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Awakening

Acharya Padmasagarsuri
(from past issue...)

The Teacher and the Disciple
U’ WeTEAYHTEATS & TeaTai~Iereh: |

FreereRT fArfereag Tefeafereferd
‘Gu’ sabdastwandakarsyad ‘Ru’ sabdastannirodakah
AndhakaranirodhithwadGururityabhidhiyate

The sound “Gu” means darkness; and the sound, “Ru”
means one who dispels it. We give the title Guru to a person
who expels the darkness of ignorance.

What does a blind man want? If anyone can give eye-sight
to a blind man, he will be grateful to him throughout his life.
The teacher performs the task of opening the mental eyes of his
disciples. Hence he deserves the highest veneration.

FRT-fa R TS STerTeRar |

wgrG-HtfoTd AT qE Sfieer 1 |

Ajnana timirandhanam Jnananjana salakaya
Chakshurunmilitam yena Tasmai Sri Gurave namah

We worship him as our teacher who opens with the collyri-
um-stick of knowledge the mental eyes of one who is mentally
blind or ignorant.

The teacher must possess knowledge. Moreover, his actions
and conduct also should be noble. He must act in accordance
with his precepts; otherwise, he is not a true teacher accord-
ing to the exponents of Shastras. He may feel happy and elated
thinking that he is a teacher because he can deliver pompous
discourses, but if he does not act according to his precepts, he
cannot occupy the high place of a teacher.

Such teachers would repent in future. Mahatma Kabir has
given a warning to such people in these words:
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kahate so karate nahi muh ke bade labar

Kala muh ho jayaga sayi ke darbar

The words of those who preach without practising, are
deceptive. In the Lord’s court, their faces will grow dark with
guilt. We cannot accept a man as a teacher on the basis of his
dress. Here is a famous proverbial statement:

T ISt TR 6 chist AT 1!
Pani pije chankar Guru kije jankar !!

Drink water after purifying it; and accept a man as your
teacher after knowing him. We should decide upon accepting
a man as our teacher only after finding out his fitness. Swami
Satyabhakta has written:

“There is the snare of bad teachers spread over the world.
Undertake the task of cutting it off with your intellectual inci-
siveness. These bad teachers do not have knowledge or self-con-
trol. They are also not helpful to others. These unfit sadhus in
the guise of teachers are a burden to the earth”.

The implication of this is that a real teacher is he who has
knowledge, self-control and magnanimity and the desire to help
others.

The sculptor by virtue of his skill, transforms a stone into
an image. If stone should become adorable as an image it has
to endure the hard strokes of the chisel. In the same manner, a
great teacher transforms his disciples into great men. Rawness
and insipidity change into humanity; and humanity changes into
divinity under the impact of a great teacher. A disciple becomes
noble and enlightened only after he endures the teacher’s severe
admonitions and the strokes of his cane.

(continue...)
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