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Beyond Doubt

(Countine...) Acharya Padmasagarsuri

Thus, the great scholar VWaktabhuti also along with his 500 stu-
dents accepted Lord Mahavira as his Philosopher and guide and got
immediately initiated like his brothers. The Lord gave him the title of
the fourth Ganadhara and imparted the knowledge of Utpada-\Wyaya
and Dhruvya i.e. Tripadi. Like the first three Ganadharas, VWaktab-
huti too constructed the Dvadashangi and thus made his life mean-
ingful.

The fifth great scholar Sudharmaswami, followed his brothers
along with his five hundred disciples to the Samavasarama. His doubt
as revealed by Lord Mahavira was on the basis of the vedic verse

SIS S TR T e 1

The Lord said, “Oh Sudharma, the above vedic verse, is the base
of your doubt. Your doubt is regarding the birth one takes after this
life. You have interpreted the verse to be that a human being will be
born as a human being in his next birth and an animal will be born
as an animal only in the next birth. When a maize seed is sown one
reaps maize crop and when you grow some other seed you yield the
respective crop. Mango seed will yield mango fruit and lemon seed
yields lemon fruits. But in another text of the vedas it is said,

“TITTEAT AT T: | T&EHT T
i.e. the person who is being burned will be born as a jackal in his
next birth.

Both the above vedic statements contradict each other. Both the
statements cannot be true. If such is the case, how is the truth to be
established? Oh, Sudharma, isn’t this your doubt?” Sudharma, the
fifth scholar in the order of the eleven scholars said, “Yes Oh Lord!
what you say is indeed true. I am unable to understand that when a
man can be born as an animal, why is it said that a man after death, in
his next life will be born as a man only and an animal will take birth
as an animal only. What is the reason that the vedas have propounded
such contradictory theories? What is the relation between the former
and the latter statements of the Vedas? Please explain this to me and
clarify my doubt”
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There upon Lord Mahavira said, “Oh Sudharma!
ST & T Y ST |

The meaning of this vedic sentence is that if a man lives a life
embelished with virtues like simplicity, humility, contentment, etc.
he will take birth in the human form and if an animal does not rise
above cruelty and laziness will be born again as an animal in its next
birth. Definitely this statement does not mean that a man will be born
as a man only and an animal will take the same form again. If this
would have been true it would not have been said that, “the person
who is being burned will be born as a jackal in his next birth.”Hence
it stands proved that a man depending upon his good and evil deeds
can be born either in the human kingdom or in the animal kingdom
respectively. “As one SOws so one reaps”.

The kind of deeds you perform in this birth, will be the deciding
factor of the kind of birth you take next human or animal. Hence the
vedic verse has been explained to inspire people tolead a noble life,
if they are desirous of human birth; otherwise they are bound to be
degraded to the animal kingdom”. In this. way Sudharma was the
fifth Ganadhara to be initiated by Lord Mahavira on the same day.
Like wise his 500 disciples too followed his footsteps. After receiv-
ing the knowledge of the Tripadi he too constructed the Dvadashangi
scriptures.

The next to follow the holy order of the Ganadharas was the
sixth great scholar Manditaji. He came to the Samavasarana along
with his 350 disciples and his doubt was whether bondage of the soul
to the karmas and freedom from them were true or false. The Lord
said “Oh Mandita! The basis of your doubt is the vedic verse

“q g forrurt forg argeara derfa & goad wremfa ar |1

i.e. the soul which is beyond all gunas does not get bondaged
with karma, does not take birth, again and again, also does not get
liberation and does not favour anyone to be liberated. Hence you
have concluded that bondage and liberation - those realities do not
exist at all.”

(Countinue...)
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