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Beyond Doubt

(Continue...) _
Acharya Padmasagarsuri

Prabhas said, “Yes, my Lord, this is my doubt. | request you to
clarify my doubt and enlighten me.”

The Lord Said, “SRTd a1 agfigian” a1 31fd “The adverb is used
in the sense of” i.e.’also’. Therefore the sentence is to be understood as
follows. “One who is desirous of heaven should perform the sacrificial
ceremony and at the same time, one who is desirous of ‘Nirvana’should
engage himself in various forms of worship like Dhyana®, Samyama?,
etc. Though the Vedic tenet does not mention about Nirvana, it also
does not deny its existence. Heavenly life is the fruit of righteousness
and hellish birth is the result of evil deeds, the combination of right-
eousness and evil deeds leads the soul to take birth in the mortal world.
From these statements it is to be understood that when both good and
evil Karmas are destroyed, the resultant is Nirvana.”

Prabhas swami said, “Oh Lord! The world is beginning less and
so it has to be endless. That which has no beginning will also not
have any end for it. Hence if the world is eternal, there is no possibil-
ity of Nirvana i.e. liberation from the world which is of the form of
Birth and death.

Lord Mahavira replied. “Oh noble one, the substance and the
modifications are two different things. The substance i.e. the Jivat-
man does not meet with the end but its modifications undergo change,
because they are of ever-changing nature. The union of two things is
always followed by their separation. In every birth, the soul and the
body get separated, in the same way the soul pierces the Karmas that
are united with it since time immemorial.

In the same way the beginning less union of Atman and Kar-
ma can come to an end, when the aspirant practices self-control,
equanimity, etc., when the soul destroys all Karmic bondage, that
state is termed as NIRVANA.” The soul then gets enlightenment and
thus the wheel of Samsara i.e. birth and death is pierced through and
destroyed. Like the Parmatman, the Jivatman, then acquires infinite

1 Dhyana - Concentration
2 Samyama - Self restraint
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knowledge and infinite bliss. “Prabhas then asked the Lord as to how
the soul was able to acquire infinite knowledge in the absence of the
sense organs.”

The Lord replied, “Knowledge is a characteristic of the soul and
the sense organs are only a medium. As a matter, it can never be
formless, so also the soul is never devoid of knowledge. But the veil
of Karma obstructs the infinite knowledge inherent in the soul. When
the veil of Karma is destroyed, the infinite knowledge and power of
the soul is brought to light. This is the reason for the emancipated
soul to possess infinite knowledge. Though all the sense organs of
a corpse are intact, it does not experience any of the sense pleas-
ures because, the corpse is devoid of consciousness and knowledge.
When the soul is liberated, it has perfect knowledge and perfect vi-
sion which are called Kevalajnana! and Kevaladarshana? respective-
ly. Such perfect souls experience infinite bliss and happiness.”

Prabhas swami then enquired as to how the liberated souls ex-
perienced infinite happiness, when they had already destroyed the
meritorious deeds (Punya) because only in the presence of Punya, the
soul can experience happiness.

The Lord said, “The meritorious deeds do not result in actual
happiness but only produce an illusion of happiness. Hence this hap-
piness is transitory. All worldly pleasures are compared to the itching
sensation, which procure pain in the long run. Thus that happiness
which procures misery is not true happiness. In “‘Nirvana’, there are
no such Karmas which yield illusionary happiness. The bliss that the
perfect souls experience is perfect, natural and everlasting. Hence
it is said that only in Nirvana, the soul experiences true happiness”
Thus Prabhas Swami got his doubt cleared and was delighted and
overwhelmed with joy.

Time is beginning less and endless, hence one may have a doubt
that since time immemorial infinite souls have been going to Moksha,
if such is the case, there should be no room for more souls reaching
Moksha and the world should have become empty of living beings.
But this is not the case.

I shall reveal the secret as | have heard it from my preceptors.

1 Kevala Jnana - perfect knowledge
2 Kevala Darshana - Perfect vision
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PAATR 8 JeTS-30%9

Whenever this question was put before the Arhanta, the same answer
was given by all the Tirthankars. The number of souls who have got
emancipation are equal to the least possible fraction of one unit of
number.

“gorered Tmaes far st o fafegmre 1

On account of continuous friction, rain water turns the moun-
tain rocks into fine sand. Since ages, this fine sand is flowing along
with the flooded rivers into the sea and is getting accumulated at the
bottom of the sea. But one has neither found the mountain disappear-
ing nor the sea has overflowed or stopped further accommodation.
The process is natural. Just like the mountain, the world shall never
become empty and like the sea, Moksha shall never be filled with
emancipated souls.

The light of a lamp fills the room and if hundred lamps are lighted,
no conflict arises among the lights of the lamps. The light produced
is a combination of different lights. In the same way, the liberated
souls, merge in the infinite light of the perfect souls in emancipation.
No conflict or commotion arises among them. The doubt regarding
Nirvana being resolved, the last of the eleven brothers, Prabhas swa-
mi, got initiated as the last Ganadhara of Lord Mahavira. Along with
him his 300 disciples too became the Lord’s disciples. Being im-
parted the knowledge of ‘Tripadi’, Prabhas Swami worked out the
Dvadashangi, like other Ganadharas.

As a result of “The Ganadharavada”, the last Tirthankara Lord
Mahavira, acquired a total of four thousand four hundred and eleven
disciples in a single day.

We offer our humble salutations to Lord Mahavira and the elev-
en great Ganadharas.
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He 7 311 agHed Tl i 1S Tae o Sfifae 9ug €, S g et
o FHYER @ He H 34 €.
IS M9 31U FATER o T HEAT ITed & o TS T . Tgel
37T a7l 3TTASH ol MR & ST,
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A_AR AR

q. 9, T AT o TramRasiasit 1. 9. &1
HH-LREATHT HETTel, Hg@TUT § Wod ATqHTE ToI9T

feih-03-09-30%9 @ UHE=RE@Ml HAgKd HgEom & AT H
(SRS & AgM U9as A= T S TS RYETs AgRTST,
TioEd St IRIAEERST A, 1., JaEefer of ffderst 9. 9., gEsh
SIS 7. 1., Gt TiqusErRsh, qur giish St
IUTR $TEe H TigATe AUl U, g, omem it AifagdeRst 7. @1, 9. T,
TeSTYUfd 3. 9t SRUYgdAISt A, 91, U. U, e of THugydaTst
7. 9. & gagEad gever off RraeRfasast 7. g, enfg smor-gmoft
Il qY AT e sing JlurRYR FHeE @t wedladt 9t
qugysiish, aredt st weferamsiish, aredt st usrRifdeish, et s
Tgehifaiist, aredt st quadifasist, aredt of Fgasish 7. ar. & R
qredl off e HiST, "ieat 9 TAATCIHSH, Gl o heuarsisi, aret
ot Terearsiistt o aredt oft giefgasish 7. @, enfg smolt wraw & e
TTGATE TeT & AT G el a7 STgTesi 4 36 STa8R W JIRER
T <l 7 H gfig L

SATOT HWTAE, 7T, 3. 2¢-09-301 Bl HfeRT oft AfFATT 797 & ST
FHeT0T T4 HIeA WTEd St quanrsish 7. 91, & 999 Siad & 659 9y A
TGl TF w\sd SrAfGad & e oMo & faRiy Fanfemes qur #grgsT,
AT BT GraT SMIISI fohal 71T €.

HRAN & & A Ya<iTE ARG A S foh g, Seige g
ST g RSraeRe st 7. 9. 3 q0g e qu we = Tmas, g
Heeh TRA USR] TTHNT IS STERIGH A T8I R HST AgRIST & ¢ 3d
STHeHd o HITel ST R {IGLdT Yae-23,93 . 2,3-03-30%9 ¥R @
UJAR ol SF-Te- Ao IeHa TUT N THRIE T SIS f3hal T €.

39 IAIGHIT oI & TR T XS STUGST FHed1orst Uat & geel
ot AITANTS TR, Mg, TEHKTT & <t ot JTFIE UM, & FOIE
4l g, ToRId AT & 34U qegq! 4t [AfdaE 9ed, ga-gre, greaR
gdetl, ReTard o TeHfEger 9t Aghea s Uee, Hgarul AR & HaRs, Sl
aTs TH. ., 3 e & fauraes onfe AW Iufed 2.
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3R fierg af gArRISasil JAdcr &
ATeL-ATEL A. AL D AIgAR Dl ART

. U. U, qUITSIOUfd omEdst  wHiethifdurRgduwst, 9. 9. oM sit
IgaSIfErREaHTSt, enfgemn - 3 fagye S Af<R, TR IR & -
SESEIEICS

R. U. Y, ATHA S SAAq ISEIREGRST, 7.8 o st e nRS 7.8
T gt wifeR oft et 7. snfeeTon - &, ot T S 9y, we
EERCEEI

3. STTETAS IIAFETRGAYRST 7.9, St e aRstt 7.4 snfgeron -

R, TSt AR HfIISTeh qUNTes S84, Hidigpsl 9te, JaE-¥oooLy

N

¥, A SagrREdYRS enfgeron - 3, off HEdR SH STl g,
(TTHTR)

U, TS SREUNGENRENHIST .G, U. U, el sRfagmrRgdaRst 4. .
T Y. g, 07 oft SERUSETRST 7.1 STESTO - y, 9t SR o, deiet & T,
TGO

& SO SAFEIRGAYTS 7.1 SfeSTon - 3, Towsreandt o<, e e,
T, (PTed)

. SR FASETRGAHIST A, 91, fgern - 3, ek 4. 7. 7. SH¥9, R,
TGO

¢. SRS TEERRETREAY AT, e - 3, I A, Wi, R, fae
Q. STETAsh fadeamRgdySh 7.aT, snfgeron - 2, S AR, a7 (3.), qE8

R0. RSN SSFEUNREIHTSH A.4T, faTon - 3, TRGR S IuTsr, FARawET,
e, (Trsream)

2%, TR fAeErRgAyTST 7.41, Snferon - 3, FaTg Wad, Ta. . d. T, vigy
e -t

3. TS ARg@IRYAHRSH A.9T, Snfgemn - 3, o Hfdemry Yamer qfiyss

a . c c
S, ATSA deIR, 9RATE, (HA1ch)

93. TOEd Sft TAUSENRSH A. @1, Mfgeron - 3, ot W IH g, ¢ 4. 59 9w,
Tt S AfRR, Qo hie AL, YRIGT — BT (HERTY)

Q¥. HiFsh wifdamsT A.41 SnfgaTom - , IFGEPRYR FHIHIGR- ISR (TTorTd)

gu. gedtaat st guaweTmsiish, snfgemn - <, off dm=re@rt S afR, ©e Ly,
Hedmon

g 2
w "n\’
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.Y, TEHIEA o ATGATH TALT & TETT TR IJUTRIA IUTR SIS Ao # fawtord
o AT oft fifaegryesht 7. |, F 9 & Tenaura sared st
TATHELALST A, |, T&AT AR it TR SEr & sit Renasatasast /. 9T,

A

&5 y 1 ., >
& PR - SR

- ?&f

: B -

o

AT AT et gU (T |) E9-3AA, FERT-TR gaelt & TR, oft THee g ued,
ITE F T[N oft FRRuTShl 9, STifeaTedt Sfal & JaRATsit TS TRie, Fat &
TS HEATHTE Y. ATE T ATUTEST HedToTet AET & ZERIsht SfiTeTTs TR, QTg.
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