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VASTURATNAKOSA

INTRODUCTION
| I
Ratnakofa or Vasturatnakosda -

Aufrecht in his Catalogus Catalogrum has several entries
referring to Ratnakoéa. In the entry on page 490 he describes a ms.
thus-"Ratnakosa or Vastuvijiidnaratnakosa-enumeration of things
supposed to exist in a definite number, written by a Jain author.”
This description exactly applies to the contents of our work,

There are, however, at least three other kinds of Ratnakogdas
mentioned by Aufrecht from which this Ratnakoéa is to be distin-
guished. One Ratnakoéa is a work of Vaisesika philosophy, another
is a work on Advaita philosophy bearing the name Advaita~Ratnakoga
and there is a third Ratnakoga which is a lexicon,

Ratnakoga literally means a treasure of jewels, In factitisa
short treatise on various subjects which a cultured man was supposed to
know in the Indian society of old times. The larger variety of such
works is represented by treatises like Yuktikalpataru of Bhoja, Catur-
vargacintamani of Hemadri and also Abhilasitarthacintamapi of
Somesvara, Brhatsamhita of Varahamihira though predominently an
astronomical work also discusses many miscellaneous topics,

Our Ratnakosa consists of two parts. The first part consists of
Satras containing the topics with their aggregate numbers, while the
second, Vivarana mentioning each item of the topics by name, The total
number of Sitras in different mss, varies from 100 to 104,

The subject-matter of these topics is mostly secular giving
general knowledge about social and political matters, If we classify
these according to the four Purusirthas, we would find that most
of them fall under Artha and Kima; while some are of a general
literary nature, Thus, for example the following topics would eome
undgr Axtha:- '

n s, PR e, Bl R, AW O, Tl T o, WY
st ete. .

The following fall under Kame :-

TR SRR R, o) adtseer, qR: Sor RE R, BRe
STt REG: GUed, aRRan: eEE g, oEfd Rewet gy, wRe
graraEy ete.
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Description of the manusecripts :-

The present text is based upon the following seven mss,; six of

which are complete. All the seven are in a well preserved state,
They are named A,B,C,D,E,F and G.

Ms. A

Source: Muni Jinavijayaji's collection, Rajasthan,
No. 57

Material: paper.

Folios: 4

Size : 101 x 5} inches

Number of lines: 19 lines per page.

Nnmber of letters: 50 to 53 per line.

Age: not mentioned ; appears to be.about three hundred years old.

Author : not mentioned.
Seript: Devanagari,
Begins: & 7 ™ | 3R FEGRAT @R AR |
TR T GRS, | Geey GO R a9 0
o AT T WA FA \ FARY i sy ete,
‘Ends: dafd sye $onId i IAMIE WERIE | Joo
‘Colophon :  zft wHREICATH GAEY |
Ms. B
Source : Sri Muktabai J fianamandira, Dabhoi.
;No: ?
Folios: 6
Material : paper.
Size : 10 x 4.25 inches,
_Area of writing : 8 x 3 inches.
Number of lines: 15 to 16 lines.
- Number of letters: 43 to 45 in each line.
Age: not mentioned ; appears to be not later than 16th cent. A, D,
. Author: not mentioned.
Script: Devanagari,

Begins :  stard aggfmt | @R\ smegrE:

Tewid g TRt aERT )
T AT AT G F4T | FAY S AR 0 obe,
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Ends: TR T | ST | TR | MR | ST 1) Yoo v

Colophon : 3t TRTETTEATENT TRY U SroEER | §. TTERR giwaa
a1, RHSNIREN | 5t 1 2T | Fearomeg |

Ms. C

Source : Gujarat Vidya Sabha, Ahmedabad.
No.: 2165
Material : paper.
Folios: 12
Size: 8 x 4.5 inches,
Area of writing: 6.5 x 8.75 inches,
Number of lines: 11 lines per page.
Number of letters: 31 to 33,
Age: Samvat 1755 (i. e. 1699 A, D.)
Author: Prthvidharicirya,
Script: Devanagari,
Begins : il | sdwmwd w4 wdgfammaay )
HeqR] GAET WA JRE N
qaTat S g | B Swent 1o da im0 e0 0
TEIPAMME || NS AT THI0E GUTHA |
FAERAEAR TE ST 0 9 U
Ends: o1t ssaadtr | aifar | qikar | sar | aRar « Sy | SEe ) S ) ke

Colophon :  sf sfrywralaT=RIFa TR T | T W47 | FRITORRT | G 99U\ 74
FEAAR FEW Bfad fiRarraomrdn waesegn s ffed
g | ot 1 gRIaR 1o 1 o el

Ms. D
Source : Muni Jinavijayaji’s collection, Rajasthan,
No.: ?

Material: Kashmirian paper.

Folios: 8 ( incomplete )

Size: 9.45 x 4,5 inches,

Number of lines: 21

Number of letters: 61

Age: not mentioned; appears to be not later than 15th cent. A, D,
Author: not mentioned. .
‘Seripti: Devanigari,
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Beging: o 1 ot i 1 9 1 it S 20 ete

Ends: «aft 9t 1 &rar | oRivar « arliar 1 Bgmo s 1 @ifd ) Brreia
ANTIC | NG 0 92 B W TG

Ms. E

Source : Muni Jinavijayaji's Collection, Rajasthan.

No: ¢

Material : paper.

Folios: 9. 1 to 8a Ratnakosda; 8a to 9 Ragotpatti.

Size: 10 x 4.5 inches.

Number of lines: 15 lines.

Number of letters: 38 to 40. :
Age: not mentioned, appears to be about 150 years old,
Seript: Devanagarl.

Begins : »} qee® 7: | @R Areqr@m: | 9(7)EIRA | FHAGHT TH G |
FETHd QAT @R SR 0 9 | O T T F4eq: gE 4T 0 1 0
Y TR qAH | a7 T HRATETE wRE ete,

Ends: s gwa 1 ala 9y ) s@wady )

Colophon : 3R sfeasta: Gk 1 $EI: | FAOH: |

Ms. F

Source: Jesalmere Grantha Bhandaira, Jesalmere,
No.: 315

Material: paper,

Folios: 8

Size : 9% x 4% inches.

Number of lines: 14 lines,

Number of letters : 48 letters,

Age: Samvat 1709 (i. e. 1653 A, D,)

Author: not mentioned,

Script: Devanigari,

Begins: % o 7 | w9 @AM oy | sduEnd o SRTEEE | @099
Y @AY vl | aF 98T g Adem: YR AT U TRy St
YT 1 9 1 (AR Agmerag ) R 1erete,
Ends: «afiras 1 smmag 3@ 0
Colophon : [ ot @] gam:]
T, Juos ¥ TTwsRm W R WA iﬂﬁﬂkﬁﬂm'
TR, FEATIT T
e Wil a3 e aived q@*aeﬁwﬁﬁammne&n
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Ms G

A copy prepared under the supervision of Muni Jinavijayafi

from a ms, of Jesalmere Grantha Bhandara, Jesalmere,
Beginsg: % 7 fiotemy | 3 qgRE R sameTen: |

TG T FIFATHTH |

HETT G R TR N

T AT A FFQ F4T N =&y S g eto,
Ends: qafed se | s90iey | SEw | SR | sy | THITEY
Colophon: Y TaRawER=IREAT &AW 0 B 0

I1I
Method of editing -

A comparative study of the seven mss, available to me showed
that even though the main substance of the text is common it has
considerable variations. So the possibility of discovering the original

text became remote. Under the circumstances, I adopted the following
procedure in presenting this text,

Of the seven mss. D seems to be the oldest, though incomplete,
while A, B, G. seem to belong to one proto-type. I have taken D
as the basis of the text upto sttra 85 and for the remaining portion of
the text I have taken ms. A, which is next in age. The readings of

D and A, however, have not been adopted in the text where they were
corrupt or unsatisfactory.

Yariants of other mss. have been noted in the footnotes,

In presenting the Vivarana, mss, A, B and G have been adopted
as the basis, because they together yield, on the whole a satisfactory text.

Where, however, the readings of other mss. seemed better, they have
been given in the text,

As however, the different mss. give at several places different
informations, I have thought it proper to give below the main text,
the texts of other mss. in full. Thus the reader will have before him
more or less complete texts of the Vivarana of all the mss,

In appendix A, are given the additional Satras of ms, E as well
as the old Gujarati ‘Tabbo' contained init. In appendix B similar
matter gathered from some other works is given,

In the Index, I have included important variations from the
texts of Vivarapa given in the footnote.
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- Authorship and Age -

Of the seven mss. only one, namely C mentions the name of the
author as Pgbhvidharﬁcﬁ,rya and one, namely E mentions Vedavyasa
ag the author in its Gujarati ‘Tabbo’. As we have seen above
Aufrecht attributes the authorship of Ratnakosa to a Jain, though he
does not mention the proper name, It appears that Aufrecht was led
to regard this as a Jain work on account of the mention of 2 ete, at the
beginning of his manuscrlpt We have seen that four, namely
A,D,F, and G, of our seven mss. also begin in the Jain way. B starts
d1rect1y with the text without any mangala, C starts with s zR: and
E with stggeat @:, while one ms. belonging to the Oriental Institute,
Baroda, not used by me being very corrupt starts with st adamr aw:. We
cannot say definitely whether st 7%+3 7%: can be taken as a Jain
or Brahmanical way. of beginning.

We, however, cannot draw any conclusion about the author
being a Jain or mon-Jain from the way in which the mss. begin,
because it depends upon the religion of the scribe or the patron who
got the ms. copied.

The absence of reference to the name of the author in five mass.
and mention of Vedavyisa in one make us hesitate in attributing our
Ratnakoséa to Prthvidharicirya on the authonty of the ms. C. The
only thing that we can do for the present is to accept him provisionally
as the author of our work,

The acceptance of Prthvidharicarya as the author of Ratnakoga,
however, does not help us in fixing the age of the work. Aufrecht has
mentioned several Prithvidharaciryas’. We do not know which one
wrote the Ratnakosa given in the ms. C.,

Hemadri in his Caturvargacintamani quotes Ratnakosa, at least
twice, once in the Vratakhanda and second time in the Parifesakhanda
as follows:

AR ISYEA GRS TS TARIE—-
AR FgFE T T
R FI argmRy SRy 1
1 Anufrecht in addition to Ratnakoés has the following entries about the works

of Prthvidharacirya :—

(1) ggaadem, (2) cgawgdar (3) wadiam, (4) AAHRERT,
(5) ‘the ' boommentary on Mrcchakatlka. (6) Valéesika Ratnakoés 'nnd

(7) grd=damshy.
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AT U FHEE TN o |

TRIwwAd Arggwangad | Ad, 1 (page 242) Vratakhanda,
AR T TorrRY SR |

TR A A GAAGHRRRTEAT O |

gl FdmaT g fsonf 0 ( page 732 ) Paridesakhanda.

Here it may be pointed out that from the nature of the topics,
one can expect these verses in our Ratnakoéa, but in fact we do not
find them in any one of our mss, This implies that there may be other
versions of the Ratnakosa which might have contained these verses.
But as the verses mentioned by Hemadri do not occur in our text, his
reference to Ratnakoéa cannot help us to settle the date of our
Ratnakosa.

So the only thing that we can say is that it is older than our
oldest Ms. D which appears to belong to the 15th cent. A. D, The
names mentioned in the ‘Rajavamsas’ vary so much that they cannob
help us in settling the earlier limit of the age.

The work may be supposed to belong to an age later than the
10th cent. A, D. -

* * * * * *

Before concluding, I must not omit to tender my most sincere
thanks to the revered Acharya Sri Muni Jinavijayaji, the Honorary
Director of Rajasthan Puratattva Mandir, Jaipur (now Jodhpur),
for not only accepting this work for publication in Rajasthan Puratana
Granthamala but also for being kind enough to spare time to go over
the greater portion of the text with me and make several important
suggestions which have been mostly acted upon.

I take this opportunity of expressing my sincere thanks to my -
painstaking teacher in Ancient Indian Culture and guide in the pre-
paration of my thesis for the Ph. D. degree, Prof. R. C. Pa.n!:h,
Director, B, J. Institute, Gujarat Vidya Sabha, Ahmedabad, for giving
much of his valuable time for discussing with me several problems
connected with my research work and especially the preparation of the
present text.

Ahmedabad, } PRIYABALA SHAH
12--4=1959.
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