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¥ foRar& f%— The Orissa caves have already been referred

to, as they were long mistaken as a group of Buddhist excava-

tion. They are probably as old as anything of the kind in India
and, imléss some of the Bihar excavation were Jaina, they are .
the earliest caves of the sect. The oldest and most numerous are
in the hill on the
east called

Udayagiri.
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Udayagiri & Khandagiri Caves
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The largest
and the most beauti-
ful, Cave 1. Rani
Gumpha or

Queen’s Cave, off

TP (T . - 9) STAAR

right is double storeyed. Excavated on three sides of a quad-

the plain path to the

rangle with fine wall friezes and some recéntly restor,g‘d pillars,
not exactly architectural marvel, but has some beautiful sculp-

tures. .

The right wing of the lower storey consists of a single cell
with three entrances and a pillared varandah. On the walls, flank-
ing the termjnal pilasters of entrances to the cell are embellished
with side pilasters crowned by animals. Over them there are
toranas (arches) relieved with religious and royal scenes-couple
standing reverentially with folded hands, a female dancer with

accompanying female musicians, etc.

The main central wing, consisting of four cells, has themes
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apparently indicating victory march of a king, starting from his
capital and returning back after passing through various lands.
At the angles, where the right and left wings meet, are two small
guard rooms which are lavishly decorated-springs cascading
down the hills, fruits laden trees, wild animals, sporting elephants

in lotus pools, etc.
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“By the blessings of Arhats the chief queen of Kharavela,

the Cakravarti monarch of Kalinga, the great granddaughter of
Hathistha (Hasti Simha) and the daughter of Lalaka or Lalarka

caused to be excavated the cave for the sramanas of Kalinga.”

Manchapuri and Swargapuri up the hill and around to
right house a damaged relief, the subject of which is worship of

some Jain religious symbol. The assemblage on the right is a
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group of four, votaries with folded hands, dressed in lbng dhotis,

scarves and heavy kundalas (ear rings).
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“Ganesh Gumpha, about 50 m from the top of'the steps
takes its name from the figure of Ganesh carved on the back of
its right cell. The carvings tell the story of the elopement of
Bassavadatta, Princess of Ujjayini, with King Udayan of
Kausambi in the company of Vasantaka. Proceeding to the top
of the Udayagiri Hill by a pathway to right, the visitor will reach
the ruins of an apsidal structure, unearthed in 1958. This Chaitya
hall was the place of worship by the monks and in all probability
once housed the legendary Kalinga-Jina that Kharavel recov-
ered after it had been removed by Nanda king of Magadha.”
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“Close to the Hathi gumpha is a small cave, known as
Sarpa, the whole fronton of which over the doorway is occu-
pied by a great three-headed Naga, and may be as old as the
Hathi cave. The inscription on it merely says that it is “the un-
equalled chamber of Chulakama,” who seems also to have ex-
cavated another cave here, to the west of the Hathi gumpha,
called Haridasa--- a long room with three doorways behind a

verandah.”
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This inscription consisting of one line, is incised over the
doorway of the sarpagumpha.
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“One other cave here---the Bagh-gumpha---deserves to
be mentioned. It s a great boulder, carved into the resemblance
of a tiger’s head, with his jaws open, and his throat, as it should
be, is a doorway leading to a single cell about 6 ft. 4 in. deep,
by 7to 9 ft. wide (Woodcut No. 272). It is a caprice, but one
that shows that those who conceived it had some experience in
the plastic arts before they undertook it. Fhe door jambs slope
inwards slightly, and the pilasters on each side have winged el-
ephants on the capitals and vase-shaped bases. From the form
of the characters also which are engraved upon it, it is undoubt-
edly anterior to the Christian Era, but how much earlier it is

dificult to say.”
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This inscription contains one line has been incised over
one of'the three entrances to the main chamber of the cave from
the veranda. ‘
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This inscription has been engraved over the entrances to

the inner chamber of the cave.
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Chota Hathi Gumpha, or small Elephant Cave, is no-
table for its facade having masterly carving of six vigorous el-
ephanﬁAﬂanking its entrance. Cave 4, Alakapuri Gumpha,
contain sculptures of a lion holding a prey, in its mouth, and
pillars topped by pairs of winged animals, some human and some
bird headed. Cave 5. Jaya Vijaya Gumpha, is double sto-
rey'éd and a bodhi tree is carved in the central apartment. The
high sanctity of the tree is represented by an umbrella over it

and being worshipped by a couple on either side.
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IR (BTATFhT)

period quite as early

as that of the Sanchi gateways and the small vihara at Bhaja,
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and we cannot be far wrong in ascribing most of them at least to
the 2nd century before our era. Nor is any trace of Buddhism
found among them.
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