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Beyond Doubt

Acharya Padmasagarsuri
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Agnibhuti was the second brother of Indrabhuti. When he heard
that his elder brother had, become a disciple of Mahashramana Ma-
havira, he did not believe it to be truth and thought that his jealous
opponents must have spread the rumour to trouble him, because his
brother Indrabhuti was a renowned scholar. He thought, “Mountains
may perish, snow may burn, fire may become cool, cool winds may be
come motionless, but none in this world can ever defeat my brother.”
He began to beg of the people returning from the Samavasarana to tell
him the truth. But when all the people, one by one, spoke the fact of
Indrabhuti becoming the disciple of Lord Mahavira. Agnibhuti then
thought that the winner in the competition must be a great magician,
but he shall not be a prey to him. He said, “I shall at once go and defeat
him in debate and free my brother from his clutches.”

He bowed to his family diety and started to go the Samavasarana,
where Lord Mahavira had initiated the first Ganadhara, Indrabhuti
Gautama. Along with him his five hundred disciples too came, but
as soon as Agnibhuti reached the place of sermon, all his pride and
anger seemed to be getting washed away. Only by spiritual practice
and devotion one can enlighten oneself. But till date we have not
been able to experience supreme bliss because without practice none
can achieve anything. Edison had to experiment 33,000 times to in-
vent the filament of the bulb. To invent a two inch filament (wire)
of material existence, Edison had to do so many experiments, then
for self-realization and to experience infinite bliss, one naturally has
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to put sincere do Sadhanal, Samayik2, Pratikraman3, Japa4, Tapas,
Dhyana6, Kayotsarga7, Swadhyaya8 etc. These are some of the many
experiments one has to perform for self-realization.

Maharishi Arvinda Gosha spent forty years in solitude and only
then he was able to discover the internal bliss and happiness of the
soul. But we worldly people desire eternal happiness and at the same
time hanker after worldly pleasures.

During the chaturmasa Seth Mafatlal of Ahmedabad once went
to Bombay, He stayed in his friend’s place who warned him that, in
Bombay all merchants and businessmen charge double the price of
the product. Hence whatever you buy always bargain and then buy.
If a product is quoted for Rs.100/- you insist on purchasing it just for
Rs.50/-? Mafatlal thanked the friend and said that he shall be careful.

When Sethji went out shopping, the sky became cloudy and it
began to rain. Mafatlalji went to a nearby fancy shop to buy an Um-
brella. He picked up an umbrella and when the shop keeper said it
cost Rs.8/-, the Sethji asked him for Rs.4/- The shopkeeper was a
Jain by faith and thought that the customer also belonged to Jaina
faith and must have come from outstation to celebrate the Paryushan
Parva. He thought it to be his duty to help his brother and so agreed
to sell the umbrella for Rs.4/-. Then the Seth demanded it for Rs.2/-.
The shopkeeper said, “Sir, if you are short of cash you may take the
umbrella free of cost and I shall in return be credited with the Punya9
of Dana10. Seth Mafatlal was startled, but as per his friend’s advice,
asked the shopkeeper, “If you are prepared to give one umbrella free
of cost than instead of one I'll take two umbrellas.”

Our intentions also are like that of the Sethji’s. We desire spiritual
happiness as well as sense pleasures. We hanker day and night after
wealth and property and at the same time want God to favour us.

(Countinue...)
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JAINA ART OF ELLORA
UNIQUE JAINA HERITAGE

Prof. Maruti Nandan Pd. Tiwari1

Ellora in Aurangabad district of Maharashatra has been
the crown of Indian Art as well as Jaina Art in Maharashatra.
With the advent of the Rashtrak(ta power, the activity shifted to
Elapura or Ellora, where at the end of Buddhist and Brahmani-
cal caves, a series of five Jaina rock-cut caves (nos. 30-34)
including monolithic temple known as the Chota—Kailasa (cave
30 on the model of the earlier Brahmanical Kailasa temple, cave
16, 8th century CE) were carved out. The Jaina caves of Ellor3,
belonging to Digambara sect occupy the northern horn of the
Ellora ridge. They are found in various stages of completion
and are datable to 9th-10th century CE. These caves are re-
markable for the Jaina images of Tirthankaras or Jinas (mainly
Parsvanatha-25 figures and Mahavira), Bahubali (about 20 fig-
ures) and Yaksas and Yaksis (mainly Kubera or Sarvanha or
Sarvanubh(ti and Ambika).” Now we shall discuss individual
features of the caves and sculptural renderings thereof. The
beautiful paintings and the rock-cut images reveal hugeness
with dynamism and Santa-rasa in one iconic format. The mo-
tionless Tirthankaras in dhyana or kayotsarga-mudra represent
acme of spirituality and peace, while ornate attendant and el-
egant yaksa-yaksi figures are vibrant on worldly plane.

The Indra-sabha (cave 32), the earliest of the group, is
a double storeyed south-facing excavation and it is the larg-
est and the most important piece of rock-architecture form-
ing a group rather than a single cave-temple.3 In front of the
main two-storeyed cave is a courtyard containing a monolithic
vimana with an elephant to its east in front and a manastambha
of kumbha-mandit-kalasa type on the west showing figures of

1. Emeritus professor, Deptt. of History of Art Banaras Hindu University Varanasi

2. Ratan Parimoo and others (Editors), Ellora Caves : Sculpture and Architecture (Semi-
nar Proceedings), New Delhi, 1988, pp. 230-54; Maruti Nandan Pd. Tiwari and Shanti
Swaroop Sinha, Jaina Art and Aesthetics, New Delhi, 2011 — Relevant chapters.

3. K.R.Srinivasan, The Deccan — Rock cut Temple-chappter 18, Jaina Art and Architec-
ture (Ed. A. Ghosh), Vol. |, Bhartiya Jnanpith, New Delhi, 1974, pp. 188-95
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Yaksas. The courtyard is entered through a front screen-wall
with a stunted gopura-entrance. The lateral walls of the en-
tranced open court have two smaller excavations of the type of
a pillared mandapa on one side and an unfinished gallery on the
other. They contain images of Parsvanatha, Bahubali, Kubera,
Ambika, Sumatinatha, Mahavira and other Tirthankaras. The
figures of Parsvanatha and Bahuball are carved in two sepa-
rate mandapas facing each other, which have some suggestion
possibly of their common deep austerities and renunciation.
Bahuball was not a Jina but merely a Kevalin and still he com-
manded deep respect like the Jinas only on account of his deep
austerity (Sadhana) and absolute renunciation (Tyaga).

The lower-storey of main excavation is unfinished and has
a peculiar plan. It has a front verandah with four pillars and four
pilasters of the square type, one of which has a Tirthankara
figure carved with an inscription thereon. Beyond is a two-pil-
lared angana (courtyard) similar to the front verandah leading
through a vestibule to the shrine-cell at the rear? The shrine is
well finished and contains a huge figure of seated Tirthankara
possibly of Mahavira. There are two more Tirthankara figures,
one of them is of Santinatha with deer cognizance. At the east-
ern or right end of verandah is the stairway leading up to the
upper storey.

The upper storey essentially consists of a central main
hall, with two additional sanctuaries. The front verandah has
two composite pillars of the Kumbhavalli-cum-recessed-kalasa-
capital type. Inside on the eastern wing are five small standing
Jinas with figures of Kubera and Ambika at either end? Larger
and better-finished highly ornate and graceful figures of Ku-
bera and Ambika are however, to be seen at either end of the
verandah. These appear to be most popular Yaksa-Yaksi at
Ellora and elsewhere whose images are carved with elegance,
proportion and aesthetic appeal. The hall proper has 12 pillars
of four different types, and on its lateral walls are excavated
five compartments each, the central one larger than the flank-
ing four and containing a seated Jina image. The other four en-
shrine similar Jina images. The principal shrine cut into the rear
wall of the mandapa is dedicated to Mahavira. The entrance
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to the shrine has a shallow portico with a pair of finely carved.
The wall-space on either side of the door-opening has each a
large standing Tirthankara and dvarapala like figures. Further
beyond on the east face of wall is a large panel of Parévanatha
(showing upsargas — inflictions caused by Kamatha or Sambara
during the course of tapas of Parsvanatha — Parsvabhyudaya
of Jinasena of early 9th century CE) and on the western ex-
tension is a panel of Bahubali [with entwining creepers (called
in Adipurana as sarvangasangini -36.183) with figures of two
Vidyadharis removing the creepers as per Digambara texts
(Adipurana -36.171 and Harivaméapuré\na-11.101)].1 Both
Parsvanatha and Bahubali stand in kayotsarga-mudra as sky-
clad which reflect the ascetism and Santa-rasa, the core spirit
of Jainism. Aesthetically the figure of Bahuball with spiritual
beauty and the slender figures of tenderly modelled flanking
Vidyadharis are superb.

The ceilings and beams of the mandapa are painted. Most
of the paintings are obliterated but two important paintings of
Indra as dancing deity and Bahubali, standing in kayotsarga in
trance with entwining creepers, are most important of all the
paintings.

The seated Par$vanatha figure in cave 32 is shown
with the coils of the serpent forming a back seat and the seven
hoods gracefully and reverently spread as a canopy over the
head of the Jina whose usnisa is very prominent and his eyes
are closed in subime meditation and peace, while attendant fig-
ures on either side wave fIywhisks.2 The sublimity of the Jina
is expounded by peaceful monks shown in a rectangular panel
down below. The whole carving reveals the picture of peace
with profundity of noblest thought in meditation indicated by the
dhyana-mudra.

In the same cave (no. 32) the treatment of individual
themes like Kamathas (Sambara) inflictions (upasargas) on
1. Maruti Nandan Pd. Tiwari, “Images of Bahubali in Ellora”, Ellora Caves:
Sculpture and Architecture (Seminar Proceedings), Ratan Parimoo and oth-
ers (Editors), op.cit., pp. 335-46.

2. C. Sivaramamurti, Panorama of Jaina Art — South India, New Delhi, 1983
- Relevant chapters.
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Parsvanatha and Par$vanatha being adored by Dharanendra
and Padmavati, the coils and hoods of the snake behind
Parsvanatha shown prominently, the umbrella held up by atten-
uated figure of Padmavati for warding the Jina from the upasar-
gas, specially the torrential rain caused by Sambara are done
most aesthetically and recurrently. This theme is repeated and
is given special treatment to project Santa-rasa through the un-
shaken figure of Par§vanatha standing in trance. These are all
the masterpieces of equal aesthetic value.

The compositional scheme in Parsvanatha images
from Ellora is superb. The slender and motionless figures of
Parsvanatha at Ellora show tranquillity and weightlessness.
The face of mllanayaka is always calm and benign with a smile
to suggest that he is unshaken by the upasargas. The body of
Padmavati though slim and tenderly flexioned, is slightly fleshy
with bewitching feminine beauty. The figures of Sambara in
its different emanations (lion, bull and monster) show different
modellings, sometimes fleshy and bulky and sometimes dwarf-
ish and ugly looking. The physical and facial features of the
figures of hostile Sambara are always terrifying.

The Jagannatha-sabha (cave 33) is essentially similar to
the Indra-sabha but lacks the regularity of plan. The ground floor
is a complex of three unsymmetrically-disposed edifices, each
with a complete unit made up of a agra mahamandapa and rear
shrine-opening into the entrenched courtyard which has crum-
bled away, leaving little of the traces of the central mandapa
and front screen or prakara-wall with the entrance facing south.
This floor has the usual front verandah with four pillars and
also with figures of Kubera (elegantly modelled and sitting on
elephant and holding nakulaka-purse) and Ambika (Motherly
benign look with son and riding on lion) at either end. The hall
behind is square, with a large niche on each of its lateral walls.
These niches and the flanking wall-spaces contain as usual the
reliefs of Bahuball with entwining creepers and Par$vanatha
with seven hooded snake canopy and experiencing upasargas
(in two mandapas facing each other). Some other Tirthankara
figures are also carved.
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Access to the upper floor is provided through a passage
cut through the southeast corner of the upper shrine on the
lateral wall of the adjoining Indra-sabha complex. The upper
floor, more intact and finished, has navaranga hall with 12
massive pillars, some with square bases and kalasa-capitals,
but all of them are highly ornate. The shrine at the rear has an
ornate entrance, flanked by a Jina figure with usual figures of
Kubera and Ambika. The lateral walls contain reliefs of other
Tirthankaras and there are also remnants of ancient paintings
on the ceiling of the hall. It would appear that the centre of the
mandapa-ceiling had a circular panel of painting depicting the
samavasarana, of which only a fragment now survives. It may
be noted that samavasarana is a congregation hall with three
fortification walls built by the Indra where from every Jina deliv-
ers his first sermon by sitting at its top.

The rock-cut cave-shrine on the south wall of the court is
the Chota-Kailasa (cave 30), consisting of a shrine, antarala
and front mandapa dedicated to Jina. The antarala has sculp-
tures of Parsvanatha, Kubera and Ambika, and the walls of the
mandapa are replete with other sculptures. Another entrenched
cave (cave 30A) quite near to this consists only of a long hall
and a porch with pillars of the Kumbhavalli-cum-kalasa-top
type. The centre of the hall has a Jina chaumukhr (or Pratima-
sarvatobhadrika) image.

The Jaina caves of Ellora, though completed by the 10th
century CE, have some of the embellishments which could be
of even slightly later date. The ornamentation, drapery, grace-
ful poses and stances were shown only in the sculptures of the
yaksas and yaksis and attendant figures, which exhibit abun-
dance and dexterity. The Tirthankara images, however shown
in the prescribed and conventionalized poses and styles, are
also well executed without fleshy and heavy body and with
beautiful attendant figures. The Jaina monuments on the whole
excel in their richly carved details, perfected finish, particularly
in the variety of pillars and yaksa-yaksi figures. The Jina figures
showing spiritual radiance and identical postures are never mo-
notonous in terms of art expression, rather each one is different
from the other in respect of composition and format and disposi-
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tion of yaksa-yaksi and attendant figures.

The figures of Parsvanatha, Bahuball and also Kubera and
Ambika are graceful and show rhythamic composition of body
which are beautiful and give an expression of weightlessness,
despite the fact that they are rock-cut sculptures. The female
figures are comparatively better in aesthetic appeal. The fig-
ures of Ambika and Padmavati Yaksis and Vidyadharis (with
Bahubali) are highly ornate and beautiful with slender body re-
vealing physical beauty and grace.

With the extant paintings of a classical nature Ellora form an
important group in the artistic heritage of Jainism. The charming
paintings in the ceilings of Indra-sabha (cave 32) are remark-
able. They represent early examples of Jaina wall paintings
drawing figures of Jina, Bahuball and Indra. These paintings
illustrate Jain texts and patterns including floral, animal and bird
designs. The painting of Bahuball with entwining creepers is
interesting for comparison with sculptural examples. Nowhere
the theme of Bahubali, standing motionless in kayotsarga in
deep meditation with ant-hills and peeping reptiles, growing on
his legs, and vines entwining his body and beautiful Vidyadhari
figures flanking him is better portrayed in terms of aesthetic ex-
pression. However, among these painting there is one that ar-
rests attention: the Dikpala group showing Yama with his con-
sort on a buffalo and preceded and followed by members of
his retinue. The treatment of clouds and the wide open eyes of
the figures are specially noteworthy. Another beautiful painting
represents Indra (with thunderbolt) as supreme dancer, which
is in concurrence with the Vaidik tradition wherein Indra is the
supreme dancer, not Siva. Interestingly it was subsequently en-
dorsed in Jaina texts wherein Indra (not Siva) is visualized as
supreme dancer. The painting has all dynamics of Indian dance
and aesthetics. The sculptural examples of dancing Indra are
also found at Delvada and Kumbhariya.

The figures of Parsvanatha and Bahubali at Ellora distinctly
reveal impact of earlier such figures carved in Badami (cave
IV) and Aihole Jaina caves of c. 600 CE in Karnataka. They
are carved in two separate mandapas facing each other. The
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Jaina sculptures of Ellora to a great extent seem to have been
inspired and guided by the Adipurana and Parsvabhyudaya of
Jinasena and Uttarapurana of Gunabhadra written in 9th-10th
century CE during the reign of Rashtrakdta ruler Amoghavarsha
and Krishna Il. The representations of the tapas of Bahuball in
kayotsarga with entwining creepers and flanking Vidyadharis,
and of unshaken Parsvanatha experiencing the upasargas at
Ellora concur with the descriptions of above texts. The compari-
son of textual data with actual examples in Ellora Jaina caves
brings out interesting historical conclusions about the render-
ings of spiritual and material world simultaneously with greater
emphasis on spirituality (Santa-rasa).

Chota Kailash Ellora

>
*
>

o0 L) >

D)
L)
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% T 3 Y TS T YA 1 TR, BIC-9S! 9%, THg, HSd, YU 311G
Y9 &l TG g IRAT S AF 3 §Y HR HE MG 6T & Hgwdqol
I &l WA aret faeR wega fand.

ST H S GATTTS A T o 36 THY TR ! a1 T | feig
TTq {0t} Rt Tyl v . IR w6 Qe o TGSt FHeurstt
S AT ST T & UG & ARG dl ST0eT T €. W geaR
fAvia @ g7 99 & Ta Sssaa Wias 6t e 99 W g 3R et
T B ..

FRFH & GHTT H IR o Sd g o H U & gEad ot

SUTANTE G-I ZSTLIRI Weg) A ST e fohdl T, 32l gl foh AR
T UG T R @y foRivar w6 €. S foh- veT @6 e anferaro,
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YAETR 30 AUeA-3025
<dreiferocdt wamfem, YeRewamist, wT & miaiggar Jagfst,
TG TSETRYRSH, Ue &t Iufed, HRIHH F ©IF IRUTTE,
uiferdron & ufdg 9 9 Ya 38 T dh gEYR URAd & gad TEIid
< ST GHBTHAT T & TG &t Joighd &,

T § AT, oft TLrEmRE R 7.HT.

AT STmemd WeR o TS RYI4IST & GHed | T9RAT 987
& WA 1A (UG gal. 37! AIgeEd qeiad & BRI YSI9i G H
T U9RA a1 &, g qUITSSTIuf e Her ot S eRst @Y
IUF 7 7§ oA & ST 994 & I A GG N 97t TS Rg A<t
I GHeT GETe €9 § U Bl 6 &g UTelliT TR o1 3797 febar. 3ait
3UE & o IR YR WA & TSI A 9t STy Rgagi ATt @4
BT 1Y A €€ e TR U9 T # Sufed Tg ard YaR gifa
& AT ARHAGgd RSl HT 3Trg 31T o afg &1y g uuRd §
A TR w37 ol it Aders el ofdd: qoa st A eTuA iR sard
TQ TaTRA I T {351 Ug X & STUehH H . sa st aeied | A1
TYR & T W e Fa H 310+t Yot IufeKdt §f &R ga Swriarg! gare
Tel I 7 IATTER T Tl FRITa1 gaeh IR off T R,

U9 DO RSt ht STUfefd & THER € araraRer § S U aie
& HIH! BT 718 4T 98 ISA%l & TIRA & GHER AT § QRN &l g H
TG TR, I S A WG TR H ST il a1 L wiaR gfaer |
F Igia oft fAvig o= forn ok ora df o1 & €. w9 & Usasht & g
A ohl e TheldT ol Sgid SeT STURET &1,

ST Qe UeF ST TATE! o STasig |l 31! aetgl § §RIe H IR
el g7 & 39 It & YR H TRyl et el or. Wy Tt At o &
o T Tee & R 97 aTdTaroT 981 & 31dd el dfesh 39
U1 & Te 4 9y e IZ0T FARIE & o UId: Siadeie! H deaded
& GHY STRITE JSg il & |19 g ol 714 ad Seid Joa il &l 311 faa
fer a1aA T & RSt o1 deaded il Tg 31T 918 & <t 3119 &t daded
YRR T, Tg £ @ dgl Sufedd g3t 31ig fasik g1 Ta. gr &9
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SHRUTSAGAR 31 April-2016
H goasit it S grRIHs Sita St TEt g 3T 6 I8 T9Ta o

3 oft gigERER THER ¥ TRavs ard ag o @t foh gee &
for mifea faem-fomm afafa # goasht & R s off sreaarRgReh
& R 39 & 52 oU it & e § g4 @ At dowt |
U W& & ol areliam fed aoft el & faetegor 9 ufawr gu=
TS &g I GeraT fod. Te & U9 foaR-faast 9fafd 4 ot & @
ATt ARAWR & 91 €9l 311G & THI-HHT W 311Y goo & it 31fdes gl
= gemal o e7eera @ 37 W IR @ fmst fora oT Agwagot 7] o
Yeho ek VA WA & qHey 7. 3R 36t § § HewH gl ol A
TR G H 39 TR T 715, FHEH! o 3ided H Ig Tgell IR gafl
o5 Toft &R & e g T B R 3 3t srefird G AL g, e,
St STTTIRYGRSN 37 T9 e o TH+ad Hd g U e o 39 afafd
& 3TN RISTeh ! e # 317 77 9.

3 k! @l Uk 3TeH Ued] I8 ot AT % 3 & &R gqg™ & grygai
7 g IR U GG 9 HaA 9. Hidl SARmE & f@al @l g garaik
@ IR G foaR ara1 g8, X O IS € Higrgyul ardeRer H g8 3
okt o GEITH Sl T HheTdT ol HIF! Ueh a8 o Gelud g & f&ar
% TETE ST I & T TR @ 7. ST Rg S T gH A Ja &
ferelt oft wher H el g 1. Ig 31U 314 H UgH YIT o, S 91 &t
welgrs fEg gal.

werer § forg e fofa o qea fag

3. Wil gT S STeTciare ddl & A H W gs 9o G A Wy
TfaHTaT @1 T SRS & 31T e} 31fe & Y Afd & T

2. Wigwr § grEd W Y e el &+1g S,

3. fSmTTsT, 7 a7 <3 iRy aur 9 & e ughy & erms
ST,

¥. TTEA def & SFTaRges SHUigR R Ufdew o ST, tfHar &
Tei UfeTfehdT a SellcteRaT 8 7 g, 39 & a7d e IoTq STy,
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JAGTR 32 aTieI-30%8&

Al

W. JSF SHOT-SHIOIG! 1 STl wrered g, 38 &d | uifda R @
SUTERR T ST,

& YRA & GO JETERI # HUfed UTeiA srarad sH-famed &t
MY Teheilen 3TTTG & GIRT TaUTE! Yeher fehaT ST,

9. ST T 31T T H TTetd €9 F B 1 TH0T &bl Aeh & IUT.

¢. TuTET &t TN T WEY TR TATGT WMel=aror &, 39 &g A
i

Q. STTHAVT-Ufeierl TT ST HIGITYUl T HH @9 H & gg IoT
g ATIGRA.

R0, ITHI GRT-3TeT &l ATl ht T H Tl §U 1S Uiel ot Arfaasar
3R 5T & STUR e TTeITeatl o GauTe!, STERERE d Y&
&9 § JIegR fomdT ST,

2%. Sl & gRI YaTferd, S & YRRl ! Uit @i Tt fRiegor
R T Foi.

2R, A &t TR ToiHIfd a Toaaa 7 oft &I U 39 3uTg.

23. TTY-HIeASIST & 3T, fgR-qReTT 3G &t FTaHT oFaee.

QY. STl & 3T YR & TGN T T e,

Q. TTY-TTIT I TR e TRATIUT q&1 UfFawa aTeRe 3u1- e
& S-G9 I GHIST o NS Hiag T STERENSE T & ST,

2 &. UIfed @ wHSIR qrefies St & foiq Sereardt Yevferd Sig Saie.

2. TS T4 H 31T W&l WIYRUT @Id &l FHHT o HaRoT g SR Sum.

8.¢. S 3R T |, GauTe! @ GRNEuRe JAerad.

9. SIl <l ST & e,

R0. FATEE! & o H WRER 3R 1Y T 9 eyl aTdTeRo &
fAmTor 6t e

23. SHEH & TG B T WEAT WS he-aTel AN G RiehT ol (T,

2. YR winfa, wfr wfafa, see-affa aur o1 sl o=
affeat it =i,
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