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Bhagavan Arvaaticg! the ciphteenth Jaina Tirthankara, is not widely
known to the students of the Jaina art. He was born ai Hasunapura®
His tather, Sudarsana, wis a0 ksateivae prinée of the Lunar Dynasty (Can-
dravamsi).® Ths mother’s name was Nitrasena. Bhagavan Aranatha
like some other Jaina Tirthankaras became a Cukravarti before be-
coming a ‘Tirthunkara. Thesacred tree peculiar to him is Cuta or Mango.
His complexion was of golden colour and he was of 20 dhanuga in height.
Kumbhi wnd Rakhiya-were his chief disciples. His attendants consisted
of the Yaksn moned Vaisendo and the Yaksing named Dhavini Devi,
His symibol e, Linclana was mandyvavarta(a kind ol seastiba) ov i fish
which fome under the ustamangalas or cight auspicious symbols. e
attained nirr&u:«" on the Mount Saummeya (Parsvanath Hill, Bihur) at
the age of 84,000 yeurs.! :

< Historically  the saga ol Bhagavan Aranatha can be traced buck as
carly as'the Kusunn period. The well known Mathurp Image Inscription
records the dedivation of a Nandivarta (Nandyavarta) at the “Vodva’
stiipa.® The stapa was built by the gods (devanirmite) due to the best.
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' eﬂ'orls of Sravika Dina at the request of Monk Vrddlmhusu who l)ulon;_,ul
to the Koliya gana and Vaira $akha. The Jaina literature® such as Brhat-
kalpabha.rya and Vyavaharabhuvyu of Sanghadasagani Ksamasramana
(8th century A.D.) refer to a devanirmite stipa at Mathura. The great
Jaina saint Jinabhadragani (6th century A.D.) visited ‘this place.” The
date of this inscription was read as year 49 (circa 127 "A:D.). This
devanirmite stipa was dedicated w Bhagmaan Avanatha whose I dfichana
is 8 nandydavarta. This most important Jaing msuq)(i‘bn of Mathura
provcs the populamy of this Jina during the Kusana period.

, Bh:lg‘:x\'an Aranatha obtained the name ‘Ara because Quccn Mitra-
sei”ia his mother, saw a dream of a wheel (ara) of jewels® while he was
in_the womb.
ey

e is important to note that not i Slng,,lg sculpture nl‘Blmguvm\ Ara-
nalha have cume to light from the provinee of Bihar which is treated as
mozt sacred lund in the Juina pantheon. The wuthor of this paper who
is working on Jainism in the Eastern: Bibar, however, traced a singular
sculpture of Bhagavan Aranatha at Bhagalpur: uu.nlly."’ The town of
Bhagalpur (ancient Campa)® needs no introduction to the Jaini com-
munity. Here Bhagavan Vasupujyu attained the pancakalyauakas*? and
it was the place of ancient Juinu wemple (Parpabhadra caitya)'® of Bhaga-
van Parsvanatha, The image of Bhagavan Aranatha in question hiave
been enshrined in the Digambara Jaina Uenple, " Shagalpur. Itis car ved
of white marble stone .md measures 10 X0 inches. It is inscribed which
records its donation by one Govinda Raju, in the samvat 1533 (circa
1476 A.D.). The Jina is seated in padmadsana in yogimudra. His curly
hair in ugnisa style, long ears, half closed eyes, srivatsa mark upon chest
testify his Jinahood. The lafichana depicted m the nuddlc of the pedestal
isa ﬁsh instéad of a uamlyavarla.

From the aforesaid dnsuussnon itis clcur lhat the image of Bhagavan'

.Aranatha enshrined in the Bh.lgalpur Tcmplc is of great .uclmeoloyc.xl'
lmporldnu.
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