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CONCEPT OF NIKSEPA (POSITING) IN

JAINA PHILOSOPHY
Dr. Shriprakash Pandey

In Jaina philosophy, to determine the actual meaning of word
(vacyartha), there are two principal theories i.e. (1) Theory of Naya
(Standpoints/viewpoints) and (2) Niksepa (positing/syrabols/; mports
of words). Here, I would deal with Niksepa.

Language is means of communication. All practical intercourse or
exchange of knowledge has language for its chief instrument.
Language is a constituent of words. When it is couched or embodied
in language, intangible knowledge becomes tangible and hence
conveyable. We know that the language is made of words. There are
numerous languages which constituent millions of words. Each
.language use different words for communication and to explain the
objécts. A word expresses numerous modes and shades of its import.
For the expression of such modes and shades the selfsame word is
qualified by a number of adjuncts. In other words one and the same
word used, is employed to yield several meanings depending on the
purpose of context. For example, in our communication, we use the
word ‘Raja’ in many senses. ‘Raja may be the name of an individual,
‘Raja’ may be an actor playing the role of a king in a drama, it may
be used for someone who happened to be a king in the past, the
present king or the would be king. But unless we know the context
in which word Raja is used, it is difficult to understand the exact
content of the word. It is therefore, necessary to have knowledge of
the use of language and the definite content of the meaning of the
words that we use. Here comes the function of Niksepa. According
to Acarya Yasovijaya Niksepa is that specific (verbal) construct
which eliminates the irrelevant and applies appropriately the relevant
meaning of the word as per context." In fact, the function of Niksepa
is to determine the meaning of the word in the same context in
which the word is spoken. The essence of the Niksepavada is to
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study the iﬁiplications of the meanings in the words and in their
definiteness and to try to find out the implication of the words in
meaning.

Niksepais also used in the sense of Nyasa where it means implication
and clarification.

Background:

The method of Niksepa was developed in the Agamic period itself.
In the speculative period and also in the period of logical development,
the method continued to flourish. While rhetorics gives the method
of determining the particular meaning of a multi-sensed word, it is
only the commentaries on the Jaina Agamas, which give the method
of determining the intended meaning of a uni-sensed word. This
method is useful not only for the treatises on logic but the analytic
approach of this method has a universal utility in that it is a valuable
instrument for defining the intended meaning and purpose of any
systematic treatise on any subject.?

If we go through the development of the knowledge and practical
behaviour including verbal expression, we find that primarily - the
object in its wholeness is known through valid cognition (Pramana),
and subsequently the same object is cognised in parts through the
Nayas (viewpoints/standpoints). All our knowledge is synthetic in
the beginning, and becomes analytic at the next stage. When we
know anything obviously we name if. For example, a thing of
partidtilar shape and capable;of holding water is named as 'jar'. This
nomenclature is responsible for the relationship of denotativé and
denotatum between the word 'jar’ and its referent (the objective jar).
This is the initial stage of word-meaning relationship which
undergoes semantic expansion in due course. Thus a drawing or a
picture of a jar, though incapable of carrying water, is also called
jar; likewise a mass of clay and a potsherd is also called jar. At this
stage of semantic expansion it becomes imperative to ascertain the
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inténdcd meaning of a word precisely-in a particular context of its
use. This method of knowing the intended meaning is called Niksepa.®

The Basis of Niksepa

The basis of niksepacan be analyzed into four aspects as (1) primary
(pradhana), (2) secondary (apradhana), (3) imagined (kalpita) and
un-imagined (akalpita). Out of ndma, sthapana, dravya and bhava,
bhava, is un-imagined drsti, hence it is primary. Other three are
being concerned with the mental constructions fall into primary.*
These three are expressions, which are primarily concerned with
grammatical and linguistic analysis of the statements and not so
much with the expositions of the nature of the object.

Utility of Niksepa

Niksepais dialectical technique. According to Anuyogadvara-siitra
the main function of niksepa is to clear the meaning and to find a
definite meaning of the words. The function of niksepa as
Laghiyastraya® describes is to remove the inadequate meaning of a
word and to present the exact meaning. It removes the ignorance;
doubt or perversity of meaning and determines the exact meaning of
the word used. Pt. Sukhalalji Sanghvi in his commentary on
Tattvarthasitra writes, ' the chief medium of all the human conduct
and transaction of knowledge is language. According to the intention
of the speaker and the given context, the same word may be used in
different meanings. In any case, four meanings at least are had by
each and every word. It is these four meanings. that are the four
classification of its general meaning. This classification is known
as niksepa by knowing which the intention of the speaker is easily
and clearly known.®

On account of the definition of the niksepa, a natural question arises
as to what is the necessity of the theory of niksepa in the logical
analysis of the meaning of the term, when the theories like Pramana
(valid knowledge) and Naya (theory of standpoint) are already
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introduced by Jaina Acaryas for the valid knowledge of the nature
of the object?

The answer is that pramana and naya are concerned with the knowledge
of the object fully or partially respectively, but niksepa is more
concerned with linguistic use of the words and their meanings. It is
a dialectical technique. The utterance of a word expresses the meaning
that the speaker intends to in addition to the meaning that accrues to
the word. :

The unintended meanings of the words create confusion and ambiguity
in the use of the words. For the knowledge of an object we depend
on language, which has its limitations. The language sometimes
presents difficulties in understanding the connotation of the word
because the real meaning and the meaning, which the speaker intends,
may differ. Therefore, the meaning of the words can be considered
as of two types: (1) Primary meaning, and (2) Secondary meaning.
To make a distinction between the two, it is important to analyze the
linguistic function of niksepa. This function is performed by four
types of niksepai.e. nama, sthapana, dravya and bhava. The object
of these different forms of niksepa is primarily to dispel errors and
misunderstandings about the meaning of the words used to explain
the things.

The types of Niksepa

Tattvartha-sitra lists four categories of positing i.e. ‘nama-sthapana-
dravya-bhavatas tannyasah’’

Niksepa is of four types:

" (1) Nama-niksepa (Namal Positing)

(2) Sthapana-niksepa (Representational Positing)

(3) Dravya-niksepa (Substantive Positing)

(4) Bhava-niksepa (Modal Positing)

We have one more classification of niksepa based on Varganas.
Accordingly there are six types of Vargana-niksepa®:
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1. Nama-vargana

2. Sthapana-vargana
3. Dravya-vargana
4. Ksetra-vargana

5. Kala-vargana, and
6. Bhava-vargana

In Satkhandigama and Dhavala all the prakaranas are defined having
used these six types of niksepas. In Slokavartika?, Vidyananda
maintains that there may be infinite number of Niksepas but all can
be included in above mentioned four types of Niksepas maintained
by Tattvartha-sitra. '

(1) Nama-niksepa'® (Namal Positing)

The namal positing refers to the name especially the proper name
arbitrarily given to an object or person without considering its
etymological meaning and irrespective of the qualities suggested by
the name. Mostly it is gathered on the basis of convention set up by
the father, mother or some other people. For example the name of
an ugly person may be ‘Sudarsana’ (good-looking) or the name of a
very poor person may be Laksmi Narayana. However, if the names
given to the individuals do acquire the connotation suggested by the
name, it would be bhava-niksepa, The namal positing refers to proper
names, but some proper names have their various modes of
expressions or synonyms suggesting different meanings. For example
Indrais also called Devendra, Surendra, Purandara, Sakra etc. But a
proper name given to an individual or a cowman (Gopalaputra) cannot
be exchanged to any one of these synonyms. Indra is always called
Indra. The words which are meaningless or who evolved accidentally
like Dittha and Davittha, when used as symbols (sariketa), are called
nama. Thus the identity of name with its object is conventional
(upacaratah).

With points of view of time (kala) Nama-niksepa has two aspects:
one is permanent and the other is temporary. The names, which are
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permanent given to the eternal objects, refer to Sasvata-nama-niksepa
(eternal namal positing) as Siddhasila (abode of liberated souls),
Sirya (Sun), Loka (the universe) etc. In the case where there are
modifications and developments, it is temporary or A§asvata-nama-
niksepa (non-eternal namal positing). From the point of view of
Meru etc, it lasts as long as the objects, whereas in case of the
names like ‘ Devadatta’etc. they do not last as long as object because
these names are changed even if the object is existent..

Types of Nama-niksepa'?

(1) Jatinama (Name Indicating Generality)

The Samanya (generality) which is characterized by existence
(tadbhava) and similarity (sadr§ya) is called Jati e.g. cow, man,
ghata (pitcher), pata (cloth) etc.

(2) Dravya-nama (Name Indicating Substance)

It is of tow types:

(i) Samavaya-dravya (Name indicating inherent Substance)
Which is inherent and relatively identical with substance is called
samavaya-dravya. For instance: to call one-eyed person, as Kana
(blind with one eye) is samavaya-dravya-nama niksepa. In this
instance, a blind man’s eye is inherent in the substance (the man as
a whole).

(ii) Samyoga-dravya-nama (Name indicating union with
Substance)

When we name a thing due to its union with any independent
substance it is called sarmyoga-dravya-nama. For instance darida
(stick), chatra (umbrella) etc. are independent existing substance
but the person who possesses darida and chatra is called daridi and
chatri respectively.

It is of eight types:

With regard to one and many Jivas (souls) and Ajivas (non-souls)
with union and predication made about them, there can be only eight
types of predication: ‘
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(i) Eka-jiva (one soul), (ii) Nana-jiva (many souls), (iii) Eka-ajiva
(one non-soul), (iv) Nana-ajiva (many-non-souls), (v) Eka-jiva-eka-
ajiva (one soul one non-soul), (vi) Eka-jiva-nana-ajiva (one soul
many non-souls), (vii) Nana-jiva-eka-ajiva (many souls and one
non-souls), (viii) Nana-jiva-nana-ajiva (many-souls many non-
souls).

(3) Guna-vacaka-nama (Name indicating qualities)

That which is opposite and non-opposite to modes is called quality
(guna) e.g. a black blooded person is called Krsna-rudhira(one whose
blood is black). These names are given due to qualities like black,
red, etc., the substance has. ‘

(4) Kriya-nama (Name indicating action)

When a person is named on the basis of his activity or occupation it
is called kriya-nama. For example: one who sings, is called singer,
one who dance is called dancer etc.

(2) Sthapana-niksepa' (Representational Positing)

Sthapana Niksepa refers to the identification of the meaning with
the word. When in a copy, statue, photograph or picture of an object,
we superimpose or establish the real meaning of the object and
designate them by that very name, then there is Representational
Positing (Sthapana-niksepa) viz. to call Jinaimage as Jina, Buddha
image as Buddha etc. Here we employ the term ‘Jina’ or ‘Buddha’
in the sense of the representation of the real Jina or Buddha (as
God). It lasts for a short in a picture etc. but lasts as long as the
object in the image etc. According to Representational positing the
first category of truth, the soul, can be analyzed as follows:

An object, for instance a statue or printing, may be treated as if it
were a soul thought it is a soul only symbolically.

Sthapana-niksepais of two types: 1. Tadékéra—stbépéné—n&sepa and
2. Atadikara-sthapana-niksepa.'* Dhavala enumerates Sadbhava-
sthapana and Asadbhava-sthapana as its two types.'®
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(1) Tadakara Sthapana Niksepa (Similar Representational
Positing)

If the meaning of an object is similar to the object it is called tadakara-
sthapana-niksepa (Similar Representational Positing). For example
to identify the picture of Devadatta as Devadatta or picture of
Mahavira as Mahavira is called tadakara-sthapana-niksepa. It is also
called sadbhavana niksepa.

Dhavala"® describes eleven types of Tadakara-sthapana-niksepaon
the basis of means and medium of which an image/ object is
established.

(i) Kastha-karma: when the image of one, two, three and four
legged creatures are carved at wooden panels, it is called Kastha-
karma.

(ii) Citra-karma: When these four types of images are sketched
on the wall, cloth and a pillar by ochre etc. is called Citra-karma.

(iii) Pota-karma: When the image of elephant, horse, man, womer,
bullock, lion etc. is carved on the special piece of cloth, it is called
Pota-karma.

(iv) Lepya-karma: to sketch the figures by the paste of clay, chalk,
sand etc. is called Lepya-karma.

(v) Layana-karma: to engrave an image on the portion of a mountain
is Layanakarma.

(vi) Saila-karma: to engrave an image on the rock is called Saila-
karma.

(vii) Grha-karma: (o prepare an image with the help of brick and
piece of stone is called Grha-karma.

(viii) Bhitti-karma: similar to wall, the image made of straw, is
called Bhitti-karma.
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(ix) Danta-karma: the image engraved on the teeth of elephant is
called Danta-karma.

(x) Bhenda-karma: the image made of cotton and clay is called
Bherida-karma.

(xi) Anya-karma: Casting images through the other mediums by
molding process, like copper, silver, gold, aluminum etc. is called
anya-karma.

(2) Atadakara-sthapana-niksepa (Dissimilar Reprosentaﬁonal
Positing) '

If the meaning of an object is dissimilar to the object, it is called
atadakara-sthapana-niksepa (dissimilar representational positing).
For example the signs if chess i.e. raja (king), vajira, (minister),
hathi (elephant) etc. Here we superimpose the meaning of the king,
minister, elephant etc. in the dissimilar objects of the chess. It is
also called asadbhavana niksepa.

(3) Dravya-Niksepa'” (Substantive Positing)

Dravya-niksepa does not refer to the mental, the physical element,
like the intention as to the nature of the object. That which is the
cause of the past or the future; or that which expresses the state of
the object in one of the transferable forms, like, past as used in the
present is called dravya-niksepa (substantive positing). For example
to call Indra to one who has once experienced the state of Indra, or
will experience the state of Indra in future, or the person who has
been teacher once in past and presently is retired from the post of
teacher, to call him at present as teacher is dravya-niksepa. According
to dravya-niksepa the first category of truth, the soul, can be analyzed
as follows:

A human soul may be called a celestial soul if it occupied a celestial
body in a past life or is likely to occupy such a body in a future
life.
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Some times dravya-niksepais used to indicate the sense of secondary,
just as one who crushes the burning charcoal is called Dravyacarya.
Here dravyacarya means secondary (apradhana) acaryabecause he
does not possesses the quality of the (pradhana) carya.'® Dravyais
also used to indicate the negation of conscious activity (upayoga-
Sinyata or dravya-kriya) e.g. the worship of Jina even though done
with devotion yet performed in unmethodical way characterized by
the desire for this world (loka) and the other world (paraloka) and
not free from the desire is called dravya-kriya, which does not cause
liberation. B

The scope of dravya-niksepais much wider. It covers the expressions
relating to the past or the future as projected into the present tense.
The would be king is also called king and when the king is dead his
body is also referred to the king.

Dravya-niksepa is of two'® types:
(1) Agama-dravya-niksepa
(2) No-agama-dravya-niksepa

Agama-dravya-niksepa refers to the implication of the meanings
and the cognitive content of the meaning rather than the exact
expressed form of the knowledge. The subject matter of agama-
dravya-niksepa is that jiva (soul) who knows about any particular
scripture but he is not utilizing the knowledge of the same presently.
Of course, he had been utilizing it in the past and will utilize in
future, yet he is called as $astrajiia (one who possesses the knowledge
of the scripture®. Agama-dravya-niksepa is of nine?' types:

1.Sthita, 2. jita, 3.Paricita, 4. Vacanopagata, 5. Sutrasama, 6.
Arthasama, 7. Granthasama, 8. Namasama and 9. Ghosasama.

2. No-agama-dravya-niksepa:

That, which is different from Agama, is called No-agama-dravya-
niksepa. It is divided into three categories:
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(i) Jiia-Sarira, (ii) Bhavya-sarira and (iii) Tadvyatirikta®

Jia-Sarira or Jidyaka-Sarira is that body through which the soul
(Atman) knows. When we see the dead body of a learned man, we
say ‘he was a learned man’. Here it is jiia-Sarira no-agama-dravya-
niksepa. When the present embodied soul is to be a learned man in
future, it is called bhavya-Sarira. For instance, by observing the
lustrous qualities of the body and characteristics of the child
Devadatta, we proclaim that he would be a learned Devadatta. This
is bhavya-Sarira no-agama dravya-niksepa.

These two types of niksepalay emphasis on body of the soul, which
is only the medium. In the third, the emphasis is not so much on the
body, but on the bodily activities, like movement of the hands etc.
For instance when an ascetic is préaching, he may make gesture
with hands. These gestures are tad-vyatirikta no-dgama-dravya-
niksepa.

The JAayaka-Sarira-no-karma is further divided into three sub-
categories i.e. Bhiita, Vartamana and Bhavi.

(i) Bhuta: On the basis of past body (last birth) to call a present
embodied soul as jiata (knower), e.g. to call the body of Marica as
Bhagavana Mahavira on the basis of his last birth, is bhiata-no-
agama-dravya-niksepa.

(ii) Vartamana: to call the present body of that same jfiata as jia

is vartamana-no-agama-dravya-niksepa.

(iii) Bhavi: If the same embodied soul is called jAata keeping in
view the existence of his body in future, is bhavi-no-agama-dravya-
niksepa.

Out of past, present and future body of the soul, the past body is of
three? types:

a) Cyuta (Released body after complete fruition of Age-determining-
karma (Ayusya-karma). :
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b) Cyavita (Body compelled to release by suicide)

c¢) Tyakta (Released body after religious death (samadhimarana),
through meditation).

All these three bodies concerned after death are called bhita. The
last tyakta-sarira is of three 24 types:

(i) Bhakta-pratyakhyana: During the meditation, before the death
comes, the sadhaka serves his body himself and get his body served
by others. It is called bhakta-pratyakhyana.

(ii) Ingini: During the meditation when the sadhaka serve. s body
and do not allow others to serve, then it is called Irigini.

(iii) Prayopagamana: when the sadhaka neither himself serves his
body nor let others to serve him and lies on one side static like a
wooden piece, it is called prayopagamana.

Out of these three kinds of meditation, the first one, Bhakta-
pratyakhyana is further divided on the basis of duration in three

types:
A) Uttama: When the sadhaka gradually reduces his food day by

day for twelve years and then releases his body finally , it is called
Uttama.

B) Jaghanya: At the last hours, when the sadhaka leaves food
only for one muhiirta (48 minutes) just before the death, it is called
Jjaghanya.

C) Madhyama: To release the body after gradually decreasing the
food for
* (4) Bhava-niksepa?® (Modal Positing)

The meaning, which satisfies the etymology of the corcerned word,
is a called Bhava-niksepa (Modal Positing). In other words the
meaning of the word accomplished by its actual state is bhava-
niksepa. ‘Vartamana paryayayopalaksitam dravyam bhavah’. The
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substance with present modes is bhava. According to this niksepa,
to call a rich man as Laksmipati (lord of Laksmi, the goddcés of
wealth) or to call a person as Sevaka who is actually serving one or
a teacher who is actually engaged in teaching in classroom.2®
According to bhidva-niksepa the first category of truth, the soul, can
be analyzed as follows:

The living thing may be called a soul, pointing to its actual state
now.

It is also divided into two types:

(i) Agama-bhava-niksepa and (ii) No-agama-bhava-niksepa. The
learned man who is teacher and useful as teacher may be called
teacher, is instance of ﬁgama-bbéiva—nik,scpa and the teacher while
engaged in teaching may be considered a teacher by the point of
view of no-agama-bhava-niksepa. It has also three forms:?’ (1)
Laukika, (2) Kupravacanikaand (3) Lokottara.

(1) Laukika: for instance, according to common parlance of
language ‘ Sriphala’is auspicious.

(2) Kupravacanika: for instance, according to it ‘Vinayaka™
(Ganesa) is called auspicious.

(3) Lokottara: from the ultimate point of view religion with jiiana
(knowledge), darSana (faith) and caritra (conduct).

The function of bhiva-niksepa is primarily concerned with the
expression of the present state and the mode of the object.

These are the four types of niksepa through which everything is
expressed. Though, there is infinite number of linguistic expressions,
but every expression has to be in the form of four niksepas.

Inter-relation between Nama, Sthapana, Dravya and Bhava

Defining the inter-relation of this niksepa, Upadhyaya YaSovijaya
maintains that except bhava-niksepa, all exist in all the three. The
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nama, for example, is common in every object, which is named
(namavana), representations (sthapana) and in the substance. To be
devoid of bhavais the characteristics of sthapana and it is equally in

-all the three, because all the three are devoid of bhava. The dravya
(substance) also exists in the nama, sthapanaand dravya, because it
is the substance, which is named, and of which representation is
made, and, of course the substance in the substance itself is present
by its very nature. Therefore, it is improper to distinguish them as
they are devoid of any contradictory quality.

Nevertheless, they possessed of contradictory qualities, e.g. the
representational (sthapana) is different from namal (nama) and
substantive (dravya) positing. Because in sthapana, we have the form
(akara), intention (abhipraya), conception (buddhi), action (kriya)
and the resultant (phala-dar$ana) e.g. in the sthapana of Indra, the
form as being possessed of thousand eyes. The intention of that
person who gave form to the sthapana of Indra was to make the real
Indra. The person who sees the form understands it as Indra
undoubtedly. It is also seen that the devotees bow to that form of
Indra and get the desired objects i.e. birth of son etc. This is observed
neither in nama-Indra nor the dravya-Indra; On account of these
characteristics, representational positing (sthapana) is different from
that of namal (nama) and substantive (dravya) positing.

Similarly, the dravya-niksepa being potential cause of the bhava-
niksepais also different from nama and sthapana. Therefore, as the
milk and the buttermilk are identical from the point of view of
whiteness yet, there are different from the point of view of sweetness
etc.; similarly, the nama etc., though identical from one point of

view, are different from another point of view.?®

Now a question arises that if the bhavais the object then what is the
use of accepting nama, etc., which are devoid of dravya?

The answer is that even nama etc. are the modes (paryaya) of
abject and therefore, in general, they also are not excluded from
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the bhava. When one says Indra without adding any qualification
then at first, generally we mean all four- nama, sthapanaetc. After
that being qualified with the context, it is known specially. The
nama, sthapana etc. are used as the cause of the bhava-niksepa,
because the emotions are aroused with the sthapana of Jinain the
name of Jina or looking the sight of the body (dravya) of a dead .
Jaina monk. Of course the three -the nama etc. alone are not the
immediate and unfailing cause of exciting the emotions and
therefore, the old acaryas accept the superiority of the bhava-
niksepa, which is the immediate and unfailing cause. Acarya
YaSovijaya emphasizes that all four types of niksepa are equally
important. If the name of the pitcher were not the characteristic of
the pitcher, then it would not be indicator of it; because it is the
cause of relation of identity with one, which is not different from
it. Therefore, every thing is in the form of name. Everything has
a form of its own whether it is intelligence, words or the pitcher.
The form of blue and the particular posture is proved by the

experience.?®

Everything is substantial (dravya) because every where the substance
is experienced as the cause of the manifestation and the concealment
and free from all modifications like a snake which sometimes being
coiled raises his hood and sometimes contracts his body. But in
every stdgé the substance snake is the same. Therefore, all things
are substantive.

Similarly, all things are of the nature of bhava because there is
continuous chain of changing modes one after another and all are
related with cause and effect. Thus all the objects are of the nature
of namadi-catustaya (nama-shapana, dravya and bhava). So for as
substance and modes are concerned nama, sthapana and dravya-
niksepa are all concerned with the substance and its attributes, while
bhava-niksepa has reference to its modes.
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The Relation and arrangement of Niksepa with Naya

The relation between niksepa and naya is that of the relation of
object and expression of its qualities. Naya is epistemological
(jianatmaka) while niksepais concerned with the expression of the
contents of knowledge through language.

There are two broad categories of Naya (standpoints) i.e. (I)
Dravyarthika Naya (substantial standpoint)- those concerned with
understanding of substance and (2) Paryayarthika Naya (modal
standpoint)-those concerned with the understanding of modes. There
are two traditions in understanding these nayas. The first agamic
tradition represented by Jinabhadragani KsamaSramana, enumerates
naigama, samgraha, vyavahara within dravyarthika-naya while
rjusiitra and $abda, samabhiridha and evambhiita nayas, according
to him, refers to paryayarthika naya. The second logical tradition
represented by Siddhasena Divakara, enumerates Samgraha and
Vyavahara within dravyarthika and rest in paryayarthika naya. As
for niksepas are concerned, nama, sthapana and dravya are
incorporated in dravyarthika-naya® while bhava-niksepa refers to
the paryayarthika-naya. This is the Siddhasena Divakara’s contention,
which is referred by revered Jinabhadragani KsamaSramana in his
ViSesavasyaka-Bhasya. Jinabhadragani justifying his view of niksepa
(positing) on namaskara says that ‘Sabda, samabhirudha, and
evambhiita accept bhava-niksepa (modal positing) and remaining
nayas entertain all the four types of niksepa. Some others hold that
[jusiitra-naya subjects to only nama and bhava-niksepa®'. But this
is not so; because Anuyogadvara-sitraclearly mentions that jusitra-
nayasubjects to dravya-niksepa.*?

When rjusiitra-naya considers the lump of the gold as the cause of
the different shapes (necklace etc.) of the gold, there is no reason
why it would discord the sthapana of the Indra which has the shape
of Indra and by looking at which the word Indra is uttered. In this
way rjusitra-naya accepts nama and sthapana also. Some others
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maintain that sariigraha and vyavahara-nayaexcept sthapana, subject
to remaining three (nama, dravya and bhava). But this view is not
free from defects. It must be accepted that either generic (Sarhgrahika)
or the non-generic-naigama (asarhgrahika-naigama) does accept the
sthapana-niksepa, because the acceptance of the sthapana is not
prohibited in substantial viewpoint (dravyarthika-naya) except in
the generic (sarhgraha) and empirical-viewpoint (vyavahara-naya).

Generally, nama-niksepa subjects to naigama, samgraha and
vyavahara, enumerated in dravyarthika-naya. As nama-niksepa is
meant for naming the objects, it is related with substance only. Modes
cannot be subject matter of nama-niksepa because they are always
changing. Here a question may arise that if all the three types of
Sabda-nayas are paryayarthika, then how the nama-niksepa works
there? Answer is that meaning is not important but words are
important there. The word is in itself a mode. Therefore that which
subjects to modes is. paryayarthika.

The subject matter of sthapana niksepais dravyarthika-naya(naigama,
sammgraha, vyavahara) only, because, from tadikara (similar) and
atadakara (dissimilar) niksepa the substance is referred. Substance
cannot be established in modes. Without the existence of the object
in which the representation (sthapana) is made, sthapana-niksepa
cannot be proved.

Dravya-niksepais undoubtedly dravyarthika (sarhgraha, vyavahara)
because unless the existence of substance, which is traikalika (existing
in past, present and future), is not justified, the unity between the
three states cannot be proved.

Bhava-niksepa subjects to modes (parydya) particularly to
evambhiita-naya.

Niksepa with reference to Soul:

Soul named as soul is called nama-niksepa of soul: the sthapana-
niksepa of the soul is the sthapana of gods etc., the bhava-niksepa
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of the soul is possessed of the subsidence of the knowledge -
obscuring karmas. Thus these three nikespas are possible with
reference to soul but not the dravya-niksepa. This would be possible,
if only who is not soul at present would become a soul in future,
just as one who is not god in the present is to become god in future
and that is called dravya-niksepa of god. But this cannot be accepted
because the existence of knowledge in a soul is considered to be
without beginning and without end. But if we imagine a soul, to be
devoid of qualities and modes but possessed of a beginningless
knowledge, then this would be a nonexistent thing. In this way only
a liberated soul would be a real soul and no other soul- therefore,
this point of view is also not free from defects, as elaborated by the
commentator of Tattvartha.3® One should keep in his mind that all
mundane souls would be substantial but they would not be
contradictory to real because it is held that the name etc. of an object
are invariably concomitant with the real.3¢

Thus, niksepas are very useful to understand the actual meaning of
the word used in the given context. For example, when watching a
student entering in a classroom, we say ‘ Rdja came’, the meaning
of this statement is different from that when we say ‘Raja came’
watching any boy playing the role nf a king at the stage of a drama.
In first instance the Raja is the name of the student while in second
instance he is an artist playing the role of the king. Even today, we
use the phrase like ‘Maharaja Gwalior’ (the king of Gwalior) and
‘Maharaja Benaras’ (the king of Benaras), but at present the meaning
of the phrase is not the same as it was before 1947. Presently it is
considered on the basis of dravya-niksepa while before 1947 it was
considered from the point of view of bhava-niksepa.®®

We have described the above-mentioned account of Niksepa on the
basis of Tattvarthasijtra, Jaina-tarka-bhasa and other Jaina
philosophical works. Mr. Banshidhar Bhatta in his ‘Canonical
Niksepa, Studies in Jaina Dialectics®® has mentioned two major
categories of Niksepa i.e. (i) Canonical Niksepa and (ii) Post
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Canonical Niksepa. In ‘Introduction’ of the book he writes, ‘The
Niksepa plays an important part in the ‘post canonical literature of
Svetambara Jains and in later Digambara works. The post canonical
niksepa is a dialectical technique - and as such itis not only employed
but. also explained. By contrast, the canonical niksepa (niksepa as
found in Svetambara canons) is a pattern or a cluster -of related
patterns, and the very word niksepa does not occur. Niksepas are
found in many dogmatical works of the Jaina canon, but the niksepa
material (canonical niksepa) is mainly found in three works: V yakhya-
prajiiapti, Jivabhigama and Prajiapana. They cover almost half of
the entire Svetambara canons. These three treatises contain less
exegetical matter than several other canonical works. In modern times,
the Bhagavati, one of the most important works amongst the three,
has been studies rather intensively.

The Definition of canonical nik sepa is based on the occurrence of
certain terms called as determinants. Two to five determinants are
used by canonical niksepa, while post canonical may have more
than five. The standard determinants of the canonical niksepa are
‘davva (dravya)’, khetta (ksetra), kala, and bhava. 'These are the
very basis on which the canonical structure is determined. The
canonical niksepa has at least two determinants.

Dr. Bhatta quotes two examples for the rough idea of niksepa:

(i) ‘According to substance, the world has an end; according to space,
the world has an end; according to time, the world has no end;
according to non-physical nature, the world has no end.’

(i1) “The world exists according to substance, space, time, and non-
physical nature. According to space, it is subdivided into hell, world
of human beings and heaven’

Here, substance, space, time, non-physical nature are the
determinants.
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The treatment of different forms of the canonical niksepais mainly
morphological. But there are historical implications as well. Different
dialectical efforts probably stand for different schools in early Jainism,
‘which does not differ much in their views.

~ The subdivisions of niksepa are based on few new terms coined.
There are six terms of this type®”:

S. A ‘Sarira’ and ‘ Agama’

Samukha niksepa with amukhai.e. with programme
Niramukha m'k,scpa without amukha, i.e. without programme
Davvao niksepas introducing the determinants in the ablative

case i.e. davvao (according to substance)

Davva-loga niksepa supplying determinant and catchword in
the form of a compound i.e. davva-loga.

Amukhastyle recurring dialectical pattern, employing
‘programmes’ but not to be classified as niksepa.

Dr. Bhatta has classified the forms of the Niksepas as under:

- . Niksepa
onical
Samitkha Samukha Niramukha Parallels
Pa,mcm\ Irregular Pattern /I
| Davvao Davva-loga Close Remote

Post-canonical

$.A. Classical Miscellaneous
Niksepa
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THE COSMOPOLITAN VISION OF
YASOVIJAYA GANI

Jonardon Ganeri

Two ways of World making

Speaking of a multitude of irreducible “worlds,” Nelson Goodman
draws our attention to the idea that there is no one unique way of
describing, depicting, representing or otherwise capturing in thought
the shared space we inhabit. Made worlds-versions, views, renderings
- differ from one another as a novel might differ from a painting, or
a poem from a news report. If that is right, and if we nevertheless
want to be able to speak of conflict and consistency between worlds,
then our standards of comparison and measures of rightness must
appeal to considerations other than merely correspondence with the
truth. Goodman therefore says that “So long as contrasting right
versions not all reducible to one are countenanced; unity is to be
sought not in an ambivalent or neutral something beneath these
versions but in an overall organization embracing them."'

Goodman’s notion of a made world performs somc of the same
conceptual work as is done by its counterpart in Jainism, the concept
of a naya, a perspective, standpoint or attitude within which
experience is ordered and statements are evaluated. The Jains argue
that diferent philosophy, when they construct different philosophical
systems, emphasize different stand-points.? (cf. Matilal 1998: 133).
With the Jainas foo, a prominent thought is that conflicting right
views are to be brought together not by trying to show that there is,
after all, some single truth underneath, of which the views are but
different modes of presentation, but rather than there is a coordinating
unity above, to which each view makes a proper but partial
contribution.

This familiar distinction between top-down and bottom-up models
of unity is one much in evidence in recent discourses about
cosmopolitanism. In favour of a top-down approach, for example, it
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has been said that “trans-disciplinary knowledge, in the cosmopolitan
cause, is more readily a translational process of culture’s in-between-
ness than a transcendent knowledge of what lies beyond difference,
in some common pursuit of the universality of the human experience.
The idea that different view-points are co-inhabitants in a single
matrix, and to that extent susceptible to syncretism, is what
distinguishes the cosmopolitan vision from pluralism, whose cardinal
tenet is that the irreconcilable absence of consensus is itself something
of political, social or philosophical value.

In early modern India, these thoughts had a political as well as
philosophical importance. For much of the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries, the Sufi doctrine of wahdat al-wujkd (‘Unity of Being’)
guided a quest for a single spiritual vision underpinning all religions.
Hindu texts were translated into Persian in the belief that, suitably
decoded, they could be read as speaking about that divine unity which
was the proper concern of the Islamic mystic. The thought that the
texts of other religions are, in Carl Ernst’s phrase, “hermeneutically
continuous” with the Quran, served as the guiding force in an
extensive translational exercise patronised by the Persianate court
from Akbar through to Dara Shukoh (1615-1659). This project was
certainly neither pluralist nor syncretic, but nevertheless recognised
the existence of a common religious space available for joint
occupation by a plurality of religions. It was a bottom-up approach
to religious cosmopolitanism.

The same period was also, and presumably not coincidentally, a
period of extraordinary innovation and dynamism in the
philosophical activity of indigenous Sanskrit intellectuals. In
particular, there arose a new school of logic, the Navyanyaya, whose
methods and techniques were highly effective and much emulated
throughout the world of Sanskrit scholarship. Training centers for
Navyanyaya flourished in Varanasi. Navadvipa and Mithila,
attracting students from all over the Indian continent and perhaps
even further a field.
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Upadhyaya Yasovijaya Gani (1608-1688 AD)

It is in the context of these political and philosophical movements
that I would like to examine the work of one of Jainism’s great
intellectuals, Yasovijaya Gani . Born in Gujarat in 1624, he died
there in 1688 after a long and varied career. The Gujarat of his day
was home to a diverse trading population, including Arab, Farsi,
Tartar, Armenian, Dutch, French and English mercantile
communities®. Roughly speaking, Yasovijaya Gani’s intellectual
biography can be seen as falling under three heads:

1. An apprenticeship in Varanasi studying Navyanyaya, a period
writing, 2. Jaina philosophical treatises using the techniques and
methods of Navyanyaya, and 3. A time spent writing works with a
markedly spiritual and religious orientation.

Yasovijaya’s extended stay at a Nyaya teaching centre or mathain
Varanasi lasted perhaps twelve years (from around 1642 to about
1654); certainly, it was enough to provide him, according to his
own testament, with a broad knowledge of Navyanyaya and to earn
him the respectable title Nydyavisarada, “One who is skilled in
logic™. According to some accounts, he came to Varanasi in the
company of his teacher Muni Nayavijaya, both having disguised
themselves as Brahmins in order to gain admission to the matha.
Since, however, there are reports of Buddhists from Tibet traveling
to India to study Nyaya, and since, after all, teaching was the chief
livelihood of the Nyaya Pandit, the veracity of this story is open to
doubt. As for the identity of Yasovijaya Gani’s matha, is concerned,
it has been conjectured that it was the one headed by Raghudeva
Nyayalankara, primarily on the basis of the fact that YaSovijaya
" mentions him by name in one of his works, the Astasahasrivi varana .
Raghudeva did live in Varanasi and was a prominent public intellectual
of the period. He was also, though, a Bengali and a pupil of the

famous Bengali Harirama Tarkavagisha. Ya$ovijaya, on the other
hand, frequently evinces a critical attitude towards the founding figure
of Bengali Navyanyaya, Raghunatha Shiromani, even repeating a
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piece of derisive slang about him: “Cursed is the province of Bengal,
where there is the one-eyed Siromani”. I think that his teacher is as
likely to have been another prominent Varanasi Naiyayika of the
same period, Rudra Nyayavacaspati. Rudra belonged to the family
of a renowned Varanasi scholar whose views Raghunatha had
criticised, Vidyanivasa (as Rudra’s brother, Vi§vanatha Paficanana,
tells us). The antagonism between this influential family of
Naiyayikas with strong ties to Varanasi and the followers of
Raghunatha’s new school is perhaps evident in Yasovijaya’s attitudes.

Ata later stage in his career, Ya$ovijaya began to write increasingly
spiritualistic religious treatises, and I will shortly say more about
these. According to the fullest biography of YaSovijaya we have to
date, one of the decisive events in the process leading to this
transformation was YaSovijaya’s meeting with the poet
Anandaghanaji. Before this turn towards the philosophy of the self,
however, YasSovijaya had produced several of the finest works in
Jaina epistemology, including the Jaina-Tarkabhasa and the Jaina
Nyayakhandakhadya, utilising the methods of Navyanydya in a
reformulation of Jaina epistemology. It is of particular interest to
see how Ya$ovijaya takes the Nyaya idea that a single object can
have a variegated colour (citrartipa) - for example, that of a single
pot whose parts are both blue and red - and in particular Raghunatha’s
defense of this idea with the help of the new concept of non-pervasive
location (avyapya-vrttitva), and how he carefully distinguishes this
explanation of the way a single reality can have apparently mutually
excluding properties from the Jaina explanation in terms of non-
Absolutism (anekantavada). The importance of these ideas was not
to be lost in the later works which will be my concern shortly, works
in which a variety of ethical themes are explored within an
anekantavada framework, including the moral and intellectual virtues
worthy of cultivation, the nature of spiritual exercises, the idea of a
spiritual path and its analogy with a medicine for the soul, and the
concept of that self for the benefit of which all these ideas are
developed.
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Secular Intellectual Values

In one of the ethical works, the Jiianasara, YaSovijaya systematically
describes thirty-two moral and intellectual virtues jointly constitutive
of a virtuous character’. Many would be equally familiar to a
Buddhist or Hindu, but two are distinctive: neutrality (madhyasthata)
and groundedness in all view-points (sarvanayasraya). Neutrality is
explained in terms of the dispassionate use of reason: a person who
embodies this virtue follows wherever reason leads, rather than using
reason only to defend prior opinions to which they have already
been attracted.® Yasovijaya stresses that neutrality is not an end in
itself, but rather than it is a means to another end. We adopt a neutral
attitude, he says,.in the hope that this will lead to well-being (hita),
just as someone who knows that one among a group of herbs is
restorative but does not know which one it is, acts reasonably if
they swallow the entire lot.” As we can see from this example,
philosophy is thought of as a medicine for the soul, the value of a
doctrine to be judged by its effectiveness in curing the soul of its
ailments. That is why it can be reasonable to endorse several
philosophical views simultaneously, just as one can take a variety
of complementary medicines.

Béing grounded in all view-points means giving to each view-point
its proper weight within the total picture; it is akin to the “overarching
organisation” in Goodman’s Ways of World-making. The benefit
that accrues from this is again linked to the use of reason, this time
the ability to engage in reasoned discourse. Someone who is so
grounded can enter into a beneficial discussion about religion and
ethics (dharma); otherwise the talk is just empty quarrelling
($uskavada-vivada).'® For YaSovijaya in the Jianasara, the final goal
to which the cultivation of these and the other virtues leads is the
soul’s fulfillment (piirnata), a fulfillment consisting in
‘consciousness, bliss and truth’ (saccidananda).!! The idea that
assuming a neutral attitude towards all views is the way to fulfill
partially the reminiscent of Greek Pyhrronism, where it is argued
that developing an attitude of indiscriminate refusal to assent to any
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view (epoche) is the means, to achieve that tranquility of mind
(ataraxia) necessary for happiness (eudaimonia).

Tolerance and the Critical Evaluation of Others

Paul Dundas (2004) has shown how, in the Dharmapariksa,
YaSovijaya uses the concept of neutrality as the basis for an irenic
strategy towards other religions. Followers of other religious
traditions can be considered as conforming to the true (i.e. Jaina)
path if their attitude towards the doctrines of their own tradition
which is sufficiently non-dogmatic. Dundas worries, reasonably
enough, that in spite of being inclusivist, such a position nevertheless
does still assert the superiority of the Jaina path. Perhaps that is
why, in the Adhyatmopanisat-prakarapa, YaSovijaya advances
another strategy. He now argues that the virtues to which Jainism
gives particular prominence, namely impartiality, neutrality, and non-
onesidedness, are in fact already present in the various non-Jaina
systems, albeit in an only implicit form. For all the systems seek an
“overarching organisation” when it comes to sorting out and
arranging their internal doctrinal claims. All therefore do embody
the quintessential Jaina principles and virtues in their own theoretical
practice, whether or not those principles and virtues receive any
explicit mention in the official meta-theory.

Let me examine this idea in more detail. Yasovijaya argucs ‘that no
body of ‘theory’ (§astra), whether Jaina or non-Jaina, is to be accepted
merely on the basis of sectarian interest. Instead, the theory should
be subject to testing, just as the purity of a sample of gold is
determined by tests involving rubbing, cutting and heating.'? In a
body of theory, the relevant test is to see whether the various
prescriptive and prohibitive statements pertaining to some one issue
‘rub together’, that is to say, whether they cohere with one another
and pull in the same direction.'* For example, in Jainism the
prescriptions concerning religious meditation and the prohibitions
on the use of violence are coordinate and together pull in the direction
of moksa.'* In practice, of course, no reasonably large and complex
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body of theory will meet this test; nor can coherence be manufactured
simply by ‘cutting out’ some statements and keeping others. The
only method for dealing with such apparent incoherences as inevitably
do arise is the method of €onditionalised assertion (syadvada) and
non-onesidedness (anaikantya). To say that the soul is eternal is to
depict human subjectivity in one way; to say that the soul is non-
eternal is to depict it in another: both depictions, in their own way,
gesture at something right about what it is to be a human subject.
YasSovijaya then shows how each of the non-Jaina systems does
incorporate the spirit, if not the latter, of the principle of non-
onesidedness.!’ Referring by name to Samkhya, Vijiianavada
Buddhism, VaiSesika, the three Mimarnsaka schools of Kumarila,
Prabhakara and Murari, and Advaita Vedanta, he concludes that
syadvada is a doctrine of all the systems (syadvadam
sarvatantrikam).'® The Vedantins, for example, say tnat the soul is
both bound and unbound, relativising those statements to the
conventional and the absolute in order to avoid contradiction.
Likewise, Kumarila says that entities are both particular and universal,
conditioning these claims upon aspects of experience. Ya$ovijaya
concludes by bﬁnging- the discussion back to the cultivation of an
attitude of neutrality. All the different systems of belief are equal in
requiring of their practitioners that they adopt an attitude of balance
and coordination; indeed this balance and neutrality is the very point
of $astra. True religious and moral discourse (dharmavada) is based
on this; the rest is just a sort of foolish hopping about (bali$a-
valgana).'” It is worth emphasising that Yasovijaya by no means
considers the doctrines of conditionalised assertion and non-
onesidedness to lead to a laissez-faire relativism, for he explicitly
here dismisses the Carvaka as being too confused in their
understanding of the topic of liberation even to be said to have a
‘view".!® Neutrality does not mean acceptance of every position
whatever, but acceptance only of those which satisfy at least the
migimal criteria of clarity and coherence needed in order legitimately
to constituté a point of view.
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The Self

We have seen that Yadovijaya first identifies certain moral and
intéllectual virtues as being quintessentially Jaina, and how he then
argues that if non-Jaina systems understood the nature of their own
practice more clearly, they would see that they too embed those
virtues in their conception of the philosophical path. I have also
noted that the embodiment of those virtues is thought of as a means
to some further end. In a final step, YaSovijaya argues that the
cquanimity which is the end of the Jaina path is consistent with the
realization of that universal self, consisting of truth, bliss and
consciousness, also spoken of in the Upanisads and the Gita.

In the first chapter of the Adhyatmopanisat-prakarana, YaSovijaya
tells us that there are two different perspectives on the self. From a
strictly etymological perspective, it is the one who performs a variety
of actions and activities. From the perspective of ordinary linguistic
practice, however, it is the mind as endowed with virtuous qualities
like friendliness.” In the second chapter, however, Yasovijaya.
describes the state of true self-awareness in decidedly Upanisadic \
terms, a state which is beyond deep sleep, beyond conceptualisation,
and beyond linguistic representation, and he says that 1t 1s the duty
of any good $astra to point out the ex1stencc and pos31b111ty of such
states of true self-awareness, for they cannot be discovered by reason
or experience alone. How, then, should these t twovisions of the self
be organised, the one consisting in pure “bliss and undivided
consciousness, the other of a multitude of spatially bounded and
active selves? One might have expected Ya$ovijaya to say that both
have their proper place in a non-onesided attitude towards selfhood,
but in fact he gives clear preferential weighting to the unitary
conception of self (a conception which he also identifies, in the final
chapter, with samata, a state of pure equanimity). That comes out
most clearly in the Adhyatmasara, where he states unequivocally
that the apparent multiplicity of selves is an illusion, likening it to
the illusion of a multitude of moons caused by the eye disease timira,
double-vision.?’ Having repeated once again that the self consists in
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truth, consciousness and bliss, he quotes with approval
Bhagavadgita': *“The senses are high, so they say. Higher than the
senses is the mind; higher than the mind is thought; while higher
than thought is He (the soul).”? This is the spiritual fullness which
Ya$ovijaya has told us. It is the outcome of the exercise of neutrality
and groundedness in all view-points. Both the Adhyatmasara and
the Adhyatmopanisat-prakarana, we can note, are sprinkled with
references to the Bhagavadgita and the Upanisads.

Yasovijaya and Dara Shukoh: A Cosmopolitan Ideal in 17'h
Century India

With this synopsis of the development of Ya$ovijaya’s thought, let
me return to the political context in which he lived and in particular
to the religious cosmopolitanism of Dara Shukoh (1615-1659). It
was in 1655 or 1656, at just the time when Ya$ovijaya would have
been finishing up his studies in Varanasi, that Dara Shukoh himself
assembled in Varanasi with a team of the most renowned Sanskrit
pandits to help him execute his plan of translating the Hindu
scriptures, or at least those of them that were “hermeneutically
continuous” with the Quran. He was to supervise the translation
into Persian of fifty-two Upanisads, of the Yogavasistha and of the
Bhagavadgit3, all of which, he believed could be read as speaking
of the divine unity, if one mapped their terminology into that of
Sufism in accordance with the notational isomorphisms he had already
established, in a book entitled The Meeting-Place of the Two Oceans
(Majma-ul-Barhain), the title indicative of a conception of Hinduism
and Islam as coming together at a point of confluence. A translation
into Sanskrit, possibly made by Dara Shukoh himself, is entitled
Samudra-saiigama. In the ‘Preface’ to his translation of the
Upanisads, Dara Shukoh tells us that “As at this period the city of
Benares, which is the centre of the sciences of this community, was
in certain relations with this secker of the Truth [sc. Dara Sukoh],
he assembled together the Pandits and Samnyasis who were the
most learned of their time and proficient in the Upanekhat, he himself
being free from all materialistic motives, translated the essential
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parts of monotheism, which are the Upanekhat, i.e. the secrets to be
concealed, and the end of purport of all the saints of God, in the year
11067 A.H. [1657 C.E.]” (Hasrat 1982: 266).

That Yasovijaya would have had a keen interest in Dara Shukoh’s
inclusivist project, had he known about it, is certain. And it seems
hard to imagine that he could not have known about it given the
high status of the project, which gave employment to a great number
of the most celebrated Sanskrit intellectuals of the day, and given
also its pivotal role in one of the most momentous events of the
epoch, providing Aurangzeb with an excuse to brand Dara Shukoh
a heretic and arrange for his execution (having alreacy imprisoned
their ailing father, Shahjahan), thereby usurping the Mughal throne.
YaSovijaya was eventually to return to Gujarat, but according to a
curious detail in his biography, he went first to Agra and continued
his work there for a few years. Whether true or not, and one cannot
be entirely sure, the detail is indicative of the circulation of both
people and ideas at this time between centers of Islamic and Hindu
intellectual influence.

YaSovijaya, I have suggested, sought a top-down account of the
unity to which the various viewpoints are susceptible, a unity
grounded in a shared appreciation of the intellectual virtues associated
with the “translational process of cultures’ in-betweenness”. I have
also suggested that he felt a considerable pull towards another account
of unity, the bottom-up account represented by his interest in spiritual
unity. This second move would have served to bring his thinking
into line with the “Unity of Being” ideology currently in vogue in
the centres of political power. The tension in Yasovijaya’s conception
of a supra-religious spiritual community is apparent in the way he
invokes that celebrated metaphor of identity-and-difference, the
metaphor of the ocean and its waves. Ya$ovijaya says:

“The divisions born from the [various] standpoints are merged in a
_great universal form, just as the huge waves generated by strong
winds in the ocean.”?
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That seems both to recapitulate the Vedantic use of the image of
waves not different from the body of water that is the ocean and yet
retaining their separate identity?* but also to hint that it is the
emergent pattern produced by the interaction in which the unity is to
be found. The ability to see that picture comes, however, with the
cultivation of the distinctively Jaina virtues of neutrality
(madhyasthata) and impartiality (samata), which for Ya$ovijaya are
the grounding cosmopolitan virtues in a multi-faith community.

Interestingly, Dara Shukoh appeals to the very same metaphor, again
giving it a distinctive twist:

“The inter-relation between water and its waves is the samie as that
between body and soul or as that between $arira and atma. The
combination of waves, in their complete aspect, may be likened to
abul-arwah or paramatma, while water only is like the August
Existence, or suddha or chetan.””

Here we have on display the two rnod¢ls of umty with which I began,

" the top-down model represented by the single pattern created by the
waves in interaction with each other, and the bottom-up model
signified by the body of water itself, to which all the waves belong.
Where one might have expected the Jaina Yasovijaya to espouse the
top-down model, and the Sufi Darza Shukoh the bottom-up model,
what one finds instead is a desire by both to offer some
accommodation of each model. And perhaps, indeed, a robust
religious cosmopolitanism does require there to be space for both a
unifying vision and a vision of unity.
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A 15 Day National Workshop on '‘Research Methodology in
Humanities' (April 11-25, 2015) organised successfully

Parshwanath Vidyapeeth (PV), an eminent institutc of Indology in
general and Jainology in particular, is well known to the academic
world both within and outside India. It is recognized by Banaras
Hindu University for Ph. D. degree and also by Scientific & Industrial
Research Organization, Deptt. of Science and Technology,
Government of India for conducting research.

Basically being a Research Institute, its total emphasis is on
fundamental and result oriented original research in different
branches of Sramana Tradition as well as Indological Studies. In
absence of proper research methodology and research techniques,
the researchers engaged in their research fail to do systematic and
result oriented research even after spending lot of time than scheduled
for research. Research methodology is defined as a systematic
analysis or investigation into the research subject in order to discover
rational and experimental principles, facts, theories, applications and
processes. A successful completion of the research highly depends
on its research methodology. Keeping in view the importance of the
subject Parshwanath Vidyapeeth organised a 15 Day National
Workshop on Research Methodology in Humanitics from 11" to
25" April, 2015.

Digniteries on the dias in the inaugural session of Reserach
Methodology Workshop
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In this workshop the deliberations had confined to the subjects such
as Sanskrit, Prakrit, Pali, Hindi, English, Linguistics, Philosophy
and Religion, History, Ancient History, Culture & Archaeology,
History of Art, Library Sciences, Museology, Education, Geography,
Economics, Sociology.and Law.

There were 115 participants from the different universities, i.e.
Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi; Mahatma Gandhi Kashi
Vidyapeeth, Varanasi; Sampurnanand Sanskrit University, Varanasi;
© LLT., Roorkee; Purvanchal University, Jaunpur; J.J.T. University,
Zuzunu and Barkatullah University, Bhopal.

The Tnaugural function was held on 11" April 2014. Prof. Prithivish
~ Nag, Vice-chancellor, Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith, Varanasi,
was the Chief- Guest, Prof. K. D. Tripathi, Hony. Advisor, Indira
Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, Varanasi presided over this
session and Sh. D. R. Bhansali, a famous Industrialist and
Philanthropist was the Guest of Honour for this inaugural session.

Total 37 lectures were delivered by the experts in this workshop.
These lectures are as follows:

i. Significance and Nature of Research Methodology by Prof. S.
P. Pandey, Head, Deptt. of Philosophy and Religion, BHU, Varanasi.

2. Research Methodology in Different Waysby Prof. Kamal Giri,
Director, Jnan Pravah, Varanasi.

3. Research Ti erminologf by Prof. Rajaneesh Shukla, Department
of Philosophy, Sampurnanand Sanskrit University, Varanasi.

4+5. Research Megthods; Research Methodology by Prof.
Marutinandan Prasad Tiwari, Professor Emeritus, Faculty of Arts,
BHU, Varanasi.

6+7. Academic Writing and Review; E-content Development by
Dr. Sanjay Kumar Tiwari, Academic Staff College, BHU.

8. Bibliometric Study by Shri Ram Kumar Dangi, Assistant
Librarian, Central Library, BHU, Varanasi.
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9+10+11. Qualitative Research; Citation; Referencing and
Bibliography by Prof. Rayi Shankar Singh, Deptt. of Geography,
BHU, Varanasi. ‘

12. Historical Research by Prof. Sitaram Dubey, Former Head,
Deptt. of Ancient Indian History, Culture and Archaeology, BHU,
Varanasi.

13. Pracya Vidya men Sodha Pravidhi by Prof. Hari Shankar
Pandey, Dean, Faculty of Sramana Vidya, Sampurnanand Sanskrit .
University, Varanasi. '

14. Aims and Objective of the Researchby Prof. Rajaram Shukla,
Head, Deptt. of Nyaya Dar§ana, SVDV, BHU, Varanasi-

15+16. Hypothesis; Data Collection by Prof. Usha Rani Tiwari,
Muscology Section, Deptt. of Ancient Indian History, Culture and
Archaeology, BHU, Varanasi.

 17+18. Statistical Analysisby Prof. Sohan Ram Yadav, Head, Depit.
- of Sociology, BHU, Varanasi.

19. Field Research by Prof. Arvind Kumar Joshi, Deptt. of
Sociology, Faculty of Social Sciences, BHU, Varanasi.

20. How to prepare Synopsis by Prof. Ashok Kumar Jain, Deptt.
Jaina-Bauddha Dar$ana, SVDV, BHU, Varanasi.

o~ o

Kathana ki Racanaby Dr. Ashish Tripathi, Deptt. of Hindi, BHU,
Varanasi.

22. Ethical Issues in preparation of Research Reports including
Publications by Prof. B. D. Singh, Former Rector, BHU, Varanasi.

23. Various Aspects of Research: Methods and Methodology by
Prof. R. K. Jha, Deptt. of Philosophy and Religion, BHU, Varanasi.

24. Role of Citation Analysis in Research Discussion on Web of
Science and Scopus by Dr. Vivekanand Jain, Deputy Librarian,
Central Library, BHU, Varanasi.
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25. Writing Style: Referencing, Notes and Citation by Prof. Rana
Gopal Singh, Head, Deptt. of Geography, BHU, Varanasi.

26. Research Methodology in Humanities and Social Sciences:
A Comparative Studyby Prof. D. R. Patanayak, Deptt. of English,
BHU, Varanasi.

27. Review of Literature by Dr. Jyoti Rohilla Rana, Deptt. of
History of Art, BHU, Varanasi.

28. Content Analysis by Prof. Siddharth Singh, Deptt. of Pali and
Buddhist Studies, BHU, Varanasi.

29. Selection of the Topic by Prof. Sachchidanand Mishra, Deplt.
of Philosophy and Religion, BHU, Varanasi.

30. Research and Research Methods by Prof. Bimalendra Kumar,
Former Head, Deptt. of Pali and Buddhist Studies, BHU, Varanasi.

31. Various Aspects of Research in Vedic Literature by Dr.
Upendra Tripathi, Deptt. of Veda, SVDV, BHU, Varanasi.

32+33. Diacritical Marks and Transliteration; Editing and Proof
reading by Dr. S. P. Pandey, Joint Director, Parshwanath
Vidyapeeth, Varanasi.

34+35. Thesis Writing ; Manuscript Editing by Prof. Prabhunath
Dwivedi, Former Head, Deptt. of Sanskrit, Mahatma Gandhi Kashi
Vidyapceth, Varanasi.

36. Interview and Questionnaire by Dr. A. P. Singh, Deptt. of
Library Science, BHU, Varanasi.

' 37. Techniques of Research Writingby Prof. Sanjay Kumar, Deptt.
of English, BHU, Varanasi.

At the end of the workshop a Paper/Power-point presentation by the
participants was done. On the basis of the final result four participants
were awarded Certificate of Merit with prizes.
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The Valedictory function was held on the 25" April 2015. Prof.
Maheshwari Prasad, National Professor and Former Director,
Parshwanath Vidyapeeth, Varanasi, presided over the session and
Prof. S. N. Upadhyay, Former Director, L1.T., BHU, Varanasi, was
the Chief Guest. The Workshop was conducted under the Directorship
of Dr. S. P. Pandey, Joint Director, Parshwanath Vidyapeeth,
Varanasi. Dr. Shrinetra Pandey was the Coordinator of the workshop.

A 15 Day National Workshop on Prakrit Language &
Literature (15-29 May, 2015) organised successfully

There is enormous literature in Prakrit language. Majority of the
Prakrit works still remains inaccessible to the scholars of Jainology
as well as to those working in other disciplines because of non-
availability of Prakrit texts with their translations in other languages.
For comparative and comprehensive study of Indian tradition, history,
culture, literature, language, poetics etc. knowledge of Prakrit is
essential. ’

Keeping in view the importance of the subject Parshwanath

Vidyapeeth organised a 15 Day National Workshop on Prakrit
Language and Literature from 15" - 29" May 2015. A great Scholar
of Sanskrit, Prakrit and Jainism, Param Pujya Muni Shri
Prashamarati Vijayji during his stay at Vidyapeeth had throughout
encouraged and inspired Vidyapeeth to organise such workshops.
Pujya Muni Shri not only encouraged but actively participated in the
workshops. He wanted Prakrit Workshop to be the permanent feature
of Parshwanath Vidyapeeth. This is the 5 workshop on Prakrit in
this series. Parshwanath Vidyapeeth is committed to impart
knowledge of Prakrit to the students and scholars interested in
Indological studies. ‘

Teaching of Prakrit generally aims to enable the participants to
successfully attempt and comprehend each Prakrit words, derived
from Sanskrit. In fact the pattern of this workshop will be teaching
Prakrit grammar through operational procedure employed in Sanskrit
grammar. Sitras of Prakrit grammar used in the words will be
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explained. The method adopted here for learning Prakrit language is
drilling system. The formation of each word is analyzed and rules
of grammar applied in a particular word are explained. After attending
this-course one will be able to cultivate the knowledge of Prakrit.
The scholars working in the field of Indology will find a new area
because of their access to original texts and their effort in comparative
studies will get a boost. In turn, Prakrit studies will find a new
bunch of scholars who can handle the Prakrit texts. Those adept in
Sanskrit can grasp Prakrit very easily. They may be. engaged in
editing and translation of the Prakrit texts. Ultimately the base of
Prakrit scholars is bound to expand, which is the need of the hour.
The eéxploration of original sources is likely to enhance the standard
of the researches in Indology as a whole.

The Inaugural function of the workshop was held on 15" May, 2015.
Prof. G. C. Tripathi, Vice-chancellor, Banaras Hindu University,
was the Chief-guest and Prof. Yadunath Prasad Dubey, Vice-
chancellor, Sampurnanand Sanskrit University, Varanasi presided
over the session and Prof. M. N. P. Tiwari, Professor Emeritus,
Faculty of Arts, BHU, Varanast was the guest of honour.

Vice Chancellor, B.H.U. add_rcssingﬂ the inaugural session of the
Prakrit Workshop :

There were 32 participants in the workshop from the differenl’
universities, i.c. Banaras Hindu University, Mahatma Gandhi Kasht'
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Vidyapeeth, V. B. S. Purvanchal University, Jaunpur, and
Sampiirnanand Sanskrit University, Varanasi.

In orderto provide .a sound background of Prakrit Language and
Literature, besides regular three lectures schedulcd per day (total 40
lectures) on grammar, one special lecture was arranged daﬂy by the-
eminent scholars of the respective subjects. Following special lectures
were delivered during the workshop:

1.*Agamika Vyakhya Sahitya evari Prakrit Vyakarana Sahitya’
by Dr. S. P. Pandey, Joint Director, PV, V‘aranasi.
2+3. ‘Abhilekhiya Prakrit’; ‘Bharatiya Vldya evam Sariskrti

ke Adhyayana va Sodha men Prakrit Bha asa ka Mahattva’ by
Prof. Maheshwari Prasad, National Professor, New Delhi.

4. ‘Pitaka Sahitya’ by Prof. Bimalendra Kumar, Ex-Head, Depit.
of Pali and Buddhist Studies, BHU, Varanasi.

S. “Prakrit katha Sahitya’ by Prof. Ashok Kumar Jaip, Ex-Head,
Deptt. of Jaina and Bauddha Dar§ana, BHU, Varanasi.

6. “Sauraseni Sahitya’by Prof. Kamalesh Kumar Jain, Head, Deptt.
of Jaina and Bauddha Dar§ana, BHU, Varanasi.

7. “Prakrit ke Vividha Riipa evarih Mahattva’ by Prof. Deenanath
Sharma, Gujarat University, Ahmedabad.

8. ‘Vlwdha Prakrit. Vyakarana’ by‘Prof Janaki'Prasad Dwivedi,
Sampurnanand Sanslmt Umversny, Varanasi.

9. ‘Kavyaprakasa men Kavyasastnya Tattva’ by Dr. Umakant
Chaturvedi, SVDV, BHU, Varanasi.

10. ‘Avyaya-vicara’ by Dr. Rahul Kumar Singh, PV, Varanasi.

Apart from the special lectures maximUm classes were engaged by
Prof. Deenanath Sharma, Gujarat University, Ahmedabad and Dr.
Rahul Kumar Singh, PV, Varanasi.
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In this workshop an examination was held followed by a viva-voce.
On the basis of the final result three participants were awarded
certificate of merit with prizes.

Valedictory function of the workshop was held on 29" May, 2015.
Prof. Prabhunath Dwivedi Former Head Deptt. of Sanskrit, MGKV
Varanasi, Presided over the session. Prof. Yadunath Prasad Dubey,
Vice-chancellor, Sampurnanand Sanskrit University, Varanasi, was
the Chicf Guest and Prof. Deenanath Sharma, Gujarat University,
Ahmedabad, was the Guest of Honour for this scssion. The Workshop
was completed successfully under the Directorship of Dr. S. P.
Pandey, Joint Dircctor, Parshwanath Vidyapecth, Varanasi and Dr.

Rahul Kumar Singh, co-ordinator of the workshop.
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Surasundaricariam : An Introduction

Jaina narrative literature is enormously rich. Particularly the narra-
tive literature of Svetambaras is a veritable storehouse of folk-tales,
fairy-tales, beast-fables, parables, illustrative examples, apolngues,
allegories, legends, novels, funny stories and anecdotes. Apart from
a large number of tales and parables and legends found in Jaina
canons itself, the Jaina writers/authors have created new stories and
legends of their own also. The versatile Jaina monk authors were
very practical minded. They exploited the Indian people's inborn
love for stories for the propagation of their dharma.

Surasundaricariam (last quarter of the 11%h century AD) is a volu-
minous romantic epic composed in Prakrit by Srimad Sadhu
Dhanesvara Siri, pupil of Sri Jine$vara Siri author of '
'Kahayanakosa.' Richer in content, it is an important work of Jaina
narrative literature. The whole subject matter of the epic is divided
into sixteen chapters (pariccheda). Each chapter contains a story
interwoven with some another story which keep retained the interest
of the readers.

This is the first time when it's Hindi translation is being published
with Gujarati and Sanskrit cchayd prepared by Parama Pujya
_ Ganivarya Shri Vishrutayash Vijayaji Maharaj, the worthy dis-
ciple of Parama Pujya Acharya Pravara Shri Rajayash Surishvatji
Maharaj.

We are very grateful to Acharyashri for entrusting this work to us
for publication. Sramana is presenting this beautiful story for its
readers in part. We shall be publishing it in every alternate issue.
We have already published chapter 1-8 of Surasundaricariam in
our successive issues. Here follows the 10™ chapter.

-The Editor
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Surasundaricariam

10" Pariccheda

The story of the 10" pariccheda of Surasundaricariamrevolves around
Amaraketu, King of Hastinapur, queen Kamalavati, Sresthi
Dhanadeva and his wife Candrakanta, Sridatta, Vidhuprabha,
Sumati, Samarapriya, Citravega along with some other characters.
After Sresthi Dhanadeva’s wife gives birth to a son, Dhanadeva
organizes a great function at this auspicious occasion. On 12'* day
of his son’s birth, Dhanadeva goes to king and invites him with
queen on dinner. The King comes to Dhanadeva’s house with all his
grace. The wife of Dhanadeva, Candrakanta invites queen Kamalavati
to name her newly born child. Kamalavati names the child as Srideva.
Since the queen has no child, seeing the Candrakanta’s son becomes
grieved and expresses her desire of having a son to King Amaraketu.
The King assures her that he will worship to God and very soon
fulfill her desire. The king goes for rigorous worship and one day
Vidyuprabha Deva of I§anakalpa appeared before him. Being pleased,
Vidhuprabha gives his two ear-rings to King Amaraketu. Amaraketu
gives those ear-rings to queen and after some days she dreams that '
a golden pitcher entered in her body and suddenly became
disappeared. The king calls dream interpreters who confirm that she
will gave birth to a son soon. '

Dhanadeva reminds King Amaraketu the incident of snake bite of
Citravega at KuSagra Nagar where the Bhilapati (leader of a tribal
group) made Citravega cured with a Mani (a precious stone). At
that time Kevall Bhagavanta (the omniscient) had declared that in
next birth Citravega will be born as a son of Amaraketu and after
being kidnapped along with his mother by a Varideva, he will be
grown-up at the house of a Vidyadhara. So the baby in womb of
queen Kamalavati is definitely the Vidhuprabha. Dhanadeva added
that still he has that special Mani given by Pallipati in his ring and if
that Mani is given to queen, she will have no problem in giving
birth of the baby. Dhanadeva gives that Mam ring to king and king



gives that to queen. After some time the queen got pregnant. In
“seventh month, she felt the craving of pregnancy (dohada) that she
should give donations to poor and visit the city with all her public of
the kingdom sitting on an elephant. The king gets that craving realized
and does all that accordingly. (1-106)

All of sudden the elephant gets mad and starts running uncontrolled
in the direction of north-east. The queen who was sitting on the
elephant becomes frightened. In order to get rid from the elephant,
the king suggests Kamalavati to catch the branch of the banyan tree
coming in the way. But she fails do that and the elephant flyes in the
air rapidly along with her. The king sends. his soldiers headed by
Samarapriya in search of the queen and returns to home. After
‘sometime, Samarapriya informs the king that though sill they have
not becn able to locate queen but they have got a clue. A passenger
told Samarapriya that he had witnessed a lady and an elephant falling
in the Padmodara pond. Now the king becomes worried and calls
Sumati, the astrologer to know about the queen. Sumaiti assures the
king that she is alive. He tells to king that when you will get a
stained string of flower beads (garland) laying in any odd place,
exactly one month after that day you will meet the queen. Sumati
proclaims that the queen will gave birth to a son but she will be
separated with her son just after the birth. Days elapsed but there is
no information about the queen. One day when king Amaraketu was
in deep sleep, he saw a dream. He saw that a stained string of flower
beads was coming towards him from north direction and when he
caught that string that became fragrant. He proceeds in the same
direction. In the way he looses his fly-whisk into a well covered by
grass. When the soldiers went down in the well in search of the fly-
- whisk, there they get Kamalavati standing in the well. She was
brought out of the well. She tells the complete story as to how she
was kidnapped by the elephant, how she fell down in the pond, how
she met with a group of travelers (sartha), how she met with Sridatta,
and how on the invitation of Sridatta she reached Kusagra Nagar.
(107-207).



Kamalavati kept on saying the king that after having some rest,
- she accompanied the group of travelers and reached in the jungle
where the Bhils attacked on the group of travelers. The group of
travellers was scattered and she was left alone in the jungle. The
jungle was full of dangerous creatures, animals and hunters. She
got thirsty and in search of water she reached to a pond. There she
stayed at night. At midnight she felt pain (labor) in her stomach
and after some time she gave birth to a child. She prayed all the
gods, inhabitants of jungle and animals to protect her son. Being
tired due to wandering all the way in the jungle she got slept.
When she was in sleep, she heard someone calling her. When she
awoke and proceeded in the direction the voice was coming from,
suddenly she felt that her son was not there in her lap and she got
fainted. (208-250)
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Removal of all obstacles.

Parshwanath Vidyapeeth, L.T.I. Road, Karaundi, Varanasi-5



	मुख्य टाइटल

	सम्पादकीय
	अनुक्रमणिका
	कुन्दकुन्द साहित्य में श्रमण और श्रमणाभास	१
	स्याद्वादकल्पलता में शब्द की द्रव्यत्व सिद्धि	१०

	मुद्राराक्षस में प्रयुक्त प्राकृतों का सार्थक्य	१७

	आगमों में वादविज्ञान	२९

	जैन एवं बौद्द दर्शन में प्रमा का स्वरूप एवं उसके निर्धारक तत्त्व	३५

	Concept of Niksepa in Jaina Philosophy	47

	Cosmopolitian Vision of Yasovijay Gani	70

	पार्श्वनाथ विद्यापीठ समाचार	८३

	जैन जगत्	९४

	साहित्य सत्कार	९६

	सुरसुंदरी चरिअं


