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The Jain Speculative Thought
Cosmos

According to the Jain speculativ thought the cosmos or
universe is eternal; it has no beginning or end. There is no Creator
or Dispenser. 7

The cosmos is based on 6 elements. These elements are
Jiva, Ajiva (Pudgala), Dharma, Adharma, Akasa, and Kala.-

Jiva is designated as soul. It is consciousness permeated.

Ajiva or Pudgala is matter which does not have
consciousness. Its indivisible minutest particle is Anu.

It is the fusion of the Anu or particles of matter with the
particles of conscious Jiva which results in the creation of cosmos.

Dharma is the principle of motion. The particle of Jiva
and Ajiva constantly move because of the principle of motion.

Adharma is the principle of rest. Movement must stop
at a certain point. That point denotes the stationary position.
But movement does not cease and the process goes on.

Akasa is space. Space is limitless. It contains the total
cosmos. Its indivisible minutest part is Pradesa. The part of
space where all the 6 elements exist is called Lokakasa. Beyound
that there is still space and it is called Alokakasa.

Kala or time is infinite like the innumerable Anu of Jiva
and Pudgala. The individual minutest part of Kala is Samaya
which is the time taken by one Anu to reach the other Anu.
Vastu (Substance) ‘

Every substance which fills the cosmos, has three stages.
These stages are birth, decay and eternity. It means that whatever

is born or grows, it gradually decays or is spent, but its original
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stage stays. All the time there is movement and with every movement
there is change. This change results in different modes or forms.
Anekanta (Multi-lateral thought process)

Anekanta is an importent dimension of the Jain
speculative thought. It promotes the temper of giving due
consideration to the views of others, howsoever divergent or
contrary they may be to our view. We should appreciate that
everything or event is multilateral. We think about it from one
point of view but there may be other aspects also. The temper of
Anekanta should lead to an atmosphere of tolerance and peaceful
co-existence. It is antithesis to dogmatism or fundamentalism.
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Iconology

Evolution of the Jina Image -
- Dr. Ram Kumar Dikshit

All the three great religions that originated in
Bharatavarsha, viz, Brahmanism, Jainism and Buddhism, believe
in image worship. However, none of them started with idol
worship. It was adopted by them only at a later stage in their
history.

Jainism, like Brahmanism, has an elaborate pantheon,
consisting of a number of male and female divinities of various
categories - the principal objects of worship being the twenty-
four Tirthankaras regarded as devadeva or devadhideva. Their
images are ceremoniously installed in the temples and worshipped
by the devotees. The Jains do not worship any ‘god’, but regard
their Tirthankaras as fit objects of worship. They not only instal
their images in the temples but have also translated the important
events of their lives into stone or bronze so that the devotees may
be inspired by them. ‘

The origin of Jainism goes back to hoary antiquity, but it
is not easy to determine when the anthropomorphic image of the
Tirthankara first came into existence. There is considerable
divergence of opinion among modern scholars on this issue. The
discovery of a nude male torso in red sandstone at Harappa has
led some scholars to believe in the existence of the icons of the
Tirthankaras in the Harappan age.! Other scholars, however, are
sceptical about it.? Likewise, the Lohanipur torsos of naked male
figures — one polished and the other unpolished - are cited to
prove the existence of image worship among the Jains in the
Maurya-Sunga period. Support to this view is also lent by the
Hathigumpha Inscription of Kharavela, which refers to the
recovery and reinstallation of (an image of) the Jina which had
been carried away from Kalinga by Nandardja. These isolated
notices, however, do not enable us to trace the evolution of the
Jina image, for which we have to depend mostly on the Mathura
finds.
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Stages in evolution

In ancient times, Mathura was an important centre of
Jainism. A very early Jaina stipa, styled devanirmita stipain an
inscription,’® that existed there has been assigned to 3™ century
BC. The excavations at Mathura, particularly those conducted at
the site of Kankali Tila (the site of an important Jaina stidpa)
have yielded a number of sculptural and architectural pieces
which throw very valuable light on the problem under review.

Firstly, we have to take note of the several ayagpatta
recovered from the Kankali Tila, ascribed to the Scythian period
of Indian history on palacographic grounds. These slabs were
installed round the stipa to receive offerings and for worship.
One of them actually illustrates their position round the stipa
where worshippers are offering flowers heaped on their
platforms.* Some of these dydgpatta contain a diminuitive figure
of the Tirthankara, seated in padmdasana in the centre of the tablet,
surrounded by other auspicious (marigala) symbols, such as a
svastika, a pair of fish (imina-mithuna), tri-ratna, etc.® In the
earlier of these 3yagpatta, however, we do not notice the figure
of the Tirthankara : his place is taken in them by a symbol- a
stipa’ or a dharmachakra’- This has led to the inference that in
the beginning the Tirthankaras like the Buddha, were represented
only aniconically. Anthropomorphic representation came later.
If this view is correct, these votive tablets represent the earliest
stage in the evolution of the Jina figure. These figures are ‘devoid
of any mark of classical influence and are purely of Indian origin’,
representing the conventional type of the yogi seated erect in
meditation.

The next stage in the evolution of the Jina image is noticed
in the Kushana period, when we begin to get their independent
images. They represent two distinct types — (1) seated cross-
legged in dhyana mudra and (2) standing erect in kdyotsarga
pose. These images have certain distinctive features, viz., stiff
posture, elongated arms, youthful appearance, serenity, nudity
and Srivatsa symbol on the chest — thus conforming to literary
tradition.® They also show chakra symbols on their palms and
soles, and some of them are provided with a halo around their
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head. As already stated, they represent a distinct type in Indian
sculpture — viz., the Yogi type, and bear strong resemblance to
the Dakshina—murti of Siva and the image of the Buddha. As a
matter of fact, except for the Srivatsa symbol it would be difficult
to distinguish between a seated Jina image and a seated image of
the Buddha in dhyana mudra. The images of the Tirthankara
belonging to the Kushana age have no /anchhana, and
consequently it is not possible to distinguish one Tirthankara
from the other — unless his name is inscribed on the pedestal,’ nor
is it possible to find out whether an image belongs to the
Digambara or the Svetambara sect.

The Kushana—age images, again, are not provided with
the figures of the attendant Yakshas and Yakshinis, but some of
them have been provided with the figures of chowri-holding
ganadharas, one on each side of the Tirthankara. The pedestals
of this age deserve more than a passing notice; they portray the
figures of two lions supporting the simhasana, a dharmachakra
in the middle, and several worshippers, both male and female.

There is remarkable development in the make up of the
Tirthankara image in the Gupta age. Each Tirthankara is now
provided not only with a distinct /arichhanabut is also flanked by
distinct figures of Yaksha and Yakshini attendants. These new
features help in identifying the images of different Tirthankaras.
Other points of distinction from the earlier age are — ornamental
halo, hair arranged in short schematic curls and the pedestals
occasionally portraying a pair of deer and the figures of the
planets.’® Some of them also seem to have an ushnisha and a
small arpa."!

The composition becomes more elaborate in the later
Gupta and mediaeval ages. In addition to the figure of the
Tirthankara and those of the Sasana-devatas and Ganadharas, a
complete image of this period also shows the particular tree under
which the Tirthankara attained the supreme knowledge, and the
eight pratiharya, viz., the heavenly tree (divya taru). throne (seat),
trilinear umbrella, halo, drum, showers of celestial blossoms, a
pair of chowries, and heavenly music. Several such images of

the mediaeval period are preserved in Lucknow Museum. One of
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them shows Tirthankara Mallinatha as a female, conforming to
the Svetambara tradition. Svetambara i images of this period also
portray the Tirthankara with a piece of cloth to conceal his nudity.
Some of the later texts, like the Ridpamanpdana (vi.4) also
ordain that the images of different Tirthankaras should be shown
in different colours.

1 B.C. Bhattacharya : The Jaina Iconography, 2™ ed., Foreword, p.x
and n.1.
2 cf Agrawala, V.S. : Indian Art, pp 21-22. According to him it represents
the type of nude God referred to in the Atharva Veda as Mah3 Nagna.
Some scholars also doubt their ascription to the Indus Valley age,
cf. Wheeler, M. : The Indus Civilization, p 66.
EL 11, 20
Smith, V. : Jaina Stupa, pl.xx ;Ayagpatta No. J.555, Mathura Museum.
cf J. 249 in Lucknow Museum and J. 255 in Mathura Museum.
¢f J. 255 in Lucknow Museum and Q 2 in Mathura Museum.
cf’ J. 248 in Mathura Museum; Jaina Stupa, pl. viii.
cf. Brihat Samhita, 58.45.
The images of Rishabhanatha and Suparsvanatha or Parsvanatha alone
have some distinct features - the former have loose locks falling down
on the shoulders, and the latter are provided with naga-hood (serpent-
hood) canopies.
10 of JU. PH.S., xxiii, p 56 no. B75.
11 cf Ibid, p. 54 no. B45.
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[Dr. Dikshit (1908-79) was Professor and Head of the Department
of Ancient Indian History & Archaeology, Lucknow University. He was an
authority on Indian Iconology. This paper was presented by him at the
4-day Seéminar on “Jain Thought in Indian Culture”, in the session on ‘the
contribution of Jains in the development of Indian Art’ on Oct. 27, 1975.
This paper is being reproduced so that the inquisitive students of Indian Art

and Archaeology may be benefitted. - Dr. Shashi Kant]
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SUCCESS S
- Miss Sanchita Mittal
The time has come
To leave behind the fun.
Get engaged in studies
Forgetting your buddies.
Achieve new heights
By taking success flights.
Sentiments are to be aside
To be a diamond bright.
No one will remember you
In crowd, your name will flew.
So you have to be unique
To avoid betrayal treat.
Then people will recognize
You as a person wise. .
Honor and respect will be given
Which will transport you to a heaven.
Your story will have a happy ending
With no curves and no bending.

*
Holi

Pink, blue, red, yellow,
Colours are applied by dear fellow.
One more festival has come,
People are lost in their fun.
I can smell the colours in air,
Even birds are also enjoying in pair.
But I am slowly realising ,
How the things are changing.
From my sister to me,
The time hurriedly flee.
I remember when I was a small kid,
I too roamed in colonies with my pichkaries filled.
Yet 'm not that big,
But this thing in my mind clicked
Now I smile,
I was transported to my flashback for a while.
But every stage is special in its own,
The colours of happiness are always blown.
(Baby Sanchita, class XI, is a born prodigy. Her poem in Hindi was published in
Shodhadarsh 74 in November 2011.)
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