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GENERAL EDITORIAL

In this volume is presented a bunch of five texts in different languages,
mamely, Apabhramsa, Sanskrit, Gujarati, Marathi and Hindi. They all narrate,
however, the same tales with religious and ritualistic objectives in Jainism; but
their basic motifs are of inter-religious contacts and have been popular even
outside India.

1. The Sugandha-dasami-katha ( SDK ), or Suamdha-dahami-kah3, in
Apabhramisa has two Samdhis with 21 Kadavakas in all, mostly in the Paddha-
diya and Alillaha metres. The text presented here is based on four Mss, which do
not show any significant variant readings; and one of them bears the date, Sarhvat
1676 (-57)=A.D. 1619. It was composed by Udayacandra, during his career
as a layman, at the request of his wife, Dematiya ( Devamati ? ). He was quite
conversant with the tales of Jasahara and Nayakumira : possibly he used to recite
the earlier works of Puspadanta or himself composed poems on them. He accepted
renunciation later on. Vinayacandra, the author of Ciinadi remembers Udayacandra
as his Vidyaguru and Muni Balacandra as his Dikgiguru : all these belonged to
the Mathura Samgha. Among the authors of this Samgha, it is known, Amitagati,
the contemporary of Munja, completed his Subhasita-ratna-samdoha in Sam. 1050
(-57)=A.D. 993 ; Amarakirti, his Chakkammovaesa (in Apabhrarhsa) in Sam. 1247,
i.e,AD, 1190; and Raidhii composed a number of Apabhrarhsa works at the
beginning of the 15th century A, D. Udayacandra and his pupils seem to have
lived near about Mathura and Bharatapur, Vinayacandra’s reference to Ajaya
narendra of Tihuyanagiri (or Tribhuvanagiri) has in view Ajayapala of Yaduvamsa
who was ruling in A D.1150 which, therefore, in the light of the other circum-
stantial evidence, is roughly the date of SDK of Udayacandra,

2. The SDK in Sanskrit contains 161 verses, all in Anustubh excepting the
concluding one which is in the Malini metre. It is composed in ordinary narrative
style so common in such post-medieval tales, Its author is Srutasigara, the pupil of
Vidyanandi of the Milasamgha and Kundakundinvaya Srutasigara is a prolific
writer; a large number of his works are available; and some important among them
are his commentaries on the Chappahuda, Tattvarthasiitras and Yasastilakacampii
and his Prakrit grammar Audaryacintirmani by name, He refers in his works to
some of his contemporaries like Padmanandi, Devendrakirti, Vidydnandi, Malli-
bhiisana, Laksmicandra etc. of the Surat branch of the above Amndya. He is to be
assigned to the middle and last quarters of the 15th century A.D.
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3. The SDK in Gujarati is edited here with the help of three Mss. from the
Senagana Digambara Jaina Temple, Nagpur, one of which bears the date Saka
1641, i.e,A.D.1719. It is divided into eight Bhasas, in addition to the opening
Mangala; and in all there are 205 verses. It is called a Rasa and the metrical form
adopted here reminds one of the st3 le in Apabhl amsi poems. The author is Jina-
dasa, a celibate; and he mentions his two Gurus, Sakalakirti and Bhuvanakirti
who are obviously the Bhattarakas of the Idara branch of the Mulasapgha and
Balatkiragana. He is a voluminous writer with a number of narrative and ritualis-
tic works to his credit. He lived c. 1450 A.D. His language and style border on
Apabhrarhda, Gujarati, Marathi and Hindj, and as such his compositions afford
much useful material for a comparative study of these languages. The relation bet-
ween the “authors of the Sanskrit and Gujardti SDK is interesting. Srutasigara
was the pupil of Vidyanandi of the Surat branch; and Jinadasa, a pupil of Bhuvana-
kirti of the Idara’ branch; and both of them, with one Guru intervening (Devendra:
kirti at Surat and Sakalakirti at Idara) had a common Teacher or Guru in Padma-
nandi. It is quite likely that Srutasigara and (Brahma) Jinadisa were contempo-

raries.

4. The SDK in Marathi is edited from three Mss. from Nagpur one of
which is highly valuable on account of its coloured pictures depicting different
episodes in the narration, It Contains 136 verses mostly of the pattern of Sanskrit
metres. The verses grouped under a certain metre mark out sections as it were.
The author is Jinasigara, the pupil of Devendrakirti who is the same as the
Bhattaraka ( Sam. 1757-86 ) of the Karanja branch of the Millasamgha and
Balatkaragana. Jinasagara has written some other works of the type of tales,
ritualistic manuals and hymns. From the various references found in these works
it appears that he stayed at Shirad and other places in the Parabhani Dt, ; and his .
literary activities are to be assigned to the middle of the 18th century A. D. His
Marathi expression betrays cartain peculiarities quite.common with the writers in
the area of Vidarbha; and his Vocabular'y also is interesting. -

5. The SDK in Hindi is presentéd here after retouching an earlier printed
text ( Calcutta Sam. 1986 ). It contains 143 verses mostly Caupaiyas interspersed
with Dohas etc. The author js Khusalacandra Kala, and he hailed from Sanganer
in Rajasthan. He specifies that his SDK is based on the Sanskrit work of Sruta-
sagara. He has composed Purdnas, Caritas, ritualistic manuals etc. He is later than
Srutasdgara ( last quarter of the 15th century A. D. ); and from his known dates
in other works, his literary activities are to be assigned to the middle of the 1§th
century A. D.

Thus the SDX has been popular with Jaina authors from the middle of the
12th century to 18th century A. D. Language with them, asis well-known is
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only a means to an end. Naturally they narrated this rcligious tale in  different-

languages for the Dbenefit of people who could understand them and tor the edli-
fication of the principles of Jainisin.

The narraiive structure of the SDK shows three parts : the first and the last
are two tales, and they are linked with the ritual of the Sugandha—dasami-vrata,
The broad outlines of the two fales ([ and II ) are given below ( following the
basic text in Apabhramda ).

I. King Padmanidbha of Varinasi. was proceeding to the Park in great
pomp accompanied by his harem to enjoy the sports of the spring season. On the
way he saw the monk Sudardana. As a pious Hrd.vaka, he requested his queen
Srimati to return and offer persnally healthy food to the monk. She obeyed the
king but was highly irritated at the hindrance in her spring pleasures. She returped
to the palace and offered food cooked from bitter Tumbi fruit to the monk whose
arrival had awfully offended her. This food caused pain to the monk. When the
queen returned and joined the king in the park, he instinctively felt disgust towa-
rds her; and soon her mouth started giving out dirty smell. On his return to the
palace, the king learnt from people that the food given by the queen had caused
great harm to the monk; and he banished her from the palace depriving her of
all the possessions. She met a nuserable end, She passed through a number of
sub—human Dbirths, and lastly she was born asa Candila girl with her body
emitting nauseating smell allcound. Later, on account of some religious practices,
she was born in a Brahmin family as Durgandhd Brahmani with the dirty smell
of her body persisting. She had an occasion to recollect her past sin (jiti~sinarana)
which led to this stinking smell of her body.

Fere, at the suitable context, the saint Sudarfana, preached the details of
the Sugandha—dasami-vrata, its Vidhana and Udyipana; Sugandhd duly observed
the same; she adopted renunciation in due course; and lastly, she submitted herself
to Samnyasa—marana. Consequently she 1s born as Tilakamati in her next birth.

II. Tilakamatl was a beautiful daughter of Jinadatta, a wealthy merchant
from Ratnapura. She possessed a captivating scent in her body ( as a result of
her practising the Sugandha-dadami-vrata in the early life ); and being the only
child, she was much fondled by her parents. She lost her mother while she was
yet young. The merchant married again and had from his second wife another
daughter Tcjomati. Tejomati was not as beautiful as Tilakamati, and this turned
out to be a source of jealousy for that mean mother who started ilitreating and
harassing her step-claughter. Jinadatta tried to do his best for Tilakamati.  As
the days passed, both the daughters grew to maturity causing anxiety to Jinadatta
about their marriage. The king of the locality, Kanakaprabha by name, commi-
ssioned him to proceed to a distant island for purchasing precious stones. The
merchant advised his wife to marcy off the daughters, if suitable bridegrooms
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were avajlable without waiting for his return.  The suitors showed partiality for
Tilakamati whom the mother would somehow or the other depict as inferior to
Tejomati in whom she was more interested. A match was fixed. On the marr-
iage night she left Tilakamati with the necessary wedding paraphernalia on the
cremation ground telling her that the suitor, according to their family custom,
would come there to take her hand in marriage. The king who was attracted
by her charms came to her anonymously, introduced himself as Mahisipila and
married her. The mother pretended her good intentions and proclaimed to the
public that Tilakamati had w.edded, much against her plans, a person below her
social status. She assigned, however, a room to Tilakamati where she could
welcome her husband, who, as promised, visited every night and left her before
dawn. He presented her with costly costumes and valuable ornaiments of princly
appearance. When the mother saw this, she obviously suspected that all thesc
belonged to the palace, that her husband must be a burglar, and that he must
have robbed them from the royal household. By this time Jinadatta returned
home from his duties abroad. His wife reported to him her version of all that
had happened during his absence. She told him how Tilakamati married by her
own choice; and her husband was perhaps a robber who had probably stolen
the ornaments etc. beloning to the king. Jinadatta was very much alarmed,
and he thought it safe to report the matter to the king. He pleaded his ignorence
in this connection, as he was away from the metropolis; and, presenting the
ornaments etc. before the king, he asserted that they could not belong to any
one excepling the king himslef. The King smiled and told him that he could
be forgiven provided his daghter disclosed the thief who might be duly arrested
in this affair. But poor Tilakamati could not describe her husband because she
had never met him in broad day-light. She assured, however, that she could
know him by the touch of his feet which she used to wash daily when he came
to her at night. On hearing all this from the merchant, the king arranged a
big feast at the merchant’s place at which the king himslf was present and had
all the citizens duly inviled. Tilakamati’s eyes were closed, and she was assi-
gned the duty of washing the feet of the guests, one by one. Thus, by her
touch, she could detect the thief; and it was found that he was none other than
the king himself. The king explained how that night he observed light at the
burial ground and how he happened to marry Tilakamati under the circnmstances,
His introducing himself as Mahisipila meant, he indicated, not so much the
keeper of the buffaloes but the prolector of the queens. Once more with due
pomp Tilakamati’s wedding with Kanakaprabha was celebrated , and she thus be-

came the queen with full dignity, All this, the story indicates, was the conse-
quence of the Sugandha-dafami-vrata.
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The details of the above story are related ina framework and withan
atmosphere quite common in Sramnic, especially Jaina, tales. According to Jainisim
mdividual impulses, expressions and actions affect one's spiritual constitution and
shape one’s future carecr accordingly. This is the inviolable law of Karman which
functions automatically and thus maintains the moral balance in the world. In
popular parlance, one must reap what one has sown. The consequences of Karmas
cannot be cscaped @ their fruils must be experienced. Here is no place either for
saintly or for divine intervention in the form of favour as such : this philosophy of
conduct stands uninfleenced by any reliance upon supernatural intérvention or
guidance. Pious life can reduce  the intensity of the consequences of Karmas, and
severe austerities can annihilate their  clfects. These Karmas are subtle material
forces which arise from our thoughts, words and acts and further affect and pursue
the soul through a number of rebicths giving their fruits, happy or unhappy, It is
only an omniscient Teacher or a gifted Monk that can visualise the panorama of the
Kuarmas and their consequences in the past and future of a particular spul. He can
even prescribe certain religious duties which help the soul to improve its destiny.
Thus every soul, according to Jainism, is an architect of jts own future.

While illustrating this law of Karman, the Jaina stories incidentally incorporate
a number of traits not so very prominent in other branches of Indian literature.
The theory of rebirths is presumed.  The story is not of any particular individual
but is of a particular soul 1vigrating through various births : human, snb-human,
lLicllish and divine. Pious and impious tendencies  (in thought, word and deed) are
fullowed by corresponding consequences which no one can escape. No opportunity
is lost for adding religious sermons, dogmatic details and didactic discourses throu-
gh the mouth of a Teacher who is often gifted with the vision of the past and
futurc. There are stories in storics, and  explanation of the past events or a future
course of them is narrated  through the mouth of Teacher. Sometimes the past is
narrated by the characters themselves  through jiti-smarana, Motits from folk-tales
and fables are  introduced here and there; and in depicting  the series of lives in
diticrent Lirths the author has inpumerable contexts to  create different characters
and to dclincate the workings of human minds. The spivit  of asceticism has a
predominont tone; and, almost as a rule, there is a tendency to make every chara-
cter finally retire from the world with aview  to attaining better status in the next.
All these traits are present more or less in this Sugandha-dafami-kathi.

The First Tale has some similarities elsewhere too.  In the Vedic-cum-Brah-
manic ideology the Divine Powers, often disguised under physical and cclest.ial
phenomena and their wordly representatives, namely, the Riis, are en(l(')wed with
ability to favour or to curse people on their incurring their pleasure or displeasure.
Some of the motifs of SDK are detected in this stratum of thought-patterns which
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can be assigned to quite earlier tumes.

A nymph Adrika by name was cursed by a Brihmanya, and in a subsequent

birth she was born as Matsyagandha, beautiful in appearance but having a fishy
smell for her body. Parddara Rsi fell in love with her; and, as a reward for her
_love, he blessed her to get rid of her fishy smell. Since then Matsyagandhd became
Gandhavati or Yojanagandha with her bodily scent spreading all round. She has a
significant place in the Pandava tale. Though the motif is the same as in the SDK
the circumstances under which it is elaborated are dilterent. The Rsi cult and the
Muni cult have their distinct moral ideologies : the foriner belongs to the Vedic-
Brahmanic stream of thought and the latter to the Sramanic one. The back-ground
of SDK is of the Sramanic pattern.

The counterparts of this story are found in Jaina literature elsewhere too.
In the Nayadhammakahio, XVI, Nagadri ofiers bitter poison-like food to a monk,
Dharmaruci by name, who himself ate it ( to save the lives of many insects ) and
died. She was condemned by all and banished from home for this heinous act.
She wandered helplessly suffering many ailments.  She passed through  various
miserable rebirths. Then she was born as Sumali, the touch of whose body was
simply repulsive. After practising pravrajya she was born as Draupadi so well-
known in the Pandava tale. This story occurs in the Ardhamagadhi canon which
contains older portions; and the present form of it goes back to the middle of the
fifth century A. D. This has usual Jaina atmosphere. It is interesting to note how
both Matsyagandh& and Stmald belong to the cycle of Pan ava legends. Hari-
bhadra ( middle of the 8th century A. D. ) gives an illustrative story in his
commentary on the Sivayapannatti. A trader’s daughter felt disgusted by the

“unclean appearance of a monk, and conscquently she was born as a courtezan
whose body had a nasty simell. She duly suffered for her sin, and was later wedded
in a royal family.

In the Harivamsa of Jinasena (A.D. 783; see also Mahasena’s Pradyumnaca.
rita, VIII. 140, 160 and Harisena’s Brhatkathakosa, 108), Laksmmimati, as a result
ot her attitude of disgust towards the monk Samadbigupta, contracted leprosy.
Later, passing through a number of rebirths, she was born as a fisherman's daugh-

_ter with a body of stinking smell. She followed the religious instructions of a
monk and led a pious life; after death she was born in hieaven; and thence she
was born as Rukmiyi, the daughter of king Bhisma,

In the Brhatkathikofa (No 57) of Harisena (A. D. 931, see also Sricandra’s
Kathdkosa in Apabhrarmsi, c. 1060 A. D. and Punpydasrava Kathiikosa Nos. 36-
37 ) there is the story of Putigandha who had a stinking smell for her body as a
result of her having given the food of bitter Tumbi to the saint Samadhigupta.
Ptigandha observed the Rohini Vrata ( a <_:ounterpa1‘t of the Sugandha-dasami
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Vrata ) and was cunsequently born as a princess.

Inall these Jaina stories, bodily ailments and stinking smell are the results
of some harm or oltence meted out to a monk; then follow a series of lower
rebirths; then in one birth religious practices are adopted; and therealter follow
better grades of existence and happiness. In the tale of Matsyagandha, the circums-
tances are different; the moral values of the Rsis have a different ‘pattern from
those of the monks in Jaina tales; and there is no stress on the series of rebirths
through which the soul has to pass. In the Visnupurdna, however, thereis a story
which presents a series of rebirths, resulting from one’s showing some respect to a
Pakhanpdi saint, perhaps of the Muni pattern.

Thus 1t is seen that the basic motif is worked out differently in different
patterns  of religious ideology; somehow the tale is associated with the cycle of .
Pandava legends: and in due course with the Jaina authors the story assumed a
definitive form to popularise the Rohini or the Sugandha-dadami Vrata with
religious objectives.

The Second Tale in the SDK is perhaps more important and interesting
for a student of comparative folk-lore, because tales of similar notifs are found in
French and German. The story in IFrench is found in the first part of the forty-
one volumes of the Cabinet des Fees by Charles Parrault who lived from 1628-
1703 A.D. Since then it has become very popular, and its English version is
often reproduced in Children’s book under the title ‘Cindrella’ or ‘The Little
Glass Slipper”.  The outlines of the story are as below :

A rich man’s wife died, leaving behind her a beautiful young daughetr. He
married again, and his second  wife brought with her into her new howe her two
previous daughters. The latter were not so beautiful as their motherless half-sisters,
therefore they as well as theic mother were very jealous of her.  As a result of
this jealosy, she was very much neglected and harassed in the family. She has to
do all the household duties as well as serve her more fortunate sisters in maintai-
ning their fashion and tastes. Once a dance-festival was arranged at the palace; and
there the prince was expected to choose his bride. The two daughters with their
mothers went to attend  the same, while poor Cindrella was left behind to roll in
the cinders which had given her the name. Her lamentations drew the attention of
a fairy who transformed her into a fashionable young maid aud provided her with a
magic carriage and entourage to escort her to the royal festival.  Vhere the prince
was attracted by her charms and danced with her for the most part. She was 1n-
vited for the second day also, and she went there again with similar magic equip-
ment. The prince was simply enchanted, and he spent his whole time with her.
She too was enraptured so much in the company of the prince that she forgot to
return to her residence before midnight as was prescribed by her god-mother, the
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fairy. When the clock struck twelve, she was shocked; and she rushed out of the
palace. In hurry one of her magical glass-slippers slipped from her foot and was
left behind. The magic carriage and guard were no more there; and she had to
struggle he way up in her usual rags with great difficulty. Luckily the wheel of
her step-sister’s carriage gave way on the road; and, therefore, they were also late
in returning home. Thus her absence remained undiscovered, and she escaped
punishment which might otherwise have been inflicted on her. The glassslipper
which was leit in the palace was picked up by the prince; and he insisted that he
would marry only the bearver of that slipper. A vigorous search was, therefore,
made but the slipper would not fit any maiden in the capital : it was either a bit
too short or a bit too large. At lastit was tricd on the foot of the unlucky girl,
Cindrella; and lo, it fitted her foot excellently. Not that, but she also took out the
other slipper from her bosom where she had kept it hidden all this time and put it
on her other foct. The proof was irrefutable, and the turn of fortune did take place.
Cindrella was no mwore a harassed orphan : she was now the princess.

There is also a German version of this slory with the title ‘Ashputtel’. 1t
occurs in the ‘Kinder and Hausmarchen’, a collection of {olk-tales in threce volumes
by Jacob Ludwick Karl Grinun (1783 to 1863 A.D.). Here the opening part of
the story is the same as in the French version. But the development of the story
ditfers. The father wants to go to a Dbig fair, and he asks her daughters what he
should bring for them. His two step-daughters ask for dresses and ornaments, but
his motherless daughter Ashputtel desired that he should bring for her the twig of
a tree which might touch his head on the way. Accordingly, the father brought
for her the twig of a Hazel trec which Ashputtel planted on the grave of her mo-
ther and sprinkled it over with her tears. By her day-tc<day care it grew into a
big tree. There is now the dance-festival at the palace which Ashputtel attended
through the kindness of a bird dwelling on that Hazel tree. The festival lasted for
three days; and on the last day, she forgot her time of relura. She rushed home,
and the prince chased her right upto the garden of her residence where she
sudcenly disappeared, The prince was highly disappointed, but could get hold of
her golden slipper which was tricdd on the feet of her first step-sister the next day.
The mother succeeded in squcezing her foot in by cutting off her big too-, But
when the prince rode with her by the side of the Hazel tree, a voice came that he
was deccived. So the prince discarded her, and the gold slipper was tried on the
foot of her younger sister. The mother again squeezed her foot in without minding
profuse bleeding. But again when he rode with her, the Dbird at the Hazel tree
warned him that he was deceived. This time the slipper was tried on the foot of

Ashputtel, and it fitted here excellently. This time the Hazel bird also approved of
his choice and Ashputtel became the princess.
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When we compare the motifs and the framework of the second Tale in-

the SDK “in Apabhramia and of the stories in French and German, we find that

there is much that is basically common : the motherless child, the jealousy and

tyranny of the step-mother towards her, contact with a prince and acquisition

of queenship. The First Tale, as we s1w, was attended by diflferent atmosphere
in Vedic-cum-Brahmanic and  $ramanic or Jaina  patterns of it. Likewise there
are ditfferences in the ditails of the second Tale, and they are noteworthy as
they reveal essential divergences between the Indian and Western or European
ideals and customs.  While in the Western stories the second wife comes in to
the home with two daughtets from her former husband, no such contingency
is conceived here. There is no context for dances and festivals of the court to
which the Indian maidens go to participate in. The king’s attention, on the contrary,
is drawn to the unfortunate girl by her extraordinary presence at the cemetery at
night and the story of her misfortune consegquent upon her father’s absence from
home by the king's order.  The pun on the word Mahisipila is peculiar to Indian
literary genius. The wife's claim that she could recognise her husband better by
the touch of his feet than by the sight of his face is supremely Indian. One parti-
cularly noteworthy fcature of the Apabhrarisa story is that it has tibsolutely no
supernatural element in it at any stage of its development, while the Western tales
\dcpend so much on the part of the fairy that they would collapse without her.

Western story is fabulous, while the_Indian story is very natural and highly romantic.

In view of the conmumon motifs one fecls that the stories have not grown
independently but go back toa common source. It is not as yet possible to
demonstrate the steps by which the story might have migrated from country to
country. Al that one can do at this stage is to note the age in which the story is
said to have got currency in each country. The German story was collected by
]. L. Karl Grimm who is known to have lived from 1785-1 8§63, while the time
of the French writer Charles Tarrauvlt was from 1828-1703. The tradition of
the SDK tale is pretty old in India. Khusilacandra’s Hindi version goes back
to the middle of the 18th century A.D. Jinasigara’s Marathi version belongs to
c. 1725 A.D. Srutasigara’s Sanskrit and Jinadisa’s Gujarati versions are o be
assigned to the middle of the 15th century A.D. ; and the Apabhramsa version
is to be dated in the middle of the 12th century A.D. It is already demonstrated
by oriental scholars like Max Miiller, Hertel and others that many Indian tales
found in the Jatakas, Paficatantra, Kathisaritsigara etc. have travelled westward
and have been nasrated there changing their details to suit the local conditions.
It.is quite likely that the second Tale of the SDK has likewise travelled to the
west. Itis however for further researches to detect the stages of its travel to
thc western countries.
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This tale of the SDK has proved quite catching with the result that its
‘nfluence is scen in subsequent literature as well. The story of Aramasdobha
included in the commentary of Gunasekhara ( A.D. 1363 ) on the Sammatta-
sattari, for instance, clearly betrays the influence of the tales of the SDK; and
some of its elements bear close comparison with those in the French and German
versions of the tale.

It is extremely obliging of Professor Dr. Hiralal Jain, Jabalpur University,
to have contributed this volume to the Mirtidevi Jaina Granthamaiia published
by the Bharatiya Jninapitha. His rich contributions 1o the study of Apabhramsa
language and literature are of 2 sound and significant nature in the field of Indian
learning. His study of the Apabrarhsa SDX goes back to forty years when he
frst introduced a ms. of it in his essay on Apabhrarhsa literature ( Allahabad
1925 ). Since then he steadily collected material on this work in different
languages with the result that he has given us here a superb edition of the SDK
in five languages, an unique compendium indeed. In January 1956, he pre-
sented a paper to the Prikrit and Jainism section of the All-India Oriental Con-
ference, Annamalaingar, dealing with this topic : ‘Parallelism of Tales between
Apabhmn'léa and Western Literature’ ; and here his Hindi Introduction is a model
of its kind in which all the aspects of these texts are thoroughly studied.

The Nagpur Ms. of the Mardthi SDK is luxuriously illustarated with a
large number of multi-coloured pictures exhibiting various situations and events
in the story. This Ms., it may be noled, is used ina Temple at Nagpur for public
recital and exhibition of the story on the Sugandha-dasami day which {alls on the
10th of the bright fortnight of the month of Bhadrapada, i. e., August-September,
as it illustrates the result of observing the fast on that day. In this volume this
entire Ms., with the illustartions in black and white, is printed: and to give an
idea of the basic pictures to the readers four illustartions are reproduced in their
original multicolour form. The value of this publication is highly enhanced by
this feature. It is hoped that the art-critic as well as the pious Jaina ( who would
like to recite and see the SDK at the time of his/her observing the Vrata ) will
welcome the Marathi Version of the tale with the illustrations.

This edition is planned to serve different interests. For a student of
comparative folk-lore ample inaterial is presented in the learned Introduction of
the Editor who has given the additional sources in original as well in the Appen-
dices. For students of Mid-and Modern Indo-Aryan languages these Versions
give rich linguistic material for compartive study. And lastly, the pious Jaina
has all the available texts of the SDK for his SvAdhydya at the time of his/ her

Vrata, Al these are indeed grateful to Dr. H. L. Jain for this valuable compen-
dium of the SDX.
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Words cannot adequately express how grateful we feel to Smt. Ramadevi
Jain and  Shri Shanti Prasad Jain but for whose benign patronage such costly
publications could never have seen the light of day. May their selfless partici-
pation in this Jfidna-yajiia earn them the beneficial Pupyas ! Our thanks are due
to the authorities of the Sena Gana Bhandara, Nagpur, for placing at our disposal
the illustrated Ms. of the Mariathi SDK and for allowing us to print its illustra-
tions in this volume. This Ms, is a valuable treasure, and its safety once caused
us great concern : we are happy, however, that we could present it in a worthy
form. Itis almost with a pious zeal that Sighai Mojilal & Sons, Jabalpur, co-
operated with us in nicely printing these illustrations, nay the entire Marathi Ms.
of the SDK. Dr. V.S. Agrawal, an experienced art-critic as he is, has obliged
us with his learned observations on these illustrations, and he desreves our thanks.
Our sincere thanks we offer to Shri Laxmichandra Jain who is enthusiastically
implementing the scheme of publications of the Jnanapitha. In bringing out this
volume he patiently bore with us the delay, even some ups and downs, which
are often inevitable for reasons beyond anybody’s control. 1If this edition comes
upto the expectation of all those who have patiently waited for it, well, we feel
amply rewarded for all our efforts. Lastly, our hearty thanks are due to Dr.H.L.
Jain for his labour of love on the SDK the critical study of which has enabled
him to present valuable results in comparative folk-lore and religion in his Hindi
Introduction, For the benefit of those who cannot read Hindi, the important
details from it are presented here in the General Editorial.

Dhavala

"VIII, Rajarampuri,

Kolhapur ( S. Rly. ) A N. Upadhye
Vijayadadami :

5th October 1965
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((uvmmaw 2, vo Wifz ) 1 gwErEF mod amiz anfa gmaend D 33 & 0@, frg T
SAUE IFA AN 32 9EFT AT meq 4 foar (( MgARA ¢, ve ) 1 E@AIE Fg qmed
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38% ITW T'T-AMT aH A1 gfacz g1 aar | 09T 8T W@H 3g w@S! AU TH
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