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VADANYAYA

INTRODUCTION

Several attempts have been made to fix the date
of Buddhist logicians and write a systematic history
of it. Owing to the nature of the materials,
which are few and scattered over many languages like
Chinese, Tibetan and Sansktit, there are still many gaps
and in many places chronology seems broken. So,
there is still room for a fresh attempt but as the text of -
Vidanyiya with its commentary is ready and there is
not sufficient time to deal with the whole history of
Indian Buddhist logic, I am jotting down only a few
points, leaving others for the introduction to the
Pramina Virtika of Dharmakirti, the first three chapters
of which, with missing texts restored from Tibetan, is
in the press.

From Chinese translation,® we know some of the
minor treatises on Buddhist logic by Nigarjuna; and
though the complete works of A$vaghosa are not
available in their original form or translation, we are
not in a position to say if A$vaghosa wrote any work
on logic or not, but reading his two works, Saundara-
nanda and Buddhachatita, we find that he knew the
art of debate and on account of his many-sided activities,
one should expect from his pen some work of this
nature. But it is 2 mere hope, no such work is to be

1 See appendix D.
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found anywhere. The first author who wrote a definite
work on logic is Vasubandhu; he may be truly called
the father of Buddhist logic.

His work, Vadavidhana or Vidavidhi, is several
times quoted and criticised by Udyotakara Bhiradvaja.?
Its name is also mentioned by Santaraksita in his
commentary on the Vidanydya. This work was never
translated into Tibetan or Chinese and there is no hope
of getting its original Sanskrit, but from its quotations .
we know that its theme was not merely Nigrahasthina
like the Vadanyiya of Dharmakirti; since we find in it
Vasubandhu giving® the definition of Pratyaksha. As
the times of Vasubandhu and Diriniga are interdepend-
ent and they are still a controversial subject, we think
that something should be said on it. Dr. J. Takakusu
in many learned articles finds the date of Vasubandhu
as 500 A.C., but in my opinion 400 A.c. is a more
cortect date—since (1) some of the works of Asariga,
who was the elder brother of Vasubandhu, were trans-
lated into Chinese by Dharmaraksha* in 414 or 421 A.C.
(2) According to Tibetan tecords® Dinniga was a
disciple of Vasubandhu. In the famous $loka of the
Meghadita “fesmmmat afy afgey’ Kalidasa mentions the
name of Dinnaga. Mallinitha and the ancient com-
mentator Dakshinavartanitha, both tell us that in the
above §loka by fesmmr the famous Buddhist scholar is
meant. As for the date of Kiliddsa® we are on surer

2 Sec FATAANIF, pp. 117, 40, 116 and ATAATTABATRTIZNET,
pPp. 273, 317.

s EEnas, p. 4o.

*V. A. Smith’s Early His. of Ind., p. 347.

5 Vide appendix C.

¢ V. A. Smith’s Early His. of Ind., pp. 321-22.
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ground by making him a contemporary of the Gupta
emperors Kumira Gupta (415-55 A.c.) and Skanda
Gupta (455-67 A.c.) and thus we will not be far from the
truth if we accept the date of Vasubandhu as 400 A.c.,,
and that of Dinnaga 425 A.c. (3) From Paramartha’s’
(499-569 A.c.) ‘the Life of Vasubandhu’ in Chinese we
know that Vasubandhu was a teacher of the family of
- king Vikramaditya® (380-415 A.c.) of Ayodhya and, the
often quoted $loka referring to Subandhu or Vasu-
bandhu® “@isd wwfy TwEraqad: SRuFRT AT confirms
it, since Guptas had Ayodhya as their second
capital if not the first. By making Vasubandhu a
contemporary of Chandra Gupta II ( 380-415 A.C.), we
can get the same date. (4) From history it is cleat that
the petiod 319-495 A.C., when the whole northern India
was ruled by the mighty Gupta emperors, is the golden
age for Indian art, poetry, music, dancing and drama.
This was the period when Samugdra Gupta (340-75 A.C.),
Chandra Gupta II—Vikramaditya (380-415 A.c.), Kumara
Gupta ( 415-55 A.C.) and Skanda Gupta ( 455-67 A.C.),
ruled the wvast empire one after the other. In such
a peaceful and prosperous rule it was natural for the
Indian genius to bloom in different spheres of life.
Even the science of Astronomy and Mathematics found
a Newton in Aryabhatta (b. 476 A.c.) who contradicted
the geocentric theory of old Indian astronomers and
made several important contributions to the mathe-

7"The date of Vasubandhu by J. Takakusu, JRAS. Janu-
ary 1905.

¢ Crown prince Baladitya may be same as Kumiragupta, the
successor of Chandragupta II. Bala-Kumara.

® Dr. S. C. Vidyabhusana’s History of Indian Logic, p. 267.
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matical science. In such a time, we expect such genius
in the field of logic; and Vasubandhu and Dinniga may
be considered the representatives of the Indian genius in
that field.

Though Dinnaga’s Praminasamuchchaya, the chief
work on logic, had a tremendous influence on the
growth of Buddhist logic, it was superseded by the
works of Dharmakirti and so out of the 175244 $lokas
of the Tibetan translations of Buddhist logic as many
as 13711 §lokas represent Dharmakirti’s works and their
commentaries and sub-commentaries. Thus Dharma-
kirti eclipsed the fame of Dinndga. According to the
Tibetan tradition, whith is based on Indian materials,
Dharmakirti’s teacher I$§varasena®® was disciple of
Dininaga. Chinese records mention Sankarasvamin'* as
the disciple of Dininiga. But here some links must be
missing between Dinindga and Dharmakirti, as there is
a difference of mote than one and a half century between
them, and this cannot be filled up by one person.
Often in Indian chronology, we find omitted some of
the unimportant personalities. Here between Difinaga
and Dharmakirti, there ate to be many more generations.
That I§varsena was a teacher of Dharmakirti can hardly
be doubted. Dharmakirti criticises some of the views of
his teacher I§varasena in the first chapter of his Prama-
navirtika. As for the time of Dharmakirti, scholars
think that he did not live before Hiuen-Tsang. Dr.
S. C. Vidyabhiisana'? thinks that Dharmakirti must have
been a younger contemporary of Hiuen-Tsang, since his

10 By-ston’s History of Buddhism, pt. II, p. 152.
1 Vidyabhisana’s Hist. of Ind. Log., p. 302.
12 Tbid., p. 306.
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name is not mentioned by the latter. I-Tsing', who
was at Nalandi in 675-85 A.c. praises the scholarship
of Dharamkirti who was dead long before. Thus Dr.
Vidyabhiisana fixes 635-50 A.C. as the time of
Dharmakirti, but there ate several difficulties in accept-
ing this theory from the mete silence of Hiuen-Tsang—
(1) Dharmakirti was a disciple of Dharmapala™, the
chief abbot of Nilanda whose successor was Silabhadra
(at the time his age was 106 years)** when Hiuen-Tsang
came to Nalanda in 635 A.c. Now the entrance examina-
tion of Nilandi was not an easy job. From the
Chinese traveller’s account we know that for this exa-
mination pupils had to work hard and the percentage
of the successful candidates was not large. Dharmakirti
was from South India, and from Tibetan authorities
we know that he was well-versed in Brahmanic
lore befote he was converted into Buddhism. If we
accept it, then at the time he entered the Nalanda
University, his age would be not less than 25 yeats,
Dharmkirti must have completed his study under
Dharmapala, since the later successor Silabhadra is not
mentioned as a teacher of Dharmakirti and if Hiuen-
. Tsang enteted Nilanda in the same year when Sila-
bhadra took charge of it, the age of Dharmakirti would
be 35 years at least. Even if we take Dharmakirti
as of 20 years, at the time of his becoming the disciple
of Dharmapila, still he would not be very young at
the time of Hiuen-Tsang’s artival, as Dharmakirti was

13V, A. Smith’s the Early History of India, p. 373

14 Hist, of Ind. Log., p. 305
15 Dy, H. Ui in Indian Studies in honour of C. R. Lanman.,

p. 98.
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not educated under Silabhadra. Even at the age of
24, 25, Dharmakirti’s genius could not have escaped
the notice of scholars. He is the greatest of Buddhist
logicians, nay, of even all Indian logicians. The whole
Indian Nyayadastra after his time preserves the echo
of his marvellous reasoning power, clear sight and
deep knowledge. It is a wonder why Hiuen-Tsang
could not make himself acquainted with such a per-
sonality who was the co-disciple of his teacher.

~ Hiuen-Tsang’s silence in regard to Dharmakirti can
be accounted for in three ways—(1) At the time of
Hiuen-T'sang’s stay in Nilandd (635 A.c.) Dharmakirti
was already dead. (2) Hiuen-Tsang was well-versed
in Buddhist Philosophy, there is no doubt about it,
but his knowledge of Buddhist logic was not so
deep, which is proved by his not making any attempt
to translate any big work on Buddhist logic, like the
Praminasamuchchaya of Dinnaga. He translated two
or three treatises on Buddhist logic but they are small
manuals. Since Hiuen-T'sang was not much interested
in that subject he could have easily overlooked the
contributions of Dharmakirti. (3) If at all Dharmakirti
was living at the time of Hiuen-Tsang and as I have
shown, he could not have been very young at the time,
Hiuen-Tsang was bound to know this brilliant young
logician of Nilanda. In that case the compilets of the
life of Hiuen-Tsang had some reason for not mention-
ing the name of Dharmakirti. In fact often we find
them qulogizing too much the ability of their hero.
When in Orissa a heretical scholar challenged Buddhists
“for a debate, they sought the assistance of Nalanda and
Hiuen-Tsang was selected as a representative scholar
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of that great institution in preference to others. Like
the present day Sdstrdrtha, debates in those days-
were held through the medium of the Sansktit language,
and the language which was used was very terse and
difficult. To have such a command over speaking
the Sanskrit language was surely beyond the power
of any non-Indian who had not begun his study at
a very eatly age. Consequently this story of Hiuen-
Tsang’s going to Orissa as a special _representative
of Nilanda looks rather suspicious.  In other places
too Hiuen-Tsang has earned such undeserved tribute
from the compilers of his life. So it is quite possible
that the compilers putposely avoided the mention of _
Dharmakirti, since it would occupy the chief plage in
the picture and Hiuen-Tsang’s gloty would grow
dim. Personally I think that there is no room for
the third proposition and Dharmakirti was already
dead at the time of Hiuen-Tsang’s arrival and he_
was not bound to mention the name of all the
scholars, nor need he be interested in their- Works.’
(4) Hiuen-Tsang writes that Sakraditya was the
founder'® of Nalandi. Sakraditya and Mahendriditya
having identical meanings, can be represented by the
same Chinese ideographs; Mahendriditya is another
name for Kumairagupta (415-55 A.c.), so the University
was not in existence before 415 A.c. From Paramirtha’s
Life of Vasubandhu, and Chinese and Tibetan records,
we do not learn about Vasubandhu’s visiting Nalanda.
That Nalanda belonged to the Sarvastivada sect till.the

¢ Nalanda copper plate of the Gupta emperor, Samudragupta
(340-75 A.c.) also suppotts this view by not mentioning the name
of that institution, .
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_eleventh century, is shown by the life of Santaraksita
and Dipankara-§tijfiana. Vasubandhu being a Sarvisti-
vadin of great note, would it not be very strange that
he was not connected with Nilanda, if it existed at the
time? Fa-hien also does not mention Nilanda, which
- shows, that Nalanda did not come to prominence before
" 410 A.C. Vasubandhu had no connection with it,
because he passed away before the establishment of the
University. (5) A Chinese record says that Kumarajiva -

_ (383-412 A.c.) wrote a life of Vasubandhu, which is
only possible if Vasubandhu belonged to the fourth
centufy A.C.

___Thus 625 A.c. shguld be the latest date for Dharma-
 kirti which is not much - earher than when Hiuen-
Tsang entered India. '

Dharmakirti was followed by a host of Buddhist
log1c1ans In Tibetan'” we have a list of successors
fgam Dharmakirti (625 A.c.) to Sikyaéribhadra (1127

1225 A.C.), the last chief abbot of the Vikrama-

'§ila University in Bihar. After the destruction of the

great monastic University by the Turks, he reached

Tibet in 1206 A.c. He was accompanied by several
Buddhist scholars. '

The list is :— | «
- (1) Dharmakirti (625 A.c.)
(2) Devendramati (650 A.C.)
(3) Sakyamati . (675 ac.)
(4) Prajiakaragupta (700 A.C.)
- (5) Dharmottara (725 A.C.)
~ (6) Yamari , ‘ (750 A.C.)

(7) Vinitadeva o (775 A.C.)

17 See appendix A. ft.-notes.
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€)) S".a.flkar.ﬁ.nands.L (800 A.c.)
(9) Baniku Pandit (1150 A.C.)
(10) Sakyasribhadra (1127-1225) -

The dates which have been assigned above are on
an average of 25 yea;gf:or each successor. There is a
gap of 300 years between Sankarinanda and Sakya-
éribhadra which cannot be filled up.
" Apatt from these scholars, there are some others
who have richly contributed to Buddhist logic and their
works have been preserved in Tibetan translations. Ido
not agree with some of the dates of Vidyabhisana.
- ' My dates Vidyabhiisana’s dates
(1) Chandragomin 575 A.C. © 925 A.C.

(2) Kalyinaraksita 700 -, 829 ,,
(3) Jinamitra 850 » 1025,
(4) Muktakalasa 1000 ,, 9oo ,,
(5) Adoka - 10755 900,
(6) Moksikaragupta 1200 ,, 1000 ,,.
~ (7) Danaéila 1203 ,, 1025 ,,

Chandragomin’s ' work  Nyayasiddhyaloka® was " -

translated into Tibetan about 830 A.c. So his date can-
not be later than this and there is no need of creating a
second Chandragomin, other than the great grammatian
Chandragomin who was a contemporary of Chandrakirti,
the predecessor of Dharmapila ( 6oo A.C. ).

Kalyanaraksita was the teacher of Dharmottara
(728 A.c.) according to the historian Bu-ston.® So
his date cannot be so late as 829 A.C.

Jinamitra’s?® work Nyiyabindupindartha was trans-

18 Appendix E. 3.

1 History of Buddhism. II. P. 154.

20 As one of my note-books contains the information about
the authority for the dates of these scholars is missing, I am unable
at present to state the proper reasons.
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lated into Tibetan in 840 A.c. Therefore his date
cannot be 1025 A.C. ‘

Danaéila®* accompanied Sakyastibhadra when he
went to Tibet in 1206. Therefore his date cannot be
1025 A.C.

R ~ VADANYAYA MS.

In June 1934, I saw the palm leaf MS. of the -
Vipaficitirtha, the commentary?* by Santaraksita on the
- Vadanyaya of Dharmakirti, in the monastery of Kun-
de-ling (Lhasa).
‘I thought that it was not possible to find the text,
- andT began the work &f restoration from Tibetan into
Sanskrit, but after two months when I visited the monas--
tery of Nagor, which has got the largest number of palm
leaf mss. in Tibet, #77. 40 volumes, I found among those
mss. a copy of the Vadanydya.® There was another
__copy of the Vadanyaya* tika® in the same collection,
but I was given very limited time to make a catalogue
of the mss. and copy of the Vadanyaya text. This ms. of
the Vidanyiya tikj is wtitten in a rough and running
hand, so it was not easy to make out the differences
between the two commentaties, (one of which is
now being published). I took some photographs
of the Vidanyaya and the commentary above men-
tioned but the negatives did not come out all right.
The Kun-de-ling ms. is written in an excellent hand.

~ #Vide appendix D. -~
~ **History of Buddhism Pt. IL., p. 1535.
8 See appendix D.
24 jbid. D.
. % See JBORS, Vol. XXI, Part I, p. 7.
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The whole book of 89 leaves is closely written in a
uniform Kutild character. The date is given in the
colophon (Page 142) as @¥aq . This era seems to
be the Nepal era, consequently the ms. seems to have
been written in 1152 A.c. during the reign of Tsnfawrsr
TTRIWERFEEA=ad.  In the ms. page numbers are
marked by consonant letters not by figures and on the
opposite margin Tibetan numbers are given by a later
- hand. A photo of some pages of the ms. is given

in my article Palm-leaf ms. in Tibet (]BORS Vol XXI,
Pt. I)

The script of the text of the Vidanyaya ms.
is also Kutila, like the ms. above mentioned, but it is
~ written with a swift and clear hand. The date gf this
ms. can be also assigned to the 12th century on pala—
eological ground. In the colophon we find—s=fa
arnzaifa. There are 20 leaves in this ms. and each
 page contains 9 to 11 lines.?

In both the mss. no distinftion is made between

g and 9; and in many places T and ¥ are inter-
changed. Throughout the mss. an anusvira at

the end of the sentence is retained. This seems to be

a common practice as we find it in Pramanavartika-
karika and other Sanskrit mss. found in Nepal and
Tibet. ,

In the margin of both the text and the commentary
I have given the leaf number of the ms. and the lines
of ms. ate also matrked in small figures. It would

26 jbid., p. 22. (176).
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have been very useful if they were compared with
Tibetan translations but for that publication of the
Sanskrit originals would have been withheld for another
year, which would not have been good, seeing that
some of scholars are already busy with the Tibetan
translations of these works. I may give the result of

~ the ‘comparisbﬁ in some future issues of this journal and
at the same time something about the internal materials
of the text and commentary of the Vadanyiya. I am
hoping to visit again the Tibetan depositories of
Sanskrit mss. in the near future, which may help me
in collecting some more material for the purpose.

i p Rahula Sankrityayana
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