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Beyond Doubt

(Continue...) Acharya Padmasagarsuri

Mandita then asked the Lord to resolve his doubt and enlight-
en him on the subject. The Lord then said, “Oh Mandita, you have
not made a note of the words “Viguna” and “Vibhu’ in the vedic
verse. Viguna is one who does not have any deceptive gunas and is
at the same time endowed with remarkable qualities and is also ‘TRI-
GUNATIT’! i.e. beyond the three qualities viz. Satva?, Rajas®. and
Tamas®*. This verse establishes the greatness of the perfect Siddhas,
because they only are “Vibhu’®; as they have gained Kevala Jnana®.
They do not get bound by karma and hence they have liberated them-
selves from the cycle of birth and death. They also do not shower any
favours on anyone and make them perfect. They preach the path to
Moksha and the living beings tread on the path and become free as
they have become.

But the souls embodied with karma i.e. the worldly souls, owing
to their meritorious and evil deeds take birth in this world and when
they free themselves from karma get salvation. Hence it is said that
both bondage and salvation exist and if these were not to exist all
the holy scriptures, ethical codes of living and pious activities will
bear no significance. Pleasure and pain that are the resultant experi-
ence of punya and papa will become untrue if bondage and Moksha
were denied. Since time immemorial the relation of the soul and the
karmic bondage is like the relation of the seed and the sprout. The
atman gets a body according to his karma and when he gets a body,
by attachment and aversion he builds up a karmic body.

This is a never ending process until one pierces this circle, with
right faith, right knowledge and right conduct. A spider weaves a
web around itself and gets caught in it, in the same way the jivatman

1 Trigunatit- beyond stava, rajas & tamas

2 Satava- sublime qualities

3 Rajas- qualities for enjoyment & pleasure
4 Tamas- evil qualities

5 Vibhu- God

6 Kevala Jnana- Omniscience
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is caught in the web of the karmas and when it learns to be devoted to
Sudeva, Suguru and Sudharma?, he gets liberated from the bondage”.

Thus Mandita along with his group of students became the
Lord’s disciple and created the Dvadashangi after hearing the Tripadi
from Lord Mahavira.

CHAPTER 11

The seventh great scholar Mauryaputra followed the six schol-
ars who had got their doubts cleared one after another. He brought
with him his family of 350 students. He too was looking forward
to meet the Lord like the senior scholars. As soon as he reached the
Samavasarana the Lord Said ‘In the Vedas there is a verse” “el ST
ARITIHT Tatone ggamgar geung” “which means that who has seen
the heavenly gods namely Indra?, Yama®, Kuber?, Varun® and oth-
ers?” You have interpreted the verse to beas follows- “Because no
one knows about these Gods, they do not exist at all. They are all
only illusionary beings and are like a mirage formed in the desert. Al-
though in another place in the Vedas it is said “& q¥ asmger asmHISSEr
w@etes Tesfa” “Because heaven is the abode of the heavenly beings it
is proved that there is the existence of such beings called Devas. Oh
Mauryaputra: Isn’t this your doubt?”

There upon Maurayaputra said “True, my Lord, what you say
is true. Please clarify my doubt and bless me: Lord Mahavira then
replied, “Oh Mauryaputra: Your doubt regarding the existence of De-
vas is baseless because you can see the devas with your own eyes in
this Samavasarana. What you see Pratyaksha® does not need Prama-
na’.

“ArargAM.. | This adjective applied to the Devas in the Vedic Verse
signifies that the pleasure of the heaven are not eternal but transito-

1 Sudeva, Suguru & Sudharma- They guide the soul/aspirant to
tread on the path to emancipation

2 Indra- King of heaven

3 Yama- God of death

4 Kuber- God of wealth

5 Varun- The wind God

6 Pratyaksha- Direct Perception

7 Pramana- Proof
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ry; because” “gfior qua Aderes fawf=<r” “when the meritorious Karmas
begin to exhaust the Devas have to leave their abode of heaven and
take birth in the human world. As an illusion is momentary, so also
the heavenly pleasures are transitory. The minimum age limit of the
heavenly beings is 10,000 years and the maximum age limit is 33
Sagaropama’. ‘On the completion of the life span the Devas have to
leave their abode. But a handful of people make note of this. In order
to go to heaven, most people keep performing all kinds of righteous
deeds as explained in the scriptures unaware of the transitory happi-
ness in the heavenly abode. Very few, who know this, try to make it
hard for Moksha, which is eternal happiness and infinite bliss.

What are the acts that will enable one to attain heaven? This
too has been clearly explained in the Vedas. This explanation of the
ways to go to heaven also proves the existence of heavenly existence.
There is happiness as well as sorrow in this world. Happiness is the
resultant of Punya and sorrow is the effect of Papa. Hellish creatures
are always experiencing pain, against this the heaven exists where
the jivatman experiences the fruits of its meritorious deeds.”

Mauryaputra then enquired from the Lord, why the Devas very
rarely visited the human world though they were at total liberty to
come often? The Lord Said, “Oh Mauryaputra! There are many rea-
sons, for the Devas not visiting the Earth very often. The occassions
on which the Gods desire to come here on this Earth are very rare and
this mortal world when compared to heaven is not at all a beautiful
place and is full of sorrow and misery.

(Continue...)

1 Sagaropama- a huge measure of time
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