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Awakening

Acharya Padmasagarsuri
(from past issue...)

If we are in the company of noble people we get noble thoughts
and our speech also is noble because of our noble thoughts. Even
when he was extremely angry, Mahatma Gandhi never used an
abusive word beyond using the expression “mad fellow.”

Disciplined language leads to progress and happiness,
while, indecorous language brings infelicity and unhappiness.
The tongue (that is speech) that can cool down the fire that con-
sumes life, can also cause rivers of blood to flow. That is why,
we should speak after thinking well.

This has been said by a poet by name Soktha. It means that
words are precious. “Speak such valuable words if you can.
Give expression to your thoughts after thinking well.”

We should cultivate the habit of speaking out our thoughts
after filtering them, with the sieve of thoughtfullness. An English
writer says, “Look before you leap and think before you speak.”

A certain king had a dream in which he saw all his thirty-two
teeth falling off. The next day, he asked his astrologers to inter-
pret the significance of his dream. One said, “All the thirty-two
members of your family will die one after another before you.”
On hearing this, the king was greatly sad. Another astrologer told
the king that among all the members of his family, he was en-
dowed with the longest span of life. This made the king cheerful.
Both the astrologers said the same thing but there was a differ-
ence in the way in which they expressed the idea. The first one
lacked cleverness and spoke bluntly. The second one was clever
and he said the same thing in a pleasing manner. That is why, the
two statements had two opposite effects on the king.

(continue...)
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