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INTRODUCTION,

e o R s

The religion of the Vaidikas, or thoss who beligve in
the authority of the Vedas and observe the Vedic rites, is
quite distinct from that of the Upanishads, or those who
believe in the doctrines and philosophy expoanded in the
Upanishads, The former is ujually called Karmamimamsa,
while the latter is termed Brahmamimamsa. The Mimawmsakas
or commentators on the Vedas bhave their own theory of
knowledge, ethics, and philosophy, and base it upon the
Vedas, The Brahmamimamsakas, on the other hand, take
their stand on the Upanishads, and expound their theory of
knowledge, ethics, and philosophy, which is not merely
distinet from that of Vaidikas, but quite opposed to it. While
the three important schools of the Brahmamimamsakas, the
dualists, the qualified monists, and the monists, centre their
religious philosophy in what they call Brahma or universal
soul, omniscient, omnipotent, and all-pervading, and attempt
to realie their Brahma rather by Rajn Yoga method of
contemplation than through the Vedic rituals, the Karma-

Mimamsakas deny the existence of an omnipotent and
omniscient deity, and declare that the mere performance of
the rites laid down in the Vedas enables the performer to
attain the promised paradise after death. Thus while the
Vaidika looks upon action as chief means to acquire
happiness in this as well as in the next world, the follower
of the Upanishad proclaims true knowledge, with renunciation
of all action, as the only means to realiso self and eternal
bliss

Thus the Karma-Mimamsaka is & man of tha world

“in the full sense of the word, and boldly engages himself in
all those worldly activities which are regardod as moral
either according to Vriddhavyavahara, opinion of the elders
in society, or according to the Vedas, For the thorough
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performance in all details of the Vedie rites which promise
him a paradise, he is obliged to devote himself to the six
professions, performance .of sacrifice, officiating in the sacrifice
of others for reward, learning, teaching, bagging, and giving
alms to others, On occasions of distress and unfavourable
ciroumstances, he is at liberty to take to agriculture, trade or
military life, and earn wealth thereby for the performance
of the obligatory Vedic sacrifices, Iis templo is a room in
his house and his idol is fire in the altar in the room. Ie
has no other temple or idols of gods than the above two.
It is his duty to learn while young, and to marry and beget
obildren, always keeping the sacred fire near at hand. A
cow or two he is obligel to possess to supply him with milk
and butter for his daily and fortnightly sacrifices. Cattle-
rearing is thus a sacred duty he has to perform.

Such in brief is the religion of the Vaidikas, and i3
in the opinion of all Indian scholars the oldest of all Hindu
religions.

Jaimini is the name of the founder of this religion.
According to Indian tradition he was the contemporary of
Parasara and Vyasa-Badarayana, who lived during the
Mahabharata war in the 10th or 11th century B. C. In the
opinion of western ssholars he is not earlier than the first or
gecond century B. C. With a view to regulating and systemat-
ising the Vedic rites and expounding the ritualistic philosopby,
he is said to have composed the Mimamsa Sutras, treating of
a thousand controversial topics in twelve Adhyayas, Theso
sutras set forth the doubts as to the precise order and detail
in which the various rites making a particular sacrifice are
. performed, and discussing the alternative suggestions made in
order to get rid of doubts expound the reasons in' defence of
the conclusions arrived at. In the course of these discussions,
principles of ethics, psyclology, logic, religious philosophy are
all briefly enunciated and expounded. But the sutras are so
enigmatic and discussion so subtle that the subjects treated of -
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are beyond the comprehension of the ordinary reader. Hence
Sabaraswamin about the third or fourth century A. D. wrote
an elaborate commentary on the sutras and supplied the long-
felt want. Tor the purpose of making the subject still clearer
and expounding the general principles of this Vedic religion
there came other commentators in time. At the close of the
9th century A. D. when Sankara was propounding his monist-
ic philosopby, there flourished two celebrated teachers of
Mimamsa, Bbatta Kumarila, representative of the orthodox
gchool, and Prabhakara or Guru of the liberal school. While
both are equally determined in denying the existence of an
omniscient deity and in maintaining the eternal existence of
a solf-revealed text like the Vedas, they are opposed to each
other in their views on some important quasi-religious mat-
ters, such as caste, ethics, and education.

While Bhatta Kumarila takes elaborate pains to prove
that a Brahman by birth is a creature forming a distinct
species like a cow, horse, goat and the like, however illegi-
timato and obscure his birth might have been, . Guru seems
to have been of the opinion that Brahmanya or Brahman-
hood is not at all a distinet ethnic group, but merely a pro-
fessional class. Again on the question of ethics they seem
to havs differed from each other as widely as the poles.
While Kumarila attempts to base secular ethics on the au-
thority of the Vedas, Guru secems to have held that goodness
or badness of secular acts depended upon the views of elders
in society, and that as the views of society on matters secular
were ever changing as contrasted with the immutability of
religious acts laid down in the eternal texts of the Vedas,
secular acts once considered good might be regarded as bad
in a succeeding generation,

, Similarly, on. matters educational Guru holds the teacher
responsible for the education of the youth, and says that it
is the duty of teachers to kindle a taste for education in the
youth and teach him what is worthy of teching. He goes
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oh further to say that it is next to impossible that a boy
or youth, naturally quite incapable of knowing what would do
good to him or what bad, should go to seek education from
a teacher and consider himself responsible for his- ignorance
or eulightenment. It is therefore quite clear, he says, that
all grown-up men or parents in general should hold them-
selves responsible for the education of the rising generation.
Bhatta Kumarila on the other hand relieves the teacher from
this onerous duty and throws the burden on the student
himself. Accordingly, while Bhatta Kumarila explains the
Vedic injunction ¢ Svadhyayah adhyetavyah, ” “ one should
study the Vedas ” literally, and holds the student himself
responsible for his own study, Guru takes the same sentence
in the causative sense, and says that the teacher should cause
the student to learn the Vedas and the like, holding the
teacher responsible for the-learning of the youth.

It is probable that there are other equally important
questions on which these two authorities on Vedic religion
held quite diverging views. But unfortunately for us, the.
works of Guru on the Mimamsa Sutras are yet to be discov-
ered, and it is hoped that before long manuscripts of Guru’s
two commentaries called Brihati, great and small, will be
recovered and published. As to Bbatta Kumarila’s works on
Mimamsza, many of them have already been printed, and
Oriental scholars are fully acquainted with the viows of bhis
school on matters both religious and secular. Unfortunately,
liberal views held by the Guru school seem to have beén so
detestcd by the orthodox schocl that no care is taken in
the preservation of this important literature. In the ZTantra-
rahasya embodying the views of Guru School ( herein pre.
sented for the first time to the public in the Gackwad’s
Oriental Series published by the liberal Government of H. H.
the enlightened Sayaji Rao, Maharaja of Baroda ) a list of
works Dbelonging to the Guru School is enumerated in the
fow introduotory verses in the beginning. They are the twg
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commentaries on the Mimamsa Sutras by Guru himself called
Guru Bribati and Laghu Bribati, and Prakarana Panchika
and other works by Salikanatha, Bhattanatha is another
author who is said to bave written two commentaries on the
works written by Guru.

The present work Tantrarahasya by TRamanuja-
charya, a learned Brahmans of the Godaveri District, seems
to have boen an extensive work, inclusive of a commentary
on the whole of Jaimini’s Mimamsa Sutra. Only the first
five chapters of this work, however, being an introduction to
bis commentary on the Sutras, have been so far obtained,
As in this introduction he has clearly presented in brief the
views of the Guru School on the Vaidika religion, as explain-
ed above, its publication will not fail to be a valuable ad-
dition to the stock of knowledge so far gathered on the
Mimamsa religion of the Iindus.

This Introduction consists of five Chapters. In the first
the author explains the theory of knowledge, as propounded
by Guru. In the second, Categories of knowable objects arg
expounded, The third deals with the authority of the Vedas
and ethics. The fourth treats of the nature of a Sastra,
and the fifth deals with the necessity of expounding a Sastra.

The theory of knowledge expounded by the Mimamsalkas
is_quite different from that of the logicians. The latter say
that perception of an object comes home when the soul comes
in union with mind and the mind with sensory organs, and
those organs with the object in question, Perception can bo
valid only when the object is perceived as it really is with
reference to its intrinsic properties and functions. The per-
caption of a conch-shell as a piece of silver is invalid inasmuch
as it has no properties and functions of silver. The Mimams.
sakas on the other hand say that every sensation ocouring
through the cutaneous, olifactory, auditory and other sensory
nerves is valid, whether or not the object in question is
perceived as it really is, At the time of perception it ig



(8)

valid, and its invalidity comes home only when the object
perceived or mistaken for another does not serve the purpose
of the object for which it is mistaken, Differing from the
Bhatta School which regards negative evidence as valid
perception, the Prabhakaras reject negative evidence or Abhava
as an evidence.

-In the list of categories of knowable things, the Bhat-
tas include Jati or Genus or Species as a separate category,
and regard Brahmanhood as a distinct ethnic category. Under
Jaimini Sutra I. 2, 2, Kumarila discusses the question at
length, and arrives with sophistic reasoning at the conclusion
that Brahmanhood is a Jati or an ethnic element or group
quite distinct from other castes.

Following the views of Guru on this question, the
author of the Tuntrarahasye says in one sentenca that Brab-
manatva is not at all a Jati, This view is quite opposed
not merely to that of Kumarila but also to that of Patanjali.
‘Under Panini II. 2, 6. Patanjali also discusses the question,
and bases the distinction of Brahman caste on its colour and
facial characteristics, Ie says that ¢ Penance, learning and
birth make a Brahman. In his physical characteristics, a
Brahman is gaura (white), of pure character and conduct,
tawny-eyed ( Pingalaksha ) and red-haired. It is not possible,
he says, to mistake for a Brahman a man who is as black
as a heap of black beans and seated in his shop. Patanjali
might have had some reason in the white colour of the
early Brahman to regard him as a man of distinct species
and race like that of the modern Europcan, whose racial
vanity is exactly on a par with the caste vanity of the
Brahman, But Kumarila had no such colour distinction to
base his caste system upon. He had on the other hand, as
referred to by himself, a number of instances of Brahmans
born of doubtful parentage, and of persons passing for
Brahmans by imitating Brahman-customs. In defence of the
Brahmanhood of persons of illegitimate birth he says that by
strighly observing the oustoms of true Brabmans, the man of
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illegitimate birth will regain Brahmanhood for his descendants
in the fifth or seventh gemeration, as stated in the sutras of
Gautama and Apastamba. The Prabhakaras accepted no such
hollow reasoning and gladly rejected the view as unsound.
They say that it is Sastra and faith in the Sastra that has
brought about caste.

Coming to the theory of ethics, our author distinguishes
religious from secular acts. Ido says that those pious acts
which are done for ends neither visible nor realisable in this
life, and which are known as causes of certain invisible
results only through the Vedas, are religious acts. They are
all manantara-ameya, i. e,, not perceivable except through the
Vedas. As to worldly or secular acts, their goodness or bad-
ness is dependent upon Vriddhavyavahara, the opinion of the
elders in society. It is through this opinion or social conscious-

‘ness that an act is deemed good or bad. From time to time
the opinion of the elders, or social consciousness as mirored
in the opinion of the elders, is changing, and therefore _the
opinion of ancients is no authority on the acts of present
generation. -

As regards the chief incentive for activity, there i3 a
consensus of opinion among the Mimamsakas, that it is pleasure,
to be realised either in this or the next world. They all
reject utility as no chief incentive, and say that utility is
too common a feature of all activity to be seriously thought
of. It is a proverb that not even an idiot undertakes a work
unless he is quite aware of the usefulness of its results. As
to those self-sacrificing activities for which no kind of pleasuve
seems to he an incentive, even there the innate self-pleasure
experienced in self-denial for the sake of others is the true
incentive. Hence it is that the Vedantists who condemn all
activity as sinful, and consider renunciation and self-contemp-
lation as the highest virtue, regard the innate self-pleasure in
contrast with objective pleasure as the sole incentive for the
withdrawal of their mind from the objective to the sub-

. jective world,
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To the Mimamsakas it is public opinion that decides
what is pleasant and what is unpleasant in results of secular
acts. Regarding religious acts, all obligatory acts laid down
in the Vedas ought to be done, however unpleasant and diffi-
cult they might be. B

In the last two chapters the author goes to explain what
a Sastra means and what is taught in a Sastra. According
to the author a Sastra is a treatise which lays down certain
acts, the results of which can be verified by no known means,
Accordingly, a Sastra is solely based upon authoritative reveal-
ed texts and has nothing to do with reasoning. It appeals
only to faith, but not to reason.

The so-called revealed texts are handed down from
generation to generation and have no beginning. They are
regarded as oternal, as no author is known of them.

The interpretation of the Sastras is however dependent,
upon reasoning. Without the aid of reasoning no revealed text
can be correctly interpreted. There is no difference in the
means availed of to interpret a Sastra or any secular literary
work based upon reasoning. _

Little or nothing is known about the date of the author,
In his introductory verses he says that he lived in Dharma-
~ puri on the bank of the Godaveri, and was a worshipper of

God Nrisihma, an incarnation of Vishnu.

Judging by the style of his work, it may he presumed
that he was not older than the 18th century A. D. and later
than Khandadeva and Anantadeva, who all lived at the close
of the 17th century A. D. :

The edition of the texé is based upon three manuscripts
belonging to the Government Oriental Library in Mysore. Of
them one is a palm-leaf manuscript and two are paper manu-
seripts, all written in Telugu characters. The palm-leaf manu-
seript is almost correct and the -best of the three.

MYSORE, " R. SHAMASASTRI,
14th December, 1922, '
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