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Reconsidering the Date of the Nirvana of Lord Mahavira
Prof. Sagarmal Jain

" The Jaina writers usually, after equating their dating with the Saka
era, have concluded that after a period of 605 years and 5 months of
the Nirvapa of Mahavira, Saka became the king.' On the 'basis of
this postulate, even today, the date of the Nirvana of Mahavira is
held to 527 B.C. Among the modern Jaina writers, Pt. Jugal Kishor
Mukhtar (1956: 26-56), of the Digambara sect, and Muni Sri Kalyana
Vijaya (1966: 159), of the Svetambara sect, have also held 527 B.C.
to be the year of the Vira Nirvana. From about 7" century A.D.,
with a few exceptions, this date has gained recognition. In Svetambara
tradition, for the first time in the Prakirnaka entitled “ Titthogali,*
and in the Digambara tradition, for the first time in Tiloyapannatti,
¥itis clearly mentioned that 605 years and 5 months after the Nirvana
of Mahavira, Saka became king. Both the texts were composed
between 600 and 700 A.D. To the best of my knowledge, none of
the earlier texts ever showed the difference between the Nirvana of
Mahavira and the Saka era. But this much is definite that from
about 600-700 A.D., it has been a common notion that the Nirvana
of Mahavira took place in the year 605 before Saka. Prior to it, in
the Sthaviravali of Kalpasiitra and in the Vacaka genealogy of the
Nandisiitra, the reference to the hierarchy of Mahavira is found, but
there is no mention of the chronology of the acaryas: therefore, it is
difficult to fix a date of the Nirvana of Mahavira on the basis of
these texts. In the Kalpasiitra* only this much is mentioned that now
980 years (according to another version 993 years) have passed since
the Vira Nirvana. This fact makes only this much clear that after
980 or 993 years of Vira Nirvapa, Acarya Devarddhigani
Ksamasramana finally edited this last exposition of the present
Canon. Similarly, in Sthanarga (7: 41), Bhagavati Sitra (9: 222-
229) and Avasyaka Niryukti (778-783), along with the reference to
Nihnavas, a reference as to after how much time of Mahavira’s life-
time his Nirvanatook place is found. Here only there are some clues
by comparing which with the external evidences of definite date, we
can contemplate the date of Nirvapaof Mahavira.
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There have been differences of opinion from the very beginning on
the date of Nirvanpaof Mahavira. Although, it has been clearly stated
in Tiloyapannatti that 605 years and 5 months after the Nirvana of
Mahavira, Saka became the king. There are four different statements
found in this book, which are as follows :

I. 461 years after Vira Jinendra attained salvation, Saka became
the king.

II. 9785 years after Vira Bhagavana attained salvatlon, Saka
became the king.

I11. 14793 years after Vira Bhagavana attained salvation, Saka
became the king.

IV. 605 years and 5 months after Vira Jina attained salvation,
Saka became the king.

Besides this, in Dhavali,® acommentary on Satkhandagama,
there are three different statements as to after how many years of
the Nirvapaof Mahavira, Saka ($alivahana Saka) became the king:

I 605 years and 5 months after Vira Nirvana.
II. 14793 years after Vira Nirvana.
III. 7995 years and 5 months after Vira Nirvana.

In Svetambara tradition there are two clear opinions as to how much
time after the Nirvana of Lord Mahavira Devardhi’s last assembly
on Agamawas held. AcCording to the first opinion, it was composed

- 980 years after the. Vira Nirvana, whereas according to the second it
was composed 993 years after the event.

Itis significant to note that in the $vetambara tradition, there are two
opinions regarding the date of Candragupta Maurya’s accession to
the throne. According to the first, he ascended the throne in the year
215 of Vira Nirvana. However, in Titthogali Painpayaonly this much
has been thentioned that (after Vira Nirvana) the region of the Mauryas
started 60 years after.the Palakas and 155 years after the Nandas,®

whereas according to the second opinion of Hemacandra,” he ascended
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the throne 155 years after Vira Nirvana. Similarly, in Laghuposalika
Pagavali (p. 37) it is written that 155 years after Vira Nirvana
Candragupta Maurya ascended the throne. Also, in Nagapuriya
Tapagaccha Pattavali (p. 48) it is written that 155 years after the Vira
Nirvapna Candragupta became the king, (Virat 155 varse
Candraguptonspah). According to this Pattavali, the reign of Mauryan
dynasty ended after 278 years of Vira Nirvana. Now the period of 189
B.C. as the end of the Mauryan dynasty can be justified only when
the Vira Nirvanais accepted as to be 467 B.C. It is worth mentioning
here that the historians have accepted 187 B.C. to be the date of
accession to the throne of Pusyamitra. This second theory, presented
_ by Hemacandra, is a hindrance in ascertaining the year 527 B .C. to
be the year of the Nirvanaof Mahavira. It is clear from these discussions
that there has been a controversy regarding the date of the Nu'vana of
Mahavira even in ancient times.

Since the old internal evidences regarding the date of the Nirvanaof
Mahavira were not strong, the Western scholars on the basis of the
external evidences alone, tried to ascertain the date of the Nirvana
of Mahavira; and as a result many new theories came into light
regarding the same. The following are the opinions of different

scholars regarding the date of Mahavira’s Nirvana: A

1. Hermann Jacobi (It is to be noted that initially Hermann Jacobi
accepted the traditional da'te"527 B.C., but later on he changed his
opinion), 476 B.C. He has accepted the reference found in the Parisista
Parva of Hemacandra to be authentic which says that 155 years after
the Vira Nirvapa Candragupta Maurya ascended the throne, and he
ascertained the date of Mahavira’s Nirvana on the basis of this
reference only

2.J. Charpentier, 467 B.C.. He followed the opinion of Hemacandra
and ascertained that the date of Nirvana of Mahavira as to be 155
Years before Candragupta Maurva.

3. Pandit A. Shanti Raja Shastri, 663 B.C.. He considered the $aka
Era to be the Vikrama Era and establish the date of Nuvana of
Mahavira as to be 605 years before the Vikrama Era
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4. Prof. Kashi Prasad Jayaswal, 546 B.C.. He has mentioned only
the two traditions in his article “Identification of Kalki” He has not

_ascertained the date of Mahavira’s Nirvana. But at some other places
he has considered 546 B.C. to be the date of Mahavira’s Nirvana,
adding 18 years between Vikarma’s birth and his accession to the
throne (470+18), he fixes the date of Mahavira’s Nirvana, as 488
years before Vikrama.

5. S.V. Venkateshwara, 437 B.C. His assumption is based on the
Ananda Vikram Era. This Era came into vogue 90 years after the
Vikrama Era. '

6. Pandit Jugal Kishor Mukhtar, 528 B.C. On the basis of various
arguments, he has confirmed the traditional theory.

7. Muni Sri Kalyana Vijaya, 528 B.C. While confirming the
traditional theory, he has tried to remove the inconsistencies of the
theory.

8. Prof. P.H.L. Eggermont., 252 B.C. The basis of his argument is
equating the incident of Samghabheda of Tisyagupta in the Jaina
tradition, which took place during the life time of Mahavira in 16"
year of his emancipation. With the incident of Samghabheda and the
act of drying up of the Bodhi tree by Tisyaraksita in the Buddha
Sarigha, which took place during the reign of A$oka.

9. V.A. Smith, 527 B.C., He has followed the generally accepted
theory. ' ‘

10. Prof. K. R. Norman, About 400 B.C.. Considering Bhadrabahu
to be Candragupta’s contemporary, he fixed the period of § earlier
Acaryas as 75 years, at an average of 15 years each, and thus fixed
the date of Mahavira’s Nirvana as 320+75 = 395 B.C.

In order to determine the date of the Nirvapa of Mahavira, along
with the Jaina literary sources we must take into account the legendary
and epigraphical evidences also. We would follow the comparative
method to decide which of the above-mentioned assumptions is
authentic, and will give priority to the epigraphical evidences, as for
as possible.
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Among the contemporaries of Lord Mahavira, the names of Lord
Buddha, Bimbisara-Srenika and Ajatasatru are well-known. The
Buddhist sources give more information about them than the Jaina
sources. The study of Jaina sources also does not give rise to any
doubt about their contemporaneity. The Jaina Agamas are mostly
silent about Buddha’s Life-history, but there are ample references
to the contemporary presence of Mahavira and Buddha in the
Bauddha Tripitaka literature. Here we shall take only two of the
references. In the first reference there is a mention of the event of
Dighanikaya® in which Ajata$atru meets mimy_ of his contemporary
religious heads. In this reference, the Chief Minister of Ajata$atru
talks about Nirgrantha Jiiatrputra like this : “Master, this Nirgrantha
Jiatrputra, is the master of the sect as well as the monastery,
teacher of the sect, a scholar and a renowned Tirthankara, he is
admired by many and respectable gentleman. He has been a long
wandering mendicant (Parivrajaka) and is middle-aged”. It can he
derived from this statement that at the time of Ajata$atru’s
accession to the throne, Mahavira’s age must be about 50 years,
because his Nirvana is supposed to have taken place in the 22
year of Ajatasatru Kunnika’s rule. By deducting 22 years from his
total age of 72 years, it is proved that at that time he was 50 years
old.? So far as Buddha’s case is concerned, he attained his Nirvana
in the 8" year of Ajata$atru’s accession to the throne. This is the
hypothesis of Buddhist writers. This hypothesis gave rise to two
facts. Firstly, when Mahavira was 50 years old, Buddha was 72
(80-8). i.e. Buddha was 22 years older than Mahavira. Secondly,
Mahavira’s Nirvana took place 14 years after Buddha’s Nirvana
(22-8-14). It is worth mentioning here, that in the reference
occurring in the Dighanikaya,'® where Nirgrantha Jiiatrputra and
other\ﬁve Tirthankaras have been called middle-aged, there is no
mention of Gautama Buddha’s age, but he must be 72 at that time
because this event took place during the rule of Ajata$atru Kunika
and Buddha’s Nirvana look place in the 8" year of the rule of
AjataSatru. ‘
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But contrary to the above-mentioned fact one finds information in
the Dighanikaya itself that Mahavira has attained Nirvana during
Buddha’s life-time. The reference from the Dighanikdya' is as
follows: ‘

“I'heard this once that the Lord was residing in a palace built in the
mango orchard of the Sakyas known as Vedhaiiiiain Sakya (country).

At that time Niggantha Nataputta (Tirthaikara Mahavira) had
recently died at Pava. A rift was created among the Nirganthas after
his death. They were divided into two groups and were fighting by
using arrows of bitter words at one-another - “you don’t know this
Dharmavinaya (=Dharma), I know it. How can you know this
Dharma-vinaya? You are wrong in ascertaining, (your understanding
is wrong), I am rightly ascertained. My understanding is correct.
My words are meaningful and yours are meaningless. The things
you should have told first you told in topsy-turvy. You presented
your theory and withdrew, you try to save yourself from this
allegation and if you have power, try to save yourself from this
allegation and if you have power, try to resolve it as if a war (-
- slaughtering) was going on among the Nigganthas.”

The house-holder disciples of the Niggantha Nataputta, wearing white
dresses, also were getting indifferent, distressed and alienated from
the Dharma of Nigandu which-was not expressed properly
(durakhyata), not property investigated (duspravedita), unable to
redeem (anairyaika), unable to give peace (ana-upa$ama-
Samvartanika), not verified by-any enlightened (a-Samyak-
sambuddh-pravedita) without foundation = a different stipa and
without a shelter.”

Thus, we see that in the Tripitakaliterature, on the one hand Mahavira
has been described as middle-aged, on the other hand, there is
information about the death of Mahavira during the life-time of
Buddha. Since, according to the sources based on Jaina literature,
Mahavira died at the age of 72, it is certain that both the facts cannot
be true at the same time. Muni Kalyana Vijayaji'? has called the
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theory of Mahavira’s Nirvapa during the life-time of Buddha a
mistaken concept. He maintains that the incident of Mahavira’s
demise is not a reference to his real death, but to hearsay, lt is also
clearly mentioned in Jaina Agamlc texts those 16 years before his
Nirvana, rumour of his death had spread, hearing which many Jaina
Sramanas started shedding tears. Since the incident of the bitter-
argument between Makkhaligo$ala, a former disciple of Mahavira,
and his other Sramana disciples was linked with this rumour, the
- present reference from the Dighanikayaabout the death of Mahavira
) during the life time of Buddha is not to be taken as that of his real
death, rather it indicated to the rumour of his death by burning fever-
caused by Tejolesyahurled upon him by agitated and acutely jealous
Makkhaligo$ala after dispute.

‘Buddha’s Nirvana must have taken place one year and few months
after the rumour about Mahavira’s death. Therefore, Buddha must
have attained Nirvana 14 years, 5 months and 15 days before
Mahavira’s Nirvapa.

Since Buddha’s Nirvapa took place in the 8" year of Ajatasatru
Kunika’s accession to the throne, Mahavira’s Nuvﬁna must have
taken place in the 22™ year of his accession." Therefore, it is certain
that Mahavira’s Nirvana took place 14 years after the Nirvana of

Buddha, The fixation of the date of Buddha’s Nirvana would
definitely influence the date of Mahavira’s Nirvana. First of all we
shall fix the date of Mahavira on the basis of the Jaina sources and
inscriptions and then we will find out what should be the date of
Buddha’s Nirvana and whether it is supported by the other sources.

While determining the date of Nirvapa of Mahavira, we would have
to keep in our mind that the contemporaneity of Acarya Bhadrabahu
and Sthilibhadra with Mahapadma Nanda and Candragupta Maurya;
of Acarya Suhasti with Samprati; of Arya Manksu (Mangu), Arya
Nandila, Arya Nagahasti, Arya Vrddha and Arya Krsna with the
period mentioned in their inscriptions and of Arya Devarddhigar,xi
Ksamasramana with king Dhruvasena of Valabhi, is not disturbed
in any way. The historians have unanimously agreed that Candragupta
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ruled from 317 B.C. t0 297 B.C. (Majumdar: 1952: p. 168; Tripathi;
1968 p, 139). Therefore, the same should be the period of Bhadrabahu
and Sthulibhadra also. It is an undisputed fact that Candragupta had
wrested power from the Nandas and that Sthiilibhadra was the son
of Sakdala, the minister of the last Nanda. Therefore, Sthiilibhadra
must be the younger contemporary and Bhadrabahu the older
contemporary of Candragupta. This statement that Candragupta
Maurya was initiated into Jaina religion, may or may not be accepted
as authentic, still on the basis of the Jaina legends one must accept
that both Bhadrabahu and Sthulibhadra were contemporary of
Candragupta. The main reason behind Sthulibhadra’s renunciation
could be Mahapadma Nanda’s (the last ruler of the Nanda dynasty)
misbehaviour with his father and ultimately his merciless
assassination.'* Moreover, Sthillibhadra was initiated by
Sambhativijaya and not by Bhadrabihu. At the time of first assembly
on composition of Agamaheld at Pataliputra, instead of Bhadrabahu
or Sthulibhadra, Sambhiitivijaya was the head, because only in that
particular assembly it was decided that Bhadrabahu will make
Sthalibhadra to study the Purva-texts. Therefore, it seems that the
first assembly was held any time during the last phase of the Nanda
rule. The period of the first assembly can be accepted as before 155
years of the Vira Nirvana era. If we accept that both the traditional
notions are correct and that Acarya Bhadrabahu remained Acarya
from Vira Nirvana Samvat 157 to 170 and that Candragupta Maurya
was enthroned in 215 V.N., then the contemporaneity of the two is
not proved. It concludes that Bhadrabahu had already died 45 years
before Candragupta Maurya’s accession. On this basis Sthiilibhadra
does not even remain the junior contemporary of Candragupta
Maurya. Therefore we have to accept that Candragupta Maurya was
on throne 155 years after Vira Nirvapa. This date has been accepted
by Himvanta Sthaviravali * and PariSista Parva '® of Acarya
Hemacandra also. On this basis only the contemporaneity of
Bhadrabéhu and Sthillibhadra with Candragupta Maurya can also be
proved. Almost all the Patfavaljs accept the period of Bhadrabihu
as an Acarya, to be 156-170 V.S."” In Digambara tradition also the
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total period of the three Kevalis and the five Srutakevalis has been
accepted as 162 years. Since Bhadrabahu was the last Srutakevall,
according to the Digambara tradition, his year of demise must be the
year 162 of the Vira Nirvana Samvat. Thus, despite the fact that
there is a difference of 8 years regarding the period of demise of
Bhadrabahu as accepted by the two traditions, the contemporaneity
of Bhadrabahu and Candragupta Maurya is fully justified. Muni Sri
Kalyana Vijaya (Sri Pattavali Paraga Sarhgraha: 1966:52; Vira
Nirvana Sarhvat aura Jaina Kala Ganana: p, 137), in order to prove
the contemporaneity of Bhadrabahu and Candragupta Maurya has
accepted the period of Sambhiitivijaya as an Acarya to be 60 years at
place of 8 years. In this way, while accepting the date of the Nirvana
of Mahavira as 527 B.C., he has tried to establish the contémporancity
of Bhadrabahu and Candragupta Maurya. But it is only his
imagination (Vira-Nirvana Sarhvat aura Jaina Kala Ganana - p. 137
& Pattavali Paraga Sarngraha- p. 52); there is no authentic proof
available. All the Svetambara Pattavalis accept the date of the demise
of Bhadrabahu to be the year 170 V.N.S. Also, in Titthogali it has
been indicated that the decay of the knowledge of the fourteen Pirvas
started in the year 170 V.N.S. Bhadrabahu was only the last of the
14 Pirvadharas. Thus, according to both of the traditions -
Svetambara and Digambara, the date of demise of Bhadrabahu stands
as 170 and 162 of V.N.S. respectively.

On the basis of this fact, the contemporaneity of Bhadrabahu and
Sthiilibhadra with the last Nanda and Candragupta Maurya can be
proved only if the date of Nirvana of Mahavira is accepted as 410
years before V.S. or in the year 467 B.C. The other alternatives do
not prove the contemporaneity of Bhadrabahu and Sthulibhadra with
the last king of the Nanda dynasty and Candragupta Maurya. In
Titthogali Pannayam' (783-794) also the contemporaneity of
Sthiilibhadra and the king Nanda has been described. Thus on the
basis of these facts it appears more logical to accept the date of the
Nirvana of Mahavira as 467 B.C. Himvanta Sthaviravali also
mentions that Candragupta was enthroned in 155 years after the
Vira Nirvana and that Vikramirka lived 410 years after the Vira
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Nirvana." This also confirms the theory of accepting the date of
Mahavira’s Nirvana to be 467 B.C.

Again, in the Jaina tradition the contemporaneity of Arya Suhasti
and the king Samprati is unanimously accepted. The historians have
acknowledged the period of Samprati to be 231-221 B.C. (Tripathi:
1986; p. 139). According to the Jaina Pattavalis, the period of Arya
Suhasti as Yuga Pradhana Acirya was 245-291 V.N.S. If we base
our calculation on the assumption that Vira Nirvana took place in
527 B.C., we will have to accept that Arya Suhasti became the Yuga
Pradhana Acarya in 282 B.C. and died in 236 B.C. In this way, if
we consider 527 B.C. to be the year of Vira Nirvana, then, in no
way, the contemporaneity of Arya Suhasti and the king Samprati
cduld be established. But, if we accept 467 B.C. to be the year of
Vira Nirvana, then the period of Arya Suhasti as an Acarya starts
from 222 B.C. (467-245=222), on this basis the contemporaneity is
established, but the reign of Samprati extends to only one year during
the Acaryaship of Arya Suhasti. Arya Suhasti had come in contact
with Samprati when he was a prince and the ruler of Avanti, and
may be at that time Arya Suhasti was an influential Muni in spite of
not being a Yuga Pradhéna Acarya of the Sarigha. It is remarkable
that Arya Suhasti was initiated by Sthiilibhadra. According to the
Pattavalis, Sthulibhadra was initiated in 146 V.N.S. and died in 215
V.N.S. It can be derived from this fact that 9 years before
Candragupta Maurya’s accession, and during the last Nanda king
(Nava Nanda), Arya Sthiilibhadra had already been initiated. If,
according to the Pattavalis, the total life of Arya Suhasti is considered
to be 100 years and his age at the time of initiation to be 30 years,
then he must have been initiated in 221 V.N.S. i.e. 246 B.C.
(assuming the date of Vira Nirvapain 467 B.C.) It does prove the
contemporaneity of Arya Suhasti with Samprati, but then, there is a
difference of 6 years, if he is accepted to have been initiated by
Sthiilibhadra himself because 6 years before he got initiated, in 215
V.N.S., Sthiilibhadra has already died. It is also possible that Suhasti
may have got initiated at the age of 23 or 24, and not at the age of
30. Even then, it is certain that on the basis of the references made
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in Pattavalis, the contemporaneity of Arya Suhasti and Samprati is
possible only by accepting the date of Vira Nirvana as 467 B.C.
‘This contemporaneity is not possible if the date of the Mahavira
Nirvanais accepted as 527 B.C. or any other later date.

Thus, by accepting the date of the Vira Nirvana as 467 B.C. the
contemporaneity of Bhadrabahu and Sthiilibhadra with Mahapadma
Nanda and Candragupta Maurya and that of Arya Suhasti with
Samprati can be proved. All other alternatives fail to prove their
contemporaneity. Therefore, in my opinion, it will be more
appropriate and logical to accept 467 B.C. as the date of the Nirvana
of Mahavira.

Now we shall consider the date of die Nirvana of Mahavira also on
the basis of some of the inscriptions. Out of five names - Arya
Mangu, Arya Nandila, Arya Nagahasti. Arya Krsna and Arya Vrddha
mentioned in Mathura inscriptions (see Jaina, articles 41, 54, 55,
56, 57 and 63) first three are found in Nandjsiitra Sthaviravali (Gatha:
27-29) and remaining four names are found in Kalpasitra. According
to the Pattavalis, the period of Arya Mangu as a Yuga Pradhana
Acarya is considered to be in between 451 and 470 V.N.S. (Vira
Nirvana Sarhvat aur Jaina Kala Ganana, p. 112). On accepting the
date of the Vira Nirvana as 467 B.C. his period extends from 16
B.C. to 3 AD. and if it is 527 B.C. his period extends from 76
B.C. to 57 B.C. Whereas, on the basis of the inscriptions (Jaina
Silalekha Sarhgraha article No. 54) his period stands as Saka Sarhvat
52 (Huviska year 52), i.e. 130 A.D. In other words, while considering
 the period of Arya Mangu as indicated by Pattavalis and inscriptions
there is a difference of 200 years if the date of Vira Nirvana is
accepted as 527 B.C. and if it is 467 B.C. there is a difference of
127 years. ' '

In several Pattavalis, even the name of Arya Mangu, is not
mentioned. Therefore, the theories, concerning his period, based on
the Pattavalis are not authentic. Moreover, the only one Pattavali
called Nandisiitra Sthaviravali, which mentions Arya Marigu, does
not indicate the teacher-taught (Guru-§isya) tradition. Therefore, there
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are chances of the omission of certain names which has been
confirmed by Muni Kalyana Vijayaji himself.* Thus it is not possible
to establish the date of the Mahavira’s Nirvana on this basis of the
inscriptional evidences related to Arya Mangu because on the basis
neither the traditional belief in the date of Mahavira’s Nirvana as
527 B.C. nor the scholars’ opinion, as 467 B.C., could be proved
correct. On equating the Pattavalis with the inscriptions, the date of
Vira Nirvana falls around 360 B.C. The reason of this uncertainty
is the presence of various wrong conceptions regarding the period
of Arya Mangu.

So far as Arya Nandila is concerned, we find the reference to his
name also in the Nandisitra. In the Nandisitra Sthaviravali *' his
name appears before Arya Nagahasti and after Arya Mangu. There
is an inscription of Nandika (Nandila) of the Saka Sarivat 32 in (the
inscriptions of Mathura (see Jaina Silalekha Sarigraha, Vol. II, article
No. 41); in another inscription of the Saka Sarivat 93, the name is
not clear, only ‘Nandi’ is mentioned there. (see Jaina Silalekha
Sarngraha. Vol. II, article No. 67). Arya Nandila is referred to also
in the Prabandhako$aand in some ancient Pattavalis but since at no
place there is any reference to his period, it is not possible to establish
the date of the Nirvana of Mahavira on the basis of this inscriptional
evidence.

Now let us consider Nagahasti. Usually in all the Pattavalis, the
date of the demise of Arya Vajra has been considered as 584 V.N.S.
After Arya Vajra, Arya Raksita remained the Yuga Pradhana Acarya
for 13 years, Pusyamitra for 20 years and Vajrasena for 3 years, i.e.
‘Vajrasena died in the year 620 V.N.S. In Merutunga’s Vicarasreni,
the period of Arya Nagahasti as the Yuga Pradhana has been accepted
as continuing for 69 years, i.e. Nagahasti was the Yuga Pradhana
from 621 to 690 V.N.S.2 If Hastahasti of the Mathura inscription
is Nagahasti, then he is also referred to as the guru of Maghahasti in
the inscription of the Saka Sarhvat 54, which establishes him of
before 131 A.D.
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If we accept the date of the Vira Nirvana as 467 B.C., then the
period of his Yuga Pradhanaship extends between 154 and 223 A.D.
According to the inscriptions he had a disciple in 132 A.D. yet one
can be contented by assuming that he must have initiated someone
22 years before being a Yuga Pradhana. If we accept his life-span to
be 100 years, he must have been 11 years old when he is supposed
to have initiated Maghahasti. It seems almost impossible to believe
that he was able to initiate somebody by his sermons at the age of
11 and that such an underage disciple was able to perform the Miirti-
Pratistha. But if, on the basis of the traditional concept, we accept
the Vira Nirvapa year to be before 605 of the Saka Era or 52 B.C.,
then the references made in the Pattavalis tally with the inscriptional
evidences. On this basis his tenure of Yuga Pradhanaship extends
from 16 to 85 of the Saka Fra, Maghahasti, one of his disciples was
able to perform the Mirti-Pratistha by his sermons. Although
common sense would hardly accept it as logical that his Yuga
Pradhanaship extended for 69 years, yet because of the fact that it
considers the information given in the Pattavalis to be correct, this
inscriptional evidence about Nagahasti supports the date of Vira
Nirvana as 527 B.C. |

Again, in one of the inscriptional sketches of Mathura, Arya Krsna
with that Arya Krsna mentioned after Sivabhiiti in Kalpasiitra
Sthaviravali (last part 4:1), then his period on the basis of the
Pattavalis and VisesavaSyakabhasya,®* could be established around
609. V.N.S., because as a result of the dispute over clothes between
the same Arya Krsna and Sivabhiti the Botika, Nihnava came into
extistence. The period of this dispute is fixed as 609 V.N.S. If we
accept the Vira Nirvapa year to be 467, then the period of Arya
Krsna is supposed to be as 609-467=142 A.D. This inscriptional
sketch belongs to 95+78=173 A.D. Since Arya Krsna has been figured
as a deity, it is natural that 20-25 years after his death, in 173 A.D.,
this sketch must have been made by some Arya Arha, one of his
follower disciples. In this way, this inscriptional evidence can
maintain compatibility with other literary reference only when 467
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B.C. is established as the year of the Vira Nirvana. Itis not possxb}e
to reconcile it with any other alternatives. :

In the Mathura inscriptions (Jaina Silalekha Saragraha: article no.
56 & 59), the name of Arya Vrddhahasti is related with two
inscriptions. One is from Saka Era 60 (Huviska year 60) and the
other from 79 of the same. According to the Christian era, these
inscriptions belong to 138 and 157 A.D. respectively. If he is the
Arya Vrddha of the Kalpasiitra Sthaviravali and the Vrddhadeva of
the Pattavalis (Vividha Gacchiya Pattavali Samgraha: p. 17), then
according to the Pattavalis, he was led to perform Mirti Pratisthain
Karnataka in the year 695 V.N.S. If we accept 467 B.C. to be the
year of the Vira Nirvana, then this period can be fixed at 695-467=228
A.D. whereas the inscriptional evidences are from 138 and 157 A.D.
But, if according to the traditional concept the date of the Vira Nirvana
is accepted as 527 B.C. then his period is to be fixed at 695-527=168
A.D. Therefore, on accepting 527 B.C. to be the Vira Nirvanayear,
the equation between this inscriptional evidence and the Pattavali
based evidence is found to be matching well. On assuming 25 years
to be the average period of tenure of each Acarya, his period should
‘be around 625 V.N.S, because Vrddha occupies the 25" place in
Pattavali. Thus his time can be fixed as 625-467=158 A.D. which
also proves the 467 B.C. as the period of Vira Nirvana.

The last evidence, on the basis of which the date of Mahavira’s
Nirvapa can be established, is king Dhruvasena’s inscriptions and
his period. chording to the popular belief, after the Valabhi
assembly, first time Kalpasiitra was recited before a congregation at
Anandpur (Vadanagar) in order to console the grieved King
‘Dhruvasena on his son’s death.? The period of Valabhi assembly is
fixed as 980-993 V.N.S. There are several inscriptions of Dhruvasena
available. The period of Dhruvasena, the first is said to be from 525
to 550 A.D. (Parikh, Rasikalal: 1974:40). If this event is related to
the second year of his accession i.e. 526 A.D., then it js proved that
Mahavira’s Nirvana must have taken place in 993-526=467 B.C.
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Thus at least three of the six inscriptional evidences prove that
the Nirvana of Mahavira took place in 467 B.C. whereas the two
evidences may prove 527 B.C. as the period of Vira Nirvapa. But
the dates based on the Pattavalis could be incorrect; therefore, they
cannot be an obstacle in determining the date of the Vira Nirvanaas
467 B.C. One of these inscriptions is not helpful in fixing the date.
These discrepancies are there also because the authenticity of the
periods of the Acaryas given in the Pattavali is doubtful and today,
we have no ground to remove these discrepancies. Still we derive
from this discussion, that most of the textual and inscriptional
evidences confirm the date of Mahavira’s Nirvana as 467 B.C. In
that case, one will have to accept the date of the Nirvana of Buddha
to be 483 B.C., which has been accepted by most of the western
scholars, and only then it will he proved that about 15 years (14
years and 5 months) after the Nirvana of Buddha the Nirvana of
Mahavira took place.
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REPORT ON
15 Day National Workshop on 'Prakrit Language &
Literature' organised by Parshwanath Vidyapeeth
from
30" May-13™ June, 2016.

There is cnormous literature in Prakrit language. Majority of the
Prakrit works still remains inaccessible to the scholars of Jainology
as well as to those working in other diSciplines because of non-
availability of Prakrit texts with their translations in other languages.
For comparative and comprehensive study of Indian tradition, history,
culture, literature, language, poetics, etc. knowledge of Prakrit is
essential.

Parshwanath Vidyapeeth is committed to impart knowledge of Prakrit
to the students and scholars interested in Indological studies.

Teaching of Prakrit generally aims to enable the participahts to
successfully attempt and comprehend each Prakrit words, derived
from Sanskrit. In fact the pattern of such workshop is teaching Prakrit
grammar through operational procedure employed in Sanskrit
grammar. Siitras and rules of Prakrit grammar used in the texts
explained. The method adopted for learning Prakrit language drilling
system. The formation of each word analyzed and rules of grammar
applied in a particular word are explained. After attending this course
one becomes able to cultivate the knowledge of Prakrit. The scholars
working in the field of Indology will find a new area because of
their access to original texts and their effort in comparative studies
will get a boost. In turn, Prakrit studies will find a new bunch of
scholars who can handle the Prakrit texts. Those adept in Sanskrit
can grasp Prakrit very easily. They may be engaged in editing and
translation of the Prakrit texts. Ultimately the base of Prakrit scholars
is bound to expand, which is the need of hour. The exploration of
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the original sources is likely to enhance the standard of the researchers
in Indology as a whole.

Keeping in view the importance of the subject Parshwanath
Vidyapeeth organized a fifteen days National Workshop on Prakrit
Language and Literature from 30™ May to 13" June, 2016. This was
the 6™ workshop organized on the subject.

The Inaugural function of the workshop was held on 30" May, 2016.
Prof." Yadunath Prasad Dubey, Vice-chancellor, Sampurnanand
Sanskrit University, Varanasi, was the Chief- Guest and Prof,
Maheshwari Prasad, National Professor, National Archives of India,
New Delhi, presided over this session, Shri D. R. Bhansali, renowned
Industrialist & Philanthropist, Varanasi, was the guest of honour.

There were 35 participants in the workshop from the different
universities, i.e. Banaras Hindu University, Mahatma Gandhi Kashi
Vidyapith, Sampurnanand Sanskrit University, Varanasi, V. B. S.
Purvanchal University, Jaunpur, M.G.I.H. University, Wardha,
Gujarat University, Ahmedabad, etc.

Dignitaries on the Dias at Inaugural Function of Prakrit Workshop

In order to provide a sound background of Prakrit Language and
Literature, besides regular three lectures were scheduled per day
(40 lectures) on grammar, one special lecture was arranged daily by
the eminent scholars of the respective subjects. Dr. S. P. Pandey,
Associate Professor, PV, Varanasi, Prof. Maheshwari Prasad,
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Book Review

Book: Origin and Development of Jaina Sects, Dr. Arun Pratap
Singh, Kala Prakashan, New Saket Colony, BHU, Varanasi, 2015,
P. 186+XII, Hard Bound, Price-Rs. 550/-, ISBN- 978-93-85309-
46-5.

This book discusses in detail the development of Jaina sects in space
and time. The main theme of the book is to show the origin and
antiquity of Jaina religioh and to analyze the causes of the separation
of united Jaina Church. From all available sources--literature,
inscriptions, excavated materials- it has been proved that the antiquity
of the Jaina religion goes as back as to the dawn of Indian civilization.
It was contemporary to Vedic religion and predecessor to the religion
of Sakya Muni. It throws fresh light on the dissension within the
“Church organization which ultimately led to the emergence of several
sects and sub-sects.

The book is divided into seven chapters namely- Origin and antiquity
of Jaina Religion, Nihnavas (schismatics), Schism in Jaina Sangha
(Digambara and Svetambara) Part-I, Schism in Jaina Sangha
(Yapaniya and Kurcaka) Part-II, History of Garias and Sakhas,
Gacchas and Schools of Svetambara Scct, Modern Gacchas and
School of Digambara sects- with two appendixes and an exhaustive
Bibliography. The two Appendixes deal at length with the lives and
teachings of Par§vanatha and-Mahavira, the last two Jinas of present
Avasarpini (aeon) in historical perspective and their contributions
to Jainism in particular and entire humanity as a whole.
Highlighting the importance of the book Prof. M.N.P. Tiwari writes
in 'Preface’ of this book, “the book by Dr. Singh for the first time
presents a holistic, analytical, comparative and most updated study
of origin and development of Jaina sects. He has culled the data
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from literary, inscriptional and also what is reflected in visual
expressions of Jaina art to make the book authentic within the frame
work of historical study. It is satisfying to find that in his
interpretations and analyses, he is free from sectarian and personal
bias. The book undoubtedly will be useful alike to the researchers
and students. The conclusions drawn in the book are valid and
acceptable.”

It is hoped that this comprehensive work will be of immense use
value both to the academicians and the general readers who really
want to know about Jainism in historical perspective.

Dr. Rahul Kumar Singh
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Surasundaricariam

11** Pariccheda

We have seen that in 10" chapter after Sresthi Dhanadeva's wife
gave birth to a son, queen Kamalavati who was present in the function,
also wishes to have a child and with the blessings of Vidhuprabha
given in the form of ear-rings, Kamalavati, the wife of king
Amaraketu got pregnant. In order to fulfill the craving of pregnancy
(dohada) she decided to give donations to poor and visit the whole
city sitting on an elephant. All of sudden the elephant got uncontrolled
and mad and took her to Padmodara pond. Sumati, the astrologer of
Amaraketu proclaimed that the queen is safe and will give birth to a
son but very soon she will be separated with her son. Searching her
everywhere king Amaraketu found Kamalavati in the well. She was
brought out of the well. She narrated the whole story as to how she
was kidnapped by the elephant, fell down in the pond, met with a
group of travelers (sartha), met with Sridatta, and how on the
invitation of Sridatta she reached Kusagranagara. Kamalavati
continued that after she joined the group of travelers, somehow she
was left alone in the jungle. The jungle was full of dangerous
creatures, animals and hunters. She got thirsty and in search of water
she reached to a pond. There she stayed at night. At midnight she
felt pain (labor) in her stomach and after some time she gave birth
to a child. When she was in deep sleep, she heard someone calling
her. When she awoke and proceeded in the direction the voice was
coming from, suddenly she felt that her son was not there in her lap
and she got fainted.

Now starts the 11" chapter. After her son was kidnapped, Kamalavati
started crying. She was surprised as to how even after having that
special jewel (mani) given by Vidhuprabha with her, any demon
succeeded to separate her son from her lap. Then suddenly there
appeared an old lady monk having valkala and kamandalu in her
hand. She came to Kamalavati and asked her how she came to this



jungle and why she is crying. She consoled Kamalavati not to be
grieved as all that happened was due to fruition of bad karmas
performed in previous birth. She took Kamalavati to her Asrama
and looked after her very well. The lady monk introduced Kamalavati
with the Kulapati (the chief) of the ASrama. Kamalavati asked
Kulapati that who kidnapped her son? Is he alive or dead? Kulapati
told her that your enemy of previous birth is behind this incident.
He wanted to kill your son but suddenly a Vidyadhara came there
with his wife and saved your son. The Vidyadhara took your son
with him. The Kulapati continued that your son will be looked after
by that Vidyadhara and in his young age he will meet you in
Hastinapura.

Knowing that her son is safe, she became happy and lived there in
Asrama for several years serving the people. After sometime there
appeared a prince who was kidnapped by a horse. He was welcomed
by the inhabitants of A§rama and met to Kulapati. Kulapati asked
him about his identity. Then the young man told that he is Suratha,
the son of the King of Siddharthpura and his queen Kanakavati.
After his father died of Tuberculosis, he was enthroned as a King of
Siddharthapura. His elder brother did not tolerate it and after learning
the Nabhogaminl' Vldya by a Vidyadhara, he defeated him in war
and succeeded to get his ngdomc back. Then with his mother, he
shifted to Champanagari. Today n Jungle, a group of travelers was
looted by his people along with their féw horses. When he was
riding on one horse, the horse kidnapped him suddenly and brought
him to this Asrama. Kulapati introduced Kamalavati with Suratha
as queen of King Amaraketu and requested him to drop her to her v
kingdom Hastinapur. Kamalavati though not willing to go with a
stranger, left ASrama for Hastindpura with Suratha. In the way
Suratha started to come close to Kamalavati and offered her some
beautiful ornaments. Kamalavati recognized those ornaments and
asked Suratha as to where from he got those ornaments. Suratha
- told that a few days back a group of travelers going towards
Kusagranagara were looted and these ornaments were obtained. She
told that all these ornaments are her which were given to her by



Sridatta merchant. Surataha, who was having bad intention for
Kamalavati, tried to make her happy by all means but failed. Once
he proposed Kamlavati to fulfill his desire. Kamalavati, somehow
managed to escape from Suratha but at night in the way she fell
down in a well. She stayed there in the well for four days. When she
saw the persons sent by Amaraketu in her search, she got relaxed.
Hearing the story of Kamalavati, Amaraketu became sad and
consoled her saying that it is all result of our good karmas and once
again we met. The king Amaraketu returned Hastinapura with queen
Kamalavati and abig function was organized there in their welcome

Thousands of years elapsed happily. Once when Amaraketu was
sitting in ﬁls assembly, the gaydener Samantabhadra came there and
informed him that he has seen a beaptllul young lady in the garden
lying unconscious in between the trees. After he sprinkled water on
her face, she got-up. Samantabhadra told that he started thinking
that is it the same lady which was proclaimed by the astrologer
Sumati that when a young lady will fall down in Sukumakara garden,
then the Amaraketu will be able to meet his son. Then he handed
over that beautiful lady to his wife and came here to inform the
king. The king Amaraketu became glad to know the possibility of
meeting with his son soon. Then the lady was brought to Amaraketu.
The king asked her who she is and how she fell down in the garden?

She told that in the Bharata Ksetra of Jambudvipa, there is a city
Kudagranagara where the King Naravahana is living with his wife
Ratnavati. She is Sursundari, the daughter of king Naravahana. Due
to fruition of any bad karma, she was kidnapped by someone. The
queen Kamalavati consoled her not to worry about as the king is
like her father. Kamalavati realized that Surasundari was not happy
there and her behavior was not normal. She ordered her maid servant
Hansika to know about Surasundari. After repeated request the
Surasundari told that she is daughter of King Naravahana who
somehow became friend of Bhanuvega, the son of Citrabhanu of
Kunjaravarta near Vaitadhya mountain. Bhanuvega, in order to make
the friendship more strong and permanent married her sister Ratnavati



with the king Naravahana. Very soon Ratnavati became the head of
all the queens. On her birth her father organized a big function.
Very soon she became master of many vidays like- conversation,
drama, music, handicraft, Veena, Songs, cookery, grammar, logic
etc. When she became young her father got worried about her
marriage. Once when she visited garden with her friends she saw
there a beautiful daughter of Vidyadhara. She was trying to fly in
the sky by raising her hands but was not getting to do so. She went
to her and asked who she is and what she was doing? She told me
that she is Priyarmvada, daughter of Citravega and Bandhudatta.
Bandhudatta is one of two sisters - Bandhudatta and Ratnavati of
king Bhanuvega of Kunjaravarta, near the city Ratnasanchaya situated
in southern range of Vaitadhya Mountain. Her father has one more
queen Kanakamala who has a son Makaraketu. She love very much
to Makarakrtu. Her father has initiated him in some special vidyas
and he has gone to any lonely place for accomplishment of those
vidyas. With her father's permission she came to meet him but fell
down in this garden. She had knowledge of the art of flying but due
to missing its one part, she was unable to fly. Then she asked her to
tell the first half of the vidyaso that she could remember the missing
portion. She did the same and Surasundari got remembered the
missing part. She wanted to know about me. Then she told her about
her details. She invited Priyarhvada to her house. She was very eager
to meet Makaraketu and requested her not to stop her by going.
Then she asked Priyarhvada to show the portrait which she was
carrying with her. When she showed the portrait she got fainted.
Then Basantika asked her as to whose portrait is this? Priyarmvada
replied that he is my brave and handsome brother Amaraketu.
Surasundari told that if your brother’is so handsome and brave she
should meet him. Then Priyarhvada consoled Surasundari that after
the accomplishment of the said vidya, she may meet to Amaraketu
and went back to her home. Surasundari also returned to her home.
Here ends the story of Surasundaricariam, chapter 11.
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Spreading of non-violence and
removal of fear of water.

Parshwanath Vidyapeeth, I.T.I. Road, Karaundi, Varanasi-5
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