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Beyond Doubt

Acharya Padmasagarsuri

A dead body can never experience joy or sorrow, pleasure or
pain. The one who is able and experiences these is ‘Atman’ The body,
devoid of life also is of the same structure & anatomy of a living body,
but the former is devoid of carrying out any

activities of the living person. In the absence of Atman the dead
body, ceases to be active & becomes useless and ultimately perishes.

I was, I am &I shall be, this eternal feeling which all living beings
possess also proves the authenticity of the existence of the soul.

“There is no ghata” (Pot). This statement proves the very
existence of the pot because if the ghata is not within the sight it does
exist at the potter’s place. In the same way when you say “There is
no Atman or soul” it stands proved that though it does not exist in
a dead body it surely does exist in all living beings. You cannot see
the words uttered and the innumerable sounds you hear in the world
uttered and the innumerable sounds you hear in the world because
they are formless. So also the formless Atman cannot be seen, but is
only subject to experience.

In the pitch darkness of a no moon day, where you are unable
to even see your body, the feeling of “I am” is always there & this is
the most authentic proof of one’s existence; you may be doubtful of
the existence of other things but you can never doubt the existence
of yourself. In the morning when you wake up from deep slumber,
you are always able to remember whether you had a good sleep or
a trouble some one. You are able to recollect your dreams too. Now,
who was the one who experienced all this and was also a witness to
the dreams? I am happy or I am sad, this body is mine, these kind of
feelings can be expeenced only by the soul and not by the body or any
kind of matter.

What is this body after all? It is a house erected on the two leg like
pillars of which the five sense organs are the windows, the stomach is
the kitchen also there is the skin. Kidney etc., which are the excretory
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systems. Who is the master of this house and also who lives in the
house? None but the Atman, the soul, the conscience.

The soul is the master of the body. The mind is the manager.
When the owner of the body falls sick and the tongue is not prepared
to take the bitter medicine, what persuades it to take the medicines?
The sick person is also tempted to take sweets and other etables but
what makes him to give up sweets and drink quinine?

If there is a conflict between the sense organs regarding the
judgement of a sense object, it is only the soul which decides the
exact character of the sense object. Wealth, riches and body are not at-
tached to themselves, it is only the Atman that is attached to all these.

Delicious food is served and as soon as you sit down to eat, the
telephone bell rings and you get the news that the prices of all your
products in the market have gone down and your firm has incurred
heavy loss of lakhs of rupees. Your face turns pale and you do not, feel
like eating the tasty food served before you. It was the mind and soul
that went through grief over the sad news broken to you. There was
no physical change in the body on hearing the news.

To save your hand, when one of your fingers is removed in the
operation, you are relieved of the pain; but for the rest of your life, you
always feel you have lost a finger.

Now it is not the body which feels so.

Two twins are born to a mother and the same mother brings
them up together, showering equal affection and love on both of
them. But the two brothers turn out to be having different characters
and different kind of thoughts. This is because the souls are different
in the two bodies.

The opposite of existing real substances is also real. If matter
exists, its opposite ‘spirit’ also has to exist. Hence jiva is Sat1 (truth)
which remains a reality.

You sacrifice your afternoon nap (sleep) for the sake of a good
business offer; if your son is sick, you do not bother about the best
business offer; but then you also give up your son if he is a hindrance

For Private and Personal Use Only



Shri Mahavir Jain Aradhana Kendra www.kobatirth.org Acharya Shri Kailassagarsuri Gyanmandir

YA R 8 TEd-0%
between you and your wife. Above all these, you do not bother about
your wealth, son and wife and leave them and try to save your life as
your life is most precious and dearest to you. And this Atman is of
the nature to be peaceful, happy, successful and famous and it dislikes

sorrow, tension, loss and insult.

Great seers and masters have explained the characteristics of the
soul as follows:-

: AT HHHGTTH HIHT HHEA o |
HEat ORI | FATeHT AT |17

“It is the doer of eight kinds of Karma' and also experiences their
fruit. Owing to the Karmas the soul is bondaged in the cycle of births
and deaths and finally by spiritual practice gets Nirvana'. Such is the
Atman that is to be realized by one and all”

Indrabhuti Gautama realized the whole truth on hearing it once,
from Lord Mahavira because he was extremely intelligent and wise.

A blind man will never be able to understand what exactly ‘light’
is; however well you may explain it to him. He will show his anxiety
to know about it but you cannot satisfy his curiousity. Once such a
blind man wanted to know about the light that is bright, and he asked
a young man to explain to him, what the light was like.

The man tried to explain to him that the light is as white as milk
and is also as white as the crane. The blind man then asked. “What is
the crane like?” The man folded his hands and said that “One whose
neck is bent like my folded hand is called crane” The blind man
thanked the man, saying that he understood that the light is a crooked
little thing. All the efforts of the man were in vain. The blind man fi-
nally got his eyes treated and his sight restored. The former blind man
then saw the light with his own eyes and all his doubts regarding the
nature of the light were cleared.

Just as you get to know the light only with the help of light, so
also you can know the soul, only with the help of the soul. Only by

1. Karma - deeds
2. Nirvana - beatitude/salvation
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experience you get to know the one who experiences and by “Guna”
i.e. quality or virtue you know the one who possesses these qualities.
One can never give the exact description of the soul however power-
ful language one may use. As it is also said:-

“yreg=ITet WErud ferasrmoT sHromy 11’

i.e. The verbocity is like a dense forest where the aspirant and
listeners easily lose their path to perfection. For one who is desirous
of self realization it is better that he does not get entangled in it. No
one can explain to anyone the taste of ghee. One has to taste it in
order to know the taste of ghee, so also the aspirant can experience

the knowledge and infinite bliss of the soul only when he adheres to
practice-Sadhana1

Though you cannot know the exact nature of the soul with the help
of a powerful speech, but still if doubts were arosed they can be cleared
with the help of ‘Shabda”. Lord Mahavira had done the same. Indrab-
huti had doubt regarding the existence of the soul based on the Vedic
statements. The Lord did not criticize the Vedas. If we have right faith
and right knowledge, there is no need to criticise the scriptures of other
religions. Anekanta view point enables one to consider all possibilities,
and thus helps to find solutions to contradictory statements.

Though Lord Mahavira was an omniscient, he never said, “I am
an omniscient and you have to believe and agree to what I say”. He
was never proud of his supreme knowledge and never said that the
Vedas were false. In a very polite way he explained the exact mean-
ings of the Vedic statements. He said, “Gautama, just as the ordinary
man cannot understand the ‘Paramanu’ but a ]nani4 and a scientist
can analyse it corectly, In the same way a Jnani knows the soul and
explains it to others with the help of Anumana Pramana’.

(Countinue...)

1. Sadhana - spiritual practices
2. Shabda - word

3. Paramanu - atom

4. Jnani - Knowledged person
5. Ghata - pot.
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Contribution of Jainism to
Philosophy, History and Progress.

Virchand R. Gandhi

In illustration of what I have thus stated, I may remark that to a
person in whom the first germ of reflection is just born the universe
is a vague something, an utter maystery at the most, a unity without
differentiation; analysis leads him to consider its various aspects. He
is struck with the change he sees everywhere. The constantly-running
waters of rivers, decaying plants and vegetables, dying animals and
human beings, strongly impress hem that nothing is permanent. His
first generalization, therefore, will be that the world is transitory.
After years of research and reflection, he may learn that the things that
pass away still exist in an altered condition somewhere. He may now
generalize that nothing is annihilated; that notwithstanding the
changes that are visible everywhere, the world, taken as a whole, is
permanent. Both generalizations are true from different points of
view; each by itself is an abstraction. When one learns to synthe-
size, he puts together the various aspects he has found of the world
and realizes that the integrality of truth consist in the indissoluble
combination of all the possible aspects. The inherence of contrary
aspects in a single idea or object seems impossible to the unsynthetic
mind. Sankara the well-known Vedanta scholar, has fallen into a great
error when he states that the jain doctrine should not be accepted,
because “it is impossible that contradictory attributes, such as being
and non-being, should, at the same time, belong to one and the same
thing; just as observation teaches that a thing cannot be hot and cold
at the same moment.” The Jains do not teach that a thing can be hot
and cold at the same moment, but they do teach that a thing cannot be
hot absolutely, and cannot be cold absolutely; it is hot under certain
definite circumstances, and cold under others. The Jain do not teach
that being and non-being (of itself) should at the same time belong
to one and the same thing. What they teach is that in a thing there is
being of itself, and non-being of other things, which means that a
thing can be fully known only by knowing what it is and what is not.
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Sankara in fact, creates a man of straw, imputes to him imaginary doc-
trines, and by refuting them, he knocks him down. That is his glory.

I shall now state a few of the first principles of the Jain philoso-
phy. Its first teaching is that the universe is not merely a congeries of
substances, heaped together and set in activity by an extra-cosmic
creator, but is a system by itself, governed by laws inherent in its very
constitution. Law is not to be understood in the sense of a rule of
action prescribed by authority, but as a proposition which expresses
the constant or regular order of certain phenomena, or the constant
mode of action of things or beings under certain definite circum-
stances. It is not a command, but a formula to which things or beings
conform precisely, and without exception under definite relations,
internal and external. Jainism, therefore, is not a theistic system in the
sense of belief in the existence of a God as the Creator and Ruler of
the universe; and still the highest being in the Jain view is a person,
and not impersonal, characterless, qualityless being. All that there is
in or of the universe may be classified under two heads : (1) Sentient,
animate or conscious beings (a) liberated beings; (b, embodied
beings); and (2) Insentient, inanimate or unconscious things or
substances. There is not an inch of space in the universe where there
are not innumerable minute living beings. They are smaller than the
minutest things we can see with the aid of a microscope. Weapons
and fire are to gross to destoy them. Their life and death depend on
their vital forces, which are, of course, related to the surroundings.
Clay, stones, etc., as they come fresh from the earth have life. Water,
besides being the home of many living beings, is itself an assemblage
of minute animate creatures. Air fife, and even lighthing have life.
Strictly speaking, the physical substance of clay, water, sone, etc., is a
multitude of bodies of living beings. Dry clay, dry stone, boiled water,
are pure matter, and have no life. Vegetables, trees, fruits have life.
When dried or cooked there is no file in them. Worms, insects, fish,
birds, animals, human beings, are all living beings. There are living
beings on stars and planets, and even beyond the starry region. “Life”
is only an abstraction. It is not something concrete, superadded to the
constituent elements of living beings. It is a generalization, derived
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from our observation of varying modes of behavior of such living
beings. The stage of actual development of one living being being
different from that of another, living beings are classified in many
ways in the Jain philosophy, the simplest classification is based on the

number of organs of sense they have developed.

Besides the category of living being, there is one of inanimate
substances. These are matter, two kinds of ether (one, the fulcrum of
motion, the other, the fulcrum of rest), and space. We must bear in
mind that ether and space are not matter in the Jain view. Matter has
various qualities and relation ships which the former do not possess.
Time is also called a substance in a figurative sense, a generalization
of the moving activities of things and beings.

Every living being, from the minutest to the highest embodied
one, is the centre of innumerable potential and actual energies, which
are called karmas in the Jain Philosophy. The word “Karma” has an
interesting history. In the Vedas it means the performance of
sacrifices, offering of oblations to nature-gods and names of deceased
ancestors. Karma-marga-the path of works-is nothing but ritualistic
Brahmanism. In the words of sir Monier Williams : “Not even Jewish
literature contains so many words relating to sacrifice as the literature
of the Brahmins. The due presentation of sacrificial offerings formed
the very kernel of all religious service. Hymn, praise and prayer,
preaching, teaching, and repetition of the sacred words of Scripture
were only subsidiary to this act. Every man throughout his whole
life rested his whole hopes on continually offering oblations of some
kind to the gods; and the burning of his body at death was held to be
the last offering of himself in fire (antyeshti)” In later Literature, Kar-
ma, in addition to the above meaning, also meant duty an good and
bad actions. In the Jain Literature we have a fuller meaning. It is any
energy which an embodied being generates be it vital, mental, or
moral-and which keeps him in the mundane world-the Sansara.
Karma, in short, is the whole Sansaric make-up of an embodied being.
It is entirely divested of the sacrifice idea. Karmas which keep the
individual in a backward condtition are known as Papa; those which
help hem in advancement are Punya. The Jain philosophy gives a
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detailed enumetation of Karmas, and explains, how they are attracted
(Ashrapa) how they are assimilated with the individual (Bandha),
how their inflow can be stopped (Samvara) how they can be entirely
worked out (Nirjara), and what the ultimate state of a perfected indi-
vidual is (Moksha). This particular branch of philosophy, therefore,
includes topics like sensations, perceptions, consciousness, pains and
pleasures, moralities of life, moral depravities, building of the bodies
and all factors of the individuality. No other philosophical system in
India has gone into so many details of life-building as Jainism has
done. Like other systems, Jainism teaches the doctrine of rebirth, the
nature of which depends on the nature of the Karmas that are just ripe
to manifest themselves soon after death.

It will be seen from the foregoing remarks that the ideal of the
Jain Philosophy is the physical, mental, moral, and spiritual perfec-
tion and (after death or rebirths if necessary) attainment of perfect
spiritual undividuality, which does not disappear, is not dissolved, is
not merged into a supreme being, is not a state of unconsciousness,
but persists for ever and consists of perfected consciousness and high-
est rectitude. This being the goal of every living being, life in every
from is highly respected by the Jains. The universe is not for man
alone, but is a theatre of evolution for all living beings. Live and let live
is their guiding principle. Ahimsa parmo dharmah-Non-injury is the
highest religion. Their ceremonial worship, institutions, manners and
customs (purely Jain) all rest on this grand fulcrum of Ahimsa. Man,
in his desire to continue his life forces, so that he may do the high-
est good while living here, is obliged to destroy life; but the less and
lower form of life he destroys, the less harmful Karmas he generates.
This is the basis of the strict vegetarianism of the Jains. Acting on that
idea, they have built homes for maimed or old animals in many cities
and towns of India, where they are fed and taken care of until they
die a natural death. The preaching of that grand principle has almost
entirely superseded Brahminical sacrifices of animals.

In literary activity, Jains have held a prominent position. Their
scholars and philosophers have composed voluminous works on philoso-
phy, logic, comparative religion, grammar, prosody, mathematics,
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3
lexicography, music, history, biography, astronomy;, etc., besides works
on their ceremonial and ritualism. Out of the many authors, only a
few need be mentioned here, Bhadrabahu Suri composed “Niryuktis”
on ten works of the Jain canon, also a work on astronomy. Devard-
dhi Gani, the Kshamashramana, is the redactor of the sacred canon;
980 years after Mahavira, the last Arhat. Devarddhi, seeing that all
the canonical woks were being lost in course of time, caused them to
be written down. Before that time the sacred literature was handed
down from master to disciple without the help of books. Siddhasena,
the Divakara, converted King Vikramaditya to Jainism, and is the
author of many philosophical works. Haribhadra, a Brahmin by birth
and a covert to Jainism, composed 1,444 Prakaranas (short treatises)
on various subjects. Malaygiri is another well-known author. Abhay-
adevasuri wrote commentaries on nine principal canonical works.
Devendra Suri wrote works on Karma etc. Dharmasagara contributed
a work on the history and beliefs of heterodox sects. Hemchandra,
the well-known encyclopaedist, brought Prince Kumarapala of Guja-
rat to Jainism, and is the reputed author of three crores and a half of
couplets. Yashovijaya wrote many works. Muni Atmaramyji, who died
only four years ago, composed several works in popular style, thus
bringing home the Jain philosophy to the masses.

In the literary world of India Jains justly claim the credit of accu-
rate recording of history. Accurate chronicling of events and history-
making seldom find a place in the ancient works of Hindus. Among
the Jains, however, the case is different. Since the time of their first
literary activity they have been recording the most important histori-
cal events of the time. Authors and commentators mention, at the end
of their respective woks, the names of their spiritual predecessors and
the work done by them. Jain Pattavalis’ lists to spiritual heads of the
community, with a short sketch of their lives and description of the
leading events of the time, are well-known, and are being earnestly
studied by German Oriental scholars and Professor Bendall of Lon-
don. Jacobi, Klatt, Buhler, and last but not the least my friend Profes-
sor Leumann, of the Strassburg University, have settled many points
of Jain history with the aid of these Pattavalis. (Countinue...)
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