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Awakening

(from past issue...) Acharya Padmasagarsuri

A scholar has said:
T USH TeA AT AT {eTo0g ST |
Jaha paumam jale jayam novalippyi varina.

Just as a lotus born in water remains untouched by water, the
enlightened man though born in this world remains untouched
by the worldly life. He will not take interest in the transitory,
sensual and physical pleasures and joys. He knows that man
is a traveller not a dweller in this world. It may be possible to
acquire material wealth in life. But all that will vanish one day.
When a man dies even his wife who lived closest to him day
and night while he was alive, would not like to sit near the dead
body. The body too does not accompany the Jiva. When that is
so how can wealth remain with man?

Life is like a fleeting dream. A dream lasts a few minutes;
and human life may last sixty or eighty years or at the most one
may live upto the age of one hundred or one hundred and twen-
ty five years. That is the maximum limit. The wise man is he
who can use as much of this illusory life as possible for a noble
purpose. Lord Mahavir said:

THI TEH! |1 qHES
Samayam goyam ma pamayaye
(Oh, Gautam! do not be indifferent even for a moment)

An enlightened man is a seer and a revealer. Our duty is to
walk upon the path shown by him. We cannot cross the ocean of
life by any other method.

God is not capable of taking human beings out of the ocean
of life. He can only show the way to salvation. Whoever goes
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on that path crosses the ocean of life. A philosopher has said,
“If there is any good action to be done, it should be done today
and now. If there is any wicked action contemplated, it is better

to wait till tomorrow”.

A similar thing has been said by another philosopher, “The
action which we think can be done at any time will never be
done. What is done now is really done.”

Some people say: “Dharma can be performed at any time.
Where does it run away? We will carry it out in our old age”.
This is nothing but a wild goose-chase. This is nothing but chas-
ing a mirage. There is no fixed time for doing Dharma. Our
entire life should be replete with Dharma because we do not
know when death overtakes us. How can we say when death
overtakes us?

T 3 HIY TedAT AT |
Grihita iva keseshu mrutyuna dharmamacharet.

(Thinking that Death is always holding us by the hair we
should carry out Dharma)

We may postpone the task of carrying out our Dharma to
our old age but what will happen if death overtakes us in our
youth. Even if we live long and reach old age what amount of
dharma can we do then? What will be its value? Thinking of
this point, a philosopher has said:

T T T: W+ T 90T 3t W Al |

YTy &fTFHTONy SITied: e T A
Navevayasi yah shantah Sa shanta iti me matih !
Dhatushu kshiyamaneshu Shantih kasya na jayate !

(Only he who is peaceful and noble in his youth is really
noble and peaceful. This is my opinion, because who will not
be peaceful and noble in his old age when all his senses have
grown weak and powerless?).

(Continue...)
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