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Beyond Doubt

Acharya Padmasagarsuri

The Priest was quite embarassed by his mean behaviour. An ad-
vocate of America asked Swamiji to show him the soul, if it ever ex-
isted. Swamiji, took a needle and poked it on the palm of the person.
When the person reacted to this act of Swamiji by saying that he expe-
rienced acute pain, Swami Vivekananda then asked him to show him
the pain he experienced. The advocate then replied that the pain is
not a thing which can be shown or seen by anyone. It is only a subject
of feeling and experience. To this Swamiji said “As you cannot show
me the pain you experience. So also Atman (Brahma, Jiva or soul)
cannot be shown. But can only be experienced” You cannot see your
reflection in water if it is covered with lichen and marsh. If the lantern
is covered with smoke, it cannot spread its light around. In the same
way if the mind is under the influence of sense pleasures and passions,
one cannot experience the bliss and infinite power of the soul. And
the mind can become pure and serene only by spiritual practice. i.e.
Sadhana and devotion.

As the advocate was enlightened by Swami Vivekananda, 2500
years ago Indrabhuti Gautama too was enlightened by the Lord’s
grace and was able to experience infinite cognition and bliss The train
is big in size and mighty in speed. An accident takes place if the driver
is not careful and if the bridge ahead of the train is broken. Averse to
the mighty train a tiny ant, aware of the danger ahead protects itself.
This potential and awareness in the ant is the power of the soul.

To prove the existence of the soul, the dog also is a good example.
If you are kind to the pet and give him roti and biscuits, he remains
faithful to you and wags his tail on seeing you. But if you do not give
him his share of food he even goes to the extent of stealing them from
your kitchen. He will also not be able to show his face to you, for the
pet too is capable of being guilty of his deeds. The dog who barks
loudly and protects his master from all kinds of mishappenings turns
so weak. Even the animal is aware of its misdeeds, feels guilty and is
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scared to face the master. This kind of feeling and understanding in
the pet is the proof of the existence of the soul.

When the wind blows, the leaves move in the air. The air is not
visible but one does not deny its existence because the effect has a
cause and the result is the “Pramana” i.e. proof for the existence of air.
Thomas Alva Edison, who invented three hundred things and gave
them to the world, once, went indisguise to a science exhibition. He
went up to the students and asked them. “What is electricity”, The
students, professors and the principal were all unable to answer the
question. The Principal told Edison, who was in disguise, “Sir, it is
only because of electricity that fans, bulbs, machines and factories are
able to run (work). It is their functioning which indicates the exist-
ence of electricity. Through the copper wire, the electricity travels at a
speed of 1,86,000 miles/second but at the same time it is invisible. We
cannot exactly say what electricity is. You may leave your address with
us. We shall enquire from Edison and let you know about it

Edison then revealed his true identity and said, “I am Edison, the
inventor of electricity. But I too cannot exactly say what electricity is.
I can only say that the functioning of the machineries prove the exist-
ence of electricity”

This explanation is also applicable in the enquiry of the exist-
ence of the soul. The soul is the actual cause of all activities of the
body. Only due to its presence the eyes, nose, ears, tongue, stomach,
hands and legs are able to carry out their respective functions of see-
ing, smelling, hearing, tasting, digesting and movement respectively.
When the soul leaves the body, the dead body is unable to carry out
any of the activities mentioned above, though they are a part of the
body as before. This proves the existence of some power which is
termed as conscious, Atman, soul, Jiva etc.

The drummer is capable to point out the mistake of the singer. If
the singer goes wrong somewhere, the drums will point out the mis-
take. Just as the instrument is the yard stick of music so also logic is
the yardstick of Reality (truth).

A person was very much interested in treating his friends with
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delicious food. One day he bought a litre of milk and asked his wife
to prepare Kheer (Payasam) for he had invited one of his friends for
lunch, and went away saying that he will return with his friend after
some time. His wife prepared the sweet dish and tasted a litle, to see
if it was tasty and well prepared. She liked it so much that she could
not resist her temptation to eat the whole dish she prepared for her
husband and the guest. Later when her husband came home with his
friend, and did not find the ‘Kheer’ in the dining plate, he enquired
from his wife about the dish. His wife said that their pet cat drank all
the milk and so she was unable to prepare Kheer. The husband did not
believe this, and went to the grocer’s shop and came with a balance.
He weighed the cat and found it to be only of one kg weight. He asked
his wife, “If this is the milk, where is the cat and if this is the cat, then
where is the milk?”

It was with sheer logic and reason that the gentleman was able
to catch the real thief. The wife repented for her mistake and asked
her husband for forgiveness. To sageguard and protect the principles,
from false conceptions becoming a part of it, it is necessary to be well-
versed in logic and right reasoning and take their help when ever need
be. Thus the contradictory statements of all sacred books can be inter-
preted correctly and understood perfectly.

In one particular text of the Vedas, it is written that the body is
born on the combination of the ‘Pancha Mahabhutas’ and the body
emerges into the five elements after death. Hence there is no scope
of a third entity called Atman, to exist. But in many other texts in the
Vedas itself the Atman is described to be:-

“F I SATCHT FAH: T,

i.e. a possessor of infinite cognition, existence and bliss and is
Sadchitananda. This kind of description of the soul in many texts of
Vedas, proves that the description of the former statements must bear

an altogether different meaning for which right interpretation is re-
quired.

Lord Mahavira enlightened Indrabhuti Gautama by interpreting
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the Vedic statements rightly. Since Indrabhuti Gautama was extreme-
ly intelligent, he understood and grasped the truth with much ease

and interest. It is apt to quote Chanakya in this context.
< el @ T T A Y
T TR et AT o e et 1
Just as a drop of oil spreads over the entire surface of water, a
secret revealed to a wicked person spreads around in no time, a little
of charity given to holy saints yields a lot of Punya. So also even a little

knowledge of deep philosophical thought is understood in detail by
sharp and intelligent students and aspirants.

What Indrabhuti understood and realized, is explained in detail
in the following chapter.

CHAPTER 6

Indrabhuti had a doubt regarding the existence of the soul, but
the doubt itself goes to proves the existence of the soul, because the
doubtful existence of a thing proves that the thing is already existent
elsewhere and hence the doubt arose regarding the object. You see
a figure approaching in the dark of the night and you are unable to
identify it either to be a human being or an animal, so also one is un-
able to recognise a shining object seen in the dark either to be silver
or a pearl. One often mistakes in the dark a long rope to be a snake.
In all the above examples the existence of a man, animal, silver, pearl,
snake and rope is established. If the soul was non-existent Indrabhuti
would never have had a doubt regarding the subject.

Just as doubt is a form of knowledge so also, memory, anxiety,
logic, etc., are other forms of knowledge. Knowledge is a character-
istic of the soul. Atman is the one who possesses this quality & if the
possessor of infinite knowledge himself is denied, to whom will the
quality of knowledge be attributed to, because the existence of quality
is based on the thing existing, not otherwise. Hence if the quality ex-
ists, the possessor of that quality is bound to exist and that possessor
of infinite quality, knowledge is termed as ‘Atman’

(Countinue...)
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Contribution of Jainism to

Philosophy, History, and Progress.1

Virchand R. Gandhi

A Hindu story-teller tells us that once upon a time in India, four
friends, a sculptor, a painter, a weaver and a Brahmin, decided to trav-
el from place to place and see the country. In the absence of railways
and stage-coaches, they travelled on foot. After passing through a
thick forest, when night fell, they halted under a tree on the banks of
ariver. Life and property not being secure, they decided that each one
of them should, for three hours, keep watch. First came the turn of
the sculptor. To while away his time, he fetched a huge piece of wood
which he saw at a distance and made a statue of it. At the end of three
hours he retired. It was the painter’s turn now to keep watch. He saw
th statue and painted it. Next the weaver got up, who made a beauti-
ful garment and dressed the statue. Lastly, the brahmin’s turn came.
He looked at the statue, which was of a woman, beautifully painted
and dressed, and thought that without life it was not of much use. So
with his knowledge of magic and mysticism, he introduced life into
it. At day break there stood before them a beautiful woman. Each one
claimed the sole credit of making her. They quarreled and quarreled
until they came to the conclusion that each one had contributed his
share in the production of the woman.

We see the same spectacle in the religious and philosophical
world, each system claiming the sole credit of having given to the
world the whole truth. Bearing the moral of the story in mind, I have
chosen as the subject, “Contribution of Jainism to Philosophy, His-
tory and Progress.”

“Jain” (properly speaking, “Jaina”) means a follower of Jina,
which is a generic term applied to those persons (men and women)
who conquer their lower nature (passion, hatred and the like) and
bring into prominence the hightst. There lived many such Jinas in the

1. Reprinted with kind permission. Ed. From the Asiatic Quarterly Review
July 1900.
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past and many will doubtless yet be born. Of such Jinas those who
become spiritual heads and regenerators of the community are called
Arhats (the deserving ones), or Tirthankaras (bridgemakers in the
figurative sense-that is those by the practice of whose teaching we can
cross the ocean of mundane life and reach the perfect state). Hence
the Jains are also called Arhatas. In each half-cycle of many millions
of years twenty-four Arhats are born. In the present half-cycle the last
Arhat, Mahavira, was born in 598 B.C., in Kundagrama, in the terri-
tory of Videha. He lived seventy-two yeays and attained Moksha (lib-

eration) in 526 B.C.

When European scholars first began to investigate the history
of Jainism, they were struck with the similarities between its ethical
code and institutions and those of Buddhism; hence they thought that
Jainism must be a branch of Buddhism. But thanks to the labours of
Jacobi, Buhler, and Leumann, it is now conclusively proved that Jain-
ism is must older than Buddhism. At the advent of the Buddha tha
Jain sect had already attained a prominent position in the religious
world of India.

We may now turn our attention to the contributions made by
Jainism to Philosophy. In India, as elsewhere, Philosophy become
possible when the struggles for existence were followed by its enjoy-
ment, when the spirit of conquest gave way to a life of peace and in-
dustry. The early effusions of the Aryan people, when we find them on
the march of conquest of the aboriginal races of India, are invocations
of prosperity on themselves and their flocks: adoration of the dawn,
celebration of the struggle between the god who wields the lightning
and the power of darkness, and the rendering of thanks to the heav-
enly beings for preservation in battle. When they settle down, we see
them engaged in a high degree of reflection. Reflection is the moving
spirit of philosophy. But all primitive philosophy concerns itself with
searching for the origin of the world. It postulates, after naive analysis,
an original simple substance, from which it attempts to explain the
multiplicity of the complex world. Philosophy in this sense assumes
various forms. All of them attempt to interpret or rather formulate
the law of causation and in that attempt many, fatigued after the long
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mental strain, stop at some one thing, element, or principle (physi-
cal or metphysical), beyond which they have not mentally the ability
to go. The Sankhya Philosophy, for instance, tries to explain evolu-
tion and even “cosmic” consciousness, and the growth of organs, etc.,
as proceeding from a simple substance called prakriti, or primordial
matter. Orthodox philosophical systems of India-that is, those based
on the Vedas and the Upanishads-adopt either the theory of creation,
or of evolution, or of illusion, or of illusion to explain the origin of the
world. Whaterver theory they resort to, a simple substance or sub-
stances, intelligent, or unintelligent, is or are postulated as the origin
or cause of whatever there exists. Of the primal substance or sub-
stances there is no cause or origin. Early Greek Philosophers-Thales
and others-considered the riddle of existence solved when the origi-
nal material had been stated, out of the modifications of which all
things consist. How the original simple substance converted itself in
to complex substances no philosopher explains. The Jain position in
this matter being peculiar, it will be necessary to take a more extended
survey of philosophy.

One of the functions of philosophy is to advance from the known
to the unknown. The procedures adopted are two-induction and de-
duction. The inductive process is understood as that by which a gen-
eral law is inferred from particular fact is inferred from a general law
which is assumed to be universally true. Smith, Scott, Williams and
others died in the past, therefore all men are mortal; this is induction.
All men are mortal; Wilson is a man; therefore Wilson will die. This
is deduction. Analyzing closely these two processes, we find that in
neither is there any addition of knowledge. The results are only infer-
ences, in some cases it is meretautology. We are not under the present
development of our nature able to observe all facts; hence the induc-
tion is only a working hypothesis at the best. If we happen to meet
a single exception, we have to modify the conclusion. In deduction,
if the general law is found inapplicable to a particular case, we are
obliged to grant that there is an additional factor in that case which
does not come under the general law. So that in both processes the
results have to be verified by actual experience. By themselves they are
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2

not a permanent test. They are not always a correct measure of truth.

In the view of Jain philosophy, the measure of truth is Samyag-
jnana, that is, knowledge purged of all infatuating elements. The con-
stitution of man is such that as soon as he removes moral vices, his
intellective processes flow into a pure channel. I may add that knowl-
edge as knowledge or morality as morality is not the ideal of the Jains.
In fact, some kind of action always goes with every form of knowl-
edge. We never meet with knowledge without action, or action with-
out knowledge. True advancement consists in both being right and
consistent.

Coming back to the questlon of the first beginnings of philoso-
phy, we say that primitive systems, in search of reality, are satisfied
when they postulate a simple substance for the explanation of the
complexity of the universe. This kind of reflection, though primitive,
is an improvement on the spirit of conquest, devastation, and reflec-
tion develop better culture and higher civilization. The history of all
nations bears ample testimony to this fact. India is no exception to
this rule. The day on which the Aryan ancestors of modern Hindus
first began to reflect on the origin of the universe must be celebrated
by them as a national holiday. Unfortunately, such a day cannot be
fixed, and the Hindus have never had a national spirit.

In orthodox Hindu philosophy, the search for the First Cause is
recommended, because it is supposed to land us in the realm of real-
ity, the idea being that effects are unreal, and the true reality is the
First Cause. “The reality which, being indescribable, is always men-
tioned in the Upanishads as it (Tat), is Brahmin; material manifesta-
tions being but shadows of the Eternal Ens, clothed in name and form
(Maya—illusion).”2 Hence, to realize that I am and always have been
Brahma is the sun-mun bonum. The Jain view is that the “realiza-
tion” of the primal substance, out of which the universe has mani-
fested, is no advancement or progress. The Jains are the advocates of
the development theory; hence their ideal is physical, mental, moral,
and spiritual perfection. The very idea of a simple substance, without
qualities, character, and activities, finds no place in the Jain philoso-

2. M.N.Dvivedi “Monism or Advaitism.
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phy, and is regarded as irrelevant and illogical; a characterless cause
manifesting as a qualitative effect is a misunderstanding of the law
of causation. Cause and effect, substance and manifestation, noume-
non and phenomenon, are really identical. Cause is a cause when it
is operating, and an operating cause is itself the effect. Hydrogen and
oxygen, in their ordinary condition, are not water; vibrating in a pe-
culiar electrical way, they are not only the cause and water the effect,
but water is what they are in this relation. Any object, divested of all
relations, could not be called by any other name than Being or Ens.
As an abstraction or generalization, the process has its use. In order
to study the various aspects of things and ideas, this method of analy-
ses is invaluable. But to call being or “eternal Ens” the cause or the
noumenon, or the absolute, and distinguish it from the effect, calling
it the unreal, phenomenon, or relative, is pseudo-analysis. The Jain
process of acquiring knowledge may be described as follows : first,
there is the state of the mind prior to analysis, that condition of things
to which analysis is to be applied. This is what is really meant by unity,
or identity, of the universe with the real which many philosophers
proclaim. It makes no difference whether this unity or identity finds
its home in a sensuous object or a subjective idea, the process is the
same. Next comes analysis-the dissolving, separating, or differencing
of the parts, elements, properties, or aspects. Last comes the synthesis,
which is putting together the primitive indefinite cognition-snytha-
sis-with the subsequent analysis; so that the primitive cognition shall
not be a complete annihilation or disappearance by the condensation
of all differences, and so that, on the orher hand, the analysis shall not
be an absolute diffusiveness isolation, or abstraction, destructive of all
unity, which is not the primitive unity but the relational unity of a va-
riety of aspects. The analytical method is known in the Jain literature
as Naya-vada (consideration of aspects). The synthetical method is
known as Syad-vada doctrine of the inexpugnability of the inextrica-
bly combined properties and relations) or Anekanta-vada (doctrine
of non-isolation). Voluminous works on this subject have been writ-
ten by jain scholars all in manuscripts still unpublished.

(Countinue...)
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