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CONTRIBUTION OF ACARYA
MAHAPRAJNA TO THE WORLD OF
PHILOSOPHY |

Samani Dr. Shashiprajna* -

[Late Aciarya Mahaprajiia was a great saint, thinker, philosopher
and scholar of Jainism. Through some of his novel concepts he
enriched the Jaina Philosophy and gave insight for social transforma-
tion. He looked at theory of Sadjivanikaya, Karmavada and morality
in non-traditional way and introduced few ncvyer" ideas to make Jaina
philosophy: compatible with the modern empirical world philosophy.
In this paber the author underlines the novel contributions of Acarya
Mahaprajiia in the field of Jaina philosophy.]

Introduction:

The study of philosophy is the continuous process of quest for
truth. In-this non-stopping journey of development of thoughts great
philosophers contributed a lot by their novel thoughts and enriched
the world of philosophy. In this paper, efforts will be made to
highlight the philosophical thoughts envisaged by the 21 st century's
great philosopher Acarya Mahaprajfia. Mahaprajiia's independent,
innovative thoughts regarding the concept of Jaina theory of
causation and concept of creation can be considered as the
metaphysical contribution. The concept of Sadjivanikaya and self
development, the concept of moral responsibility, karmavada and
purusarthavada, etc. give us aclear notion of karma philosophy and
its social relevance in the era of Science and Technology. Moreover
his ideas regarding the Jaina Ethical code of conduct and criteria of
morality are really touching points and can brain-wash the
misconceptions regarding the Jaina ethical concepts that they are not

* Professor, Jain Philosophy, Jaina Vishva Bharati, Ladnun
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social. But Mahaprajfia's revolutionary views can open new
horizons in the world of Jaina philosophy.
The theory of Causation

The concept of causation is the basic foundation of each and
every philosophy. Jaina philosophy is basically based on the theory
of anekanta. So there is a kind of misconception among the Eastern
and Western scholars that there is no room for an absolute truth in
Jaina philosophy and all the truths are relative. It was Mahaprajiia
who expounded that there are two types of truth as per the theory of
anekanta i.e. sapeksa and nirapeksa i.e. relative and absolute.'
medium of rest, space, soul and matter-five substances) kala (time)
loka-aloka (universe and contra universe) are absolute truth, where
cause and effect theory can't be applied. In case of relative truths
only, one can trace its cause and effect.?

He further extends his view in this manner that Jains believe in
the principle of parinamika-bhava, which can be classified under two
heads as anadi-parinamika and sadi-parinamika i.e. change which
has no beginning and change with beginning respectively.
Paiicastikaya come under the head of anadi-parinamika which are
eternal i.e. change without a beginning or an end. But
simultaneously, they are constantly evolving and taking different
forms. It just exists there without any cause since infinity and
remains so forever. Where as, sadi-parinamika case can be
explained through cause and effect theory. For example a house was
built. It has its beginning. So in such instances of change which has
beginning (sadi-parinamika) we can search relative truth as its
material cause and efficient cause as invisible.?

The World and its Creator

Since time immemorial, the philosophers and the scientists of
different schools and streams have tried their best to unfold this
mystery, "who created this world? Why? When? and How!- these
questions have been asked from time to time again and again.

There is a wide difference of opinion among the philosopher
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about the concept of creation. If we subscribe to the view that world
is a creation then creator has to be somebody different than the
world. A question would then be asked- "From where he come and is
there another world?" If god is accepted as the creator of this world,
then question may be raised as to what are the basic attributes of God
through which, he created the world. If the creator is regarded to be
an embodiment of pure consciousness, why his creation should have
both the characteristics i.c., sentience as well as insentience? How
coms this dichotomy? Another vital question would surface then. in
order to make something, the creator has to collect some raw
material. Did that come from this world or from some other world.
Similarly, if we believe that the world is made out of God's own
properties, then it is not a new creation but only an extension or new
modification of the original stuff.

The Jaina philosophers didn't wish to tread this futile path in
imagining such questions and trying to answer them. They
maintained that the world is not a creation by any body like God. It
just exists there since infinity and would remain so, forever. There
are different notions regarding the creation. In the words of
Mabhaprajia, creation is nothing but the combination of anadi and
sadi-parinamanda’ i.e. it is composed of five fundamental substances
which occurs due to combination of Jiva and pudgala. Acarya Tulsi
also in his text, 'Illuminator of Jaina Tenets' rightly defined creation
as 'Jivapudgalavorvividha samyogaih sah vividhariipah'.

In fact, Jagat is nothing but mixed product of Jiva (the soul)
and pudgala (matter), we don't see either of them in its original
form, as it is imperceptible. But that doesn't mean that what we don't
see is not Jagat (creation).’ So according to Mahaprajiia for creation
there is no need to accept God.

The Concept of Sadjivanikaya and Self-development

According to Jaina philosophy, the theory of rebirth is nothing
but the theory of transmigration between four realms namely
celestial, human, animal and infernal. The concept of Sadjivanikaya
(classification of six beings) is the upshot of the theory of rebirth.
Mabhaprajiia says, soul exists, soul is eternal and karmic bondage-
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these three concepts of Jaina ethics are sufficient to prove the theory
of rebirth.®

In no other school of Eastern or Western philosophy we find
such a subtle classification of Jivas from one-sensed to five-sensed-
beings. Siddhasena rightly commented that for proving the
omniscience of Tirthankara Mahavira, only Sadjivanikaya concept
is more than sufficient.”

The point of consideration here is that Mahaprajiia says, we
don't find such a successive development of consciousness on the
basis of the sequence of one to five sense organs namely touch,
taste, small, colour and sound in other schools of philosophy.® He
says the development of consciousness begins from the sense of
touch and reaches up to the level of five sense organs accompanied
by mind. Acarya Mahaprajiia believes that the one who doesn't
understand the real existence of Sadjivanikaya, can't understand how
to give an end to the unending chain of rebirth and attain the spiritual
heights.’ So this concept of Sadjivanikaya must be understood for
the attainment of liberation.

Atmakartrtvavida and the concept of Moral Responsibility

Jains believe in nityanityatmaka nature of soul. Soul never
loses its real nature of caitanya (Consciousness) so it is nitya
(eternal) but at the same time it keeps on changing every moment to
keep its existence. If for a moment soul gives up parinamanai.e. if
svabhavika change is stopped, then there will be no more existence
of soul. To maintain the existence of soul, svabhavika kartrtva of
soul i.e. parinamana (change) must be accepted. If the soul
transmigrates from human realm to the animal kingdom, or hell or
heaven, then such paripamanais considered as vaibhavika kartrtva.'

Acarya Sti asserts that this concept of kartrtva has shown the
concept of sadhana that nobody can give either pain or pleasure to
any body in this world. This kind of novel idea gave rise to the
concept of atmakartrtvavada which means soul can't endorse any
soul of blame on others for one's own deeds and misdeeds but soul
himself is responsible for one's own pleasure and sorrow.''It seems
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to be human psychology that one wants to take honour of everything
good but disowns anything wrong or evil. It means that for good,
you are responsible, but for bad, you throw the responsibility on
others. According to Jainism, your soul is responsible for both good
and evil. One cannot impose the responsibility on anyone else not
even on God. This is the gist of Jaina doctrine of atmakartrtvavada.

This doctrine helps us to develop a new avenue of our own
consciousness, and that is to refrain from accusing others and
confess one's own responsibility for doing anything wrong or
considering one's own Self responsible for suffering or pain instead
of accusing others. This is novel contribution of the Mahaprajiia to
mould the attitude of the person who imposes the cause of suffering
on other.. _

Karmavida and Purusarthavada

Jaina Ethical philosophy is based upon the theory of karma.
Jaina philosophy doesn't accept that notion of God who rewards or
punishes one according to fruition of auspicious karmas and
inauspicious karmas respectively. The world is governed by natural
laws, so there is no need to accept any God. In favour of God many
logics are given as out of compassion God created this world. Some
say, God was alone, he wanted to be many (tadaiksat bahusyam), so
the world came into being. Mahaprajiia has given a reasonable logic
in favour of the Jaina theory of karma. He says that the primary
basis of acceptance of theory of karmais freedom of will. Secondly,
the moral responsibility of each and every action is on the individual
itself. Thirdly, every individual has the right to progress and change
his destiny."

He says, if one claims that everything happens according to
the theory of karma in Jaina philosophy, then there will be no
difference between the I§varavada i.e. theism and karmavada i.e.
- theory of karma. But Acarya Mahaprajfia emphasizes that the theory

of _kénna is the theory of purusartha i.e. effort. One can't
differentiate the two as they are twins found always together."> One
can change one's karma through efforts. In canonical text we get two
types of karmasi.e. dalika karma and nikacita karma. Dalika karmas
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are those karmas, which can be changed. Nikacita karma are those
karmas which can never be changed. ' Here we are helpless. So other
philosophers considered that we can't change the karmas once
bound. But Acarya Mahaprajfia asserts that at maximum level,
karmas are changeable. The area of unchangeable karmas are very
much least in number. Therefore on the basis least unchangeable
karmas, we shouldn't accept that we can't change our karmas and
future.”

Moreover, Mahaprajfia says it should be crystal clear in
everybody's mind that from the point of view of the raise of nikicita
karma, soul is under the pressure of dependence of karma. From the
point of view of dalika karma, there are two possibilities-where ever
soul tries to change one's karma through the observation of vows,
penance and practice of meditation, patience, etc. soul is dominant
over karmas and one can change karma and where ever soul doesn't
indulge in any kind of efforts for changing one's karmas, such soul
is dependent upon karmas and such soul is governed by the
karmas.' If we don't accept change occurring through auspicious
efforts, then all, the practices of penances, etc. will prove to be
meaningless. Tirthankara Mahavira paved the path of four fold
efforts namely udirana (pre-maturation), upasamana (suppression),
vedana (experience of karma) and nirjara (shedding of karmas)."”

Acarya,Mahaprajfia declares that it is the concept of udirana
(prematuration of karma) and the concept of samkramana
(possibility of changing karmas) the two revolutionary novel
concepts, which prove the theory of karma as the theory of efforts. '
Acarya Mahaprajfia says, one who wishes to make one's future
bright, must concentrate on the sources of purusarthai.e. efforts. He
says, we have three sources of efforts namely the actions of mind,
speech and body. Now the question arises as to how these three-fold
actions can make a bright future. To this he says, if mind is pure,
passionless and always thinks positively, then such mind can create
a good fate. One who speaks truth, and one who is straight forward
in one's speech and in one's physical actions can build a good fate.'
On the other hand, if the three-fold actions work in opposite path,
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then it will lead to establishment of bad fate. So control over mind,
body and speech is the way to bright future.
The Jaina Ethical code of conduct and Society

Acarya Mahaprajiia divides dcara or conduct under the two
broad categories, one is atmabhimukhi i.e. the conduct which leads
towards the self-upliftment and other one is samajabhimukhii.e. the
conduct which leads to social upliftment. Self oriented conduct
(atmabhimukhi) is called spiritual conduct and society-oriented
conduct is called as morality.”® He established that the Jaina code of
conduct, namely five mahavratas and five anuvratas are basically for
peaceful social-existence. Basically there is misconception among
the non-Jaina scholars that the Jaina Ethical philosophy gives much
emphasis to individual progress only and there is no room for the
social development in Jaina Ethics. It is crystal clear that the vow of
non-violence means not to kill others, the vow of truthfulness means
not to tell a lie in any case, the vow of non-stealing means not to
steal anything without the consent of the owner and the vow of
celibacy means to be content with one's own wife or completely
giving up one's sexual pleasures which is the main cause of all cruel
and violent actions. The vow of non-possession means to give up all
sorts of possession or limiting one's possession to the possible
extent. All these vows are related with the society. So Anuvrataand
Mahavrata both are samajabhimukhi as they give moral injections
for social peace.?’ Acarya Mahaprajiia emphasized on this concept
that the basic foundation of anuvratas and mahavratas are, the three
guptis i.e. control of mind, speech and body which is purely
atmabhimukhi.? It has nothing to do with the social upliftment. This
kind of clear, impartial distinction can give raise to the concept of
Jaina sociology in the world of Jaina philosophy.
Criteria of Morality

There is no single criteria of morality as it changes from place
to place; it changes according to different environmental situations.
Eastern and Western Ethical philosophers have different views
regarding the criteria of morality. Acarya Mahaprajfia founded the
criterias of Jaina morality. As per his view, the main criterias of
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Jaina morality are- restraints (samiyam), honesty (pramanikata),
application of pure means (Sidhana-suddhi) and modulation of
human relations (manava sambandho mein sudhara).**He believes
that activity in which there is no restraint, is not a moral activity. So
restraint over one's desire is the main basis or Jaina morality.”
" Moreover, Acarya Mahaprajfia believes, there is inter-link between
the four basic criterias of Jaina morality. He says, unless and until,
there will not be restrain over one's own desires, cases of corruption
and mal-practices, all such actions which arise: due to dishonesty
can't be avoided. So practice of honesty and restraint over one's
desires are fully inter-related. Man of honesty and controller of
desires can never use the wrong means for achieving one's personal
end. If the relations between persons to person are compassionate
then no incident of cruelty can occur in the society. He concludes in
this way that the restrain oriented life style only can bring about
bright future for the individual and the society as a whole.”

In nutshell, it can be concluded that the Acarya Mahaprajiia
was a man of philosophy and spirituality simultaneously. This is the
main reason behind his novel contribution to the world of Jaina
philosophy. Each and every line of novel contribution of
Mahaprajfia is capable enough to give a new insight for personal
cum social transformation. Not even a single field of knowledge
escaped from his wisdom, that's why his literature can create quiet a
revolutionary environment and can lead towards the path of
achieving global peace and peaceful co-existence in the world as a
whole.
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KARUNA AND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
ITS SOCIAL IMPLEMENTATION

Dulichand Jain*

[Karupa is the base of the philosophy of Non-violence
advocated by Mahavira and Buddha. It is the pivot around which all
the ethical virtues like friendliness, compassion, equanimity,
tolerance, harmony and Jivadaya revolve. Inspired by Karuna, the
author has established a social organisation "Karuna International’
the main thrust of which is to implant the seeds of love and
kindness among the childrens through schooling and promoting
animal shelters, animal feeding, environmental maintenance and
other similar events. In this paper the author exhibits the
contributions made by the said organisation.]

Some concepts and ideas are so powerful that they can have
the power to transform the human mind and the human condition in
a significant way. Karuna as propounded by the Jaina Tirthankaras
is one such potent tool. The Jaina scriptures teach that life is
precious to one and all; hence one should not cause harm even to the
subtlest form of life. Such an attitude fosters kindness and
friendliness which can unite hearts and minds. Live and let live -
said Lord Mahavira. This slogan contains the answer to many of the
problems that plague the world today such as disharmony, war
cruelty, terrorism, pollution, environmental degradation, ecological
imbalance - to name a few. Today there is great need to protect the
environment and ecology from disaster. Such problems have taken
on an overwhelming proportion, and there is a dire need to
understand that they have arisen because of our selfishness and self-
centredness. They have arisen because we are not in harmony with
the universe, with others, and with our own selves.

* President, Karuna International, 70, Sembudoss Street,

Chennai-600001
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Lord Mahavira was a great seer who strived to help the
masses to find peace and happiness. He did this by laying emphasis
on non-violence and compassion. Non-violence is considered one of
the five principles of Jainism along with truthfulness, non-stealing,
celibacy and non-possessivenéss. One is required to conduct one's
life in accordance with these principles. Compassion is the practical
implementation of non-violence. One cannot practice non-violence
without compassion. The practice of compassion sows the seeds of
respect for another. It teaches us that just as my life is precious to
me, another person's life is precious to him too.

So Mahavira stressed on "reverence for all life". The life of
every being is sacred and must be respected. He said,

savve pana piyauya, suhasaya dukkhapadikila/

appiyavaha piyajivino jiviukama savvesim jviyampiyariy/ '

i.e. "All living beings are fond of life, they relish pleasure,
loath misery, disfavour injury, wish for longevity and long for
survival. In short, life is dear to all."

Such compassion for every form of life, human and non-
human, from the single-sensed creatures to the five-sensed
creatures, lies at the heart of Jainism. Life is precious and to kill any
being, be it an innocent bee or a serial killer, is considered abhorrent.

No wonder then, the great seer declared compassiof to be the
mother of religion. He said, ‘

savvehim bhiehim dayapukampi khariti sariyjayabambha yari/?

i.e. A true monk should have compassion on all beings, he
should be of a forbearing nature, restrained and chaste.

He further said,

kodikallanajanani duhkhaduriyakhigga nitthavani /

samsara jalahitatarani ekaciya hoi jivadaya// *

i.e. "Compassion gives millions of benefits; all troubles, sins
and enemies are destroyed by it just as a boat which can take us
across this worldly ocean."

It is in a parallel vein that the great scientist Albert Einstein
stated, "Our task must be to free ourselves by widening our circle of
compassion to embrace all living creature and the whole of nature
and its beauty".
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Thus, the need of the hour is for ' HUMANE EDUCATION
PROGPAMME'. As Yehudi Menuhin asked with his uncanny
perception, "Why is compassion not part of our established
curriculum, an inherent part of our education? Compassion, awe,
wonder, curiosity, exaltation, humility - these are the very
foundation of any real civilization, no longer the prerogatives of any
of the churches but belonging to everyone, every child in every
home, in every school".

It is to address the need of the hour that the KARUNA
INTER'NATIONAL movement was conceived. It was built to
revive and ignite these finer emotions in our youth, who will define
and decide the future course of humanity.

At Karuna International, we are aware that in order to create a
caring and compassionate society in the future, the seeds of love and
kindness need to be implanted in children at an early age. Children
are born with an inborn curiosity towards their environment, and
they have a natural affinity towards birds and animals. If this innate
affection can be converted into an informed awareness and
sympathy, they will grow into sensitive, compassionate humane
beings who will abhor all forms of ‘hirsa' or violence and create a
truly refined and civilized society in the future.

. Frot its humble initiation of 3 schools in 1995, the
organization has grown today into a magnificent and gigantic
network of more than 1850 clubs in schools and colleges across the
country.’

The Mission of the Karuna Movement is:

» To inculcate kindness, sympathy and understanding towards

all living

» To instill reverence for life since all life forms are sacred and

should net be callously destroyed for man's pleasure and

benefits. '

» Appreciation of the unity and harmony in the universe and the

need for peaceful co-existence.

» Practicing compassion and participating in all activities that

promote love and kindness.

» Promotion of vegetarian way of life.
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» Development of nobility of character.

The need to spread the Karuna mission is becoming more and
more urgent because the social definition for success today is instant
material rewards and a flamboyant lifestyle based on high levels of
consumption and self-gratification. In such an ambience, it is very
easy for youngsters to lose sight of what they are trampling upon
while racing towards their goals. It is important to make them
realize that they cannot inflict pain or suffering on other life forms
for their own pleasure. Such an attitude may bring them success, but
only short-lived.

Karuna Club-Programmes and Activities ‘

The Karuna club in each school is launched with an
impressive, inaugural function, followed by a solemn pledge taken
by the students to eschew violence and embrace compassion. These
clubs receive guidance and support, as well as periodic review and
assessment, by Karuna International. Each club must conduct at
least six programmes annually, including meetings, competitions,
exhibitions, publications, eco-clubs and guest lectures.* At these
programmes, the activities must be aimed at building awareness of
Karuna ideals such as kindness towards animals, protection of the
environment and vegetarianism. The clubs are also required to
organize a minimum of 10 activities such as visits to animal
shelters, animal feeding, environmental maintenance, interaction
with the elderly persons at old age homes and similar events. Based
on the activity reports sent by the clubs, Karuna International
confers awards during its annual conference. '

Karuna International is recognized by the Animal Welfare of
India and accredited to impart programmes for school and college
teachers on humane education. Teachers are crucial catalysts in a
child’s world; hence it is important to involve them in any
programme aimed towards children. A syllabus on humane
education is also prepared for the guidance of teachers.” Frequent
training and orientation programmes for teachers are conducted to
equip them to inspire and co-ordinate the Karuna club activities in
their schools. Teachers who effectively carry the Karuna torch
forward are felicitated by Karuna International.
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The Karuna club programmes are formulated after thorough
consultations eminent educationalists and teachers so as to make
them relevant, practical; effective and enjoyable. A fourteen-point
programme has been designed as a model to be followed by Karuna
clubs.

Karuna International is established to address the following
concerns regarding the erosion of value systems in our society:

» Degradation and imbalances in the ecosystem.

» The excessive and indiscriminate consumption of non-
vegetarian food which leads to the destruction of animal lives.

» The need to preserve the cosmic integral unity of the universe
where all natural resource are naturally balanced and
biodiversity is maintained.

» The need for humane education worldwide and the importance
of compassion as a way of life.

By inculcating the nutritive values of vegetarian diet, the
Karuna movement has transformed the lives of many non-vegetarian
teachers and students. Many have voluntarily opted to consume
vegetarian diet after understanding the various cruelties caused to
poor voiceless animals by non-vegetarian food. By this marked
transformation, they indirectly exhibit their compassion and
kindness towards poor animals.

Highlights:

» Karuna International has organized 12 All India Conferences
in which 1000 teachers and activities have taken part in each
conference. Also they have organized 8 regional conferences
on state levels.

» We have organized 300 teachers training programmes and 400
students training programmes. They have also conducted
thousand of Inter-school competitions on the theme of
compassion, non-violence, animal welfare, prevention of
cruelty, love for nature and environment and maintaining
ecological balance.

» We have published 12 books in English, 12 in Hindi, 5 in
Tamil and 3 in Telugu which are distributed free in all schools
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and colleges.

» With the efforts of Karuna International, 1,02,000 students of
96 schools have decided to use only non-leather shoes. They
have also undertaken not to use any animal products.

» 22,000 students have switched over to a vegetarian diet.

» Karuna International publishes a monthly Newsletter which
gives information about all Karuna club programmes.

» In the competition on "Stories of compassion" book, 40,000
students give examination and they are awarded prizes worth
Rs.2, 50,000/- each year.

Our Hope for Tomorrow .

To shoulder this ideology forward among the community at
large, 35 Karuna Kendras have been established in towns and cities
to involve more and more citizens; these Kendras will strengthen
and vitalize the movement further. Our insensitivity and
carelessness towards animal lives and our veering towards non-
vegetarian food habits is largely responsible for environmental
degradation and global violence that stalks the world today. This
has been recognized not only in India, but across the globe. The
need for compassion is the most urgent requirement of the world
today for its peace and continued survival. -

Thus, we find that the noble thought of 'Jiva-daya" or
compassion preached by Lord Mahavira 2500 years ago has been
implemented effectively by Karuna International. Within the past
14 years significant work has been done by these clubs in
communicating the message of compassion to 10,00,000 children
and 35,000 teachers through 1850 schools and colleges.
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POTENTIALS OF TOURISM WITH
REFERENCE TO VARANASI AND ITS
JAINA PLACES

Vivek Tiwari’

[ Varanasi is one of the oldest living cities of the world. It has
confluence of all the three major religious traditions of India-
Hinduism, Jainism and Buddhism. That is why it is equally
regarded as the most sacred place and pilgrimage for all three
traditions. Thousands of tourists visit Varanasi every year. So far
tourism is concerned, here in Varanasi Buddhist sites are prominent
but Jaina sites are rather ignored. In this paper the author underlines
the potentials of Jaina tourist sites sharing some novel ideas to
promote Jaina tourism in Varanasi.)

Tourism in its different forms has been one of the most vital
and essential human activity, which promotes mutual understanding
and social harmony. In the true spirit of “ Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”
i.e. the world is a family, tourism starts with travel and travel brings
movement and the movement is life essence (prapavana). The
Upanisadic philosophy of caraiveti-caraiveti-caraiveli i.e. keep on
moving, keep on moving; keep on moving , underlines the same
principle. Tourism is a tremendous source of knowledge which has
rightly been pointed out by St. Augustine who states that- the world
is a book and those who do not travel, read its only one page.
Through the promotion of tourism we can move forward to achieve
the goal of World Peace also. In Indian context in every social,
religious activity like marriage, pilgrimage, and performance of
rituals, including sariskaras, we can very easily find the spirit of

*Research Scholar, Dept. of AIHC & Archaeology, Jiwaji Univ.
Gwalior
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tourism which now has become well defined and collaborative
activity.

Kashi or Varanasi, as an ageless city, is said to be one of the
oldest living cities of the world. Its sacredness from the view point
of convergence of all the three religious and cultural streams,
namely Vedic-Puranic (not Hindu)', Buddhism and Jainism is well
known. Varanasi is truly the holiest city and also the cultural capital
of India.

Kashi (city of Divine Light) is right word to denote the
holiness and wholeness of the city but Varanasi in modern context
has been accepted as synonym and hence by Varanasi we mean the
whele of present city extended beyond Banaras Hindu University
in south and beyond Sarnath in north. Varanasi allures and invites
tourists not only from different parts of India but also from all over
the world because of its rich and varied past heritage and traditions
and more because of its living cultural diversity with inherent unity?.
The city with somewhat meager material facilities for the tourists
is the city of experience and feel of spirituality. It is perhaps the
only city in India which is sacred equally to Buddhists, Jainas and
of course to the people of Vedic-Puranic faith. So far the city is
mainly known for tourism in Buddhist® and Vedic-Puranic® (not
Hinduism) sectors and its importance in Jain context has been denied
while Varanasi is equally potential to offer very significant places
of Jain religion and culture for the tourists, including Jaina pilgrims
(tirthatana).

Jainism has been one of the three main religious streams of
India which was basically a religion of Sramanic (ascetic) tradition.
Jainism developed around the 24 Jinas or the Tirthankaras who
represent the basic tenets of Jainism i.e. deep austerity, non-
violence and absolute renunciation. Its importance in Jain context
is apparent from the tradition, according to which out of 24 Jinas
four were born in and around Varanasi, they are Supar§vanatha (7"
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Jina), Candraprabha (8® Jina), Sreyamsanatha (11* Jina) and
Par§vanatha (23™).0f these, Par§vanatha, who is considered to be
a historical Jina and who is usually assigned the time of 8" century
B.C, occupies the most venerated position in Varanasi. As a
consequence Varanasi became the place of Jaina pilgrimage. In the
ambience of Varanasi, we come across plenty of ancient and
medieval Jaina vestiges in the forms of icons and temples. The most
important of such examples are found from Rajghat and several
others places in Varanasi (Bhelupura, Bhadaini Mata Anandmai
Ghat, Ramghat and Maidagin) as well as from Sarnath. The Jaina
remains from Varanasi belong mainly to a period from 6™ century
A.D. to 20th century. These remains are affiliated to both the
Svetambara and Digambra sects and most of the temples are
dedicated to Supar§vanatha and Par§vanatha However a few
" images of Rsabhanatha (1* Jina), Vimalanatha (13" Jina),
Neminatha (22™ Jina) and Mahavira (24" Jina and senior contem-
porary of Buddha) whose lives are not associated with Varanasi,
are also found.

Although we do not have surviving ancient Jaina temple in
Varanasi yet on the basis of the antiquity and continuity of Jainism-
in Varanasi, as established by the Varanasi-Kalpa of Vividhatirtha
Kalpa (of Jinaprabha Siiri of 14" century A.D), mentioning about
the Par§vanatha temple of Varanasi, it may be postulated that some
ancient Jaina temples dedicated to Par§vanatha must have existed
" in past.

One of the earliest images from Varanasi represents Mahavira
which is now preserved in Bharat Kala Bhavan, Varanasi (Acc. No.
161). The image, datable to c. 6" century A.D., is particularly
significant because it is one of the earliest examples which shows
the cognizance of the Jina which in present case is lion. The graceful
image exhibits all the features of the Gupta images which are to
be seen in its plasticity, serenity, elegance and animation. The body
contours reveal vegetative rhythm. The image shows a wonderful
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synthesis between the external form and the inner meaning with the
result that the figure reveals the height of spirituality. Mahavira
absorbed in deep mediation is seated without Trichatra on a throne
decorated with Vis§vapadma.

Another image of equal importance represents Neminatha
which is found from Rajghat and is presently preserved in the
Bharat Kala Bhavan, Varanasi (Acc. No. 212). The image, datable
to c.7* century A.D., is one of the earliest images which contains
the figures of Yaksa and Yaksi. Even in the absence of conch
cognizance of Neminatha, the image could be identified with
Neminatha on account of the figures of his Ambika Yaksi (shown
with two babies) and also a palmtree which is associated with
Balarama who was the cousin brother of Neminatha.

Through this paper as a research student of Tourism I want
to make some submissions for promoting tourism in Jaina sector
also so that, besides the Jaina pilgrims, general domestic and
International Tourists could also be offered some new packages in
Varanasi This could be combined with places of Buddhist and
Vedic-Puranic interest namely, Sarnath, Vishwanatha Temple,
Ganga (Ganga Arati and Boat-ride). Atleast half day should be
given for visiting Jaina temples at Sarnath, Chandrapuri and
Bhelupur and Bhadaini, last two being birth places respectively of
Par§vanatha and Supa$vanatha. In museums like Archaeological
Museum, Sarnath and Bharat Kala Bhavan (B.H.U) also some time
should be devoted for appreciating the aesthetic and spiritual beauty
of Jaina images.

Another package could be developed as exclusive Jaina circuit
which may originate from Varanasi and move to Pava, Sammed
Sikhara in East and Ayodhya, Shatrunjaya and Ginnar in the West.

One more package of exclusive Jaina tourism may, besides
the above places, include Deograh, Khajuraho, Gwalior, Girnar,
Shatrunjaya, Shravanabelgola, Tiruparuttikunram and Halebid. This
would be for the Tourists who are interested more in knowing about
the contributions of Jainism to art and culture. Now the time has
come when we must think rather should make positive efforts for
the development of Jaina Tourism for the benefit of Jaina commu-
nity in particular and global Tourists in general.
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Fig-3

Fig-2
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Foot-Notes and References

1.

Varanasi as an abode of Lord Siva is known as the avimukta and
moksadi city. It is the city where the sacred most river Mother
Ganga flows who is beautifully adorned by the crescent shaped
chain of 85-ghats (stepped river bank). These ghats are occupied
by the buildings, Dharmshalas and temples of all the regions.
Kamal Giri, Maruti Nandan Tiwari, V. P. Singh, “Jaina Mandir
aur Murtiyan”, Kashi Ke Mandir aur Murtiyan, Varanasi, p 97-
103. Maruti Nandan Tiwari, "Potentials of Varanasi for tourism-
An Overview ”, Dimensions of Tourism in Varanasi. National
Seminar Souvenir held at Banaras Hindu Umversxty Varanasi in
Dec. 7-9, 1998; p 34-37.

Sarnath in Varanasi is one of the sacred most places of the Bud-
dhists, where Buddha gave his first sermon and as a consequence
Sarnath developed as one of the most prolific Buddhist sites of
India, producing.two best creations of Indian art in the forms of
Ashokan Lion pillar Capital and Gupta period Buddha image in
dharmacakra pravartan-mudra (preaching posture)

We have refrained from using the word Hinduism in narrow
sense and instead we have used Vedic-Puranic.

Details of INlustrations

1.
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10.

11.

Ceiling of Rangamandapa of Vimala Vasahi, Mt. Abu
(Rajasthan), 12* century A.D.

Ajitanatha Temple, Taranga (Gujarat), 12* century.

Jaina Temple, Ranakpur (Rajasthan), 14" century A.D.

Jaina Temples on Shatrunjaya hill (Gujarat), 12*-20" cent. A.D.
Jaina Temples, Shravanbelgola (Karnataka), 10°-12" cent. A.D.
Par§vanatha Temple, Khajuraho (M.P.), 950-70 A.D
Mahavira, Varanasi (U.P.), Gupta period, in Bharat Kala
Bhavan, Varanasi.

Neminatha, Rajghat, Varanasi (U.P.), 7th century A.D in Bharat
Kala Bhavan, Varanasi.

Rsabhanatha, Varanasi, 983 A.D. Par§vanatha Digambara Jaina
Temple, Bhelupura,Varanasi.

General view of Par§vanatha Svetambara Jaina Temple,
Bhelupur, Varanasi , 2000 A.D.

Sarasvati, Parévanatha Svetambara Jaina Temple, Bhelupur,
Varanasi, 2000 A.D.
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Question (2)
Is peaceful co-existence possible through Jainism?

Question by: Sandeep Kumar Jain, Manager, CISCO,
USA.

Answer: Everybody wants happiness and peaceful co-
existence in his life. All the religions and faiths teach us to strive
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towards this ultimate goal of peaceful co-existence. Jainism en-
ables an individual and societies to achieve this ultimate goal by
prescribing them to believe and acquire the Right Vision, Right
Knowledge and Right Conduct. In order to acquire these three
objectives, Jainism proposes the following three principles to
practice:

1. Non-violence (Ahirhsa)

2. Abstinence from worldly possessions (Aparigraha)

3. Multiplicity of Views (Anekanta)

Non-violence is deeply rooted in the Jaina philosophy.
Jainism believes that all types of evils can be eliminated by
practicing non-violence. Violence is commonly believed to mean
bodily harm to someone: additionally, Jainism believes that hurting
someone's feelings or emotions either directly or indirectly, espe-
cially when done on purpose, are also violence. Non-violence is
for the brave people. Mahatma Gandhi fought against the British
rule to free India based on the sound principles of Non-violence.
All the 24 Jaina Tirthankaras were born in royal families and were
also great warriors; but they all realized that it is more courageous
to conquer oneself'than the outside world.

Itis extremely challenging to practice the purest form of Non-
violence in our daily lives. Violence can occur from one of the
following four kinds of activities:

a) Accidental violence is caused by living a life while doing
daily routine work.

b) Occupational violence is caused while doing business.

c) Protective violence is caused while protecting oneself
when attacked from others as a reaction.

d) Intentional violence is caused either by making a mental
determination or by thinking about hurting someone.

Jainism prescribes that a common person must avoid inten-
tional violence by taking extra measures, while the other forms of
violence must be avoided as for as possible. Jainism insists on



o R waEE : Qov

vegetarian food habits and strongly opposes non-vegetarian food
habits. It is an established fact that non-vegetarian food habits not
only promote violence but also are harmful to our mind, body and
spiritual soul. It has been medically shown that non-vegetarian
food habits are responsible for many types of diseases. Similarly,
drinking filtered water and eating before sunset are also medically
proved good life-style habits as they prevent many types of
harmful infections, indigestion, acidity and reflux problems.

The principle of Aparigrahais about practicing renunciation
of materialistic possessions, controlling anger, greed etc. For
example, a family person should only earn and possess just enough
to meet his ends and to lead a simple life, and the excess money
and other materialistic possessions should be donated to the people,
community and society in need. Aparigraha allows peaceful
prevention of undue accumulation of capital in the hands of
individuals. Consequently, such a practice can significantly help
the societies and nations reach socio-economic equalization.

The principle of Anekanta is about respectful acceptance of
multiple view-points and perspectives about any subject matter.
Firstly, the human beings have limited, and often, differing and
incomplete understanding and knowledge about a subject matter.
Secondly, the thoughts and the understanding about a subject
matter are presented, expressed and communicated with varying
view-points. Sometime, these varying view-points are conflicting
in nature and unacceptable by some other individuals. Jainism
strikes a perfect balance by unifying and harmonizing the indi-
vidual view-points into a predictable and acceptable whole based
upon the theory of Syadvada . In other words, the theory of
Syadvada is like a music orchestra that blends the individual
discordant notes of different instruments into a perfect composi-
tion. The theory of Syadvada teaches that there is no one indepen-
dent individual correct view-point; there are multiple correct view-
points and they all must be simultaneously true to facilitate
"intellectual tolerance".



R0¢ : #AW, I¥ &2, 3 3/ IeA-SF-30

As is obvious, the principles of Ahimsa, Anekanta and
Aparigraha are the right conduct, knowledge and vision. Jainism
further believes that we all should be friendly to others, show
compassion towards people in need and respect good people.
Therefore, by practising the principles of Jainism, one inherently
promotes and cultivates peaceful co-existence of individuals and
societies not only with other human beings but also with all other
living creatures, thereby also protecting our environment.

Question (3)

Anekantavada and Syadvada theories of Jainism
teaches us the acceptance of different points of view. How
can individuals practice this in everyday life to become
more tolerant?

Question by: Sanjay Kumar Jain, CISCO, USA

Answer: Individual can practice Anekantavada by follow-
ing means:
® Listen to others
® Attempt to understand other person's viewpoints and
not impose our own.
¢ Communicate your own viewpoints by educating others
or using alternate communication mechanisms in a
‘peaceful manner.
® Be flexible and adopting.
Question (4)
Jainism advocates total non-violence. How does one
defend one self or one's country in the face of violence by
others?

Answer: Jainism prescribes absolute total non-violence for
'"Munis'. It strongly recommends total non-violence to the common
man or woman like us; however it allows the common man or
woman to defend oneself or one's country only when attacked by
others.
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ISSJS-2010 Programme
successfully completed at Parshwanath Vidyapeeth
(8% June-3 July 2010)
A Report
A group of 44 foreigner students and scholars of ISSJS

(International Summer School for Jaina Studies) divided in three
groups (two Junior and one Senior) visited Parshwanath
Vidyapeeth for Jaina Studies programme. The First Group of 14
students arrived on June 8* morning. During their stay from 8"
June-11 June, 2010 they consulted Library and attended special
lectures organized by ISSJS-PV Global Centre on different aspects
of Jainism. The scholars who delivered their lectures for this group,
prominent among them were Prof. M. N. P. Tiwari, Dept. of
History of Art, Banaras Hindu University and Dr. Priyadarshana
Jain, Associate Professor, Dept. of Jainology, University of Ma-
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dras, Chennai. Prof. M.N.P. Tiwari delivered his lecture on Jaina
Art and Iconography while Dr. Priyadarshana Jain gave her talk
on ‘Jaina Agama Uttaradhyayana, Ratnakaranda-§ravakacara and
Sallekhana. Prof. Tiwari highlighted the main features of Jaina Art
and Iconography with help of more than two hundred visuals. Dr.
Priyadarshna beautifully elaborated the contents from the verses of
Uttaradhyayana and Ratnakaranda-Sravakacara with the help of
Power Point Presentation putting into a lot of parables and stories.

The group also visited Jaina Temples, Ghats and enjoyed the
Ganga Arti, sight-seeing and beautifu]l morning of Benaras. They
also participated in Jaina Puja organized at Naria Digambara Jaina
temple. On 11" June they left for New Delhi by Air. In first group
following students and scholars completed their study:

1.Ms. Prof. N. Vallely (Faculty member), Ontario, Canada,
2. Ms. Julie Anne Weaver, Kingston, Ontario, Canada, 3. Ms.
Balbir Helen Gorrie, 4. Ms. Nina Kuchuk, Ontario, Canada; 5. Ms.
Cameron Mary Helen, Montgomery, Ontario, Canada; 6. Ms.
Collete Genevieve St. Onge, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada; 7. Mr.
Bradly Michael Leo J. Boileau, Ottawa Ontario, Canada; 8. Ms.
Marie-Josef Blanchard, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, 9. Ms. Stephaine
Machabee, Wooler, Ontario, Canada,; 10. Mr. Guy Dondo,
Gatineau, Ontario, Canada; 11. Ms. Alison Rose Mackenzie,
Dandas, Ontario, Canada; 12. Mr. Andrew William Moores,
Ontario, Canada, 13. Mr. Jakson Charles Byers, Woodlawn,
Ontario, Canada.

The second Group of 16 students arrived PV on June 14*
morning. During their stay from 14" June-17 June, 2010 they
worked on their project allotted by ISSJS. They attended special
lectures delivered by Prof. M. N. P. Tiwari, Dept. of History of
Art, Banaras Hindu University on Jaina Art & Iconography and Dr.
Kamla Jain, Former Associate Professor, Dept. of Philesophy,
Jesus & Mary College, University of Delhi, on Anuvratas,
Pratikramana, Six Essential Duties’ and ‘Penance.’ Dr. Jain
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beautifully presented the Jaina accounts of Anuvrata, Pratikramana
and Ksamapana with its divisions and sub-divisions in deétail.

The group also visited Jaina Temples, Ghats, Ganga Arti at
Dashashwamedha Ghat and enjoyed the sight-seeing and beautiful
morning of Varanasi (Subahe-Benaras). They also participated in
Jaina Puja organized at Bhelupur Jaina temple. On 17" June they
left for New Delhi by Shivganga Express. In second group
following students and scholars completed their study at PV.

1. Olson, Stephanie Rose Smith, USA; 2. Ms. Lory Mataele
Mannering; 3. Abby Kualapai, Ulupii, Pacific Island; 4. H.
K. Patrick, Hawaii; 5. Meegan O Brien; 6. Brandie Miharu
Ichiki, USA; 7. Mr.Kavin Mcleod, USA; 8. Strickland Rose
Patricia; 9. Amanda Marie Spadafora; 10. Ms.Jocelyn Moya,
USA; 11. Shelly Mac Kinnon; 12. Ms. Natalie Mondschein,
Canada; 13. Ms. Erin Mac Donald, Canada; 14. Ms. Jin Qi
(Chinese), China; 15. Ms. Maya Haddad, USA.

The third 6W Group of 11 senior scholars arrived PV on June
23" morning. For this group the first lecture was delivered by Prof.
M. N. P. Tiwari on ‘Jaina Art & Iconography’ Prof. Tiwari in his
lecture highlighted the main features of Jaina Art an Iconography
with the aid of audiovisuals. Param Pujya Sadhvi Bhavyanandji
with her group also attended the lecture of Prof. Tiwari and
appreciated the contents of the lecture. The next two lectures were
delivered by Prof. N. H. Samtani, a renowned scholar of Buddhism
on ‘Meeting Points of Jainism and Buddhism’ and ‘Concept of
Soul and Liberation in Jainism and Buddhism.

In third group following scholars completed their study at PV.

1. Mr. Bartosek Josef, Cajkovskeno; 2. Miss. Kayla P. Keehu,
USA; 3. Mr. P. Christian Haskett; 4. Mr. Hillman Seen,
Ontario 5., Mr. Sean David Butler, USA; 6. Mrs.Ana
Belelacqua Brazelj, Slovenia; 7. Mr. Kragh , Kate, South
Korea; 8. Prof. Kragh Timme, Ulrich, South Korea; 9. Dr.
Nathan Bishop Robert Loewen ,Canada;10. Mr. Aukland,
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Knut, Norway; 11. Mr. Brianne Graham Donaldson, USA;

On 27" June 2010 a Press Conference was held at PV
regarding future Academic programmes. The Press conference was
addressed by Dr. Shugan C. Jain, Director ISSJS, Prof. S.L. Jain,
Director, Dr. S. P. Pandey, Asst. Director and Dr. Viney Jain. The
Media person met the foreigner students individually and knew
about their project undertaken and their experiences about their
visit to India for Jaina Studies. In the Press Conference leading
scholars were also called to share their views in elevating
Parshwanath Vidyapeeth academically as well as financially.
Noted among them were Prof. Rewa Prasad Dwivedi, Prof. R.C.
Panda, Prof. Kamalesh Dutta Tripathi, Prof. Kamalesh Jain and
Prof. Phool Chand Jain. They shared their views about developing
the Institute by running intensive courses on Prakrit and Jainology
along with some more innovative programmes.

From 28" June 2010 to 3 July 2010 the scholars of ISSIS
worked on their individual projects allotted by ISSJS itself. They
consulted Library of Parshwanath Vidyapeeth in order to complete
their projects. '

Proposed Seminar:

~ A Series of Seminars on Integrating Modern Science and
Spirituality for Social Wellness: A Challenge of 21st Century

Our biggest challenge in the 21st century is to integrate the
religious, spiritual and scientific knowledge into a generally
acceptable holistic world-view to form the basis for an ethical,
nonviolent and eco-friendly way of life for maximizing social and
personal well being.

To facilitate progress towards accomplishing this formidable
task,International School for Jain Studies in association with some
of the leading Indian universities/institutes is pleased to announce
three interdisciplinary seminars curn.discussion meetings, one each
at Delhi, Varanasi and Jaipur with the following objectives.
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Objectives:

® To critically review and evaluate various aspects of current
interactions between different disciplines of modern science and
spirituality in the context of social wellness.

e To develop an ethical system based on a holistic world-view
taking into account both the scientific and spiritual perspectives.
® To establish a Multidisciplinary Task Force to identify feasible
research areas/problems and formulate projects for focused and
coordinated research, with national and international collabora-
tions.

Venues & Dates for the Seminars (tentative and subject to
confirmation) '

Place University Dates

Delhi LSSVP/ DU  December 11- 12, 2010
Focal Theme: A. Consciousness and Knowledge
Varanasi PV-BHU January 22 -23 2011

Focal Theme: Bl. Jiva, Karma, Rebirth, Purusartha
and Spiritual Evolution.
B2. Scientific, Personal & Social Dimensions of
Spirituality.
Jaipur RU February 19 - 20, 2011
Focal Theme: C. Ethics based on an Integrated World-View
Coordinators of the Seminars:
Prof.. Veer Sagar Jain LBSSVP, New Delhi Coordinator, A

Prof. K. Murlidhar DU, Delhi Coordinator, A
Prof. S.L. Jain PV, Varanasi Coordinator, B1
Dr. S. P. Pandey PV, Varanasi Coordinator, B2
Prof. Kusum Jain RU, Jaipur Coordinator, C

Contact Persons for Detailed Information:
Convener: Prof. Viney Jain, Advisor ISJS,(+91-98181 86570)
Chairman Program Committee: Dr. Shugan C. Jain, Chairman
ISJS (4+91-98181 39000). Mail:
International School for Jain Studies
D-28 Panchsheel Enclave, New Delhi-110 017
E-mail: isjs_seminars@yahoo.in; vineykjain@yahoo.com;
svana@vsnl.com
Secretariat: Ms. Chanchal Jain
Phone #: +91-11-2649 1228; +91-9971803638.
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