -for-
the Jain monks.

Lena means a cave dwelling, more spe01ﬁcally a cell carved
inside a big cave, and not the cave as such. The dimensions of the
cell are such that a person cannot lie down or stand or even sit
comfortably inside it. The specific purpose of such dwelling is not
known but it may be presumed that they were used by some ascetics -
including the Buddhist monks for purposes of meditation or .
penance of some sort. The provision of water-bowl in this case is
also peculiar because it is not usually mentioned along with the
lena elsewhere. It may be due to some personal requirement of
Reverend Imdarakhita who might be suffering from some affliction
in which water might be necessary.

Here, Arahamtanam signify the Buddha and the Buddhist
monks who formed the Buddhist congregation. (Sarhgha).
Obviously the donor would not be the Reverend Buddhist monk,
instead it was provided for him. Szhakahi saha may refer to the
associates of the donor who might have contributed in this pious
deed. ,

4. The Mathura inscription of Utaradasaka

The inscription is incised on a large ornamental rectangular
slab. It was found during excavations at the Kankali Tila at
Mathura. It was reportéd by George Biihler in Epigraphia Indica,
I, at no.1 with plate, and is no. 93 in the Liiders’ List in the E.Z, X,
Appendix. VK. Sharma has referred to it in his History of Jainism
with special reference fo Matbura 2001, bp 141, 220. "

The text of the inscription is :

Samanasa Maharakhitasa amtevasisa Vachhlputrasa savakasa
Utaradasakasa pasado toranam
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It would mean : ‘The gateway was donated by Sravaka
- Utaradasaka, the son of Vachhi who was: the disciple of Sramana
Maharakhita, for obtaining benediction’.

The inscription is undated. It is in the Brahmi script and is
assigned to circa 2" —1* century B.C. on the basis of palacography.

It has all along been taken to refer to the donation of a gateway
of a temple (pasado toranam). The construction does not, however,
seem to permit this interpretation. It simply refers to the gift of a
gateway for invoking prasadah or benediction.
~ The name Maharakhita and the thention of Amtevasi seem to
indicate that it might have been related to some Buddhist shrine.
The use of the appellation of Samana (Sramana) as well as of sgvaka
(Sravaka) are also important. Vachhi (Vatsi) is a feminine name
and indicates that she was the female disciple of Sramana
Mabharakhita to look after him.

5. The Mathura inscription of Dhamaghosha

It is a two-line votive inscription found from the Kankali
Tila, Mathura. It is reported in E.Z, X, App., no. 99 of Liiders’ List;
and is referred to by V.K. Sharma, op. cit., pp. 149, 220.

It is in the Brahmi script of about the begmnmg of the Christian
era, and reads as follows :

Bhadamta Jayasenasya amtevasiniye
Dhamaghoshaye dano pasado

It should be translated as “A gift (or charity) by Dhamaghosha,
the female disciple of Bhadamta (Reverend) Jayasena, to get
blessings”.

The use of Bhadamta seems to indicate that it related to
Buddhism. It also shows that in those times Buddhist monks also
had female disciples to take care of them. In the inscription of
Utardasaka, noted above, also Vachhi was the female disciple of
Sramana Maharakhita.

The word pdsado here, too, is equivalent to Sanskrit prasadaf,
meaning grace, benediction or blessing. Similar is the case in the
inscription of Asa, noted below. It is not synonymous with prasadam
to mean temple. The words used for temple in the Mathura
inscriptions of those times are Arahatiyatana and Dzvakula. '
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6. The inscription of Phuphaka’s wife Asa

This fragmentary inscription from Mathura was noticed in the
Indian Antiquary, XXXIII, p. 151, in A.D. 1905. 1t is also
mentioned in Jain Shilalekha Saagraha II, (ed. Vijaymurti, 1952),
p. 53, no. 86.

- Itis in 2 lines, as follows :

............ ye Mogaliputasa Phuphakasa bhayaye

Asaye pasado

It seems to record some charity given by Asa, wife of Phuphaka
who was the son of Mogali, to get benediction. As we have noted

“earlier, the word pasido has been used here also in the sense of
prasadah.
~ The inscription is in the Brahmi script of about the beginning
‘of the Christian era.
ogaliputa is a Buddhist name. Phuphaka and Asa seem to be
the 1nd1genous folk names equivalent respectively to Pushpaka
~and Asa.

Thus the inscriptions of Utardasaka, Dhamghosha and Asa,
noted at no. 4, 5 and 6 above, may refer to some Buddhist
establishment in Mathura in circa 2™ century B.C. to 1 century
A.D. Mathura was undoubtedly a centre of Buddhism in those
times.

7. The Mathura inscription of Year 39 of Huvishka

It was found engraved on a pillar with elephant head. The
inscription is in 4 lines, in the Brahmi script, and is dated in the
Year 39 of Kushana King Huvishka, corresponding to A.D. 117.
It was a stray find and was reported in the Archaeological Survey
Report, 111, pp. 32-33. It is also mentioned at No. 41 in Liiders’
" List, EZ, X, App., and is referred to by V. K. Sharma, op. cit.,

" P. 173. The text is as follows :

Maharajasya Devaputrasya Huvishkasya sam 39

he 3 di 11 etaya purvvaye Nandi Visala

pratishthapito Sivadasa $reshthiputrena $reshthina

Aryyena Rudradasena Arahamtanam pujaye

It would be rendered into English as - ‘On the 11™ day of the
third- month of Hemanta in the Year 39 of Maharaja Devaputra

1]
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‘Huvishka, this huge Nandi was installed by the merchant Arya
Rudradasa, the son of merchant Slvadasa to h'onour the
Arahamtas’. S R

The names of the donor and his father suggest that they were
j_Sa1V1te ‘The' setting up ‘of Nandr who ‘is partlcularly related to
'Saivism, alsoindicates their Sa1v1te leaning. ‘In this -context the

" mention ‘of Arahamita does not seem to refer to the Fain or Buddhist
" Arahamita: 1t seems that about that time there was some sect of the

~ ascetics who belonged to the Saivite cult and they also® styled
themselves as Arahamtas. This’ terni would therefore mean only
‘the venerable ones’. SRR S

Saivism was' also popular in the region in those tlmes and

‘Siva is found" portrayed, among many other gods and’ goddesses
including the Buddha on the coms of Kamshka the grandfather

~of ‘Huvishka.

“'" Arya is used as an honorific; equlvalent to ‘Noble or *Sri’.

8. ‘The inscription of the Year 299 - from Mathura

This 1nscr1pt10n was reported by George Buhler in Journal of

tbeRoya]Aszatzc Soc1ezjy, 1896 pp. 578-81. 1t i is at no. 78 in Liiders’

_List, EZ, X, App and is also referred to by VK Sharma op. cit,
pp. 149- 50.

Itisin 5 lines, in the Brahmi script, and reads as follows (with

: ;restoratrons in ‘brackets) :

' ‘Namas sarva Siddhana Arahantana Mahara_]asya RaJatlrajasya

: samvachhara sate d(utlye nava navatyadhlke)

200 90 9 Hemantamase 2 divase 1 Arahato Mahav1rasya
pratlma
: . sya Okharrkaye dhltu Ujhatlkaye cha Okhaye srav1ka
' bhaglmy(e)

... Sarikasya Sivadinasya cha etalh Arahatayatane sthaplt(a)
.. ........ Devakulam cha = e

It may be rendered into English as follows :

‘Obeisance to all the Siddhas and Arahantas. On the ﬁrst day
of the second month of Hemanta in the Year 299 of Maharaja
Rajatiraja, the image of Arahata Mahavira was installed in this
temple of Arahantas, by Ujhatika and Okha, daughters i Okharika,
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and Sravika (female lay devotees) sisters of Sarika and Sivadinﬁ.
..... and the Devakula.’

This inscription seems to indicate some important historical
facts. Firstly, that the year reckoning of the Kushanas was current
in the Mathura region long after the rule of the Kushanas had ended.
Maharaja Rajatiraja was the title used by the Kushana kings. The
* Year 299 takes us to A.D. 377. By that time Mathura had become
a part of the Gupta Empire, therefore it is not possible that any
scion of the Kushana family might have had a principality in or
around Mathura. The inscription also does not mention the name
of any person with that title.

The other important feature of this inscription is that it mentions
the Jain Hymn of Obeisance with the SiddHas preceding the
Arahantas. In the Hathigumpha Inscription of Kharavela (circa
172 B.C)) it is the Arahantas who precede the Siddhas. It seems to
indicate that by the time of the instant inscription (A.D. 377) the
Five-fold Jain Hymn of Obeisance was not fully standardized and
the devotees could take liberty in paying obeisance to the Arahantas
and the Siddhas as they liked. It also indicates that the components
of Acharya, Upadhyaya and Sadhu were added to the Hymn later
on and the present prevalent form ought to be thus taken posterior
to A.D. 377. .

The term used in this inscription for the Jain temple is
Arahatayatana. The mention of Devakula seems to indicate that
by that time some secondary deities had emerged and the term
may indicate that idols of some such deities were also installed.
Epilogue

The above discussion may inspire scholars in the field to
review the interpretations of some of the ancient epigraphs. Such
an exercise may also be dttempted to re-evaluate the literary
traditions and data to sift the cogent and coherent historical
material.
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