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Beyond Doubt

(Continue...) )
Acharya Padmasagarsuri

Dust, particles stick to the person who applies oil on his body
and sits in the open air. In the same way righteousness and sin are
like the dust particles that stick to the soul in the form of Karma. One
who is free from attachment and aversion need not fear the bondage
of Karma because Karma does not bind one who is free from them.

All the evil Karmas may be destroyed, but if the meritorious
deeds remain to be destroyed, the person has to take birth in heaven
to experience the fruit of righteousness. Therefore it is false to think
that it is precise to believe in Papa tattva alone.”

Thus Achalabhratha got his doubt cleared and submitted himself
to the Lord along with his group of students. After being imparted
with the knowledge of tripadi, the ninth Gandhara Achalabhratha too
constructed the Dvadashanga.

Tl ooy e feh 7 wraa i

The great scholar Metarya followed Achalabhratha to the Sa-
mavasarana along with his 300 disciples. The Lord told him that until
he interpreted the Vedas correctly, he will not be able to grasp the
right meaning and his doubt shall remain un-cleared. The Lord said,
“Oh Metarya, Reincarnation i.e. rebirth is a reality or not, this is your
doubt and the basis for it is the following Vedic verse. “fasm u= Yadea
9 FHATE ATy feTRrf, Fue de 1”7 i.e. the soul comes into exist-
ence when the Panchamahabhutas constitute together and after death,
it dissolves into the elements. Therefore there is no existence of any
kind of life after death. But the exact meaning of the verse is that
the modification of knowledge inherent in the soul undergoes change
based on the objects of cognition. The Vedic verse does not deny re-
birth and another world. By inference one is to know the truth.

“fed Welle: IgAIHed SFIYII:”
Rebirth is a truth. If it were not so, then the present birth also
would have been non-existent. Since the present birth is a reality, the
previous births are also a reality. Just as you exist today, your forefa-
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thers and ancestors also had existed. A new born baby is not taught how
to suck milk. Such activity is a result of the impressions of the previous
births. There are so many dissimilarities in all the worldly beings and
there has to be a reason for all these differences. Without accepting the
rebirth theory, one cannot understand the cause for all these variations
in all creatures. The accumulated Karmas (meritorious and evil) of the
previous births is the cause of all inequality. If previous birth exists,
then naturally rebirth also exists where the Jivatman® experiences the
Karmas accumulated in this birth. Thus innumerable births of the past
and the following births of each birth is proved and the theory of re-
birth is established.” Thus the Lord clarified the doubt of rebirth which
Metarya Swami had and established him as the tenth Ganadhara. His
three hundred disciples too surrendered to Lord Mahavira. The Lord
preached the “Tripadi’, and Metarya Swami created the Dvadashangi.

All the ten great scholars got their doubts cleared and became
the Prime disciples of Lord Mahavira. How could the last of the elev-
en scholars, remain behind? Prabhas, the eleventh brother followed
them to the place of sermon of the Lord, along with his family of 300
disciples. He had a doubt about ‘Nirvana’? which he desired to get it
clarified from Lord Mahavira and thus become the way farer on the
path of infinite bliss and joy.

As soon as the Lord saw Prabhas Swami, he said, “Oh Prabhas!
S at agfugem” i.e. One should perform the Agnihotra i.e. a kind
of a sacrificial ceremony throughout his life in order to gain heaven,
after death. The result of performing such ceremony is the attainment
of heaven and the aspirant does not benefit any other thing other than
going to heaven. Heaven is the ultimatum of this ceremony and there
is no scope for Nirvana or salvation. Hence such an aspirant never
attains emancipation and this proves that there is no such thing as
Nirvana. But there is another tenet of the Vedas which says, g swroft
afgae At 9 | there are two ‘Brahmas’. One is para (final beatitude) and
the other is Apara (Posterior) from this statement one infers Nirvana to
be a reality. Because of these two contradictory statements, you are una-
ble to decide the truth and since years you are curious to know the truth.”

(Continue...)

1 Jivatman- Bondaged soul

2 Nirvana- Beatitude
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