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W S FHI AT oIgd AR AR 31
AT | I8 T b SxaR ¥ Al k871 39 e farRyat & won
&1 9o 9t foherg ‘gf<esar & fobar 38— Megasthenes gives

avivid description of the qualities of the Prasii people, they may

be sampled as follows :-
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“All the Indians are free and none of them is a slave. They

do not even use aliens as slaves and much less a country man of

their own.

They live frugally. They observe good order. Theftis a
very rare occurrence. Their manners are simple. They have no
suits about pledges or deposits. They confide in each other.
Their houses and property they genérally leave unguarded. They

possess good, sober sense.”

AR $ 59 U F g8 W Ba1 ¥ 5 uren
%1 ot | wrE SR St % PR RO ¥ 3 orRt o
YR PEBR WaIAT T ¥ |

“All the Prachyas were considered by the Brahmanas as
Asuras, the non-Aryan Bharatiya people. It was very difficult to
establish the Brahmanjc Yagnic way of life in these Prachya Asura
regions. The concept Prachya, in the age of Megasthenes re-
ferred to the whole of the eastern Bharata. These Prachyas were
anti-Brahmanical people.” (Ancient India)
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B B TR Kusagrapur was the original capital of
Magadha which was called Rajagriha of ‘Royal Residence’. It
was also named Girivraja on hill surrounded which agrees with

the ‘Hiuen Tsang’s description of it as a town surrounded by
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mountains...Fa.. Hien......... . states that the five hills from a girdle
like the walls of a town, which is an exact description of old

Rajagriha or Purani Rajagir as is now called by the people.

3R A QW PY T JHTETERT B for ot | aaeadgfin %
TR TfOTehT BT Ioold el & S SRR @l TTforenT off |
qEEY 99 & qIg 7 H gd d B AT RT garr S
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719 3R ISR YT 1971 Y | Wl Ted] §. qd H W ST
Tl 9IRS &1 Faled 97 G 7 o7 | W @) 9y ek
faeTr 1 B SR e e off oy faw 7 £ 1. <
PRI BT HAT 8-

“Magadha had something for more important : the met-
als,"and proximity to the river............ Rajgir had the first imme-
diate source of iron at its disposal. Secondly, it stradded (with
Géya to which the passage was through denser forest) The main
route to India’s heaviest deposits of iron and copper, to the
south cast in the Dhalbhum and Singhbhum districts.......... thus
Magadha had a near monopoly over the main source of state
craft, Canakya was fully aware of the importance of mining :
The treasury depends upon mining, the army upon treasure
(Artha 2.12) : The mine is the womb of war materials (Artha
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From the Uvasagadasao and the Antagadadasao we learn that

there was a temple called Punnabhadda (which we have dealt
with in the following lines) at Campa in the time of Shdhannan,
one of the eleven disciples of Mahavira, who succeeded him as
the head of the Jaina sect after his death. It is said that the town

was visited by Sudharman, at the time of Kunika Ajatasatru
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who went there bare-footed to see the Ganadhara outside the

city which was again visited by Sudharman’s successors.
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tradition that there should be a temple of Sthulabhadra in the
<‘:ity which is located in Gulzarbagh ward. (Alltekar and Mishra
Report Kum. Exca 1951-55 p. 10)
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The Prasii surpass in powers and gory every other people
in the whole of India and their capital being Palibothra is a very
large and wealthy city, after which some call the people itself the
Palibothra, may, even the whole tract along the Ganges. Their
king has in his pay a standing army of 600,000 foot-soldiers,
30,000 cavalry and 9,000 elephants: (Ancient India)
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Chandragupta Maurya was a powerful and glorious mon-
arch of the Prachya people. This Prachya kingdom did not ex-
tend only upto the Indus river but much beyond, upto the
Kaukasos region in the north and Arachosia and parts of
Gedrosia in the far west. He had a very large military force, and
vast financial resources. Chandragupta’s rise to greatness is in-

deed a romance of history. ----
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Chandragupta in his last days, renounced the world and
followed the Jaina migration led by Bhadrabahu to a place in
Mysore known as Shravana Belgola, where some local inscrip-
tions still perpetuate memory of Chandragupta and Bhadrabahu
living together as saints. The hill where he lived is still known as
Chandragiri, and a temple crected by him as Chandraguptabasti.
Chandragupta, in the true Jaina fashion, fasted unt'o%death
(Samlekhana Samthara) in this place. As he belonged to the
Shramanic way, the chroniclers of the Brahmanic way gave hin{
a degraded descent. He was called base-born, a Shudra, an
outcaste and of low birth. He is said to have blood relationship
with the Nandas who are said to have low and immoral origin.
The Brahmana puranas and other literature speak despisingly
of (the Nandas and) Chandragupta. Why ? answer is that he

was a Prachya hero.
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Chandragupta is called a Prachya because he was the
ruler of the Prachya territory and the non-Aryan Asura Prachya
people. Chandragupta, the Prachya, was a great Jaina hero fol-

lowing the Shramanic way of life.
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Mauryan Bihar are a number of caves in the Barabar and
Nagarjun Hills, dedicated by Ashoka and Dasaratha to the
Ajivika sect.
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31ferepier GwIfer &% & | An apitome of Jainism H T & fordy
forar & fh Samprati was a great Jain monarch and a staunch
supporter of the faith. He erected thousands of temples through-
out the length and breadth of its vast empire and consecreted
large number of images. He is stated further to have sent Jain
missionaries and ascetics abroad to preach Jainism in the dis-
tar;t countries and spread the faith amongst the people there.
_ --An Epitome of Jainism, Appendix A. p. v
ﬁ%mgﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬂﬁwvﬁamm
F forel o oot ft gfevieR 81 “GRIeTs SolIgT YId
¥ orge <F. WY aTear 3 fora & R 99 g7 91 @R
gere Fuify ¥ A9 o=y a7l e WY 98T eHd! oI HieR
¥ | et AT WY @ gerd % IR 268 BIO-a G
T FTd @R B I Hfdl U< g8 = | HaT Sl & fob F8RIon
TR & T | FET 700 O HAR o JoOr e Bl gl &
TG 700 Tt IO T ALK ATH Bl AU SfAT P GRH
o 1 e e off | Foefet fe 3 o & s BeHenie Bt
9y RIRER Wsel W 3353 Wi S ¥ 1 a8 W fham € gwa
fremm 2, Ree w93 sifdd &= § a1 1% 1919 &1
I AT B TEAT 7 | {89 B9t 9o g7 3R U
g4 IR 91 AR F1 RrAie T B 1 GHI g Av
39 HfR &Y e vomreht agd wrhA w1l & wWE ¥ S
efe 71 gz Hfex <o wwifa &1 gAmn gen for 2




bo foerR au-3y, 3 oF

fafdy el woy & AR TealgF @1 = A
SHRATA! F UIeeligs § 3 oY | 39 997 geaigs d Jous
RIS} T 199 0T | 8d dHedghy & udl gerar & {6 greeiigs
S BUS IS O g1 o | IEfort ya=e ofR yHad aRk= A
e B ¢ [ arefor gR 7 ureeliqa & qous ITol &l
AfeTsp dreT 9 o fomar o |

The continuity of Jainism at Pataliputra in the Ist-2nd cen-
tury A. D. is proved by the Tattvarthasutra of Umasvati, which is
held in esteem by both the Svetambara and Digambara Jains and
was composed in the city towards the beginning of the Christian
era. Jainism in this period appears to have attracted the Muruﬁdas
of Patna. The Brhatkalpavrtti refers to a Murunda king of
Pataliputra, who was a pious Jain and whose widowed sister had
also embraced the same faith. The Padalipta-prabandha of the
Prabhavakacarita relates the story how Padalipta cured king
Murunda of Pataliputra of his terrible headache.

---Jainism and Jain relics in Bihar, S. P. Singfl.
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