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Additions and alterations may have beeh
made in the sacred texts after that time; but as
our argument is not based on a single passage or
even a part of the Dhammapada, but on the me-
trical laws o° a variety of metres in this and
other Pali books, the admission of alterations and
additions in these books will not materially influence
our conclusion, viz, that the whole of the Jaina
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As, however, the reader of the present volume
will naturally expect the translator to give expre-
ssion to his personal conviction on this point, I
give my opinion with all reserve, «:, that most
parts, tracts or treatises of which the canonical
books consist, ‘are old; that the reduction of the
Angas’ took place at an early period ( traditicn
places it under Bhadrabahu ; that the other works
of the Siddlania were collected in course of time,
probably in the first centuries before our era, and
that additions or alterations may have been made
in the canoniecal works till the time of the first
edition under Devardhiganin (980 A, V. =
454 A, D.)
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I fully remember that a meeting, was keld in

June in Calcutta in which a Digambar Scholar
delivered lecture on the Digambar philosophy
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refuting the Brabmanic doctrine of the crea{_ﬁb‘i'
&c. Insumming up the lectures, and in- making
Presidential remarks I addressed the members of
both the Digambar and Setambar Schools to make
up their differences towards the advancement of
both. I said that in Calcutta we had the honour of
listening to the learned and eloquent lectures of
the distinguished Setambar Sadhoo Shastra Vi-
sharad Jainacharya Vijaya Dharma Suri, but we
had no opportunity of ccming in contact with a
Digambar Scholar here,

While in Benares, I studied some of the
Setambar Jain books under the Setambar Sadhoo
aforementioned, but on enquiry I learnt there were
not many learned Digambar Scholars in Benares.
Through the Kidness ¢£ Muni Indravijay, I got the
opportunity of meeting with one Digambar
Pandit who gave me some informativn about hjs
School. but I wanted to learn more. It is no
doubt a great fortune that we have got in
Calcutta a Digambar Pandit who is a learmed
‘Scholar. Bengal is now much advanced. The most
orthodox of the Bengali Paudits are now eager ‘to
learn something of ths doctrine of both tlie
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Setambar -and Digambar Schools. Modern Scholar-
ship is not one sided.

The Setarwvs and Digambars  both  contend
w1 he 3-11'.1-'1'&--' of their doct+ e It ‘< now
generally ackiowl.dg d hat Sernmbar doctrine is
the oldest, In th: b-gining there was no distine-
tion hetweer the two Schools, The  distinction
arose iater, Ican ounly say tha' Digambar docirine
18 not pesalt. There is no go d in desputing over
the matter,

Yours Sincerely
Satish Chandra Vidyabhusana
Principle Sanscrit College
and
Secretary Board of Sancerit
Examination,
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