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Prakrit and Jainism in Interdisciplinary Perspective : by Dr.
Gokul Chandra Jain; pub. Research Institute of Prakrit Jainology
and Ahimsa, Vaishali-844128; 2010; pp 144; Price Rs. 160/-

Dr. Gokul Chandra Jain is former Head of Department of
Prakrit and Jainagama, ‘Sampurnanand Sanskrit University
Varanasi. He is an elderly scholar of Prakrit literature and Jainism.
In the instant volume 16 illuminating chapters on Prakrit and
Jainism are included. The chapter on higher studies and research
in Prakrit and Jainology, objectively gives an account of the history
of Prakrit Studies, and suggests a mode of planning for higher
education and research in Prakrit and Jainology with a scholarly
outlook and within the frame of national policy of higher
education and research.

Other chapters deal with the Jain Prakrit literature,
Mahavira, Yoga in Jain tradition, Jain art and culture, and Jain
Sanskrit literature. In the chapter on resources of Jainism for
inter-religious dialogue, it has been rightly concluded that Jainism
as religious system provides many meeting points for inter-
religious dialogue and conveys to the modern world the message
of peace and understanding for social good.

The Author as well as the Publishers deserve
congratulations for bringing out this useful and thought-giving book.

The World Around : by Mr. Ratan Chandra Gupta; pub. City
Montessori School, 12 Station Road, Lucknow; 2014, pp 144.

Mr. Ratan Chandra Gupta is the General Secretary,
International Conferences of Chief Justices on Article 51 of the
Constitution of India. These conferences are being organized by City
Montessori School. The first conference was held on 26 May, 2001.
This year during December 13-16, the15" International Conference
was held. Mr. Gupta has been convening these conferences since
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2001. “The World Around” is the compilation of his speeches,
editorials and articles with regard to these conferences.

In the preface Mr. Gupta has explained the purpose of these
conferences. It is to involve world Judiciary in creating wider
awareness for world unity and world peace. Article 51 of our
Constitution relates to promoting international peace and security
and is.a reference point to convey the subject matter for the
certference.

Besides giving a detailed account of the mission and
activities of the City Montessori School as visualised by founder
Dr. Jagdish Gandhi in collaboration with Dr. Bharti Gandhi,
Mr. Gupta has dealt with the subject of World Unity and world
Peace, in a very scholarly manner. There is no doubt that from
childhood itself the temperance for world peace and world unity
should be generated. But whatever is happening in our country
and in the world around is a disparaging scenario. All the same,
thanks are due to Mr. Gupta for so dexterously enlightening on the
theme of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam and the significance of
Article 51 of the Constitutional of India.

Jain Tirthankaras : Historicity and Antiquity : by Dr. Binod
Kumar Tiwary, pub. SKPG Jain Philosophical & Literary
Research Centre, 2, Mewadpatanwala Estate, LBS Road,
Ghatkopar (W), Mumbai-400086; April 2014; pp. 112; Price
R- 150/-

The author Dr. Binod Kumar Tiwary is Associate Professor
and Head of Department of History, U.R. College, Rosera
(Samastipur). He did his Ph.D. on “Rise and decline of Jainism
in Bihar”. His book “History of Jainism in Bihar” was earlier
published. ,

In the present book Dr. Tiwary has narrated the historicity
and antiquity of Jainism in a rationalistic style, although taking a
note of the literary traditions. A brief life-sketch of all the 24
Tirthankaras, beginning with Rishabhadeva and ending with
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Mabhavira, has been attempted. The brief description, supported
by traditional references, may evoke curiosity in the reader to
know more about the historical background of the Tirthankaras.
The author & publisher deserve compliment for bringing out this
introductory book on the Jain Tirthankaras.
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