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Awakening

Acharya Padmasagarsuri
(from past issue...)

The teacher is like a potter and the disciple is like a pot. The
potter strikes the pot with one hand to remove the unnecessary
things like stones and gives support to it with the other hand.
The mother beats her son only with affection in her heart. In the
same manner, the teacher also acts. The matter is different in the
case of a false teacher. Sensible people would keep away from
false teachers. A false teacher exploits the superstitious beliefs
of his disciples to fulfil his selfish ends.

Once, an educated but poor young man was in search of
a wife. A rich man agreed to give his daughter to him on the
condition that he should become a convert to his religion.
The young man thought that religion lay in conduct and that a
change of religion would not require change of conduct and that
no religion would oppose right conduct. So, he gave his consent
to change his religion.

The preparations for the marriage began. The bride and the
bridegroom loved each other. The young man was told to take
a bath; to put on washed clothes and to approach the preceptor
and to receive from him (Gurumantra) the sacred hymn of en-
lightenment. He was told that he could enter the marriage hall
only after, thus he was converted to the bride’s religion. If he did
so they would deem him to have been converted to the bride’s
religion. Then the marriage ceremonies would be arranged.

The young man did so, after wearing washed clothes he
went to the place where the Saitji and the preceptor were seated.
In accordance with the Saitji’s suggestion conveyed through a
sign, the preceptor recited into the young man’s ears, the Guru-
mantra or the hymn of enlightenment. The hymn was short. The
young man easily got it by heart.
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The young man asked the preceptor, “What benefit do I get
from reciting this hymn?”

The preceptor said “You will attain heaven.” The young man
said “Will I really attain heaven?” The teacher said,”Dear brother!
By reciting this hymn even Vaikunta can be attained.” The young-
man said, “Very good. Since you have taught me such a great
hymn, today I will give you Delhi as Dakshina (the teacher’s fee)”.

The teacher said “How funny! Is Delhi your father’s prop-
erty?” The young man said, “Are heaven and Vaikunta your fa-
ther’s property to give them to me?”

The teacher was speechless. All those who were listening
to this dialogue burst into a roar of laughter. The sait performed
the marriage though the conversion did not take place. Who will
not like to escape from the hypocrisy of such a teacher?

The Right use of Means

Man possesses five excellent means, namely, the intellect,
the body, the mind, wealth and language. Human life which is
difficult to reach can attain perfection and fruitfulness only if
these five means are exercised in the right manner. The head or
the intellect occupies the highest position in the human body
because its importance is greater than that of any other part of
the body. The power of the mind is called intelligence or sense.
It is intelligence or sense that can distinguish good from evil.
All the functions of the human body take place in accordance
with its directions. It is this power that helps us to receive and to
remember anything. We would have exercised our intelligence
properly, if, with its help we decide to understand the messages
of great men; and to study and master the shastras (the sacred
books) and to give a proper aim to our life. Lord Mahavira said;

“qUUTT WFRET 9FH 117

Janna samikkaye dhammam

The intelligence reviews the Dharma or our righteousness.
(continue...)
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