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Awakening

(from past issue...) Acharya Padmasagarsuri

There is a difference between the nature of the soul and the
nature of the senses. Human life is caught between these two.
The senses are attracted by worldly pleasures and sensual de-
lights. Their way is inferior and harmful. Children are attracted
by biscuits, toffees, chocolates and ice-creams. But their mother
knows that these things affect their health. Hence she tries to
save the children from the harmful effects of these things. Like
mother, Gurudev (the preceptor) tries to draw people away from
sensual pleasures and guides them on the way to spiritual pros-
perity. From this, they get not transitory but everlasting bliss.
People should love themselves; not their bodies only. Those
who love themselves (their souls) can love others also.

He who loves his soul becomes a Samyami (A saintly-
man who has self-restraint). Those who come in contact with
him also acquire his qualities of nobility and self-restraint, just
as, one lamp is lighted by another. Love is the basis for unity
among human beings. Hatred causes divisions and dissensions.
The place of love in human life is supreme because it unites
separated hearts and brings them felicity.

Someone asked a tailor, “Why is it that you keep such a
small thing as your needle pinned on your turban and why is it
that you keep such a large thing as your scissors at your feet?”.
The tailor replied, “Brother, the tailor does not do so after his
desire. Those articles occupy a high ora low position according
to their own quality. The needle is certainly small but it does the
work of uniting pieces of cloth, that is why it is placed on the
turban. On the contrary the scissors are used to cut the cloth into
pieces and to separate them. Hence, it is kept at the feet.”

Love brings unity and unity brings strength. Ashoka could
achieve victory over the Kalingas with great difficulty. Amazed
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by the strength of the Kalinga army, he asked the king of Ka-
linga for the reason for such strength among his soldiers. He
replied, “Oh king, I love every soldier heartily. They also love
one another; so we are united. This unity is the cause for our
strength.”

While paying tributes to Mahatma Gandhi, a poet has sung:

T FTIAT IO f&aT iR Hid Y T 9eT |
T STUAT G T &R 3w sht saifa st i

Thumne apna pran diya aur maut ki shan badhayi!

Thumne apna khoon diya our premki jyoti jalayi!!

(You gave your life and increased the greatness of death.
You gave your blood and made the light of love burn).

We cannot wash a mark of blood with blood. To wash it we
require the water of love. The love of a certain sage transformed
the dacoit, Ratnakar into a sage. Mercy is a form of love. It has
such tenderness that under its effect even the hardest heart be-
comes tender. If from the mountain of the human heart always
pity, love, affection and kindness flow down as cataracts, sor-
rOWS can never exist.

The Lord said,

“farft ¥ WUy i Ast T 0TS 117

Mitti me savvabhuyesu veram majjham na kenayi
(I have amity for all creatures and I do not hate any creature).

The earth produces food for all; water satisfies thirst; air
keeps all beings alive; the sun gives light to all; the tree gives
fruits and cool shadow to all; the flower gives fragrance to all;
when that is so, why should man be selfish and self-centered?
Why is it that like nature man cannot be generous, selfless,
broadminded and beneficent? To make out lives flower forth
and develop we should discard vices and cultivate virtues. The
flower gives out fragrance not a foul smell. Is not life also like
a flower?

(Continue...)
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