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Beyond Doubt

Acharya Padmasagarsuri

“JTEETCHT Y[BUEaTsaETg 9ead |17

Just as ghata5 is a pure and independent word so also Atman is
a pure word. And as ghata is an existing entity, so also Atman is an
existing entity. Both words express the existence of the relative ob-
jects. The Vedic statement signifies that when you see these objects,
you get the knowledge of the objects and when they are out of sight,
the knowledge that you previously possessed diminishes with them
and is replaced by the knowledge of another object. The Atman is ever
existent but the knowledge that is relative is temporary. Hence knowl-
edgeisa Paryayalof Atman.

If you interpret the statement as “After death, Atman emerges
into the “Pancha Mahabhutas” then one also has to agree that i.e. one
who is a Sadhu” in this birth will also be a Sadhu in his next birth and
one who does evil deeds will be an evil person in his next birth. The
former and the latter statements of the Vedas are contradictory.

If you believe that the soul perishes with the body, at the same
time, how can you believe that the first kind of soul will be a Sadhu
and another kind, an evil one in its next birth. In one verse of the Ya-
jurveda it is said:- one who knows ‘Damana, Dana, and Daya, i.e., self
control, compassion and art of donating is called a Jiva. The body is
unable to know these and only the Atman’ can know them. To prove
the above statement an example is given:-

“TErErT Wiheh (Mg YR WiTareag SiEATiead 117
i.e. The body is a subject of enjoyment, hence there must be
some one who is there to experience that enjoyment and that some-
one is ‘Atman. Though the soul, abides in the body throughout the life
time, still it is different from the body-

1. Modification
2. Saint
3.Soul
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As there is butter in milk, there is oil in sea same seed, there is
fire in wood, in flowers fragrance and nectar in Chandrakanta pearl,

so also the soul though different in nature from the body abides in the
body”

As soon as Indrabhuti’s doubt regarding the existence of the soul
was clarified by Lord Mahavira, he surendered completely to Lord
Mahavira and along with his 500 disciples got initiated in the Shrama-
na' faith and tradition. Lord Mahavira then imparted the knowledge
of “TRIPADI” i.e. Based on this principle the disciples constructed
the “Dvadashangi”3.

I offer my humble salutations to the first disciple of Lord Ma-
havira, ‘Indrabhuti Gautama’
OF THE JOURNEY

He who starteth on a long journey without provision will come
to grief on the way suffering from hunger and thirst.

He who starteth for the next world without observing dharma
will come to grief on the way suffering from distress and disease.

He who starteth on a long journey without provision will come
to grief on the way suffering from hunger and thirst.

He who starteth for the next world without observing dharma
will come to grief on the way suffering from distress and disease.

He who starteth on a long journey with provision will be happy
on the way suffering neither from hunger nor thirst.

He who starteth for the next world observing dharma will be
happy on the way carrying little of Karma and no suffering.

(Countinue...)

\/ / X/
0’0 0.0 0.0

1. Jaina monk
2. Existence, destruction & change
3. Jain scriptures
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Contribution of Jainism to
Philosophy, History and Progress

Virchand R. Gandhi

The sacred libraries of the Jains, established at various periods of
our history for the purpose of facilitating to laymen the study of their
philosophy and religion, contain thousands of manuscripts, some of
which have not been allowed to be even looked at, for the reason that
the Jains, not being aware of the motives of the European scholars, are
still apprehensive of the consequences of Mohammedan sacrilege and
destruction of everything that is holy. The libraries of Pattan, Cambay,
and Jessulmir have a worldwide reputation. A portion of manuscripts,
deposited in those libraries, has been catalogued by Professors Buhler,
Kielhorn, Bhandarkar, and others. Distant seems to be the day when
the European scholars will take an active interest in the philosophy
embodied in those works. Four canonical works have been translat-
ed into English by Professor Jacobi in the “Sacred Books of the East”
series. Portions of others are translated by continental Orientalists.
Almost the whole canon in original, with commentaries and Guja-
rati translations, has been published by the late Rai Dhanapatisinh
Bahadur of Murshidabad. Some later works have been published by
Bhimsinh Manek, the well-known Jain publisher of Bombay, now de-
ceased. Much still remains to be done in the way of publication.

The Jains have been a powerful and influential community in the
history of India. Some of them held high positions under native and
Mohammedan rule. Writing so far back as 1829, Colonel James Tod
says in his “Annals Rajasthan.”

“The number and power of these sectarians (Jains) are little
known to Europeans, who take it for granted that they are few and
dispersed. To prove the extent of their religious and political power
it will suffice to remark that the Pontiff of the Kharataragachha, one
of the many branches of the faith, has 11,000 clerical disciples scat-
tered over India; that a single community, the Ossior Oswal, numbers
100,000 families; and that more than half the mercantile wealth of
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India passes through the hands of the Jain laity. Rajasthan and Sau-
rashtra are the cradles of the Jain faith, and three out of their sacred
mounts, namely, Abu, Shatrunjay, and Girnar, are in these countries.
The officers of the State an revenue are chiefly of the Jain laity, as are
the majority of the bankers from Lahore to the ocean. The chief mag-
istrate and assessors of justice in Udeypur and most of the towns of
Rajasthan, are of this sect; and as their voluntary duties are confind to
the civil cases, they are as competent in these as they are the reverse in
criminal cases from their tenets forbidding the shedding of blood...
Mewar has, from the most remote period, afforded a refuge to the
followers of the Jain faith, which was the religion of Valabhi, the first
capital of Rana’s ancestors, and many monuments attest the support
this family has granted to its professors in all the vicissitudes of their
fortunes. One of the best preserved monumental remains in India is a
column most elaborately sculptured, full 70 feet in height, dedicated
to Parshvanath-in Chotor. The noblest remains of sacred architecture,
not in Mewar obly, but throughout Western India, are Buddhist or
Jain; and the many ancient cities where this religion was fostered have
inscriptions which evince their prosperity in these countries with
whose history their own is interwoven. In fune, the necrological re-
cods of the Jains bear witness to their having occupied a distinguished
place in Rajput society; and the privileges they still enjoy prove that
they are not overlooked.”

The Jains are advocates of education. Their benefactions to West-
ern education and intellectual progress in India are well known. The
University of Bombay owes to a Jain merchant the means of erecting
a stately library and a grand campanile, which are among the chief
ornaments of the city. The Calcutta University has received an en-
dowment of two lacs of rupees from the same hand. Another Jain
merchant has recently bequeathed five lacs of rupees for establishing
a Jain college. Female education in Gujarat depends almost entirely
on Jain liberality. Many schools, libraries, and scholarships have been
founded or endowed by Jains.

Being devotedly attached to the religion of their ancestors, they
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have built sumptuous buildings and magnificent temples, the style
of which commands the applause of the best architectural critics of
Europe. Their most sacred place is Mount Shatrunjay, situated near
Palitana, in Kathiawar. Its summits are encrusted with marble temples
and cloisters, erected in the course of many centuries at the expense of
Jain people. Several times in the year rich Jains convey large bodies of
their coreligionists to this and other holy places for pilgrimage at their
cost. Besides, Jain pilgrims singly and in large bands from all parts of
India flock to these temples at all times of the year.

It may be noted that Lord Reay, as Governor of Bombay, having,
after careful study, settled the disputes between the Jain Community
and the Chief of Palitana, fifteen years ago, an address of welcome
was presented to him when he, with Lady Reay, visited that hill. That
was the first official and public presentation to a British representa-
tive. In conclusion. I may observe that the present Viceroy of India,
Lord Curzon, in reply to an address by the Jains of Calcutta, made the
following remarks :

“Among the various communities which have addressed me since
my arrival in India there is none whose words of welcome awaken a
more responsive echo in my breast than the Jains. I am aware of the
high ideas embodied in your religion, of the scrupulous conception
of humanity which you entertain, of your great mercantile influence
and activity, and of the ample charities that have characterized your
public and private dispensations, Previous travels in India have also
familiarized me with many of your temples, in whose architectural
features I have observed a refinement that reminds me of the great-

days of Asiatic art”
J/ J O/
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