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Parshwanath Vidyapeeth : At a Glance

Formed Shri Sohanlal Jain Dharma Pracharak Samiti, Amritsar.
Established as an Institute of Indology in general and Jainology
in particular in the memory of Punjab Keshari Sthanakwasi
Jainacharya Pujya Sohanlal Ji Maharaj. '

Formerly known as P.V. Research Institute, after few changes
in its name finally named as Parshwanath Vidyapeeth.
Established Shatawadhani Ratanchand Library.

Established Jagannath Jain Hostel.

-Started Research activities.

Introduced Sramana, a Bi-lingual monthly Research Journal of

Jainology.

Registered Parshwanath Vidyapeeth under Society Registration

Act 1860.

The main building inaugurated.

Recognized as an External Research Center by BHU.

Parshwanath Vidyapeeth celebrated its Golden Jubilee.

Established Rukmini Devi Deep Chand Gardi Jain Vidya Uchcha

Adhyayan Kendra

Monthly Journal Sramana made Bilingual Quarterly Research

Journal.

According to UGC recommendation PG course in four subjects

conducted (1996-1997)

(i) Undertook a Project on Encyclopedia of Jaina Studies

(ii) Established Parshwanath Vidyapeeth Museum with
donation from Shri Satyendra Mohan Jain.

Parshwanath Vidyapeeth celebrated its Diamond Jubilee.

Prof. Cromwell Crawford visited the Institute to explore the

* possibility of running ISSJS courses.

(i) Started at the campus Summer School by ISSJS.

(ii) Established Global Centre for Ahirhsa and Indological
Research (A joint venture of ISJS & PV)

(iii) Formed a committee for the financial support of PV
nam ed Akhil Bhartiya Shravak Samiti with the
blessings of Rev. Acharya Dr. Shivmuniji Maharaj.

(iv) Formed New Management Committee headed by
Dr. Shugan C. Jain.

Started Lala Harjas Rai Jain Lecture Series.



2011 (i) Published and Released Encyclopaedia of Jaina
Studies Vol. I (Art & Architecture).
(ii) Established a new branch of Parshwanath Vidyapeeth at
Ramavihar, New Delhi.
(iii) Sramana made online on our Website.
(www.parshwanathvidyapeeth.org)
(iv) Upgradation of Parshwanath Vidyapeeth Website
2012  Proposed Celebration of Platinum Jubilee of P.V.
Founder : Shri Lala Ratnachand Harjasrai Jain
Patrons : Shri Sohan Lalji Duggar, Shri Deepchand Gardi,
Shri Neminath Jain, Shri Prakash Chand Jain.
Source of Inspiration: Pt. Sukhlal Sanghvi, Pt. Bechardas Doshi,
Padmabhusan Pt. Dalsukh Malvania and Prof. Sagarmal Jain.
Chairman: Shri Ramesh Chand Barar (2010---)
Presidents : Shri Tribhuvan Nath Jain (1935-70), Shri Jangi Lal Jain
(1971-76), Shri Shadilal Jain (1977-81), Shri Aridaman Jain (1982-86),
Shri Deep Chand Gardi (1987-89), Shri Vijay Kr. Jain (1989-91), Shri
Neminath Jain (1991-93, 95-96), Shri Sumati Prakash Jain (1993-99),
Shri Nrip Raj Jain (1996-2001), Shri Suresh Dada Jain (2002), Shri Hira
Lal Jain (2002-07), Shri Bhupendra Nath Jain (2007-09), Shri Ramesh
Chand Barar (2009), Dr. Shugan C. Jain (2010---).
Secretaries : Lala Shri Harajas Rai Jain (1935-74), Shri B. N. Jain (1975-
2000), Dr. Sagarmal Jain (2001-09), Shri I. B. Barar (2009--).
Jt. Secretaries : Shri Indrabhooti Barar (1995-2009), Shri Mohanlal
Khariwal (2000), Shri Ram Kumar Jain (2002-09), Shri Ram Sharan
Gupta (2009---). ‘
Co-ordinators : Shri Shantibhai V. Shah (1944-49), Muni Krishnachandra
(1949-64), Shri Ratan Chand Jain.
Directors : Prof. Mohan Lal Mehta (1964-77), Prof. Sagarmal Jain (1979-
97), Prof. Bhag Chand Jain (1999-2000), Prof. Maheshwari Prasad (2002-
06), Prof. Sudarshan Lal Jain (2010 ---).
Ph. D. awarded (63 ) : Dr. Nathmal Tatia, Dr. Indrachandra Shastri,
Dr. Gulabchand Chaudhari, Dr. Mohanlal Mehta, Dr. Gokul Chand Jain,
Dr. Komal Chand Jain, Dr. Sudarshan Lal Jain, Dr. B. N.Sinha etc.
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AT faaq # -a< : Tah gaien

o FIYA T T

W T § WH AT 9 agr T fagr=al 7 AT & @Eq
& fawg 7 T ud gEiaeTe e @ e &1 39 AW &
arey @ a8 us & war & & e &1 fAewar, s,
FUETAT, STqEA], IT-GIRATITAT, GETaT AT FT THAT HAHT -
g @ 1T s wewar & i 1 SHETa-gE I Hig 4t
g¥fT Sra A &1 giF T & qHar! AT Gy § @ FeAr dav
& arey ¢ aar yRiv-gf=ane @ firv &1 - EReE

TRATT T § SeH-ded (A axd) & TR H 9gd TR |
fia=T g3 &1 e I/ i @ a1 o1V, U € A1 3T, ey
g @1 =w @ R-uRE, e @ A i, § SEeR 31O
@A & A1 ST U ? TG Tl oht T ot gni A e
TR A fierar 8—
¢. IATERET aTatd T
R, 354, T AN Q Yo 7 H 99H WHR 6 FA ard 9@
T &1 A @ T g, S, O, 9 $9 faaaed § M T,
W, ghea 4 i B¢ 9o 909 o T8 81 TR & I B W
I I Bt & 3R I AF B W g & 9 81 K A g
% 39 § soufe erpufadl oi yr § aw AU v 9 sFsar
Tl Syfal Fedti 81 ST 98 TN JegTorEr, st
FEl 8% 9 g9 & YOI JEWd €, ST 39 Aeee <X @
Fe1 T &1 SHH A A AiwEa’ (i ¥ 3 a1 ) @ a’
S A FH arell, S-S H Fd A aren 8 o =@l
(Tre+aTR) SRAE 1 A B A WA F T8 e, e, $aT i
faarg 8 #Xa1 81 39 U 9 S §

‘Frassiiaq g@ Sitad, mmqaﬁraﬁl

goigae @@ A g
mﬁ%m(waﬁﬁr)%ﬁémﬁmaﬁmm%‘w



R : uT, A €3, 3 3 / JS-FAAER - 082
¥ ®Y W @ o a1 anfawie & @ o TR & F WA W A
1 off 3T B ST ] TS ik 3H-UF % Fad § IR A
Y S 1 TS Sl & S 3T F FEUT 7 A T el
& B B 21 - S, =Taw o ¥ Arewar T @ fR R 5w s
afew SRR ST & @ S Aiewhar dar @ ST @ SH TR -
e % WREHOT § o w1 snfdta & S 8t
. IATHAR dig gy
T IR MW g5 &1 SN wE H TY-A | -
| ST HROT oI 3T 1 e AeaTE (FETas, J=iare)
& STSIGAT IR FET AT JoI-Thl (AW, ®9, a5, fgH
3R TER) F GuEEE 2 R T @ f qua-a i e
S T & W] 98 el 391 T W & 9 S @ fer g,
3 7@ A Frafor f SR w0 & W FEln 89 W 7 9@ o g,
7 3@, 390 AU B A TG F TN ToESHH AT
WU F I @ I 2 A fafe amies erwal of weRel @
WFER FF FF ST R A8 A Fih Ve AE Fgfdi 1 ST
g 1 fve-uE &1 78 <X OR wnErEl ¥ favs 3— i (SRnd
g, T (Arend SrREa), AR (e stk et
()| TR & Y it TeeE e el s #
T @ A T SR SRR S QA S Y gl HEey
R &1 T A e O 8, U e dhae addH el
% o faurg &1 39 A 98 SUA SR B o -, @,
Wi, -, e, A o § e a8 e e
27 A 3N T oI F GEG Fed &1 & & i ad @ 7
oY T Ae, Y ok TR S awl @ o TR R R
| g0 Foeg ST 7 AR -9 SR e §:@-Ff ek
ey 9 ST F 81 TR e @ % i ey e 7 A W -
A, Faa-aif, SFd-aH-9, GER § 76 & 9 o A SyRe
B &
3. - aviftE
= <g ¥ TadE § AEEER el daw it dufie aEe &
yorer & weff Fumel 3 9 R, W, 3feg onfe ¥ f sem &



IRAT o= § STcH-Td : e HHie : 3
WA Gl S WHR F &l TR ST S GEE agn 3f=a
STaT & w9 § wHR fFA 81 37 AR FHITE At e o7
(IF, g9, 5T, T30, 39, T, w4, ot ot §EhR) oo &
3MerT H GHa WY 9 T 3| JIG ST S W9E 8, s
ST ST I e Gl & a9 3TH G O H TG B S 2l
TH & 319 H e 51 B S 81 SHAT AN 36 @ A qRE A
I Frerae & ST H FHER ST STE T o 8% |
Y ¥ AT JIe, XW1, Sih 3wl ot 81 9% f 2, =
2,97 2 oit ffeha «ff &1 <o 89 W ot IH-FaE & srwa
T T T A SUEY 7 o FEaT I HT 81 7 TS IRR
¥ fir 2, fBFAEr @9 @ 9 qr 370 8°1 3T: ST AT Bt it
TR H € FH-gEIE H ST FHAT ], TER T e AavRi §
I @ 3 &1 FH S H S 95 81 hadl 8T & I fre
¢, 98 §dy ¢, A9 €, gl @ it gdvihAr, st %1 39
H G o $ STe A 81 ‘eTeTe’ wfd At o Sfarem
St # 21 Shrarear 9 @ it $aR T qoh| qohraee # JH-gaES
39T B T ¥ 9 ITHIUTTA, & ST 81 YT ST qHSE e
I & i faeagE § TI-3W, UN-[UY, SE-TROT 9O §:E@ &9
YOR-RymoT giar @1 e & 9% 9 W T-39 T8 & I 8
AEAR UI9-quE i NgR ot gET @ S ]1 ¥af & et H S
1 39T & STl @ S ST I 31 B W G h1 379 B el
21 I H T AW IR wA H o A T | g I8l I H G
A e IR wifds e ¥ 2, 9va gey § e 3 @
29T I FIAT F Y AT H NFH The BN 21 I FA &
3T & far ot qfe ey 98 @1 3 Shea-gfe (TR-f1:99w)
3R foeE qfh (W-F7:999) I 7 §) 59 T S ST JIE
TRt st I &Y A€l 81 Tt iR digl & fawad A erie
H qd, 9 o ¥ I YU 2
¥, |-
Tt el & Yo Fie g § a9 9 <9 & worar wef gassita
TieT &l Frleard ik 3 i SaRar) F't ST 81 aRl € TS 3ik
T8 39 & TR T A AR A &1 AT 9 Sa o,




g : F0T, 99 &R, ’F 3 / [AR-THT - 088

3N § fod Tou-fay et a1 e 3 T To vk & 9 gam
2 W Fexd fr, P (S, T St ang ¥ W), s,
fafefer, ffor, svarmf, srrerarndf sitt wmeft &1 gedl & HEw o 3¢
T (Ff5) e T 1 TRo @ FY Hedq avd HeT T 81 SHH g
S ST Y BT 8 N T8 [oT Y & S @ o ebraren ¥ s
Y TE-fag @ 99 & FN0T 98 g9, geik § Wa & 5w 2
TR # SN & WY 9 §feg H G gl @ ad I8 e &
I HAT &1 FH o FT @ SR [ et Wb &1 TeF 3 e
N IShI (3T ) B W ST i 4 St 81 ‘aqa: s 3l
ey S & S & VT WieTHRe § w1 T 8% FRareiera S
F1 yd 8, ST &N Tg O S 8, P 8, st €, oA
¥ I T @ e
Tifeas gfg & IR U7 §- wH, IH, R IR W) I qfg F
TR T F- o7, M, o i smwdl wifaw Ifg ¥
(Weq) SR, 7, 3R A 3o & & ok A ¥ T
3R were de7 B § S o R 8 ¥ w@umEa: 9 s 2
gfg § s Ja=arcres oy yfafafiad g @ o wfafafied gow &
gerdf o 1Y wegeh giT & ot 39 & ¥ Fed 81 9 # Jag [
1 Sffera 89 T TER YR B 8 S Sfafafaa ey i Sk
IR HECTT &1 T8 Wi i e @ it 3l & o o9 &
fT 813 1 76 3% §1 39 TG 9 QI SuA H qwEe § 9,
@ IS o 379G § % A TP & 9 T=Y T W I 8
THIe 69 ff I Fea & Tog § 9 § [F a7 oo
ohd €1 Hel U SR 37 qeh Q@ e 21 HE geW a% @ eI
- H IR H FA A IH S & U1 SH G- H FRIEHR o
2 ST 81 $eR gihdl 6 81 Areei ¥ faffcarere @ ot (@,
A7 Y, 3TN 3iR sitvy) IR =g §- TIT HOR, TUR & g
THRa-gam, A (E-ga # erafas fafn) ek faft @
SUE (F 3T, e A SMf)I
dig i & f 39 FHR & 9K I 9 JaT §- W, 39 &
WU, 3@ ¥ fafa ok gu-fhum) fa (sFa:an = gfg, ™



IRt fawa # oTTcH-aed : T §Hie : 4
3R EEHR) i di i Saerl - ¢ R (WEisH), R. I8
(FANEIR®), 3. ffra (Sa-fafdss), ¥. T (FEsE) ik
y. freg (e W) 39 a®@ Oieg-am <9 =g-3Nfis &
HH-0T T TH FQ W A T 8 g IH-J@NE - ST
W TE AT 1 7o 3 Y & Wy o 36 gy § fagf
f UF ST el aA Wt gl
., W (gd-siwrE)

30 qd-wimier qgr H9-HdiErn it Fwd ¥ 3Hs vaaes wef Sfafa
£l 39 <O & A9 TE e 8- RS 9, TR Ay a
refaredt s 39 Al & Sl fagral H dier o @1 e &
ity 9 I AT HED E

79 TuiF A S7Ter S Hal- e adn Saeik § fi 89 ¥ ss A
T 81 -39y w dE FEl W g SN U7 e § qHar
gy @ ) e § o & fom @1 W oft ST i =
forer T T 81§ FET I WAY G & Wehd 81 Afth IR
TR YROT e @, YRt § g & ST g 81 g W
& IFER 31e ¥ qRomH fRar arll St 31 BRar @ SR & 8te-
ey (e wH-uiads @) it aftoraey (Red &9 9fads
g1, WFURad 7E)| T TE g R a5y A o e " 8
e & @ fw §— faq ok afaq) fadwr @ 99 1 SHa & @
afader | 9o R 8l 81 gE-gEifE o & fa9y o § S
fedw & & qRom B oen SaEEy A g dara 81
g IRFRE § TR e faug & 949 89 W oTen § S9
I 3T e 2| TR H favg-weh 7 8 ¥ oven ¥ Sa T8
WAl 21 3H A A faq W@ i SHIEY @1 SHT H HEY
ToueT - ‘378 SICHH ST 39 3TN & STYR W ST S J1
3k fowa <1 a1 Sl A 8t frsem oH @ o anfors 9 ©
99 Hu! &l faArer 3K qfe St 8|

TR i (%) S & forar 7€ W 21 S ‘7 Wead-T B
T 1 Ful e 1 Nusa-Tey- e & A @1 9 (faf) &
g 31 grefaredt fasr e § @ o g:@ A A TG A
g1 Tl W UH T Wy ¥ Y H I At 84



& : ST, 99 &R, (% 3 / Jo3-Faa@R - 033

T e FAIRS 9 & SUR el Forq- 31 SWred @1 ‘T
firameier @ otgal 8 39 Gy H ARa wg wd wwe fay
AT &1 S T TS B ¥ Mg WY Bl T8 A ) Fa
w7 uRadd @ R AMQ &) awqm: HiEe )i @ 3R
Jefafea-fafy el &1 e & 8t Himir # Ay-favas
=g = faeR A § S 5 gen 31 A AR i W @
R T wE &1 - 39fie en ¥ firar wier T8 W 8139
ot & @y faowar & o F frcg-aRumd iR & St R
et & AT S 1 oem # faq 3R arfe QA A 3T 21
&, Ao (IT-wwrEn 91 J=- www)

e fren & 9o R (Ig+31) 81 Wel areuEvre F
STRIGT (SUFTOE] W SAfora) S AT & ST A i @ ol e
¥ #% 3N & T &) 39N Vg & SRa-AT W@ 81 e
TSR & SIER A S (FAE) € 21 e Ffdeedsh, ey,
frfor, fafdfam ok de=ew &1 o s s e W |
SR B ST & @ 9% AR A 9 s sheaan 8 fam & gy,
feafy, o S FROT & A &1 T8 W FG-INfTE W F 7@
Yfe &1 Faa e FRo1 T8 & ifeg fifie oiit Suem s &
3| 98 YT T V9 o FTEST ol @ af 39 Jad & S
T § o TR ol sfsal 1 otemy o w-Ter-ofich 3me &
g 21 3w Yo IE-39E F e wrraeh (FF A IR
Foft T8 &) w9 TE & g WA (W, I SR )
sEensl § @Y T 81 I & w9 e e o A 2
ITH S ST H HeaA B SN 8 I6 3T eH Y €
FROT 31 IA-ATF F oA, @ N G st § qg
ST e & TR ST & Y8 Sa=-F9 39 4 &l { far f
3\ e oo e 2, =TS 2, Ay 8, U 8, WS 8 98
¥ 0T 39 Feueidl NG At § 37T 9 U W@9E 81 98
o faad 8, oRom 7@ awqE: W o I YER T OE, S
TEY 9t & ot g of 81 e ¥ Tue oW fawg Iufte T @
3l 98 TAT & T & 3Tl 98 Fael ey Wl ¢ i I &



g fa=aa § -0 : Ush §HieT - 9
Tl & ST @1 39 g & 9 ©A W Frar F Fean a8 W 2
A I S favg-uifreg § 309 8T @ 98 3= unatesH- g
H 21 fawy ik fawdt @ wdlew saEie 8, yide 9@ Fifn
o & & vt &7 @, Ff G99 ®Y F 79 &1 81 B TH
STEUEEY & 3R A S SHIeql~ieh I1 AIfaeh &1 YIUT SeT SHH
AT IV (ST) 8 3R ey frior e soe ey oo
(afxash) 81 3T VISR A i Brponfere, I-fadel, sweey qe
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Lord Mahavira’s Birthplace :
The Need for a ‘Denovo’ Study

Gp. Capt. V. K. Jain

This article deals with the problem of location of birth - place
of Lord Mahavira. It is a sort of an evaluation of the approach
to the problem taken by modern scholars. He has mainly
focussed on the analysis of the Videha as term and as a
geopraphical area, in the light of original texts and its
interpretation by modern scholarship. He emphasized the need
to take all available evidences collectively and analyse it
thoroughly before arriving at any conclusion which has not been
done yet, hance the need of a new and concerted effort on this
problem. ' - Editor

Introduction:

Over the past many decades and more, a number of scholars, holy
persons and others have written about the actual location of
birthplace of Lord Mahavira, the 24" Jaina Tirthankara. However
there is no consensus on any place. Primarily there are three places
which are claimed as the birthplace by different protagonists.
Svetambaras by and large claim that ‘Ksatriyakunda’, a part of
Kundgram near Lichhuar in Jamui Distt. is the birthplace. The
Digambaras, on the other hand traditionally claim Kundpura or
Kundalpura near Nalanda as the birthplace. A third group, cutting
across Svetambara/Digambara divide, and primarily initiated by
Western scholars like Jacobi and Hoernle believe that Kundpur/
Kollaga, the birthplace was a suburb of Vaishali Ganatantra. There
is a tendency on the part of every protagonist to claim hoary tradition
attached with the place of their choice without apparently producing
any concrete evidence.
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The uncertainty about the places of important events in the life of
any histoic person is a matter of great concern. There is no such
ambiguity about another contemporary of Mahavira viz, Lord
Buddha. Over long periods of time, such ambiguity may even lead
to doubting the very existence of Mahavira as a real person in life
and blood.

The Shortcomings

A brief survey of the written material, books and articles, on the
issue shows the following shortcomings:

a References/resources picked selectively to suit one’s
contention, leading to biased conclusions.

b. Misinterpretation or wrong translation of original sources.
c. Lack of professional knowledge.

d. Insufficient search for all relevant material.

e. Ignoring the context or situation in Mahavira’s times.

f Not accounting for “Poetic exaggeration” in narration.

In this regard it is important to remember that, with passage of
time, a great deal of myth starts building up around famous
personalities. Greatest weightage must, therefore, be given to the
sources which are chronologically closest to the event under
consideration. Later sources may be given corroborative status.
Similarly ‘original sources’ take precedence over the commentaries
or secondary sources. Sometimes the latter introduce a few things
which do not occur in the original. Take the case of Satkhandagama
and Kasayapahuda. They donot contain any reference of Mabhavira’s
birthplace but the later commentaries such as Dhavala or Jaidhavala
do. This has to be kept in mind. Also to be kept in mind are the
changes that take place in meaning of words or the changes in the
.geographical territories of states, or in names.of places, specially
when centuries elapse during the intervening period.
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Interpretation of ‘Videha’

One of largest single factor in contributing to the above confusion
is the word ‘Videha’. Traditionally it has been the name of a state
with Mithila as its capital. It is also the name of an important clan
amongst the ‘Asta Kulas’ existing in the Vijji (Vajji) Ganatantra
during Mahavira’s time. Three other important clans being Jiatrik,
Licchavi and Vajji. According to Jaina canon it is also one of the
‘Aryade$a’ amongst the 25-1/2 Aryade$as. Finally, it is also a word
of the language assigned different meanings as follows:

a. Vi-dehi.e. a state of total detachment from things ‘physical’.
b. Vi-deh i.e. a person with a special (ViSista) body.
C. An alien (Vi-de$a)

The most quoted reference where Videha has been used in
Mabhavira’s context is Acaranga Sutra and also Kalpa Sutra.

The word ‘Videha’ and its derivatives have been used five times
in the following sutra from the oldest Agama - Acaranga (Sutra
746, Beawar Publication), 3™ century BC. It has been repeated
almost in the same words in Kalpasiitra (Stutra 110, Kalpasiitra,
Prakrit Bharati Jaipur).

Saman Bhagvam Mahavira, gnate, gnatputte,
gnaykulvinivatte, Videhe,

Videhdinne, Videlyacche, Videinsumale, teesam vasaain,
videlhe tii kattu

Here the word ‘Jiiata’ clearly indicates the patriarchic clan or the
‘kula’ of Mahavira. This is undisputed. However, it is the word
‘Videha’ and its derivatives which need to be examined in depth
since these have been translated variously. Take for instance
‘videhjaccae’, In the Beawar edition of Acaranga, it has been
translated as the son of’Videhdatta’ although jacca’ primarily
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means superior or ‘Srestha’. In the same edition while translating
‘Videhahsumale’, Videha has been translated a ‘a person with
special or vi§sta’ body. Dr. Sagarmal Jain, translates ‘Videhjacce’
as born in Videha, a geographical region. Similarly he translates
‘Videhdinne’ as the son of ‘Videhdinna’ which is one of the names
of Mahavira’s mother; Trisala. He has not examined as to why
Tri$ala was called ‘Videhdinna’. Is it because she hailed from
‘Videha region’ or Videha clan’, or for that matter because she
was given away to, or given away by ‘Videhans’ in marriage dinna
is prakrit of datta (having given). Being the sister of Chetaka the
Licchavi ruler of Vaishali, her paternal clan could only be Licchavi.

Videha as a Geographical Area

We next come to ‘Videha’ as a geographical region. It is noteworthy
that chronicles of that period donot mention ‘Videha’ as one of the
‘Janapadas’. Both ‘Anguttar Nikdya’ and ‘Bhagvati Siitra’ mention
sixteen Jana / Mahajana padas. Although they differ in detail, Vajji
is mentioned by both and Videha is absent in both. If it was the
Videha region which was later termed as Vajji, then why ‘Videha’
has been used instead of ‘Vajji’ in Mahavira’s context?

Mahavira as per the narrative in ‘Sthananga Sutra spent four
‘varsavasa’ at Mithila and quite a few at Vaishali clearly indicating
Mithila as a distinct place, which, in various contemporaneous
literature is mentioned as the capital of’ Videha’. Vaishali, before
it became an independant ‘Ganatantra’, is also mentioned as the
capital of ‘Videha’ at other places. At some places, Mithila has
been used for a kingdom of which Vaishali became a part. All these
point to the prevailing confusion about geographical territories.’

Chronicles of that time mention ‘Videha’ as a clan, being one of
the ‘Asta Kulas’. Then where was their territory? It could not have
been the area with Vaishali as its capital, because that was a
‘Licchavi’ stronghold where ‘Chetak brother of Tri$la held away.

Some of the authors have quoted ‘Sakti Sangam Tantra (Sundari
Khanda) and Brhadvisnupurana (Mithilamahatmya, 2/5) to define
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the boundaries of ‘Videha’ from the Ganges to the Himalayas and
from, Gandaki to Champaran etc. and the grand status of Mithila,
its capital. If Videha was such a great kingdom at the time of our
consideration i.e. Mahavira’s birth, then how come it does not find
a place in the chronicles relevant to that period. Does this Videha
really belong to Mahavira’s time or it is the land of some other
period? Even if we assume that Mahavira was born and brought up
in Videha, there is a need to establish beyond doubt the boundaries
of this Videha at the time of Mahavira’s birth.

In view of above, our linguists need to clearly establish the meaning
of each of the Videh derivatives in the above text from Acaranga
Siitra (No 746-Ach 2/15) repeated more or less in the same words
in Kalpasutra (No 110) and we also need to establish whether a
state called Videha existed at that time and what were its boundaries,
capital etc.

We similarly need to examine Ksatriyakunda a part of Kundagrama,
where Mahavira is considered to have been born by Svetambaras.
Jamali, the son-in-law of Mahavira, is stated to be a prince of
Ksatriyakunda who renounced the world alongwith 500 other
princes. Did Siddhartha, the king of Kundagrama have his seat of
power at Ksatriyakunda a suburb of Kundagram and Jamali was
the son of the Chieftain (called Raja) of this suburb
“Ksatriyakunda”?. And also the possible derivation of the name
‘Licchuad from the clan Licchavi which was greatly decimated
during the 12 years war waged upon Vaishali by Kunika (Ajat$atru)
the king of Magadh and son of ‘Srenika’ (Bimbisar). May be some
of the Licchavis migrated to the place which came to be known as
Licchuad due to their presence.

Various texts mention the birthplace as Ksatriyakunda, Kundapur,
Kundal, Kundalpur etc. The earliest literature, Acaranga, etc refer
to it as Kundapurgram Nagar also. We need not necessarily be
carried away by grandiose description of the kingdom of Siddhartha
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or that of Kundapur because of the well-known phenomenon of
“Poetic exaggeration”.

Conclusion

We can say that, so far, various relevant facts such as descriptions of
Mahavira’s sojourns, accounts of topography/area, archaeological
finds, meanings attached with various words, etc. have been used in
isolation. It is necessary to take all available evidence collectively
and analyse it thoroughly before arriving at any conclusions.

The Jaina community owes it to itself to muster a team of specialists
in various disciplines such as History, Archaeology, Linguistics
and Jainism. This team of indeperidant experts must scout all the
available literature, Jaina and others, rate it chronologically and
match it with evidence available through other sources such as
archaeological, topographic/geographical,similarity of modern
place names etc. There is no doubt that if an honest attempt is made
we should be able to zero on to a single place as the most likely
place of Mahavira’s birth.

References*

1. Kalpa Sutra - Pub: Prakrjt Bharati - Jaipur

2. Acaranga - Beawar

3. Pt. H. L. Dubey Jain, Sramana Bhagavana Ka Janamasthana,
Prachin Sahitya Prakashan, Delhi.

4. Dr. Rishabh Chand Faujdar, Bhagavana Mahavira Ka
Janmasthana.

5. Aryika Chandanamati, Bhagavana Mahavira Ki Janmabhiimi,
Kundalapur - Ek Vastavika Tathya.

6. Dr. Sagarmal Jain, Bhagvana Mahavir Ke Janma, Kaivalya
Evarh Nirvana Sthal - Tithayar-29/2 and Tuisi Prajna.

7. Prof. Yogendra Misra, Bhagvana Mahavir Ki Janma Bhiimi -
Vaishali, Brahmcharini Pandita Chandabai Abhinandan Granth,
1954.

dkx



Contribution of Sramanas to the Indian Tradition of
Exegetical Literature

Dr. Rajesh Ranjan

This articles deals exhaustively and systematically in historical
perspective with the origin and evolution of enormous exegetical
literature, available on the scriptures, of Jaina and Buddhist
tradition, written in Ardhamagadhi and Pali. The author has
given the salient features of these commentaries, peroid of their
writing along with their languages. The author has quoted the
ancient as well as modern authorities to substantiate his view.
He has also given as illustrations the names of the texts on which
a particular type of commentary has been written. -Editor

What is known as Indian Culture today is the sum total of the
contributions made towards the enrichment and betterment of each
and every sphere of life by the two ancient Indian traditions of
recluses i.e. Sramanas and Brahamanas. Giving much credit to one
and ignoring the contributions of the other is unfair and unjust.
Whether it be the field of Art and Architecture, Language and
Literature, Knowledge and Philosophy and so on and so forth, the
contributions made by the Sramanas are in no way less than the
Brahamanas. However, keeping in mind the time and space at our
disposal a humble attempt has been made to delineate and discuss
the unique contribution of the Sramana tradition, Buddhism and
Jainism occupying the foremost place there, towards the
development of Indian tradition of exegetical literature in Pali,
Prakrit, Apabhrarh§a and Sanskrit languages.

Origin of Exegetical Literature

Origin of exegetical literature in Indian tradition is almost as old
as the literature itself. It is, therefore, natural that the Brahamanic,
thc Jaina and the Buddhist religious literature possess enormous
of exegetical literature for their respective canons in Sanskrit, Prakrit
and Pali. The most popular and standard denominations such for
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literature are Njjuti Bhasya, genre of and Atthakatha respectively.
Tika is another term for commentarial literature of the type of gloss
prevalent commonly among them. Ciirni, a term used for a special
type of this literature is peculiar to the Jainas alone. Vrtti is again a
term common to both, the Brahmanic and Jaina traditions, used for
exegetical literature of a special nature. Bhasya literature is available
in large quantity in the Jaina tradition as well.

The Atthakatha is the most popular and standard term used for
exegetical literature in Pali. Besides it, the term used for such literature
are Vibhanga (descriptive exposition), Niddesa (exposition),
Veyyakarana (explanation), Vannana (description), Attavannana
(description of meaning), Atthasamvannana (description of meaning
fully), Tika (gloss), Anutika (sub gloss) etc.

Exegetical Literature of the Jainas

So far as the evolution of the exegetical literature on the Jaina canons
is concerned, Prof. Kapadia’ seems to have surmised as under-
according to the Jaina tradition, the Ganadharas compose
dvadas$angis, and each of them teaches his own dvada$angi to his
pupils. Consequently, while doing so, each must be offering some
explanation or other, at least regarding knotty points. But, strange
to say, there seems to be no record maintained regarding these
explanations of the dvadasangis. This state of affair exists not only
in connection with the dvada$angis composed prior to the birth of
Lord Mahavira, but also in the case of the eleven dvadasangis
composed by his own eleven Ganadharas. He, further remarks “A
student conversant with the Jaina system of education knows it
fully well that first of all, the meaning (attha) of a sutta is explained,
then is given an explanation associated with Nijjutti, and this is
followed by a detailed exposition which is not necessarily confined
to what is explicitly expressed in the sutta.” Finally he infers “a
similar process must have been followed at least by the eleven
Ganadharas of Lord Mahavira. This means that several types of
literature may have been then evolved.®”
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From this conjecture of Prof. Kapadia about the evolution of the
exegetical literature of the Jainas, it is evident that the most ancient
and popular name given to the exegetical literature of the Jainas
thus evolved is Nijjutti. M. Winternitz*, who calls Nijjuttis as
“concise metrical explanations”, seems to have supported Prof.
Kapadia’s views as regards the process of evolution of the
exegetical literature of Jainas and the Nijjutti type of the
explanatory literature being the earliest in the following words,
“It may be assumed as certain that, long before the final
compilation of the canon under Devarddhi, the Jaina monks began
to write explanations of the sacred texts. The earliest
commentaries, the Nijjuttis or Niryuktis, are in some instances
very closely interwoven with the Sitras, or they even supplanted
the latter. The Pinda-Nijjutti and the Ogha Nijjuti appear in the
canon itself and the Ogha-Nijjutti is even supposed to have been
taken from one of the Purvas.*”

Out of the several meanings and definitions of the word Nijjutti
extant in the Jaina texts, the meaning of Silanka Sun occurring in
his Nijjutti on the Ayarangasuttam seems to be most appropriate
which is as follows - “The art of interpretation of the meaning with
certainty is known as Niryukti.®” Prof. Kapadia’ introduces the
Nijjutti literature as. “For, the very first type of the Jaina explanatory
works on the Agama which form a part of our valuable legacy, is
known as Nijjutti in Prakrit and Niryukti in Sanskrit, and that its
authorship is attributed to Bhadrabahusvamin, who died in Vira
Sarmvat 170. He has composed ten Nijjuttis.® But we do not know
their specific names except those like Avassayanijutti etc., coined
by taking into account the work of which it is the Nijjutti. Further,
we do not know the exact dates of their composition. All the same,
we may say almost with certainty that none of them is composed
after Vira Sarhvat 170.”

The Nijjuttis, consist of very concise explanation in Arya-verses
and are Jaina-Maharastri. These are probably verses, which served
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as an aid to the memory of the teachers in their oral interpretation
of the sacred texts.’

Nijjutti was followed by Bhasya, a name given to a new type of
explanatory literature written in Prakrit verses; and Cunni, a
designation for a special type of such literature written in Prakrit,
sankrit mixed and peculiar to the Jainas alone. Bhasya and Cunni,
in turn, gave rise to descriptive types of explanatory literatures
written in Sanskrit on Prakrit texts known as Tika and Vrtti.
M.Winternitz infers the same.!' It may also be noted that there is
intermixture of some of the verses of the Bhasa with those of the
Nijjuttis. For example, some verses belonging to its Bhasa are also
seen in the Avassayanijjutti. Similar is the case with
Dasaveyaliyanijjutti and Kappanijjutti in which some verses of
their respective Bhasas have been incorporated in the corresponding
Nijjuttis.’'? Besides, a work like Paficakappa seems to have been
carved out both from the Kappanijjutti and Kappabhasa as it
consists of gathas taken from the Nijjutti and Bhasa on the
Kappasuyam respectively. “Under these circumstances” remarks
Prof. Kapadia'® almost all the extant Nijjuttis and Bhasas may be
defined as- “Nijjuti contains verses really beldnging to it and some
of the corresponding Bhasa consists of verses which legitimately
belong to it, and, in addition it has some verses of thc relevant
Nijjutti as well; but the former exceed the latter in number.”

That Nijjuttis and Bhasas, i.e. versified commentaries on the
canonical texts and this common feature of the Nijjutti and Bhasa
literature, i.e. being composed in Prakrit verses, became,
instrumental for their intermixture is explicit enough {rom the
foregoing discussion.

It may be noted that Bhasas are, very likely, older than the Cunnis.
Bhasa is called Gaha, while Cunni is known as Paribhasa. Cunnis
were written at least on twenty Agamic texts, in some cases, there
being two Cunnis. As for example, NiSiha and Jiyakappa possess
two Cunnis each. Jinadasa Gani, the author of Nisihavisesacunni
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also refers to the name of his vidyguru, Pradyumna KsamaSramana
along with his own name as its author. The Cunnis on
Anuyogaddara, Dasaveyaliya, and Uttarajjhayana appear to have
been written by Jinadasa Gani Mahattara. The Cunni on various
Agamas are believed to have been written in the period commencing
from the fourth century to the eighth century of the Vikrama Era.

Before dealing with the Tika, we may note that out of the terms
Nijjutti. Bhasa and Cunni, the first does not appear to have been
used for a commentary on any of the non-Agamic texts. Such is
not however the case with Bhasa and Cunni; for these are used for
other works too, though seldom. Thus, it will be seen that the non-
Agamika works of which the commentaries are styled as Bhasa,
and Cunni are few and far between, and at least, so far as the
Svetambara literature is concerned, these terms seem to have been
used for works of sufficient antiquity.”"*

Kapadia'® sums up his discussion on the evolution, development
and the fundamental as well as the most distinguishing features of
the different types of the exegetical literature in following words,
“All the Nijjuttis attributed to Bhadrabahusvami must have been
concise and written in gathas as can be inferred from the eight
printed ones. They were surely compiled before the redaction of
the Jaina canonical works.'® It is certain that these Nijjuttis were
later on followed by several other commentaries. Out of them the
two types of commentaries known as Bhasa and Cunni seem to be
the oldest. After their composition, there came an age when the
commentaries began to be freely composed in Sanskrit, thus making
the exegetical literature on the Agamas of the Jainas of four type:
(1) Nijjuttis, (2) Bhasa, (3) Cunni and (4) Tika. I use this last word
to denote Sanskrit commentaries. These Nijjuttis etc. are mostly in
the chronological order of development. For, Cunni seems to be
an intermediate stage between Bhasa on the one hand and Tika on
the other, on the ground that it is neither entirely in Prakrit like its
predecessors Nijjuttis and Bhasa, nor mostly or completely in
Sanskrit like its successor Tika; but it is a mixture of Prakrit and
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Sanskrit so much so that not only one and the same sentence
contains portions written in two languages, but even a Sanskrit
stem has Prakrit terminations at times, Cunni is written in prose,
and this is another respect in which it differs from Nijjutti and
Bhiasa. Bhasa is styled as Gaha, too, since it is composed in gathas
in Prakrit.

Besides, there are (1) Vrtti, (2) Vivrti, (3) Vivarana, (4) Vivecana,
(5)Vyakkhya, (6) Vartika, (7) Dipika, (8) Phakkika, (9) Avaciiri,
(10) Avaciirni, (11) Arthalava, (12) Aksarartha, (13) Balavabodha,
(14) Paiijika, (15) Tippanaka, (16) Paryaya and (17) Chaya types
of commentarial literature on Agamic as well as on non-Agamic
texts.

Exegetical Literature of the Buddhists

So far as the origin of the Buddhist commentarial literature is
concerned, it led us to the fact that the need for an accurate
interpretation of the Buddha’s teachings, the guiding principle of
life and action of the members of the Samgha, was felt from the
very beginning while the Master was alive. During the life time of
the Buddha there was the advantage of referring a disputed question
for solution to the Master himself (and herein we met with the first
stage in the origin of the comments). But after his Parinibbana, the
chief and revered disciples were used to be approached for
dispelling the disputes and their comments must have been
considered decisive and authentic and hence they were no doubt
preserved orally by the disciples from generation to generation.
When the commentaries were compiled these oral comments were
- embodied in the great Atthakathas of Sinhala, which have been
quoted by Buddhaghosa in his commentaries.

The lineage of the exegetical literature of the Theravada Buddhism,
which starts right from the lifetime of the Buddha, was pursued
and cultivated in the Buddhist Viharas for a pretty long time.
Naturally, marked with vast differences in methodology, style and
technique of treatment, the exegetical literature contains a number
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of strata, which are named according to the group or time to which
they belong. Thus Vibhanga, Niddesa, Veyjyakarana, Vannana,
Atthavannana, Atthasamvannana, T1ka, Anutika etc. are the terms,
which were coined by the commentators from time to time to name
their respective works.

Veyyakarana

From the Anga point of view, the entire Buddhavacana are of nine
types. Veyyakarana occupies the third place in this classification,
the other two preceding it being Sutta and Geyya. As its spelling
differs from Vaiyakarana, the derivative of the word Vyakarana, it
should not mean grammarian or pertaining to grammar. It, however,
seems difficult to arrive at the etymological meaning of the term,
as Acarya Buddhaghosa too does not lay his finger on it. He only
defines it as follows, “The entire Abhidhammapitaka, the suttas
which are without verses and all remaining Buddhavacanas which
are not included in any of the eight Angas should be regarded as
Veyyakarana’.'® It may be noted that Brahmajalasutta designates
itself as Veyyakarana at the end.'” Dr. Law is inclined to include
Cullavedalla and Mahavedalla Suttas of the Majjhimanikaya in the
group and he points out two layers of Veyyakarana as
Suttantabhajaniya and Abhidhammabhajaniya’'®

Vinicchaya

There is one more term used in the sense of brief exposition. That
term is Vinicchaya, which is appended by Buddhadatta to the title
of his works on the Vinaya. It seems to have been formed by adding
the prefix ‘vi’ to the term “nicchaya” (Skt. Niscaya). The term
Vinicchaya is seen used in the Pali canon in various contexts, of
which the following few may prove purposeful in so far as our
attempt to ascertain its meaning is concerned. Firstly, it is used in
the sense of ‘thorough knowledge’ as in ‘Papakamma-vinicchaya’
and secondly, in the sense of decision or ascertainment as in ‘labharh
paticcavinicchayo, vinicchayam paticca chhandarago'®. As
Buddhadatta’s works, namely, Vinayavinicchaya and
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Uttaravinicchaya explain, though bricfly, but in a convincing
manner, the rules of the Vinaya, specially the rules of the
Patimokkha, the term Vinicchaya seems to denote a special type of
commentarial literature written in verse. In this way though
Buddhadatta introduced writing commentaries in verse
successfully, it could not be popular so far as Pali literature is
concerned.

Vibhanga

The term Vibhanga, which is, very l}kely peculiar to the Buddhists
alone, seems to have been coined by adding Vito the term Bhanja,
Bhang or Bhaja meaning to break up or divide.” Accordingly, the
term Vibhanga may be said to stand for a detailed exposition of a
promulgation or statement of the Buddha by breaking up or dividing
its component parts fully. In order to substantiate this meaning, a
brief mention of the Vibhanga literature of the Pali Tripitaka would
be most desirable. It may be noted that the Vibhanga type of
literature is more or less seen in all the three Pitakas. Vibhanga or
Sutta-vibhanga is name of one of the three main divisions of the
Vinayapitaka. Similarly, the fourteenth Vagga of the
Majjhimanikaya?' consisting of twelve suttas (131-142) and six
Suttas of the Samyuttanikaya® are named as Vibhanga and
Vibhanga sutta respectively. So also the second book of the
Abhidhammapitaka is entitled Vibhangappakarana. When
examined, one would find that the former is exegetical literature in
the true sense of the term, while the rest appear to be simply
interpretatory literature. Accordingly, one would be constrained
to be satisfied with the observations of G. P. Malalasekera with
regards to both Vibhanga as exegetical literature and Vibhanga as
interpretatory literature. “Vibhanga” remarks Mr. Malalasekera.?
“The collective name for two closely connected works of the
Vinayapitaka, which, in manuscripts, are generally called Parajika
and Pacittiya. The collection is considered to be an extensive treatise
on the Patimokkha rules, giving the occasion for the formulation
of each rule, with some explanation or illustration of various terms
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employed in the wording of the rule. The rule is sometimes further
illustrated by reference to cascs, which come within it, and to others,
which form exceptions to it. The collection is also called Sutta-
vibhanga and is divided into two parts, the Bhikkhuvibhanga and
Bhikkhuni-vibhanga.”

The second book of the Abhidhammapitaka is known as
Vibhangappakarana. As regards it Malalasekera again opines. It
dcals in a gcneral way with the different categories and formulas
given in the Dhammasanaha, though different methods of treatment
arc uscd. The book is divided into eighteen chapters, each of which
is called a Vibhanga. Each chapter has three portions:
Suttatabhajaniya, Abhidhammabhajaniya and Panhapuccha or list
of questions. The commentary on the Vibhanga is called
Sammohavinodini”.?*

Niddesa

The term Niddesa is the name of a commentarial work ascribed to
Sariputta. It is included in the canon as the eleventh book of the
Khuddakanikaya. Rhys Davids, without suggesting any etymology
of the term gives two meaning as follows -

(a) Description and
(b) Descriptive exposition by way of question and answer.

The Niddesa, which explains certain suttas of the Suttanipata,
consists of two parts —Cullaniddesa and Mahaniddesa. The former
contains exposition of the Khaggavisana sutta of the Uragavagga
and the sixteen Suttas of the Parayanavagga, while the latter
comprises comments on the sixteen Suttas of the Atthakavagga. It
may be noted that the Cullaniddesa deals, on the one hand, with
the third Sutta of the first Vagga (Uragavagga) and also comments
on the sixteen Suttas of the last Vagga, i.e. the Parayanavagga, on
the other. But it is really surprising as it does make no mention of
the fifty six introductory verses (Vatthugatha) prefixed to the
Parayanavagga. These aspects of the Niddesa prompted
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Malalasekera to suggest, “that at the time the Cullaniddesa was
written, the Parayanavagga was a separate anthology and that the
Khaggavisanasutta did not belong to any particular group. Similarly
with the Mahaniddesa and the Atthakavagga.” “In case his
suggestion is accepted, then the Suttanipata, at the time of the
composition of the Niddesas, comprised of the eleven Suttas of the
Uragavagga, fourteen Suttas of the Cullavagga and twelve Suttas
of the Mahavagga only. Minus the Vatthugatha, the Parayanavagga
formed an independent anthology and so also Khaggavisanasutta.
Whatever have been the size of the Suttanipata and whether the
Parayanavagga formed a separate anthology or not, it is at least
certain that the Niddesa literature is one of the earliest types of
exegetical literature which was, in due course, incorporated in the
canon. Malalasekera not only subscribes to this view but also points
out the sources of the Niddesa when he remarks - “The comments
in the Niddesa seem to have been modeled on exegetical
explanations such as are attributed here and there in the Pitakas to
Mahakaccana and Sariputta.”®”

Atthakatha

The word Atthakatha has been formed by adding the term Katha to
the Attha (also Pali attha, Skt. artha), the term attha carrying the
sense of ‘meaning’ and the term Katha ‘story’ or ‘episode’. Thus
the word Atthakatha does not stand for a simple exposition. On the
contrary, it is a word convéying the sense of elaborate exposition
of a Sutta (Skt. Stutra = a condensed statement) or an intricate point
with a detailed account of events revealing it’s meaning with
reference to it’s all aspects fully. Buddhaghosa implies this meaning
or definition of the word when he declares, “With a view to make
the meaning intelligible, I shall relate stories regarding those Suttas
whose meaning is féared to be unintelligible without them.”?’ In
the last lines of his prologue to the Sumangalavilasini, he defines
Atthakatha as below, “The Atthakatha on the four Nikayas are to
be read with reference to the Visuddhimagga, as many important
philosophical issues which came up in the former have heen
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elaborately explained in the latter.”® Thus in the light of this
acknowledgement Buddhaghosa’s comment, - “Commentators
have often digressed in the course of their explanations and various
narratives and episodes have found their way into the
commentaries,” seems to be unwanted.

It is the litcral meaning of the word Atthakatha. Let us try to find
out its special meaning or its use or meaning that is generally
implied or followed. As it will help us a lot in arriving at the right
implication of the word Atthakathd, it is advisable to quote the
following - “Although Atthakatha refers to all commentarial
literature, as it did during the Anuradhapura period (third century
B. C. —tenth century A. D.) when it had even a wider application
and included all literary works other than the Tripitaka, today it is
used when referring to the commentaries on the Tripitaka.”””” The
sentence implies to say that while formerly all literary works other
than the Tripitaka came under its purview, today it refers to the
commentaries on the Tripitaka only. It is to be noted that it’s first
meaning or dcfinition is based on it’s meaning as it comes in the
Saratthadipani - “Atthakatha is that which states the meaning.” As
such it has been interpreted as “a general term meaning exposition
of the sense, explanation, commentary.” But truly speaking, now-
a days, it stands for the meaning just pointed out above. Thus, the
word Atthakatha had/has been an epithet used as a name given to
exegetical literature on an individual text or a group of texts
belonging to the same discipline. Not only the commentators or
compilers of the Sihalatthkatha always remained vigilant to
maintain this tradition, but Buddhaghosa also stuck to this practice
as he did not name his work Visuddhimagga as Atthakatha even
though being the outcome of the exposition of two verses from the
Samyuttanikaya. The name Patimokkha-atthakatha, Jataka-
atthkatha, and Vibhangappakarana-atthakatha; and Vinaya-
atthakatha, Suttata-atthakatha and Abhidhamma-atthakatha may be
put forward as illustrations. The first three as examples of exegetical
literature on the specifically named texts and the next three on group
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of texts belonging to the same discipline. So also Buddhadatta does
not designate two of his works-Vinayavinicchaya and
Uttaravinicchaya, as atthakatha, for they deal with the Vinaya in
general, rather than being a commentary on one or the other text of
the Vinaya; while he calls his treatise Madhuratthavilasini
atthakatha as it is a delineation on an specified text, the
Buddhavarhsa. Thus it is clear that the Atthakathas are the
expositary treatises on the different individual texts of the Pali
canon, each text having its own commentary. Moreover, the
Atthakathas are distinguished from Bhasyas in Sanskrit literature
in more that one respect. The later bring out the intended meaning
by exclusively explaining the meaning of words. If we take for
example the commentary of Sayanacarya it will be clear that the
usual method followed by him in bringing out the meaning is to
explain the meaning of words by giving synonyms quoting from
Yaska’s Nurukta. The second is to refer to the rules of Panini and
to Unadisiitras in order to eXplain the formation of words. The third
method followed very rarely is to refer to the Vanants in the text.
Sayanacarya adopted this method in his famous commentary on
the Rgveda. In later times the celebrated commentator Mallinatha
also followed, more or less, the same method and while giving a
list of synonyms he quotes from Amarakosa, Halayudha and other
cognate works. (Suttanipata A, II, Intro. P. 111)

Reference :

1. According to the tradition preserved in the Tamil literature Sramana
represents three sects, viz. Anuvadins (Pakudha-Kaccayana's sect),
Ajivikas (Ajivaksa) and Jams. Quoted from The Cultural Heritage of
India, Vol. 1, p.389.

2. "Attham bhasati araha suttam ga.nthamti ganahara niunam. Sasanassa
hiyatthae tao suttam pavattati." Quoted in Nandisutra -
Anuyogadvarasutra from Avassaya-Nijjutti - k 92
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"Niacayenarthapatipada<a Yuktinniryuktih." Other meaning and
definitions come thus in different Jaina texts:

"Nijjutti the attha jam baddha tena hoi nijjutti. Tahavi ya icchavei,
vibhasium suttaparivadi.”

"Jam nicchaya nUjutta, sutta attha imie vakkhaya. Tenyam nijjuti,
Njjuttatthabhihano.” - Visesavassaya

"Niryuktayuktiriti vacyeyuktasabdalopanniryuktih,"- Haribhadrasuri's
commentary (p. 2b) to Dasaveyaliya and its Njjjutti.

"Nitaram yuktah - sutrena saha lolibhavena sambaddha biryukta
arthastesam yuktih - sphutarupatapadanam, ekasya yuktasabdasya
lopanniryuktih.” - Maladharin hemacandra Suri's commentary (p.
258b) to Anuogadvara (s. 151)

"Na vaso avaso avasassa kammamcwasyam ti bidhabba. Jutti tti uvaya
ttiya niravayava hoti nijjutti." - Mulayara, S. 515

HCLJ, p. 172

Nijjutis on only eight canonical texts namely, Avassaya, Dasaveyaliya,
Uttarajjhayana, Ayara, Dasasuyakkhandha, Kappa, Vavahara and
Nisitha are believed to have been written by Bhadrabahusvamin.
HIL, 11, p. 464

Vide HC L J, p. 186-87

HIL, 11, P. 464

VideHCLJ,p. 183

Vide Ibid, pp. 172-73

"HCLJ, p. 444

1S11 CL L, 11, pp. 186-87

Sakalampi abhidhammapitakam, niggathakam suttam, yam ca annam
pi atthahi angehi asangahitam buddhavacanam, tam veyyakaranam ti
veditabbam. DN A, I, p. 26

17 Vide D N, I, Brahamajalasutta.

ISLWB,p.58

VidePED

Vide P E D, cf. Vibhanga p. 629

OP. Cit., 187-257

SN, 11, 2f, V, 8f, V, 183f, V, 196f, V, 209f, V, 276f. Out of these two
observations, the first seems to be an ideal example of Vibhanga as
exegetical literature, while the second that of Vibhanga as
interpretatory literature. It is because "the collection (i.e. the Vibhanga)
is considered to be an extensive treatise on the Patimokkha rules,"
while the Vibhanga of the Abhiddhammapitaka "deals in a general
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24.
25.
26.
27.

28.

29.
30.
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way with the different categories and formulas as given in the
Dhammasangani."

PP N, 11, pp. 887-88.

PPN, II, pp. 287-88

PPN,|I1,p. 74

Ibid., II, p. 74

Suttam pana attha, na vina vatthuhi ye pakasanti, Tesam
pakasanattham, vatthuni pi dassayissami. Prologue to M P

Majjhe visuddhimaggo, esa catunnam pi agamanam hi, Thatva
pakasayissati tattha yathabhas itam att ham. Icceva halo tasma, tam
pl gahetvana saddhimetaya, Atthakathaya vihanatha,
dighagamanissitam attham Ii. Prologue to S V; also Prologue to M P
EB, p. 335 ‘

Etthaca attho kathiyati etayati atthakatha, sayeva atthakatha thakarassa
thakaram katva dukkhassa pilanattho' ti adisu viya. Op.Cit., (Srilankan
ed.), p. 17

EB, p. 335

Abbreviations

EB Encyclopaedia of Buddhism, 5 vols., Ed., G.P.
Malalsekera,Ceylon, Government of Ceylon, 1961-1971.

HCLJ  History of the Canonical Literature of the Jainas, H.R.
Kapadia, Ahemadabad, Sharadaben Chimanbhai
Educational research Centre, 2000 (Reprint).

HIL A History of Indian Literature, M. Winternitz, 2vols., Delhi,
Motilal Banarasidass, 1990 (Reprint).

LWB Life and Works of Buddhaghosa. Delhi, Naga Publishers,
1976.

PED Pali English Dictionary, Rhys Davids & William Stede, Pali
Text Society, London, 1925.

PPN Dictionary of Pali Proper Names,

SN Samyutta Nikaya
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Question .Why do Digambaras and Svetambaras perform their
worship (ptija) and how ?
Christopher Fleming, Fullbright Scholar (U.S.A.)

Answer. Each religion has its own code of conduct which is the
essence or the heart of the religion keeping it alive. There are some
essentials prescribed for Jaina house-holders. Among these
worship of deity (Deva-Puja) is the foremost. Puja is usually
performed in the presence of an idol of Seer (Arihanta) by offering
some materials (dravya). Sometimes, it can also be performed in
the absence of the idol without materials. Puja is usually performed
in the temple in front of the idol of Seer (Arihanta) but it can also
be performed at home with or without the idol. Normally when
material is offered, it is called Dravya Puja and when it is per-
formed without offering materials, it is called Bhava Puja.
Importance of worship (piija)

Pija is the most important ritual among the idol-worshipper
(Murtipujaka) Jainas. Digambara and Svetambara perform puja
according to their rituals. Some differences are there but the main
aim is same i.e. to destroy their karmas and to attain the liberation
(moksa).

In Jaina religion the Supreme God (Tirthankara) is not the ulti-
mate cause of creation, maintainance and destruction of the world.
The Seer neither pleases nor angers. Therefore he neither gives
blessings to the worshipper nor punishes anyone out of anger. Ac-
cording to Jaina religion Paramatma (Arhanta, Siddha) is the su-
preme spirit reaching the ultimate state of spiritual evolution by
gradual destruction of karma through penance etc. Each Atma be-
comes Paramatma and sustains its individuality. Paramatma has
nothing to do with the worldly life.
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Reason of worship (piija)

Why do Jainas worship their Tirthankaras etc? They claim that
Tirthankaras are desireless. They are Vitaragi (detached).
Worshippers worship them not to fulfill their worldly desires.
Wdrldly desires of the worshipper are automatically fulfilled ow-
ing to the destruction of karma.

Method of worship (piija)

Now we have to discuss how Digambara and Svetambara per-
form puja? First of all worshippers take bath. After taking bath
they go to the temple for piija and put on their special purified
clothes which are usually kept in the temples. Before entering the
temple one must wash one's hands and feet. Having entered the
temple one should ring the bell slowly and utter three times 'Nissihi'
(renunciation), three times 'Om' and three times 'Namoasiu'.
Then after the recitation of 'Namokara Mantra' for the three times
and bowing before the idol one should make circumvallation around
the altar (vedi) in clockwise direction.

Idol worshippers of both the Jaina sects (Digambara and
Svetambara) perform their piijas. Though their methods of puja
differ to some extent yet their-aim is the similar. In both traditions
plja is the most important ritual.

According to Svetambara tradition worship is offered in three
different ways-

(1) First worship is called Anga-Piija, this is done by anointing
for different path of an idol or Arihanta with water, sandal wood
and flowers.

(2) Second worship is called Agra-Piija, which is done by placing,
incense, lamp, rice, fruits and sweets in front of idols.

(3) Third worship is Bhavapaija, which is done by Caitya Vandana.
Note : The first and second worships are called Draya Puja
(Material Worship). These two piijas collectively together are called



fogran o guEE ;9
Asta Prakari Puja. The Asta Prakari Puja is done by offering
eight different types of substances.

Jain piija symbolizes various aspects of our religion. There are
different types of piija being performed at the occassion of various
religious ceremonies.

The following eight materials are used in performing piijas in both
traditions—
Svetambara Tradition

(1) Jala (Water) puja

(2) Candana (Sandal wood) ptja

(3) Puspa (Flower) puja

(4) Dhupa(Incense) pijja

%) Dipaka(lamp) pija

(6) Aksata (Rice) puja

(7) Naivedya (Sweets) puja

(8) Fala (Fruits) piija

Note : Other functions are -

(1) Darpana (Mirror) piija : Jains see the reflection of the idol on
the mirror by turning their own neck. At that time they think that
the God is reflecting in their heart.

(2) Camvara puja

(3) Fan puja

(4) Vandana / Bhava puja

(5) Arati puja- Specially performed in evening, symbolizes the joy
after performing all religious activities. It destroys all karmas
and brings happiness.

Other Special puja-

(a) Snatra paija- It symbolises bathing of the new born tirthankaras
by gods and goddesses over Meru Mountain. It is always performed
prior to any pija. This is birthday celebration of God. Digambars
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perform this worship daily.
(b) Paiica kalyanaka piij (Garbha, Janma, Diksa, Jiana, Nirvana)
(¢) Nava pada paja (Five Parmeshthi, Ratnatraya and Tapa).
(d) Baraha vrata ptija (Twelve vows).
(e) Navvanu pija (99 types).
Digambara Tradition
(1) Jala (Water) Ptja
(2) Candana (Water which is coloured by sandal wood) Puja
(3) Akshata (White Rice) Puja
(4) Puspa ( Rice coloured by sandal wood) Puja
(5) Naivedya (Small pieces of whit‘e coconut) Pija
(6) Dipa (Coloured pieces of coconut) Pija- It is a symbol of Dipaka
(7) Dhipa (Incense) Pija
(8) Fala (Dry Fruits) Puja
Note : Before starting piija, they perform Jalabhiseka or Praksala
of Idol and then Asta Prakari Pija. After offering fruits, they offer
Arghya (mixture of all the eight materials). First of all they worship

Deva, Sastra and Guru, after then worship by adoration (Jaimala)
is performed. At the end, they read Santipatha and Visarjanapatha.

Some Digambaras (Bisapanthi) use green fruits, flowers and sweets
also. They also perform abhiseka by sandal wood, mixed water,
curd, milk etc. but other (Terapanthi) use only pure water.

This bathing water is called Gandhodaka ( holy water) and they
touch this holy water on their foreheads and faces too. Having
performed all these worships, they end with Arati.

Other special Pujas-
(a) Navagraha Puja
(b) Ratn_atfaya Puja
(c) Paﬁéameru Puja
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(d) Siddhacakra Puja
(e) Tirthankara Puja
() Indradhvaja Puja
(g) Santi Natha Vidhana Paja
(i) Dada Laksana Puja
Objectives of worship (piija) in both traditions
Now we are going to discuss the objectives of piija. These are-
Jala (Water) Puja-To remove all the karmas and impurities from
soul or to get rid oneself of the cycle of birth and death.
Candana (Sandal-wood) Ptija-To make our soul tranquil (calm)
or to subside the suffering of the world (Sarmsaratapavinasanaya).
Puspa (Unbroken flowers) Piija-To live like ﬂowefs, full of love
and compassion to all worldly living beings or to conquer our sexual
desires and passions which are the root cause for the accumulation
of karmas. '
Dhiipa (Incensed) Puija-To destroy the bad odor (smell) or false
faith (mithyatva) and to manifest our pure soul or to destroy all the
eight karmas.
Dipa (Lamp) Puja- To attain the knowledge in the form of
kevalajiiana (omniscience) or to destroy the darkness of ignorance
and false belief (Mohandhakaravinasanaya).
Aksata (White Rice) Piija- Not to be born again or to end the
cycle of birth, life and death .
Naivedya (Sweet) Puija-To attain that position where, there re-
mains no desire for food or to eliminate the desire for food.
Fala (Fruit) Puja-To attain liberation, the ultimate goal of every
living being.
Arghya Puja- (Mixture of all eight piija substances)- To attain
anarghyapada that is moksa (nirvana).

Jaimala (Adoration) Puja-By reciting the virtues of Tirthankaras
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to possess similar virtues in our soul.

Sﬁntipﬁ;ha (Wishing peace) Piija- Wishing peace and happiness
for all living beings.

Visarjana (Conclusion)-Asking for forgiveness for any mistake
or negligence committed during the pija.

Arati-To show our respect to lord.

The whole purpose of Puja is that by reciting the virtues of
Tirthankara, Arhanta, Siddha or Paramesthi, we also remind
ourselves that these same virtues are also to be possessed by us
and that by taking the path of Tirthankara, we also can attain the
liberation. ‘

Prof. Sudarshan Lal Jain
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9. U.S.A. Academic Tour of PV President and ISJS India
Chairman Dr. Shugan C. Jain (1" to 17" Sept. 2011)

Dr. Shugan Jain, ISJS India Chairman and President of PV, visited
USA, Sept. 1* to 17* 2011, to participate in Paryushan Festival at
Jain Centre of Greater Boston and promote Jain studies at US
Universities.
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Inauguration of the First ISJS Centre of Jain Studies at
Claremont Lincoln University California

The first ISJS Centre of Jain Studies was inaugurated at Claremont
Lincoln University on Sept 6® 2011. The program started with a
formal welcome lunch hosted by Prof. to ISJS team consisting of
Dr. Sulekh Jain, Dr. Shugan Jain, Mrs. Pramoda Behn and Shree
Dilip Shah and attended by Prof. Dan Smith (VCU), President of
CLU and Ms Brianne Donaldson, Chairperson Jain Centre
exploratory committee of CLU. The formal inauguration started
with a welcome breakfast at 8AM on Sept 6%, followed by the
inaugural function attended by hundreds of Jains from Los Angeles
area, faculty, ISSJS alumni on CLU, Chairman and President of
CLU and a large pool of Media representatives.On that occasion,
ISJS also presented over 100 Jain books for CLU library with
promise of more to follow. CLU also expressed their sincere thanks
for the first non-Abrahamic Religion Centre to be opened at CLU.

Lecture on 'Peace, Harmony and Development through AAA
Doctrine of Jainism' at South Asia Institute of Harvard
University on Sept 8" 4PM

Prof. Parimal Patil, head of the SAI organized a lecture on the above
subject by Dr. Shugan Jain. The lecture dealt with the application
of the principles of Ahirhsa, Anekanta and Aparigraha (AAA) of
Jains to achieve peace, social harmony and all round sustainable
develop’mént and how historically Jain Spiritual leaders and
luminaries applied these principles to achieve these objectives.

~ Visiting Yale University Dept of Religious Studies, New Haven
Connecticut

ISJS team consisting of Dr. Shugan Jain, Dr Khasgiwala and Shree
Kulbhusan Jain visited Yale University on Sept 12" to enhance
cooperation between ISJS and the prestigious Yale University. The
ISJS delegation met Prof. Phyllis Granoff (Head, Dept of Religious
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studies and a renowned Jain Scholar), Ms Ellen Gogh and Ms Lynna
Dhanani both ISSJS alumni and now completing their Ph.D. studies
at Yale in Jainism and some Yale students interested in Jain studies.
ISJS extended a warm invitation to Prof Granoff to ISSJS 2012 as
expert faculty and some students as participants as well.

Lectures at Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU)
Richmond Virginia (Sept 13" and 14")

Dr. Shugan Jain delivered two lectures on ‘Introduction to J ainism’
and ‘Religion and Non violence based ethics of J ainism’ to students
of VCU. The lectures were attended by over two hundred students
from VCU and several Jain Community members from Richmond
also. Both the lectures were followed by extensive discussions with
the students as well.

The lectures were also taken as an opportunity to introduce ISSJS
2012 programs. These lectures were organized by Prof. Dan Smith
of VCU who is an alumnus of ISJS 2010.

Dasalaksana Pajas and lectures at Jain Centre of Greater
Boston

During the stay at Boston, ten days program consisted of guiding
the host Jain community as well as participate in the special poojas

of Dasalaksana. In the evening there were delivered a series of
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lectures. These lectures, consisted of two parts, namely explain the
Spiritual Virtue identified /associated on that particular day (e.g.
Supreme Forgiveness, humility, straightforwardness, cleanliness,
truth, self restraint, austerities, giving up, solitariness and celibacy)
and the texts Astapahuda by Acarya Kund Kund. Overall all and
one expressed joy and satisfaction with the entire program. ISJS
and Shugan Jain thanked the management of Jain Centre of Greater
Boston, particularly their president Smt. Arti Shah, Dr. Chandra
Khasgiwal, Mr. Kul Bhushan Jain (along with his wife, children
and mother particularly for their excellent hospitality at their home)
and Mr. Rasik Vagadia for making the visit happened and provide
extraordinary hospitality throughout.

Other important meetings

On Sept 15" important meetings were held with Dr. Sushil Jain,
President JAINA and Shree Narendra Jain Chairman, IDJO, USA
to exchange notes about the working of ISJS and the present
scenario of Jain studies and JAINA in USA. ISJS thanked Shree
Akinchan Jain and his wife Namrata Jain to make these meetings
and stay at Washington extremely enjoyable. On Sept 16", meetings
were held in Philadelphia with Prof. Gary. Francione, an expert
speaker /faculty resource of ISJS and member of ISJS, USA AC
and Shree Dilip Shah, a senior functionary of ISJS USA and ex-
President of JAI, USA to apprise each other about ISJS and
academic studies in USA along with ways and means to enhance
the reach of ISJS.

k%
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OUR IMPORTANT PUBLICATIONS

Jaina Sahitya Ka Brhad Itihasa, Vol.I-Vol. VII, Rs. 1430.00
.Hindi Jaina Sahitya Ka Brhad Itihasa,Vol.I-Vol. III

Dr. Shitikanth Mishra . Rs. 1270.00
Jaina Pratima Vijfiana

Prof. M.N.P. Tiwari Rs.300.00
Jaina Dharma DarSana

Dr. Mohanlal Mehta Rs.200.00
Rsibhasita

Dr. Sagarmal Jain Rs.60.00
Sthanakavasi Jaina Parampara Ka Itihasa

Dr. S. M. Jain & Dr. Vijaya Kumar Rs. 500.00
Studies in Jaina Philosophy

Dr. Nathmal Tatia Rs.200.00
Theaory of Reality in Jaina Philosophy

Dr.J.C. Sikdar - Rs. 300.00
Doctrine of Karma in Jaina Philosophy

H.V. Glasenapp , Rs. 150.00
Jainism: The Oldest Living Religion

Dr. Jyoti Prasad Jain Rs.40.00
‘Scientific Contents in Prakrit Canons

Dr.N.L.Jain Rs.400.00
Pearls of Jaina Wisdom

Editors: Dr. S. M. Jain & Dr. S. P Pandey Rs. 120.00
Studies in Jaina Art

Dr. U.P. Shah Rs. 300.00
Dr. C. Krause: Her Life and LiteratureVol. I

Editor : Dr. S. P. Pandey Rs.500. $40-00
Jainism in a Global Perspective

Editors: Dr. S.M. Jain & Dr. S.P. Pandey Rs.400.00. $ 19.00
Multi—dimensional‘Application of Anekantavada

Editors: Dr.S.M. Jain & Dr. S.P. Pandey Rs. 500.00, $20.00
Advanced Glossary of Jaina Terms

Dr.N.L.Jain _ Rs. 300.00
Cara Tirthankara

Pt. Sukhlal Sanghvi Rs. 60.00
Uttaradhyayana-Sutra: Eka PariSilana (Gujrati)

Dr.S.L.Jain & Trans. A. Santilal Joshi Rs.300.00
Jains Today in the World

Pierre Paul Amiel- Rs. 500.00

Kasayapahuda (Chapters on Passion)

Dr.N.L.Jain Rs. 300.00
Jaina Karmagrantha Part -I-III (Pt. Sukhlal Sanghvi) Rs. 400.00
Encyclopaedia of Jaina Studies #

Vol.I(Art & Architecture) Rs.4000.00, $100.00

Parshwanath Vidyapeeth, I.T.I. Road, Karaundi, Varanasi-5
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