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A 3R I SRR gRT o & vy § =
ST &1 78 2 S9 T J.W. M’ crindle : 31 &% Ancient India
— The Invasion of India by Alexander the Great, ¥ ¥ J2[dd
Igd frar o a1 § o g &ar @ 5 Saa ang &1 9m @
T I8 AN & I SmR—faR &1 N 99 arpl A o4t &k
SN Rigra | ®Is 9Iged A8 o7 —

h KALANOS was a gymnosophist of Taxila, who left India
with Alexander, and burned himself alive on a funeral pile at Sousa.
His real name, Plutarch says was Sphines; but the Greeks called him
Kalanos, because, in saluting those he met, he used the word kale!
eqgivalent to hail! The Sanskrit adjective kalyana means salutary,
lucky, well , etc.

Arrian, in The Anabasis of Alexander, writes : Megasthenes
has stated that Kalanos, one of the philosophers of Taxila, was
persuaded to go since he had no power of self-control, as the
philosophers themselves allowed, who upbraided him because he had
deserted the happiness among them, and went to serve another master
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than the deity. When he was in the country of Persia he fell into
delicate health, though he had never before had an illness. Accordingly,
as he had no wish to lead the life of an invalid, he informed Alexander
that, broken as he was in health, he thought it best to put an end to
himself before he had experience of any malady that would oblige him
to change his former mode of life. Alexander long and earnestly
opposed his request; but when he saw that he was quite inflexible,
and that if one mode of death was denied him he would find another,
he ordered a funeral pyre to be piled up in accordance with the man’s
own direction, and ordered Ptolemy, the son of Lagos, one of the
bodyguards, to superintend all the arrangements. Some say that a
solemn procession of horses and men advanced before him, some of
the men being armed, while others carried all kinds of incense for the
pyre. Others again say that they carried gold and silver bowls and
royal apparel; also, that a horse was provided for him because he was
unable to walk from illness. He was, however, unable to mount the
horse, and he was therefore carried on a litter crowned with a garland,
after the manner of the Indians and singing in the Indian tongue. The
Indians say that what he sang were hymns to the gods and the praises
of his countrymen, and that the horse which he was to have mounted
- aNesaian steed of the royal stud - he presented to Lysimachos who
attended him for instruction in philosophy. On others who attended
him he bestowed the bowls and rugs which Alexander to honor him,
had ordered to be cast into the pyre. Then mounting the pile, he lay
down upon it in a becoming manner in full view of the whole army.

Alexander deemed the spectacle one which he could not with propriety
witness, because the man to suffer was his friend; but to those who
were present Kalanos caused astonishment in that he did not move
any part of his body in the fire. As soon as the men charged with the
duty set fire to the pile, the trumpets, Nearchos says, sounded by
Alexander’s order, and the whole army raised the war-shout as if
advancing to battle. The elephants also swelled the noise with their
shrill and warlike cry to do honor to Kalanos.

Plutarch, in The Life of Alexander, gives another notice of
Kalanos : It was here (in Persepolis) that Kalanos, on being for a
short time afflicted with colic, desired to have his funeral pile erected.

S 2016 31



He was conveyed to it on horseback, and after he had prayed and
sprinkled himself with a libation, and cut off part of his hair to cast into
the fire, he ascended the pile, after taking leave of the Macedonians,
and recommending them to devote that day to pleasure and hard
drinking with the king, whom, said he, I shall shortly see in Babylon.
Upon this he lay down on the pyre and covered himself up with his
robes. When the flames approached he did not move, but remained
in the same posture as when he lay down until the sacrifice was
auspicously consummated, according to custom of the sages of his country.
Strabo in his Geography makes the following notices :
Aristoboulos says that he saw at Taxila two sophists, both Brachmans,
of whom the elder had his head shaved, while the younger wore his
hair; disciples attended both. They spent their time generally in the
market-place. They are honoured as public counsellors, and are free
to take away without charge any article exposed for sale which they
may choose. He who accosts them pours over them oil of Jessamine
in such quantities that runs dwon from their eyes. They make cakes of
honey and sesamum, of which large quantities are always for sale and
their food thus costs them nothing. At Alexaner’s table they ate
standing, and, to give a sample of their endurance, withdrew to a spot
not far off, where the elder, lying down with his back to the ground,
endured the sun and the rains which had set in as spring had just
begun. The other stood on one leg, holding up with both his hands a
bar of wood 3 cubits long; one leg being tired he rested his weight on
the other, and did this throughout the day. The younger seemed to
have far more self-command; for though he followed the king a short
distance, he soon returned to his home. The king sent after him, but
the king, he said, should come to him if he wanted anything from him.
The other accompanied the king to the end of his life. During this stay
he changed his dress and altered his mode of life, saying, when reproached
for so doing, that he had completed the forty years of discipline which he
had vowed to observe. Alexander gave presents to his children.
Onesikritos says that he himself was sent to converse with
these sages... ... . He found at the distance of twenty stadia from
the city fifteen men standing in different attitudes, sitting or laying
down naked, and continuing in these positions till the evening,
when they went back to the city. What was hardest to bear was the
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heat of the sun, which was so powerful that no one else could bear
without pain to walk barefooted on the ground at mid-day.

He conversed with Kalanos, one of these sages, who
accompanied the king to Persia, and burned himself after the custom
of his country on a pile of wood. Onesikritos found him lying
upon stones, and drawing near to address him, informed him that he
had been sent by the king, who had heard the fame of his wisdom.
As the king would require an account of the interview, he was prepared
to listen to his discourse if he did not object to converse with him.
When Kalanos saw the cloak, head-dress, and shoes of his visitor,
he laughed and said : “Formerly there was abundance of corn and
barley in the world as there is now of dust; fountains then flowed with
water, milk, honey, wine, and oil, but repletion and luxury made men
turn proud and insolent. Zeus, indignant at this, destroyed all, and
assigned to man a life of toil. When temperance and other virtues in
consequence again appeared, then good things again abounded.
Butat present the condition of mankind tends to satiety and wantonness,
and there is cause to fear lest the existing state of things should
disappear.” When he had finished he proposed to Onesikritos,
if he wished to hear his discourse, to strip off his clothes, to lie down
naked beside him on the same stones, and in that manner to hear what
he had to say.

While he was uncertain what to do, Mandanes, the oldest
and wisest of the sages, reproached Kalanos for his insolence - the

very vice which he had been condemning. Mandanes then called
Onesikritos to him, and said, I commend the king, because, although
he governs so vast an empire, he is yet desirous of acquiring wisdom,
for he is the only philosopher in arms that I ever saw. “The tendency
of his discourse,” he said, “was this, that the best philosophy was
that which liberated the mind from pleasure and grief; that grief differed
from labour, in that the former was pernicious, the latter friendly,
tomen; for that men exercised their bodies with labour to strengthen
the mental powers, whereby they would be able to end dissensions,
and give every one good advice, both to the public and to private
persons; that he should at present advise Taxila to receive Alexander
as a friend; for by entertaining a person better than himself he might
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be improved, while by entertaining a worse he might influence that
person to be good.” After this Mandanes inquired whether such
doctrines were taught among the Greeks. Onesikritos answered
that Pythagoras taught a like doctrine, and instructed his disciples to
abstain from whatever had life; that Sokrates and Diogenes, whose
discourse he had heard, held the same views. Mandanes replied,
that in other respects he thought them to be wise; but that they were
mistaken in preferring custom to nature, else they would not be
ashamed to go naked as he did, and to live on frugal fare, for, said he,
that is the best house that requires least repairs.

He states further that they employ themselves much on natural
subjects as forecasting the future, rain, drought, and diseases. On
going into the city they disperse themselves in the market-places. Every
wealthy house, even the women’s apartments, is open to them. When
they enter they converse with the inmates and share their meal. Disease
of the body they regard as very disgraceful, and he who fears that it
will attack him, prepares a pyre and lets the flames consume him.
He anoints himself beforehand, and when he has placed himself
upon the pile orders it to be lighted, and remains motionless while
he is burning,. .

Nearchos gives the following account of the sages : The
Brachmans engage in public affairs, and attend the kings as counselors;
the rest are occupied in the study of nature. Kalanos belonged to the
latter class. Women study philosophy with them, and all lead
an ascetic life.

- (W YT SRy s o wae S Y SR 1617
# geg 1902 F wHRT A ff)  FomE F a9 e gy @
TE IR uw e W oam 9 Sfeafew =R} ® Rk O
7 e € wxar e e A gfe @ 3w RAdw e
€91 urefres 2| — AIEP)

+4+4+

34 Merest — 83



A relic of history

The Udayana—Vihara
- Prof. D.C. Sircar

A devout Jain named Udayana was the Chief Minister of
the great Solanki king Jayasimha Siddharaja (1094-1144 A.D.) of
Anahila-pattana. He is known to have continued to serve under
Jayasimha’s successor Kumarapala (1144-73 A.D.) Whom he is
said to have once sheltered at Cambay against Jayasimha’s wrath.
There are conflicting traditions regarding Udayana’s death, the
date of which cannot be determined.

According to Merutunga, Udayana became mortally
wounded in a battle with the king of Saurashtra, whom he had
attacked under orders of his master Kumarapala. Jayasirha-siiri
and Jinamandana, however, state that he succeeded in killing the
Saurashtra king and in setting up the latter’s son on the throne.
On the other hand, Prabhachandra says that Udayana died in a
struggle with the Saurashtra king during the reign of Jayasimha
Siddharaja and not of Kumarapala.

Udayana’s son Vagbhata or Bahada is said to have been
adopted as son by king Jayasimha and to have later on served
-Kumarapala as a minister. On the death of his father Udayana,
Vagbhata is known to have. built a religious establishment at
Dhavalakka which is the modern Dholka in the Ahmedabad District
of Gujarat. It was named Udayana-vihara after his deceased father
Udayana. Probably Udayana’s family hailed from Dhavalakka.

A big eulogy in 104 Sanskrit stanzas was composed to
commemorate the construction and consecreation of the Udayana-
Vihara by Ramachandra-muni who was famous as the author of a
hundred works and was one of the most prolific writers of the age.
The poem was engraved on a big stone slab which was fixed into
the wall of the Udayana-Vihara at Dhavalakka.

No trace of the Udayana-vihara has been discovered,
though its history can be gathered from part of the stone slab
bearing the eulogy composed by Ramachandra, which has been
recovered under strange circumstance.
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The fragmentary inscription has been found on the back
side of a slab of black granite stone, the front side of which was
carved into an image of the god Vishnu in high relief. The image
is now worshipped in a temple at Dholka under the name of
Ranachhodaji. The original slab bearing the eulogy was cut into
two parts at a later date for utilizing the left portion for carving out
the Vishnu imagé on the uninscribed backside of it.

A small inscription on the pedestal of the said image shows
that the delty was installed in 1209 A.D. which falls in the reign of
Bhima I (1178-1241 A.D.) of the Soanki dynasty. The inscription
on the original slab recording the construction of the Udayana-
Vihara must, of course, have been set up at an earlier date apparently
before the death of Kumarapala in 1173 A.D. It seems, therefore,
that the Udayana-vihara was destroyed in the period following
Kumarapala’s death, when the Solankis were following an anti-
Jain policy.

Tt is well known that, after his conversion to Jainism in
1159 A.D., Kumarapala took up the doctrine of the sancity of
animal life with such an extra-ordinary enthusiasm that he often
inflicted exceptionally severe penalties on the violators of his rules.
Thus a merchant who cracked a louse was punished by the
confiscation of his property, the proceeds of which were utlised in
building a jain temple. On another occasion, a person was put to
death for outraging the sanctity of the capital city by bringing in a
dish of raw meat.

~ Areaction to this harsh policy set in as early as the reign of
Kumarapala’s successor Ajayapala (1173-76 A.D.). Jain tradition
informs us that the celebrated Ramachandra-muni, author of the
Udayana-vihara eulogy, was involved in a plot of the Jain clergy
to debar Ajayapala from succeeding to the throne of the heirless
Kumarapala, because the prince was antagonistic towards the
Jains and their faith. But Ajayapala succeeded in getting the
throne in spite of the opposition and did not wait to take revenge
on the Jains. According to Merutunga, the new king put
Ramachandra-muni to death by seatmg h1m on a heated plate of
copperin 1174 A.D.
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Since Ramachandra was no doubt a friend of Udayana’s
family, it is not unlikely that the Udayana-vihara was destroyed
during Ajayapala’s reign even though the slab bearing the eulogy
composed by Ramachandra was utilised for some other purpose a
- few years later.

Ramachandra’s small work on the Udayana-vihara is
worthy of the pen of that great Jain scholar and poet. It is written
in a good style and contains valuable historical information.

- Unfortunately only a part of the interesting poem has been recovered.
A vigorous search may lead to the discovery of the remaining part
of the epigraph. For the portion of Ramachandra’s poem already
published, the curious reader may consult Epigraphia Indica,
Vol. XXXV,pp. 92-94.

(The late Dr. D.C. Sircar, M.A. Ph.D., PRS, FAS, FRAS,
FRNS, was Carmichael Professor of Ancient Indian History and
Culture, in the University of Calcutta. He was an undisputed
authority on Ancient Indian Epigraphy. The Select Inscriptions
is his monumental work. The instant article was published some
time in 1930’s. It gives interesting information about Gujrat in
the 12th century A.D. - Dr. Shashi Kant)
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g &1 SN AT ® oRkd T froTare sad 61 9 fRHia”
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IfT ga=TaT g8 1 A IR 9 I Bl s g gW B!
3 U # weneet 82 & U 9 SifiW g R AR WHRIE
D s IEeHx 9971 7Y BTl | S99 AR & UPT B U 38—41
R S g ST AR o9 @ Ruid g srfEEr
ST ERT O UHBIRAT & T § FHI—THT TR AT
= IaRIEl & vy § IFeR 9 g9l &8 |

3T ¥ TR O @ T ST S T o 3T
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24t IRASTT S SIS, SITIRT—282002
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4 A 3 AR W, gaell (2020 @) 13 A XA W W, dE@TS

5 . (#irh) S o, TR (2018 aF) 14 = 4R AR A, IHGA (2017 TH)
6 3N DA TRV TeH, HYR 15 = @ify yarer 9, FRo

7 4 gefEe oA, 98 16 3t oy fHeIR 3mmaTe, FRITEIR
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