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JAIN INSCRIPTIONS OF THE CHALUKYA
- Km. Pinal Jain

The Chalukya power had a modest beginning under
Jayasirnha and his son Ranaraga. During the reign of Pulakesin II
one branch of this dynasty was founded in Vengi and became
famous by the name of Eastern Chalukyas of Vengi. Its main
branch is known as Chalukyas of Vatapi or Badami, which
remained in power till the middle of the 8" century AD and thereafter
it was displaced by the Rashtrakiitas. In tenth century AD one of
the members of this dynasty restored it after dismissing Rashtrakut
power and came to be known as Western Chalukyas of Kalyani.
First we will discuss here inscriptions of the Chalukyas of Badami.
The Chalukyas of Badami

During the reign of Ranaraga, second ruler of this dynasty,
his Saindraka feudatory named Durgashakti donated some land to
the famous Samkha Jinalaya of Puligere. The successor of
Ranaraga was Pulakesin I. One of his epigraphs commences with
reverence to Arhat Mahavira. It registers that his feudatory
Samiyara of the Rundranila—Saindraka family (governor of Kuhundi
district) built a Jain temple at the city of Alaktakanagara. After his
request, king Sri-Satyasrya Pulakesin I ‘having known that the
life of those that are born is transient like the lightening and the
evening rainbow and having impressed on his courtiers that the
acquisition of religion and wealth is esteemed and the only true
reward for wise people’, permitted Samiyara to grant the villages
named Ruvika, Samarivada, Lattivada and Pellidaka together with
their fields to the temple which he built on the occasion of an eclipse
of the moon. Here the acceptance of the transience of life and
hence significance of religion and then permission of making grants
to his feudatory shows his catholic outlook which enabled Jainism
to obtain patronage in courts of his feudatories (samantas).

An inscription of Kirtivarman I engraved on a stone tablet
at the village of Adur records the grant of a field for the danasala
(hall for the distribution of charity) and other purposes, to the Jain
temple which had been built by one of the gamundas or rich
peasants. It also mentions that during the reign of Kirtivarman, a
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certain king Sind was governing the city of Pandipura,
Donagamunda and Elagamunda, who with the permission ofking
Madhavatti, gave to the temple of Jinendra, for the purpose of
providing the oblation, unbroken rice, perfumes, flowers etc., eight
mattalsofrice land. Itis not dated but the style of characters leaves
no doubt that it belonged to Chalukya king Kirtivarman I.
Kirtivarman I was succeeded by his brother Mangalesa.
An epigraph of his reign registers donation of land to a Jain
monastery by the Saindraka chief Ravisakti or Kannasakti. It is
undated but refers to Mangalaraja, who is no other than Mangalesa
of the Badami branch. Aihole inscription of Pulakesin II,
commences with an invocation to Lord Jinendra and mentions that
with the generous support of his patron Pulakesin II, Ravikirti

(writer of this inscription) founded a Jain shrine.

An inscription dated AD 686 of the reign of Vinayaditya
records a grant to an Acharya of Milasamgha anvaya and
Devagana sect. Another part of the same stone tablet dated in 34
year of Vijayaditya mentions that he donated the village of Kardama
for the benefit of Sankha Jinendra at the city of Pulikara, the present
Laksmes$vara. Another inscription dated AD 734 of the time of
Vikramaditya II, though begins with the veneration of Vishnu,
registers that king Vikramaditya Satyasraya had embellished the
Sankhatirtha-Vasati of the city of Pulikara and had repaired the
white Jindlaya (dhavala Jindlaya) at the request of the merchant
Bahubali and also donated a field for the purpose of increasing the
worship of Jina. The stone inscription dated AD 751-52 of
Kirtivarman 1I discovered at the village Annigeri in Navalgunda
taluka of Dharwar district, records the construction of a chaityaor
Jain temple by Kaliyamma, who was holding the office of the
headman of Jebulageri, and the erection of a sculpture in front of
it by a certain Kondisulara-kuppa whose other name was
Kirtivarma-Gosai.

The Eastern Chalukyas

A branch of the Chalukya dynasty was founded by Kubja
Visnuvardhana, junior brother of Pulakesin I, in Andhra country
during the first quarter of the 7 century, which came to be known
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as the Eastern Chalukya dynasty. Jainism received patronage at
the hands of this dynasty also from the very beginning. Ayyanaa
Mahadevi, the queen of Kubja Vishnuvardhana, donated some
land situated in the Tonka Natavadi- visaya for the benefit of a Jain
temple named Nadumbi vasa#/ at Bijiavada (modern Bezwada).
The donation was entrusted in the hands of the Jain teacher
Kalibhadracharya of Kavururi gapaand samgha anvaya. The grant
was renewed subsequently at the time of Vishnuvardhana II, a
later ruler of the family. Vijayaditya VI a/ias Ammall, a later ruler
of this dynasty, in spite of his being of Brahmanical faith, promoted
Jain religion. His three copper-plate records prove it. His
Maliyapundi charter starts with an invocation to Lord Jinendra
and mention that a Jain temple was erected in the south of the
village Dharmapuri by Katakaraja Durgaraja. The title Katakaraja
connotes that Durgaraja was ‘superintendent of the royal camps’.
The temple was named Katakabharna Jinal/aya evidently on the
name of this official and at his request the king made a gift of the
village Maliyapundi for the cost of repairs of breaks and cracks,
offerings, worship etc., of the temple which was in charge of the
teacher Sr1 Mandiradeva of Yapaniya samgha, Koti-Madaya or
Maduva gana and Nandi gachchha.

The Kalachumbarru grant of the king registers the grant of
the same village to a Jain teacher named Arhananndin, belonging
to Valanari gapa and Addakali gachchha for the purpose of
providing for repairs to the charitable dining hall of a Jain temple
called Sarvalokasraya-Jinabhavana. The grant was evidently made
by Amma II himself, but it was caused to be given by a certain
lady named Chamekamba, who belonged to the Pattavardhika
lineage and was a pupil of Arhanandin. She seems to be clearly
marked as a courtesan in the inscription. It would appear, therefore,
that she was the favourite mistress of the king. It is interesting to
note that the temple appears to have derived its name after one of
the predecessors of Amma II, either Chalukya Bhima II or Ammal,
who bore the title ‘Sarvalokasraya’ and during whose regime the
temple possibly came into existence.

The Masulipatam plate of the present king though registers

a grant to a Jain temple, opens with reverence to Vishnu. However,
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it presents a deeply coloured picture of the Jain faith. It introduces
us to a distinguished family of feudatory chiefs who professed the
Jain religion and who flourished during the reign of Chalukya
Bhima II and his son Ammaraja [I. Naravahana I of the family
called 7rinayana-kula, was an officer under the Eastern Chalukya
kings. He, like the preceptor of the gods, was the master of the
science of polity. His son Melaparaja and the latter’s wife
Mendamba were followers of Jain religion. Their sons Bhima or
Raja-Bhima and Naravahana II, ardently followed the path of Jain
dharma. They had a preceptor named Jayasena who was proficient
in Jain philosophy. At the instance of this reputed teacher Bhima
and Naravahana II erected two Jain temples at Vijayavatika and
for the benefit of these temples king Amma II granted the village
Pedda-Galidiparru having converted it into a devabhoga.

An inscription engraved on the wall of Durgapancha cave
at Ramatirtha in the Viziagapatam district is highly interesting; it
furnishes valuable information both about the place itself and a
later king of the Eastern Chalukya lineage. The epigraph belongs
to the reign of Vimaladitya (AD 1011-22) and states that his religious
teacher Trikalayogi Siddhantadeva of the Desi gana paid homage
at Ramakonda with great devotion. This shows, in the first instance,
that the king had become a convert to the Jain faith and had adopted
the Jain teacher as his spiritual guide. Secondly, the record shows
the significance of Ramatirtha as a Jain pilgrimage.

The Chalukyas of Kalyani

" The Chalukyas of Kalyani who succeeded the Rashtrakutas,
were also patrons of Jainism. A large number of inscriptions
ascribed to this period bear testimony to their patronage and their
contribution to the glorious career of Jainism during their hegemony.
Tailap II had a strong attachment to Jainism and patronized Ranna
Kaviratna, the author of Ajita Purana, who received the title of
Kavichakravartin from the king. However, it is alleged that the
Chalukya rulers beginning with Tailapa II, persecuted the Jains.
But the reason behind it may be political rather than religious. The
successor of Tailapa II was Irive Bedarmga Satyasraya. He received
spiritual guidance from a Jain teacher named Vimala Chandra
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Panditadeva of the Dravidasamgha and Kundakundianvaya and .
he constructed a monument (z2zs7dhz) in honor of his guru.
Jayasimha III, grandson of Tailapa II, is said to have been
converted to the Virasaivism under the influence of his wife
Suggaladevi. Hence he is supposed to have persecuted the Jains.
The Basava Purapa states that Devara-Dasimayya, the guru of .
Suggaladevi, who was wife of Desinga, despoiled the sravakas
and induced Desinga to adopt the Saiva religion. According to
Fleet, this Desinga was Chalukya monarch Jayasimha III.
However, this king is also supposed to have constructed a basadi
at Balipura. He is also ascribed to be the patron of many Jain
scholars such as Vadiraja, Dayapal, Pushpasena Siddhantadeva,
etc. One of the titles of Vadiraja was Jagadekamallavadi, which
was given to him by king Jayasimha III Jagadekamalla. His
successor was Somesvara I who had titles of Ahavamalla and
Trailokyamalla. One of his inscriptions mentions that his queen
Ketaladevi had Chankiraja as her feudatory or employee, ‘who
was a very foundation pillar of the precepts of the Arhat, who was
a very king among Jain ascetics and who is a bee on water-lilies
which are the feet of Mahasena, the chief of saints’. He had caused
to be built Tribhuvanatilaka Jina/aya at Ponavada. At the request
of Ketaladevi king Somesvara I made endowments to this temple
in order to provide food for the saints at the Chaityalaya. Another
inscription of his successor Somesvara Il commences with reverence
to Jinendra and records a grant to the temple of Lord Santinatha in
the hands of Kulachandradeva of Miilasamgha and Kapurgana.
We do not have any proof of the observation of Jain worship by
this dynasty but only of patronage either by the kings themselves
or by their feudatories. Among their feudatories the Kakatiyas
and the Polavasa family of chiefs belonged to the same stock of
generals and were set up by Chalukyas as Mahamandalesvara side
by side. The Govindapuram epigraph and theTelugu chronicle
Siddhesvara-Charita show that both the Kakatiya and the
Polavasa families had their leanings towards Jainism. The former
one mentions Madhava Chakravartin as the founder of the Polavasa
family who acquired his military strength consisting of eight
thousand elephants, ten crores of horses and innumerable soldiers

by the grace of Yaksesvari at the command of Jina.
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In the Siddhesvara-Charita, Madhavavarman is said to
be the founder of the Kakatiya family who acquired an army
comprising thousands of elephants and lakhs of horses and foot
soldiers by the grace of the Goddess Padmakshi. This goddess is
beyond all doubt a Jain deity. Such a tradition indicates their inclination
towards Jainism which is supported by their epigraphs also. However,
later on the policy of the Kakatiyas changed and they patronized
Saivism and the persecution of the Jains was also encouraged.

The above discussed inscriptions are testimonials of the
patronage provided to Jainism by different branches of the
Chalukya dynasty.
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It is heartening to know that Shri Veer Kumar Doshi, an
Ex-Serviceman and an eminent social worker, is convening a Workshop
on November 22, 2015, at Akluj (District Solapur, Maharashtra) on
the contribution of the Jain community in national cause.

It is a well known fact that although the Jain community is
numerically small, it has been in the forefront in all national programmes.
Itis also a significant fact that the members of this community are, by
and large, educated. Their contribution in different fields, eg.,
administration, education and engineering, medical, legal and
accountancy professions, has been much higher in proportion to the
numerical strength of the community. It is a matter of pride that one
Chief Justice of India (Justice Rajendramal Lodha) belonged to this
community. In the educational field Dr. Daulat Singh Kothari was
Chairman of the University Grants Commission.

Jainism is one of the basic currents of Indian culture. But due
to some bias it was not being given due place in our cultural history.
During the last century some intelligent members of the community
devoted their time and energy to restore the legitimate place of Jainism
in the composite Indian cultural heritage. In this connection a reference
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needs to be made to my father, Dr. Jyoti Prasad Jain, whose centenary
was celebrated in 2012.

Dr. Jain was a scholar of international repute and an
acknowledged authority on Indology with particular reference to
Jainology. His field of specialization covered history, culture, literature,
art, religion and philosophy. The Jaina Sources of the History of
Ancient India, his magnum opus, is the only authentic work on the
subject. Another important work, Bharatiya Itihasa : Ek Drishti,
(in Hindi), gives a new dimension to the study of Indian History by
doing justice to South India and to sources other than the Buddhist
and Brahmanical. His Religion and Culture of the Jains is an
epitome on Jainism, simple and lucid in style but comprehensive in
treatment. Multiple editions of these works have been published. His
objective approach and comprehensive vision will always guide to
study history in proper perspective.

It may be specifically mentioned that the conviction of the
Jains with Ahimsa (Non-violence) has never been a deterrent for the
Jain young men to join the Defence Services, as also the Indian Police
Service. The convener of this Workshop Shri Veer Kumar Doshi himself
served in the Air Force and my nephew Manish Jain is a Colonel in
the Indian Army. The principle of Anekanta (Multi-lateral process of
thinking) is also a significant contribution of the Jain community. It
provides for peaceful co-existence of diverse faiths and ideologies.

The gentry participating in the Workshop by their experiences
in life and their efforts to contribute to the national cause, will surely
inspire the younger generation to more actively contribute in shaping
and developing our country as a progressive nation. The community
as a whole is committed to help in forging an integrated national
environment which will not allow narrow dogmatism to spoil unity.

My best wishes are for the success of the Workshop and
I whole-heartedly express my thanks and gratitude to the conveners
and participants of this Workshop.
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