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“ The remarkable faunistic richness of the Okhamandal
Coast is demonstrated most emphatically by the wonderful variety
of sponge, hydroid and polyzoon life catalogued in the valuable
papers contributed by Professor A, Dendy, E.R.S. and Miss Laura
R. Thornely. ” [ Introduetion. p.p. VII, Part II ]
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After Udipi, probably the largest number of sinistral chanks
are to be found in the temples of the sacred land of Kathia-
war, rich in the associations with the later life of Krishna;
while in Bet in 1906, I found richly ornamented Chanks in the
Shankh-Narayan, Lakshmi and Satya Bhamaji Temples [ plate 1].
That in the last named is a particularly large and handsome
shell, probably the finest sinistral chank in existence and con-
sequently and almost priceless treasure. The shell possessed
by Shankh-Narayan Temple is a small elongated specimen offered
at the shrine some twenty years ago by a Bhatia from Zanzibar :
that of the Lakshmi Temple is a short broad one of the small size
with handsome arabesque ornamentation on .the mounting—it
has been in the possession of the temple since Samvat 18go
(A.D. 1835) [Marine Zoology of Okhamandal (India) by
James Hornel F. I. S.- part II, p.p. 1g-20].
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‘¢ Marin Zoology of Okhamandal—lndla” by James
Hornell, F.IS., London p- 18.

Chank Flshmg

The Chank or Shank ( Jurbinellaapyrum) is a shell as
characteristic historically of Okhamandal as the pear] oyster of
Jamnagar, and although neither this nor the section dealing with
other marine products which follow, come within the terms of
reference of my investigation, I trust that the following notes of
‘what I learned and the impressions received will be approved and
prove useful. ‘

At many places along the coast from Dwarka to Beyt, the
Chank occurs in sufficient abuandance to make Chank fishing a
small local industry. : g :

Since Samvat 1918 (A.D. 1861) the monopoly of the
fishing has town vested in the Baroda Government »?
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