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ADVERTISEMENT

Parashwanath Vidhyapeeth Varanasi (PV) invites scholars of Jain
philosophy, religion, non violence to join its ambitious expansion plans.

PV provides an excellent fully equipped campus adjacent to BHU and
opportunities to teach and work with foreign scholars and students in India
and abroad. PV is an approved external research organization of BHU.

PV is'a well known Jain education and research organization since
1937. PV is honoured to have leading scholars of Jainism with it since its
inception. It has now planned a major expansion plan to conduct research
and its applications in Jain doctrine, ethics, languages, meditation, rituals,
history, art and their application to resolve issues of society in 21* century.

PV has openings for the following academic staff:

Position Qualification Experience

Professor / Principal Research Fellow Ph.D. 10 + years

Associate Professors/ Senior Research Fellows Ph.D. 6+ years

Assistant Professors/ Research Fellows Ph.D. 1+ years

P.G. Research Fellows Ph.D. Fresh

Research Assistants M.A/Ph.D. 1 year for
M.A.

Other Requirements: The candidates should have demonstrable
experience of conducting research and pyblishing and/or teaching in reputed
universities or research institutes. Fluency in English and computer working
is desirable along with command of Hindi /Prakrit or Sanskrit. Candidates
who have superannuated /retired may also apply for suitable openings.
Candidates for Research Associates without a Ph.D. will have the option
to work for a Ph.D. also while serving PV.

Salary: Competitive salary along with living accommodation at the
campus shali be provided.

General: All positions are for posting at the campus of PV in
Varanasi: Initially all the positions shall be on contract basis for three years
and likely to b¢ made permanent on successful completion of the contract
period. Openings, especially for foreign scholars also exist for shorter
periods of 6 months to one year to work on specific projects earmarked by
PV.

Please send your applications by 30" March 2011.

The President PV
D-28, Panchsheel Enclave, New Delhi- 110017
or email to isjs_pv@yahoo.com
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REPRESENTATION OF NATURE IN

JAINA ART AND TRADITION
(with special reference to Khajuraho)

Dr. Shanti Swaroop Sinha

Jaina Art and Architecture depicts the close association of
Jaina Acaryas and. Tirtharikaras with nature. If we look at the
images of twenty-four Tirthankaras, all the images are found
necessarily imbibed with the figure of either any tree or any animal
based on the cognizance of that particular Tirtharikara. It shows
the concern of the great exponents of Jainism towards nature as
well as their close relationship with environment. The author of the
article has beautifully described this theme with the help of several
examples from Jaina Art and Architecture.

Since man appeared, there have been two kinds of things on
earth -objects of nature and objects of art. Objects of nature existed
even before Men came. Human art is in fact an utterance of man’s
understanding of Nature. The best gift of god to man is nature. The
cosmic phenomena of Nature are represented everywhere in human
art as an integrated expression and also in the backdrop. The -
present paper deals with “Representation of Nature in Jaina Art and
Tradition with special reference to Khajuraho”.

Jainism being the religion of deep faith in Ahimsa (non-
violence) and principle of life in the vegetation world had sustained
nature as the benevolent protector of humanity. The Jaina texts
frequently speak of the prohibitions towards making injury to world
of flora and fauna. To impart this massage of essentiality of flora
and fauna for the survival of the human life, the Jaina texts
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wonderfully visualized their main deities- the 24 Jinas or
Tirtharkaras in the midst of the nature. Each of the 24 Jinas has been
provided with an identifying cognizance (fig. 01), which in case of
15 Jinas are either some animals (including aquatic ones) or some
birds. In two examples of Padmaprabha and Naminatha they are red
or blue lotus. One very interesting point of respectful association of
flora and fauna with the Jinas is that contrary to the deities of
Brahmanical and Buddhist (except Buddha) cult they never ride
upon their mounts (animals or birds) simply because that act would
also amount to violence against them. Those are shown only as
identifying emblems on the pedestal. Further every Jina in course
of his Tapas (meditation) attains absolute knowledge (Kevala Jiiana)
invariably under some tree like ASoka, Sala, Pipala, Vata, Amraetc.
Thus the Jaina tradition has beautifully and intelligently underline
perennial importance of flora and fauna by way of showing them
inintimate association with all the 24 Jinas, highest in Jaina worship.
This association is also shown in tabular form.

FLORA & FAUNA ASSOCIATED WITH
TIRTHANKARAS AS THEIR COGNIZANCES AND

KEVALA TREE
Bl. No. | Tirthankara Cognizance Kevala Jiiana Tree

1. Rsabhanatha . Bull ASoka tree
(Jhonesia Ashoka)

2. | Ajitanatha - | Elephant Saptaparna tree
(Alstoma Scholaris)

3. Sambhavanatha Horse Sala tree (Shorea
Robusta)

4. Abhinandana 1 Monkey Piyaka or Piyila

tree (Sarala)

5. Sumatinatha Goose Priyangu tree
(Panicum Italicum)
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.
19.

.20.

21

Padmaprabha

Suparévanatha

Candraprabha
Puspadanta
Sitalanatha

Sreyamsanatha
Vasupiijya
Vimalanﬁthe_l
Anantaniatha
Dharmanatha
Santinatha

Kunthunatha
Aranatha

Mallinatha or

Mallisvami (as
female in
Svetambara
tradition)

Munisuvrata

Naminatha

Red Lotus
Svastika

Crescent
Crocodile

Srivatsa

Rhinoceros

Buffalo

Boar

Falcon

Thunderbolt

Tortoise

Goat
Nandyavarta

Water pot

Tortoise

Blue Lotus

Banyan tree

Sirisa tree (Acacia
Sirisa)

Naga tree (Punnaga)
Malura tree

Pippala tree (Ficus
Religiosa)

ASoka tree

- (Jhonesia Ashoka)

Pitala tree (Big
nonia Suaveolens)
Jambu tree (Eugenia
Jambolana)
ASsvattha tree (Ficus
Religiosa)
Dadhiparna tree
(Clitorea Ternatea)

. Nandi tree (Cedrela

Toona)
Tilaka tree
Mango tree

ASoka tree
(Jhonesia Ashoka)

Champa tree
(Michelia hampaka)

Bakula tree
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22.

23.

24,

Neminatha or
Aristanemi

Par§vanatha

Mabhavira

Conch

Snake

Lion

(Misnusops Elengi)
Vetasa tree (Reed
or Bamboo)

Dhatiki tree (Grislea

Tomentosa)

Sala tree (Shorea
Robusta)

The importance of flora and fauna is further extended when
we find that all the 24 Yaksas and Yaksis (S3sanadevatis)
associated with the Jinas are providcd with Vahanas (conveyances)
which are mainly some animals, birds or reptiles and flowers
(shown animal, bird wise in tabular form). Further the Yaksas like-
Gomedha, Brahma ; Yaksis like- Kalika, Aéokﬁ, Chanda, Vinita,
Ankus$a, Nirvani, Dharini, Vairotya, Padmavati and Mahavidyas
like Rohini, Vajra$rinkhala, Kalika, Gandhari, Manavi are shown
as carrying lotuses in one of their hands.

ASSOCIATION OF NATURE WITH SASANADEVATAS
& MAHAVIDYAS

Animal,
Bird and Yaksa Yaksi Mahavidya
Aquatics
Vahanas
Bull Gomukha (face),
Iévara, Yaksendra,
Varuna, Bhrkuti Santa, Sutard  [eeeen.....
Cow | s Rohini Rohini
Elephant Gomukha Mahakali, Santa, | Vajrasmikhala,
(mount), Santa, Vajrankusa
Mahayaksa, Siddhayika
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Horse

Lion

Buffalo

Snake

Boar

Deer
Monkey
Tiger

Peacock /

cock

Eagle

Matanga, Garuda,
Kubera,

Kusuma

Matanga,
Gandharva,
Kubera

Timukha,

Yaksendra

Garuda

Kusuma

Trimukha,
Kusuma
Kumara

Sanmukha

Tumbari,

Acyuta,
Chanda
Mabhakali,
Manavi,
Dharini,
Naradatta,
Ambika,
Siddhayika
Duritari,
Bhrikuti,
Nirvani,
Bala,
Padmavati

ASoka,
Vinita,
Naradatta
Bhrikuti,

ASoka,

|Bala

Manavi
Gandhari
Kandarpa
Duritari,
Bhrikuti,
Nirvani,
Bala,
Padmavati

Cakreévari,

Prajapati,

Acyuta

Vairoti,

Mahamanasi

Naradatta,

Jvalamalini

Vairoti

Jvalamalini

Kalika

.............

Apraticakra
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Kumara Nirvani
Swan l Yakse§vara, Kalika, Manasi,
Vijaya, Bhrikuti, Mahamanasi
Gandharva Anku$a,
Gandhari
Pigeon Vijaya | e e
Fish Kinnara Kandarpa @~ | ..o
Tortoise Ajita, Sutara Gandhari
Dharanendra
Crocodile Patala, Kinnara Canda, Gandhari| ..........

Another point of interest in Jaina context is the
Samavasarana, (big congregation hall built by Indra) having three
fortification walls, at the top of which sits every Jina after attaining
omniscience to deliver first sermon. What.is specially important
in this context, as mentioned in Jaina texts like- Adipurana of
Jinasena (early 9" century), Harivams$a Purapa of Jinasena (783
AD), TriSasti$alakapurusacaritra of Hemacandra (12" century), is
that for listening to the maiden preachings of the Jinas, the animals
with inherent enmity also became friendly and came together and
sat face to face. Accordingly we find in sculptural examples of
Samavasarana from Kumbhariya, Delvada, Ranakpur and other
places that such snake-peacock, elephant-tiger, .tiger-deer like
animals are shown sitting face to face. Thus tradition of
Samavasarana also presents not only world of animals alongwith
human world but also show the impact of the preaching’s of the
non-violence of Jinas on animals.

Another dimension of the representation of nature in Jaina
tradition and art is Auspicious Dreams (Marigalika Svapna), which
are 14 according to Svetambara texts and 16 according to
Digambara texts. These auspicious dreams (fig. 02) were seen by
respective mothers of 24 Jinas before their births. The attached
table of auspicious dreams distinctly show that the list has three
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four- legged powerful animals namely Bull (symbol of Dharma or
religion, agriculture, procreation, strength and power), Elephant
(symbol of majesty, dignity, strength and prosperity and hold
unique distinction in the Indian religion, mythology and art) and
Lion (king of animals, suggestive of strength, and royalty).
Besides, Puspahara (flower garland) and four main primeval
elements of Nature- Sun, Moon, Fire and Water are also mentioned
in the list of auspicious dreams. The mention of Nagendra Bhavana
reminds of snake worship, which is also associated with seventh
Jina Suparévanatha and 23" Jina Par§vanatha . The representation
of auspicious dreams in the miniature paintings of Kalpasiitra and
sculptural renderings from Kumbhariya, Ranakpur, Khajuraho (fig.
03) temples mainly on their doorway above lintel are worthy of
mention.

Now we shall make a brief study of the representation of the
nature in Jaina Art of Khajuraho. Khajuraho (Chatarpur, MP) being
a very prolific temple site of Chandella period, has yielded more
than 25 surviving temples. The discussion concerns only Jaina
temples. Presently there are four surviving Jaina temples at
Khajuraho namely Par§vanatha temple (actually dedicated to Jina
Adinatha, ¢.950 - 70 A.D.), Ghantai (dedicated to Adinatha)
temple, ¢. 950 A.D. (now broken and only its porch is surviving),
Santinatha temple (A.D. 1028) and Adinatha temple (11" century
A.D.). Besides a number of other Jaina temples were also built,
the fragmentary remains of which are found mainly in the forms
of door-way, wall portion and images sometimes reused in modern
construction of Jaina temples. The remains are found in the three
local museums of Khajuraho also.

Par§vanatha Jaina temple of Khajuraho (fig. 04) is the best
preserved and indeed one of the finest temples of Khajuraho. The
~harmonious integration of sculpture and architecture infuse life in
inanimate stone and the temple becomes melody in stone. The
‘Par§vanatha Jaina temple was constructed by Pahila who was
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“honoured by the king Dhanga”, the son and successor of
Yas$ovarmana. The inscription in the Par§vanatha temple bear the
date, in Vikrama year 1011 (A.D. 954). The mention about
donation of seven Vatikas (gardens) in the names of Pahil, Dhanga,
Chandra, Laghechandra, Sarikara, Paficayatana and Amra in the
inscription is significant. Apparently the gardens could be the
source of maintenance of big temple like ParSvanatha. The
projections and recesses of farade (fig. 06) of outer and inner
circumambulation carry three elegant bands of sculptures, which
show figures of Jinas, Ambika Yaksi, Bahubali (fig.07),
Astadikpalas, Brahmanical deities (Siva, Vispu, Brahma,
Kamadeva) and Sura-sundaris (nymphs). Barring the figures of
Jinas with cognizances and the Yaksis like Cakre$vari and Ambika
with Vahanas (mount), the door-jambs (fig. 05) also show the floral
decorations. The figures of two main river goddesses Ganga and
Yamuna with their Vahanas- Makara (crocodile) and Kirma
(tortoise) represent Jala-Devis and thus primeval element of Nature
-water.

The other temple- Ghantai, dedicated apparently to first Jina
Rsabhanatha, survive only with its porch having floral and other
decorations. This temple of 10™ century alongwith 11" century
Adinatha temple are important from the standpoint of the render-
ings of 16 auspicious dreams which consist of Bull, Elephant, Lion
like animal and lotus and elements of nature - Water (ponds -
sarovara, ocean), Sun and Moon. Adinatha temple is also important
for the beautiful damsel figures shown in close association with
nature- tree. The figures of Mahavidyas and Yaksis like
Cakreévari, Padmavati, Ambika are shown with the mounts, which
are either four-legged animals or some birds.

The Jaina temples are identical in architectural schema with
the Brahmanical temples of Khajuraho, which invariably show the
ghata, flowers, creepers and animals in the intervening space of the
figures all along the temples and also on their basement. The
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Par§vanatha temple is specially rich so far as the figures of Vyalas
(leogryphs) are concerned. Although Vyalas are mythical animal
but they look like a powerful lion to suggest the royal power of
the rulers. These Vyalas mostly having the face of a lion (gro-
tesque) sometimes have the faces of an elephant or a parrot or a
horse and also of human being. Under the feet of the roaring Vyalas
figures of warriors are shown, who hold sword and rides a horse.
They are in the attitude of fighting the Vyalas. These representa-
tions are forceful.

Of the 24 Jinas, 13 are represented at Khajuraho, the most
important being Rsabhanatha, Par§vanatha and Mahavira. They are
invariably shown respectively with bull, snake (as seven hooded
snake canopy) and lion. While the Jinas are shown with lafichana,
a good number of Brahmanical deities on Khajuraho Jaina temple
make an important point of study in respect of harmony revealed
through Jaina temples at Khajuraho. The deity like Kamadeva is
shown with Padchasara (five arrows made of flowers) and
Iksudhanu (bow of sugarcane). The figures of Yaksis like
Cakre$vari on the doorways and outer wall or adhisthana of Jaina
temples, shown with garuda (eagle) vahana and Ambika with
amralumbi (bunch of mangoes) in hands and shade of mango tree
above the head alongwith lion mount are also noteworthy. Another
popular Yaksi Padmavati, is the snake goddess, holding snakes in
hands and having snake canopy.

Khajuraho sculptures as pointed out by my teacher Prof.
Maruti Nandan Tiwari, reveal that the artists / patrons had special
fascination for lotus flower which has been shown in the hands of
all the deities irrespective of the fact whether or not lotus was to
be shown with them. The variety of the lotus rendering is also
tremendous.

Another interesting representation is to be seen in the forms
of the Apasaras or beautiful damsel figures, which look to be the
combination of heavenly and earthly beauty. The tree foliage is
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invariably associated with them as an umbrella or canopy. Some-
times the appearance of monkey or scorpion somewhere on their
legs or thigh has deep suggestion of the pangs of love and exposure
of beauty through fear. Apparently the use of the flora and fauna
in the figures of damsels also gives meaning in expressing the
feminine beauty.

Thus the Jaina temples of Khajuraho are the examples

whereon the beauty, spirituality and devotion are created by putting
the divine and human figures in close association with the nature.
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JAINA ETHICS AND ITS REFLETIONS
ON SOCIETY

Prof. (Smt.) Rekha Chawwcdi

Being an ascetic religion Jainism has been blamed by some
of the scholars that it is not for society. But this is not true. Though
it belongs to Nivrttimargi tradition and talks of renunciation but
it is very much for the society. Being reconciliatory in its attitude,
Jania Ethics gives us a bundle of commandments by applying
which one can make one's life as well as society healthy and
virtuos. It does not talk of renunciation of world but it talks of
renunciation of attachment and aversion and supra moral plan of
life in the society. The author has recorded here some of the
reflections of Jainism on Society.

Wealth, health, beautiful persons, good food, clothing and
houses are some of the objects, which an average man generally
likes to have. On the contrary poverty, ill health, ugly faces,
starvation and ill-feeding are the objects which a person tries to
escape from. The desired object causes happiness and undesired
causes misery. Pleasure and pain are the two sides of a coin.

According to Jaina Ethics, our worldly possessions do not
make us necessarily and fully happy.' Nor are poor people always
unhappy. Happiness mainly depends on our mental attitude.? The
state of mental poise and calmness which springs forth form self-
control and integrity of personality can not be bought for money.
There is a happiness, which reveals from within and that is called
‘bliss’ or ‘beatitude’. The aim of worldly happiness is called
‘Preyas’ and the end of spiritual bliss is called ¢ Sreyas’ respec-
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tively.

The main concern of Jaina Ethics is ‘Sreyas’ and not
‘Preyas’. It aims at spiritual upliftment of the individual rather than
his worldly success. It prescribes a supra-moral plan of life.* Where
one transcends both good and bad. Here Jaina point of view is
nearer to Bhagvadgita’s transcendental state of mind
(Sthitiprajfiata). Any extrovert activity, whether vicious or virtuous
is a deviation from the path of liberation.

Acarya Kundakunda says that vice and virtue are shackles of
iron and gold both of which bind us to the physical world®. The
ideal of Jaina Ethics 1is the state of self-absorption with inner
awakening. The supra Ethical plane of life can be realised only by
persons with higher spiritual attainments who have dived deep into
the realm of life.

Every body should aspire for this ideal but with consideration
to one’s limitations. In the initial stage the aspirant is required to
be vigilant so that he may not go astray. Pujyapada says that
virtuous life is definitely to be preferred to licentiousness. It is
better to wait if we have to wait at all in the cool shade rather than
in the hot sun’.

* In'the Vedic period, the Rsis seem to be anxious for long life,
progeny, wealth and fame. In the Upanisadic age the pressure of
the problem of misery was acutely felt.

Narada who had mastered all branches of knowledge includ-
ing Vedas could not find the way to get rid of misery. As referred
in Chagdogyopanisad he approached Sanat Kuméra in all humble-
ness and told him that though he had heard that a man with self
realisation crossed miseries, he himself was not capable of over-
coming them ‘O’ Lord, I am ‘in grief’ lead me to the shore that
lies beyond grief.” ¢

The credit of dealing with misery goes to Lord Buddha. He
systematically eXpourid'ed an elaborate ethical system for removal
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of sorrow. The universality of misery according to him was birth,
old age, decay, sickness, death, sorrow, grief, woe, lamentation and
despair and not to get desired. Buddha perceived the existence of
misery but he prescribed a way of redemption from it. He suggested
four noble truths that:’ :
i) Misery exists (Hég:a@m) ‘

ii) It has a casual chain (3:TEIT )

iii) It can be stopped (§: @ﬁ'ﬁﬂ) and

iv) There is way to get rid of it. (3: -@fgmtat SIﬁWEI)

There is a view that there are tangible means of getting r1d
of misery e.g. diseases can be cured by medicines and therefore
one need not worry about ethics. But from another pomt of view
there are objections to it.

i) Firstly, it is not sure that a particular misefy can be'vcurc‘d
by a tangible means without fail. |

ii) Secondly, a medicine may or may not éurc the disease.
iii) Thirdly, the relief is only temporary. ’

Therefore, one can not depend on tangible means®. The root
cause of the miseries has to be fourid and a check imposed so as
to uproot miseries permanently and unfailingly. The necessity of
a moral discipline is a must. :

In the Jaina view Acarya Silanka gives his commentary in
the beginning of Acarariga-sitra ‘all creatures, over come by
attachment, aversion and delusion tormented by various exces-
sively bitter, physical and mental miseries should try to know that
is good and what is bad for the removal of misery, °

Uttaradhyayana says that all worldly plcasurc is suffering in
the ultimate analysis.

“All singing is but prattle all dancmg is but mocklng, aLl
ornaments are but a burden, all pleasure produce but pain.'® Jaina
thinkers gave a formula that, Asrava (inflow of karmic matter
causing misery) is the cause of birth and rebirth while Samvara
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(stoppage of that inflow) is' the cause of liberation. The soul
engulfed in the mud of karmic matter from times immemorial, after
‘getting rid of it, shines forth in its intrinsic purity of infinite
‘knowledge, intuition, bliss and potency.

The foundation principle of ethics is ‘As you sow, so shall
you reap, but Jaina relates it with a Psychological attitude of habit
and says, ‘we sow a character and reap our fate’. Human efforts
and freedom of will have their own part to play in altering,
amending, aggravating or affecting our past deeds and determining
our future.!!

The virtues lead to hapbiness and are to be preferred to vices,
but the ultimate aim of morality is a state beyond vice and virtue.
Such perfection is a far cry for an 6rdinary man as he has normal
duties to discharge. For his help a code of conduct is prescribed
and the code is only a path not the end. For perfection a considered
balance is required between practical code of conduct and a supra
moral plane of life.

"The meritorious action leads to wealth, wealth to pride, pride
to infatuation and infatuation to sin; but from practical point of
view good actions have to be preferred to bad action for the
following reason.

i) For a common man happiness is naturally preferable to
. misery'?.
i) Good activities result in negation of passions.'>

iii) Good acts promote the interest of society are preferable to
bad ones which are cause its disintegration.

Jaina acaryas ask their adherents to follow those general
customs of the society, which are not contrary to spiritual teach-
ings.!*

Jainism is reconciliatory in its attitude!®. Right faith, right
knowledge and right conduct are the compact exclusive formula
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for liberation.'®

On the other hand, some systems of Indian philosophy like
Samkhya and Vedanta hold knowledge (tattvajiana) to be the
means of liberation. Mimarhsa holds karman (right action) to be
superior to any thing. Bhakti-cult holds devotion and faith to be
the only way. Jainism shares its attitude with other systems of
Indian philosophy.

Right faith is an outcome of right attitude. It has a dynamic
quality. Jainism does not accept the supremacy of a particular
person like other world religions.

Jainism approves the direct comprehension of truth as a
landmark in the life of an aspirant. Right conduct and Right
knowledge is impotent without Right faith. The union of the three
brings real bliss to the soul. Jaina right believer is a Niskama-
karmayogi of Bhagvadgita.

Jainism places ethics above metaphysics. Knowledge ac-
quired through direct spiritual experience leads to liberation.

Reflections and influence of Jaina ethics on society

The Vedic people were more inclined towards worldly
engagements than spiritual attainments in the first phase. They
glorified the institutions of war as means of destroying enemies
‘vaidiki himsa himsa na bhavati’ was a slogan and at the time of
Mahavira, animals were killed mercilessly in sacrifices but
Manusmrti praises avoidance of meat eating under Sramnic influ-
ence. Mahabharata declared rion-violence as supreme duty'”. Thus,
the central principal of Jainism becomes important principle of
Hinduism.

It is a real truth in the saying that life lives on life.'® Still
justice demands that we should not inflict misery on others-to
inflict on us. This golden rule is adopted in the Bible also.

The five vows, the three-fold path of self-discipline and the
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five-fold path of vigilance are the constituents of practical conduct.
The five vows are:

Truth (Satya)

Non-violence (Ahimsa)

Non-sfealing (Asteya)

Non-possession (Aparigraha)

R SR S

Celibacy (Brahmacarya)
The first four vows were prescribed by Par§vanatha and were
called caturyama. Mahavira strictly emphasised it and divided the
last into tow and added celibacy as fifth.

Buddha prescribed first four and included the vow of absti-
nence from intoxicants as the fifth vow and called it Pasicasila.

Chandogyopanisad described the five qualities of a Goodman
and they are :

1. Penance (Tapas)
2. Liberality (Dana)
3. Simple dealing (Arjavam)
4. Non-violence (Ahimsa)
5. Truthfulness (Satya-vacana)
The Jaina view of non-possession is more comprehensive

than abstinence. The first four vows were unanimously accepted
by Brahmanism, Buddhism and Jainism.

The fifth vow was modified by each religion according to its
own requirement and suitability. In the original vow of liberality
was replaced by the ascetic vow of non-possession.

Originally the life of a householder in the Brahmanism was
guided by such social virtues as sacrifice, study and liberality rather
than by ascetic virtues. In the influence of Jainism Brahmanical
tradition changed when Patafjali replaced liberality by non-
possession.
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The Brahmanical tradition originally did not favour the idea
of renouncing the word in the prime of youth. It was only after
the duties of worldly life were fulfilled that a person could adopt
monk-hood to lead a retired life in the forest.

The Sramana tradition influenced the Brahmana tradition in
this respect also.

The old division of asramas continued, but the new idea of
renouncing the world, the very day one attains detachment was also
introduced.

Jaina ethics is primarily ascetic. The .§r§yakécéra includes
Brahmacarya, Vanaprastha, and Samnyasasrama of Hinduism in it.
In Jainism the life of a householder is meant to be a short-stay for

enduring the hardships of the life of a monk.

Some salient features of Jaina view on life
1. Jaina view is neither based on oneness of life as in Vedanta,
nor on momentary nature of self as in Buddhism. It is based
on equalities of life. All souls are equal. That is why non-
violence in Jainism takes into account not only the human
beings or animals or insects but even plant-life or one sensed
elemental life. ‘ '

2. The social life as anticipated by Jaina ethics does not make
any distinction on the basis of caste, creed or colour but the
Jaina society adopted caste system from Hinduism and
observe it as strictly as the latter. If a foreigner comes to
India, he can not distinguish between the two religious and
two communities.

3. Jaina ethics is based on fundamental doctrine of non-
absolutism (anekantavada). This has saved Jaina Ethics from
being one sided. Jaina Ethics always takes into account all
the different views and tries to reconcile them e.g. various
factors of time, nature, fate, accident and matter find their
proper place in Jaina view of life.
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4. The approach of Jainism towards opponent school of thought
is constructive and not destructive. Non absolutist view led
to the balanced view between such opposite conceptions as
they of practical morality and transcendental morality, be-
tween fate and human efforts, between efficacy of substantial
cause and instrumental cause. In fact, non-absolutism influ-
enced the Indian society at every step. It gave the concept
of social harmony among different view customs and styles
of living. '

- Jainism never confronted with any other faith and never came
in hit list of any. ‘

. Besides this Jainism followed a principle that it would not
oppose any established practice of society in an absolute way!'®.

This principle gave a long life to Jainism in India while
Buddhism disappeared from its birthplace.

5. Jaina ethics never confused the science of spirituality
(Moksa-$astra) with science of social righteousness
(Dharma-Sastra). It has thus been able to distinguish the
essential nature of dharma from its non-essential beliefs,
which change from time to time and place to place.

6. The cats of public welfare can be dealt with separately in
books of social sciences; but they should not be confused
with the essential aim of emancipation. Here Jaina thinkers
alike Hindu thinkers spoke of social duties towards city,
nation and family.

In the first instance Jaina and Buddhist monks wandered for
preaching throughout the year but when they found that their
‘wandering destroyed grains in the rainy season they stopped at a
place for the four rainy months and studied their scriptures and
preached the householders like Brahmana tradition.

7. In the someway Jaina monastic order was open for all
without any distinction of caste and creed but later on the
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entrance was based on pure merit. Consequently, Brahmins
uphold due to their calibre and ‘thus casteism entered
indirectly in the Jaina social order.

8. The Jaina formulated their monastic rules in accordance with
state legislature and social norms e.g. a child, an offender,
a debtor, a slave and a diseased were restrained form the
entrance. In other words the entrance of monastery needed
‘no objection’ certificate form society and the state.

9. Jaina Ethics is not merely a system but it is a religion to be
lived in practice. Jaina householder and monks practise the
rules of conduct in their lives. Thus it is a living system of
ethics.

10. Equal emphasis on faith, knowledge and conduct saves Jaina
Ethics from being either a mere speculation of philosophy
or merely religion of rituals.
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NO PLY, NO BOARD, NO WOOD

i ®
ONLY NUWUD
INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED

Nuwud MDF is fast replacing ply, board and
wood in offices, homes & industry, As cellings

PESIGN FLEXIBILITY

flooring furniture, mouldings, panelling, doors,
windows... and almost infinite variety of

VALUE FOR MONEY

woodwork. So, if you have woodwork in

mind, just think NUWUD MDF

Registered Head Office :
20/6, Mathura Road,

ek {1
Faridabad-121008, 3‘“:,.4-‘»«‘
HARYANA. £ 12008 pos -
Tel: +91 129 230400~6, ([
Fax: +91 129 5061037. ‘]
Marketing Offices

Ahmedabad : 502, Anand Mangal, Complex-1,Behind Omkar House, Near Swastika Charrasta, C.G
Road, Ahmedabad-380009. Tel: 079-30958929, 31028976, Fax: 079-26466585. Banglore : D 1/4,
Hayes Court, 11/9 Hayes Road, Richmond Town, Banglore. Tel: 080-30958040, 22279219, Fax. 080-
22279219. Delhi/lUP : E-46/12, Okhala Industrial Area, Phase |, New Delhi-110020. Tel. 014-
26385737, 26383234, 26384656, Fax : 011-41611846. Chennai : Tyagraj Complex, No. 583, (New No
250), 4A. 4" Floor, Poonamalee High Road, Kilpauk, Chennai-600010.Tel. 044-30970880, Fax: 044-
25323731. Hyderabad : A-3, View Towers, 6-2-1, Lakadi Ka Pul, Hyderabad-560904. Tel: 040-
30935561, 23307604, 23314794, Kerala : 33/1560-G, Chakkaraparampu Road, Vennala (P.O.),
Engakulamm, Kochi-682028 Tel: 0484-3969454, 3969452, Jalandhar : 29, G T. Road, Kalra Building,
Jalandhar-144001. Tel: 09316039144, 09347203593. Jaipur : 42, Dhuleshwar Garden, 1" floor, Near
Ajmer Road, Jaipur-302001. Tel: 014 1-3028940, 270557, Fax: 0141-2214727. Mumbai : Shive Centre
Office No. 214, 2™ Floor, Plot No. 72, Sec-17, Vashi Navi, Mumbai-400705. Tel: 022-39436667,
25002250, Fax: 022-25002250. Pune : 209, 2™ floor, Ashoka Mall, Opp. Hotel Sun N Sand,
Bundgarden Road, Pune-411001. Tel: 020-39505076, 6121353, Fax: 020-26121353
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