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Beyond Doubt

(Countinued) Acharya Padmasagarsuri

Sethji went along with the Harijan and spent the night in his hut.
On the other hand the son of the Station Master returned after seeing
a drama in the village. He had taken his father’s permission to go to
the theatre. Instead of returning home in the late hour and disturbing
his mother, he found it convenient to sleep in the waiting room. He
found that the door was opened and a bed was already duly laid. He
thought that his father was so kind to have laid a bed there for him.
He kept his cycle in the waiting room and soon fell asleep on the bed;
as he was very tired. And

what happened after this is quite known to all.

The Shravaka got his trunk and after rewarding the Harijan, he
left for his village. He was extremely thankful to the gentleman for
saving his life at the right time. The incident is narrated to prove that
we reap the good or bad fruit of our deeds depending on the deeds we
have done previously. As it is said.

T ST qAT HeTd |7

As you sow, so you reap. If you sow a neem seed, you cannot reap
a mango fruit. Good will result in good and the evil will result in suf-
fering and pain. All living beings experience either pleasure or pain.
One is favoured with pleasure, when the meritorious deeds bear fruit.
Hence if pleasure and pain exist, it is definite that karma also exists.

On the other hand if a name exists, the substance bearing that
time also should exist without doubt. Karma also is a shudha pada
hence a substence bearing that name also has to exist. Thus Lord Ma-
havira cleared Agni Bhuthi’s doubt regarding the existence of karma
and Agni Bhuti too surrendered at the Lord’s feet and got initiated in
the Shramana faith and became his disciple like. Indra Bhuthi Gau-
tama. The Lord imparted the knowledge of “Tripadi” to Agni Bhuthi
and, then Agni Bhuthi worked out the ‘Dradashanga’
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CHAPTER 10

On getting the news about both his elder brothers, Indrabhuti
and Agnibhuti having become the Lord’s disciples, Vayubhuti, along
with his five hundred students began his journey to the place of ser-
mon of the Mahashramana. But Vayubhuti was not arrogant and hes-
itant as his elder brothers were; but was extremely delighted to get
an opportunity to have the darshana of the supreme Lord. He looked
forward to meet Him and get his doubt cleared and was also eager to
become the Lord’s disciple like Indrabhuti and Agnibhuti.

Vayubhuti too was addressed in the same way by Lord Mahavira
as Indrabhuti and Agnibhuti were addressed and the Lord explained
the vedic verse based on which Vayubhuti was doubtful whether the
body and the soul were two different identities or both were to be con-
sidered as a single identity. The vedic verse is as follows:

“TRTTE TaAvaT Hava: SHc™
aray fomreata 7 S d@arla 17
The Lord said, “Oh Vayubhuti Gautama, You have understood
the above verse as follows.” The body and the soul are born when the
five Mahabhutas viz. earth, water, fire, air and space come together.
Hence the two are not different at all. The body and the soul are iden-
tical. And after death, the body does not exist and so the soul being
indifferent from the body also ceases to exist. On the other hand the
vedas also record a statement that contradicts this verse Hed @%I&qqa1
A e fae sfaea fg gt 9 uvafwr i damrer: |
i.e. The self-controlled and the self restrained aspirants can reach
the soul which is self illumined, ever existent and blissful. With the
help of truth, austerity, brahmacharya etc. one can know the Atman.
This vedic verse elucidates that the body and the soul are two different
identities. Under these circumstances, how can one understand what
the truth is? Should one consider the soul and the body identical or
different. Oh. Vayubhuti, isn’t this your doubt and the vedic verse the
base for it?”

Vayubhuti said “Oh Lord, You are indeed great for you know
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PAETR 9 fgEmR-30%8
everything. You know the doubt which nobody could know. Please
enlighten me by clearing this doubt. I have come to you and I am
confident that you will not disappoint me”.

Lord Mahavira said, “Oh Vayubhuti Gautama, the verse does not
signify the dissolution of the soul and the body, but it means that the
relative object of knowledge constituted in the soul comes into exist-
ence and also undergoes destruction. We see an object and get the
knowledge of it and when we see another object, the knowledge of the
former object goes along with the object itself. But the soul never dis-
solves with anything, because only in the presence of consciousness
we are able to grasp the knowledge of other objects. On death, the
body dissolves into the ‘pancha mahabhutas’ five elements but not the
atman. The atman takes another body form to experience the fruit of
the meritorious and evil karmas. That is why it is said.

“Oh Vayubhuti Gautama, the verse does not signify the dissolu-
tion of the soul and the body, but it means that the relative object
of knowledge constituted in the soul comes into existence and also
undergoes destruction. We see an object and get the knowledge of
it and when we see another object, the knowledge of the former ob-
ject goes along with the object itself. But the soul never dissolves with
anything, because only in the presence of consciousness we are able
to grasp the knowledge of other objects. On death, the body dissolves
into the ‘pancha mahabhutas’ five elements but not the atman. The
atman takes another body form to experience the fruit of the merito-
rious and evil karmas. That is why it is said.

T Stelt 3T T |
i.e. the Atman is different and the body is different. They are of
all together different existence. The body is compared to a palace in
which the atman abides. The king is not identical with the palace in
which he lives. It is a known fact that the king and the palace are dif-

ferent entities. Similarly the soul abiding in the body is not the body
itself. It is in fact different from the body.

(Countinue...)
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