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FOREWORD
[ To the first edition ]

Xasord Mabavira, like His contemporary Lord
Buddha, was born at a time when India was in a great
ferment. The incorporation of the Vratyas, or nomadic
Aryans, into the orthodox fold, produced a revolution,-a
revolution in ideas, speculations, language, dress, customs
and manners,—in short, everything connected with
ancient Indian life, India at that time was thoroughly
caste ridden, the caste system had become inflexibly
rigid, sacrifices were the order of the day, and these
magical rites were accompanied by animal slaughter
on a large scale. The sacrifices, with their cooked meat,
had become extremely popular, and the Brahmanas had
become supreme.

Lord Mabavira, like Lord Buddha, the Vratyas and
the materialistic philosophers of that age, challenged
everything that Orthodoxy had set up in the name of
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religion; He challenged their caste system, He challen-
ged the superiority of the Brihmanas, He challenged
their sacrifices, and He challenged their immolation of
animals on a large scale,

In His time there were no less than sixty schools
of thought, known, of course by the Orthodoxy, as
‘heretical’ schools, headed by sixty ‘heretical’ teachers,
each with new dogmas, each having a large following,
and each putting up a strong fight against the Ortho-
doxy, that is to say, Brahmanism, How, in the couarse
of time, these schools became extinet, or meorged in
other more powerful religions, history does not tell,
but we know that two among them, Buaddhism and
Jainism, grew subsequently to be the most endaring and
powerful of the Indian religious systems, Mahdvira and
Buddha played a very important part in inaugurating
two new lines of thought, and thus their lives will
always have a perennial interest for all Indians so long
as there are Indians living on this soil,

The rigidity of the caste system, and the Brahma-
nical ascendancy in the time of Mahavira, tended, in a
great degree to drown the intellectual celebrities of
rival sects, and to stifle independent thinking, coming
from, what the Brihmanas considered to be the lower
stratam of society, The Vrityas and others not belong-
ing to the social system of the Brahmanas did not
tolerate this, and they boldly proclaimed independence,
with what result we all know, This is how India became
the homeland of three great religions systems which
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wielded tremendous influence during all the subsequent
centuries and brought peace to mankind, not only in
India but also in far distant countries. By the roaction
of one religion on another, all the three religious systems
became modified and more and more dignified and elevat-
ed, and the harsh and cruel elements in each were
toned down by force of the very rivalry that existed
between them,

In this brochure a trapslation is given of the short
work recently composed by Muni Nyayavijayaji in
Sanskrita, entitled, the Vira Vibhuti, or The Grandeur
of Vira, This work (in fifty seven verses) gives in a
nat-shell the story of the life of Mahavira as preserved
in the Svetimbara tradition, He has also made an
attempt to lay special strass on such anecdotes from His
life as have a bearing on the problems of present day
society, and has described most vividly the method
followed by Mahavira in His life and the ideals first
get up by Him, In Muni Nyayavijayaji's own words,
Mahavira’s preachings can be summed up in three
simple words:—

(i) Ahimea, or non-injury,

(ii) Sanyama, or control of the sense organs,

(iii) Seva, or service—the three corner-stones on
which the great structure of Jainism is reared,

Like a true saint, Muni Nyayavijayaji here exhorts
his fellow mea to realise these three principal tenets
of Jainism, and to put them into practice in their
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daily life, customs and manners, There is, therefore
no bigotry in it, there is nothing sectarian about it,
and there is nothing of provincialism in it, Jainism,
thus, is a universal religion, and its character is more
than pational,-it is truly international, Any one pra-
ctising these ideals is a real Jaina whether he calls
himseif a Jaina or not, or whether he is in Indis, in
Japan or in America,

Lastly, I have to express my gratitude to Muni
Nyayavijayaji for his kindness in entrusting me with
the work of translating this important work in English,
and for his trust in me-an alien in point of religion,
Indeed, I have had many opportunities of coming into
olose contact with this great eoul, and I have learnt
how to respect one who has embraced cheerfally all the
miseries of life in order that others may enjoy happiness.
A few such eminent saints-a few such torch bearers of
light-will keep up the reputation of any country as the
greatest home of piety, righteoueness and virtue, I had
much hesitation in undertaking this work, but to me
Muni Shri’s word is an order,

BARODA, } B, B,

16th October 1932,



Mahavira-The great Hero
By

A. J. Sunavala,
B, A, LL. B,

It is now admitted by all that Vardhamina or
Nirgrantha Jnataputra, best known as Vira or Mahivira,
regarded by the Jainas as the twentyfourth and last
Tirthankara was a historical personage and a contem-
porary of Shakya Muni, the Buddha. He was born in
the year 599 B. C,, or towards the end of the Dusami
Susama period, the fourth Ara, as ths Jainas reckon
time, on the thirteenth day of the bright half of Chaitra,
He is said to have perfected his vow Kalpa after Kalpa,
Many a hundred incarnations preceded that final incar-
pation in which the highest knowledge and intuition,
called Kevala=Jnana, was attained, Step by step he
climbed up the long ladder of existence; life after life
of self-abnegation and devotion led him from earthly
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manhood to divine humanity, from divine humanity to
the position of a Jina or a Tirthankara. Immeasurable
ages of innumerable lives lay behind him ere he was
born in the royal palace at Kundapura or Kunda-
grima-a Kshatriya suburb of Vaishali, the capital of
Videha or Tirhat-born for his last birth apon this planet,
born to reach the perfect illumination, born to become
a mighty teacher and instructor of myriads and my-
riads of the human race,

The Jainas, both Shvetimbaras and Digambaras,
state that he was the son of King Siddbartha of the
celebrated race of Ikshviku and of the Kashyapa Gotra,
and that his mother Trishald was sister to King Chetaka
of Vaishali, and was also related to King Bimbisara
of Magadha then the most powerful state in India. The
name given by his parents was Vardhamina, as causing
increase of riches, peace and prosperity, but Indra or
Shakra-the chief of the gods-gave him also the appell-
ation of Mahavira as significant of his power and
supremacy over gods and men.

For nearly thirty years Mahavira scems to have
lived in the bosom of his family,. According to the
Shvetambara tradition he was prevailed upon by his
parents to marry Yashodd, daughter of the prince
Samaravira, By her he had a daughter, Anojja or
Priyadarshana, who was married to a noble of the name
of Jamili-one of the Saint’s pupils and founder of a
new sect-and who in her turn had a daughter called
Sheshavati or Yashovati. Mahavira’s parents and with
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them probably their whole Clan of Naya Kshatriyas
-were followers of the tenets of Parshvanatha-the twenty—
third Tirthankara-who is said to have preceded Maha-
vira by 250 years, They died when Mahavira was
twenty-eight years old, and the government of the
country naturally devolved on his elder brother Nandi-
vardhana, Mahavira now felt free to become an ascetic.
After two years of abstinence and self-denial at home,
he resolved to fulfil his vow-the vow that he had taken,
long lives before, to renounce all, to reach illumination,
and to become a saviour of the world, He took the
permission of his brother and the royal councillors,
gave away his wealth in charity, and then, surrounded
by crowds of people, proceeded towards the Shandavana
park outside the Kshatriya suburb of Vaisali. There
in the centre of the park, under the shade of the ever-
green Ashoka tree, he quietly descended from his state
palanquin, took off his ornaments, stripped off his
princely garments, plucked out his hair in five hand-
fuls, paid obeisance to all liberated spirits, and vowing
to do no sinfal act, entered upon that ascetic life, the
austerities of which were to dry up all the founts of
Karma and free him from the sorrowful cycle of birth
and rebirth,

This great initiation, all sects agree, took place
when Mahavira was thirty years of age, some time
between 570 and 569 B. C., on the tenth day of the
latter (?)half of Margashirsha or Magasara, For twelve
years he led a life of severe austerities, observing
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frequent fasts of several months’ duration, practising
penances greater than any other practised, always
meditating, always striving to realize himself, always
sinless and eircumspect in thought, in word and in deed,
For full twelve years the homeless ascetic wandered
from place to place, never staying for longer than a
single night in a village or for more than five nights
in a town, and only resting during the four months of
the rainy season, always bearing with perfect patience
and equanimity all kinds of hardship and cruel ill-
treatment at the hands of his enemies and the savage
tribes of Vajrabhumi, Suddhibhumi and Lat or Lar,
the countries apparently of the Gonds, As he was thus
wandering on his way, the time approached when perfect
illumination was to be found. For, in the thirteenth
jear after his renunciation of the world and initiation
as an ascetic, on the tenth day of the bright half of
Vaishikha, as he was seated under the shade of a s3l
tree outside Jrimbhakagrama, on the north bank of the
river Rijupalika-a place not very far from the Parshva-
patha hills-as he sat there beneath the sacred tree,
there dawned on him the light which he had been born
into the world to discover; there came to him, in
that silent hour of deep meditation, the mighty awaken-
ing which made him the enlightened, the omniscient,
the all-knowing, which told him of sorrow, of the cause
.of sorrow, of the cure of sorrow, and of the path which

leads beyond it., The bonds of Karma-the enemies to
enlightenment, wisdom and salvation-were snapped like
-an old rope; and the Kevala Joana-the only knowledge-
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knowledge which is full and complete, unimpeded and
unobstructed, infinite and supreme-became his own,

The last thirty years of his life Mahdvira passed
in teaching his religious system amd organizing his
order of ascetics, The scene of his labours is mostly
along the Ganges, in the modern districts of Bihdr and
Allahabad. In the towns which lay in these parts he
spent almost all the rainy seasons during his spiritual
career, though at times he extended his travels as far
west and north as Shravasti and the foot of the Hima-
layas, Men and women of all castes and classes from
the lands east of the Middle Country crowded into his
erder, and from these grew the four representatives of
the Jaina commaunity: Sadhus, Sidhvis, Srivakas and
Sravikds-monks, nuns, laymen and laywomen. Mahavira’s
name and fame greatly perturbed the Brihamanas of
Magadha, and several of their most eminent teachers
undertook to refute his doctrines, Instead of effecting
their purpose, however, they became converts, and
constituted his Ganadharas-Chief disoiples and teachers
of his doctrines, In thirty years Mahdvira is said to
bave converted to Jainism Magadha, Bih&r, Prayiga,
Kausbambi, Champipuri, and many other powerful statos
in North India, The Jainas, both Shvetimbaras and
Digambaras, have recorded the names of the plaees
where he stayed during each rainy season. They
also give the names of the different rulers he visi-
ted, They tell us how Chetaka, king of Videha, became
a patron of his order; how Kunika, king of Anga, gave
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him the most cordial weleome; how Shatanika, king o-
Kausambi, listened with deep interest to his discourses;
how Shrenika, king of Magadha, asked him thousands
of questions concerning the faith, and, all of them being
satisfactorily answered, became one of the strongest
champions of the religion of the Jina,

We now come to the closing scene of Mahavira’s
life, His last rainy season was spent in Papa-the modern
Pavapuri-a small town in the Patna district, still held
sacred by the Jainas, Hastipala, the ruler of the place,
was a great patron of Mahavira, and, according to the
Kalpa-Sutra, it was in the office of his scribs that the
venerable ascetic died, He attained Nirvana, cut asunder
the ties of birth, old age and death, became a Siddha,
a Maukta, freed from all misery, freed from all pains.

This is said to have occurred in 527 B, C,, some
605 years before the commencement of the Shaka era,
and 470 years before King Vikramaditya. Mahavira’s
system of teaching, as it has come down to us, is full
of metaphysics and philosophy; but apart from these,
its main purpose, summed up in a few words, 1is to
free the soul from its mundane fetters by means of
the three jewels: Samyak Jnana, Samyak Darshana,
Samyak Charitra—Right Knowledge, Right Faith,
Right Conduct, His great message to mankind is that
birth is nothing, caste is nothing, but Karma is every-
thing, and on the destruction of this Karma depends
final Emancipation,
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The Grandeur of Vira.



Part I

The biography of Lord Mahavira.
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Let me meditate awhile on the Lord
Vardhamana, the best amongst ascetics, the
great incarnation to practise non-injury, and
whose teachings illumined the ideal which
proved beneficial to mankind,
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Vardhamana was His original name. He
was known ar Devarya by the people; His
prowess won Him the name of Vira; and He
was also called Sanmati and Jfiataputra.
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According to the ancient rules prescribed
for the castes and the orders, He, the son
of Trisala, passed His days, after resting
awhile, in the four orders until He became
entitled to complete rest.
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The mother is given the highest place;
the mother is to be adored as the first deity,
Thus Vardhamana, in token of respect towards
His mother, performed His duties in a manner

scarcely surpassed by any.
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In order to save His mother pain, He
stayed motionless in the womb, and thus
taught the art of filial devotion after having
practised this great art Himself,
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The brave boy in His very childhood dis-
played remarkable fearlessness, throwing
aside, like a rope, a snake of terrible appear-
ance while playing with His friends,
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On the return of His playmates, who had
run away through fear of the serpent, He
resumed His play;, this incident seems to
preach to mankind the necessity of cultivating
an attitude of fearlessness from very childhood.
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When He attained the age of eight years,
His parents took Him to school in order that
He might study. Those parents who do not
educate their children properly are indeed
censidered to be their enemies,
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But for acquiring knowledge no labour
seems to have been necessary for Him who
was the very personification of radiant
intellect. People like Him become automatically
enlightened because of the conformations

aoquired in previous births.
e
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Youth is said to he a stage for the God
of Love to play on. Even in youth His mind
was clam. Thanks to His practice of restraint,
nothing of the objective world could enter
H's mind.
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There could be no dearth of princesses for
a prince of such high attainments, But who
could open the topic of marriage before Him
who was bright by very reason of His comp-
lete control over the semses ?

11
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Let the fickle youth of modern days
meditate on this excellent example. It is the
sacred duty of guardians to make an attempt
to save their wards from the evil ways of life.



=gt aftd geew

ferrear gfvasraam: |
TeaF-anr sy
T -FANT ZaArtanfea 0 o

th

W&l agid s, (Ragadidl gla -
a@ AR Uca'n AU AgusAAl Wil-Aul 21wl
Guwral Med 232 213 WA Gazl sy B,

L]

Because domestic life to-day is steeped
in ignorance; because schools are in the midst
of a vitiated atmosphere; and because wisdom
derived from noble company is scarce, people
are quick to stray into paths of vice.

3.



arai 9 ‘qrew’- rIFr9T
faafea, gmfgams @)
TFREY Y gaa, fyzmEr-
=gy arafea faerfataar ¢ w

]

A125-R1ed adlRl Arvt qug v &ejl &
B, Youlzs aad dug’ wd Yl ¢ B wd (aailan
(aenadl uuni 2043 B,

»

Dramas, hotels and similar institutions
3ap their vigour and the reading of erotic
literature drains them of vitality. Those among
them who are inclined to amorous pleasures
wander, seeking,
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The instance of the son of Jiiata, who had
perfect control over His senses, is, indeed, an
object lesson to young men. One who belongs
to the order of students must observe the vow
of complete celibacy before he can become

eligible for the order of householders.
W™
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Celibacy is at the root of all life, The
life of a student is like a flame, combining in
itself all buman virtues. Celibacy is an abode
of strength, brightness and happiness, and
therefore its observance in the first order is
the primary duty of all
13
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In the very first order among the four
orders into which life is divided, resides the
God Brahma; and if one moves forward with-
out paying homage to him, his career is ruined.

2 Lo
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What could king Siddhartha, the father
of Sanmati, do with regard to his son’s marriage
withont obtaining His consent ? In order
that He might be pursuaded into marrying,
His father sent a number of friends to

Vardhamsna.
w
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When the friends of Vardhamana failed
in their attempt, TriSala, His mother, appro-
ached Him and made Him agree to her
proposal which was accompanied by a shower
of affection and tender importunities,
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Now, having performed the ceremony of
marriage, He duly entered into the second
order of a householder from that of a Brahma-
charin, The name of His lawfully wedded
wife was Ya$odia, and from this union a

daughter was born,
R-1-)
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Barring a few exceptions, every one
including the Tirthankaras passed through the
stage of a householder; if there be others
who advanced further without being house-
holders, their number, indeed, is compara-

tively small.
EY A
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It is possible only for such as are blessed
with extraordinary powers to advance further
without passing through the stage of a house-
holder. That the four orders are to be followed
in the ascending order is a well established
tradition, and this leads people to follow the

orders often in the same way.
R
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A daughter’s birth does not give as great
joy as the birth of a son. In the present age,
however, when a daughter is born it is
regarded as an occasion for regret.
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Such a state of affairs is caused by the
confasion in the sccial structure. Son and
daughter both, really speaking, are assets
to the nation,
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To my mind, it appears that, by a strange
freak of nature, the high-souled Vira became
the father of a daughter in order that a sense
of such aquality between son and daughter
might spread amongst the people.
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Vira gave His daughter in marriage to
Jamali, His sister’s son, Traditions vary in
different countries, and go on changing with
the change of times.
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Great saints are never born for worldly
enjoyments; there is always an underlying
mystery in the birth of such great personages.
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Strange was the condition of India when

Vira was born. The people were enmesbhed
in a tangle of meaningless ritualism:—
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They were thrown into the abyss of
blind faith by the leaders of religious thought.
Those who called themselves superior were
harassing others whom they considered to

be low;-
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Men, intoxicated with the pride of man-
hood, unjustly deprived women of their in-
herent rights, and the fire of sin arising from
the excessive immolation of animals in sacri-
fices in the name of religion, was fully ablaze;-

=]
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At this miserable juncture was born the
Lord Devarya, in a royal family of Kéatriyas
in the city of Ksatriya~kunda in the province
of Magadha

31
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Some two thousand and five hundred
years ago, the age was vitiated with the
boasts of unbelievers, pride of birth, irreligious
conduct, and the distressing sight of animal-
slaughter.
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It seemed as if the people were shrouded
in thick clouds in a very disturbed atmosphere;
and, for the sake of their uplift, it was very
natural that some extraordinary person,
possessing wonderful soul-force, should appear

on earth.
3 a3
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Whenever an atmosphere of bigotry,
intoxication of power and oppression by cruelty,
prevails, some great soul appears in the world
in order to remove distress, and recite charms
by which peace is restored.
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An embodiment of the highest power,
Vardhamina came down to earth. This great
personage, being - filled with a desire for
renunciation because of the unceasing cries
of earthly creatures, became absorbed in

reflection on making them free from miseries.
34
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The root of all troubles is the disease of
attachment to material things. It is because
of this that the whole world suffers. The
medicine therecf is the practice of self-
restraint illumined with the consciousrness

of the Self.
8%
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Let me first administer that medicine to

myselfand fully get my spiritual health restored
to me; and after that I shall show that tried

beneficial medicine to the world, He engrossed

Himself in reflection of this sort.
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As Mabavira remained motionless in the
womb His mother was plunged in sorrow,
This led the wise Vira to take a vow, while
in embryo, not to renounce the world so
long as His parents should live,
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That great and noble soul reflected that
while serving His parents in the home, His
Dikéa would ultimately be attained by
gradual degrees in accordance with the pres-
cribed rules.
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Diksa is recognized as the greatest dissi-
pator of sins, and in Dik$a all the pure
sentiments are combined. It is, therefors,
assuredly not proper to receive Dikéa if it
causes grave anxiety to the minds of parents,
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The worship of parents, which is highly
auspicious, is a preparation for the life of a
mendicant. Parents whose debts are very
difficult to repay, are the first objects of
veneration for the righteous.
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He is said to be pure and religious, He
is regarded as grateful, and he is said to excel
in reverence for the preceptor and the gods
wbo, with a pure heart, fervently worships
his parents, who are considered to be the

great preceptors.
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Those who audaciously insult their parents
for mere gain should ponder this incident in
the life of Devirya of excelling brilliance.
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Although His mind was utterly free from
all desire, and He was anxious to embrace
the life of an ascetic, this great soul delayed
His initiation simply in order to keep His

parents contented.
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When He was twenty eight years of age,.
His parents left for the other world. Now,
during the coronation ceremony, out of the
two sons of Siddhartha the question was
whose head should the crown adorn ?
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The world is blinded by wexlth, for whose
sake the son fights with his father, brothers

are ready to destroy one another, and the
most terrible wars take place.
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But as Nandi lovad his younger brother
more than the goddess of wealth, he most
earnestly begged his brother to occapy the

royal throne.

.
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Vira respec'fully declined the offer, and
broached to him the subject of His Dikéa.
¢ Oh Venerable One,’ Ile said, ‘* My vow for
szinthood having been fulfilled, permit me

now to commence my austerities, ’
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Nandi replied, ‘ If you also leave me
after this separation from our parents, it
will be impossible for me to bear it. Oh
Vardbamana, for my sake stay at home for
another two years !’
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With characteristic humility Mabavira
consented to remain at home for a period of
two years, and during this interval, though
a householder, He practised the special
observances prescribed for an ascetic.
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I, indeed, consider this conduct of Mahs-
vira to correspond with the conduct of a
bermit in the third order. This practice of
austerities is very necessary for an aspirant
to salvation before commencing the life of a

homeless ascetic.
Y1
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After having practised the austerities,
the entry into the life of an homeless ascetic
is indeed very beneficial. Thus, the observance
of rules of conduct prescribed for the third
order is the stage preparatory to the life of

an ascetic.
W
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No austerities, indeed, are considered
imperative for great personages like Mahivira;
yet He conducted himself in this manner in
order that it may serve as an instructive
lesson to others,
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When He was thirty years of age, He
became an ascetic, where all attachments are
said to cease. Other great saints of His age
were wonderstruck at His practice of the

most terrible austerities.
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Deeply engrossed in the realization of
the soul, He sleeplessly rcamed the surface
of the earth for twelve long years, naked
and bare-footed, observing silence, while
having almost given up food and drink.
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The Lord of great seers, of unruffied
mind even in the face of great calamities,
never was wrathful to any, but was extre-
mely forgiving and compassionate to even
the worst villain,
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Thus He, of supremely meditative soul,
continned His penance for twelve years, on
the expiration of which all veils of impurity
were lifted up and He shone, in full brilliance
of the highest Brahman [Brahma-Pada).
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That perfected soul, the embodiment of
consciousness which is full oi brightnzss and
immensely pure, the eternal bliss. the omni-
present beit:z the venerable God Mabaviraradia-
ted bright rays of eternal truths, and taught
His great ideals for the welfare of mankind. And
when His life-period was over, He attained to

the state of formless and perfect existence.
Y¢



Part 11

The Preaching of Lord Mahavira

[ This part is newly added tothis present edition
of Vira-Vibhuti, by the author with his Gujarats
translation as well as an English translation
of N. K. Bambhania, M. A., LL, B., Mangrol,
Kothiawar. ]
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I here briefly relate what Lord Mahavira
ta.nght to the world after receiving that True
& Perfect Light. That teaching is such as
will benefit all.
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Men of the world were fast asleep under
the influence of Moha (ignorance or infatuation).
Them this Great Soul, with His heart over-
flowing with mercy, has awakened by means
of His brilliant flow of pious speech.
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He launched a purely spiritual movement
to root out the evil pactice of animal-slangh-
ter, which was carried on everywhere under
the aegis of religion, which was due to the
gross selfishness of men and which was sure

to lead them to perdition.
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To men that Great Soul preached at the
top of His voice: You have no right what-
so-ever to take the life of another. Lifeis as
much dear to others as to you. "
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All want happiness and happiness only.
Then to give pain to others is bad. Please
think: when an animal is killed it feels the

worst of pains,
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To attain piety (Dharma) through violence !
‘That is impossible. To attain piety make
.others happy. The mutual good-mindedness
of men and also self-content flow from this
wish to make others happy.
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The helpless cries of animal experiencing
infinite pa.in while being killed, render the
atmosphere dirty, cruel and fearful, It is
this that destroys world-peace.
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03
If one wants to live in peace, let him
not destroy that of another. The desire to

live happily after destroying others is an
egregious blunder,
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To leave tbe vegetarian food and to take
to the meat-diet is bad. This meat-diet which
can arise only out of hard-heartedness and
which further engenders hard-heartedness, is
impossible without animal-slaughter which

involves a lot of crueity.
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Granted that the plants have some sort
of life in them; nevertheless it is impossible
for men to live without them, This is also
the natural and immaculate food. So a man
taking it, is tainted with no sin.
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Lord Mahavira has ordained non-violencer
for all—extra-ordinary non-violence for asce-
tics & ordinary omne for ‘householders, And
that ordinary non-violence consists in not
intentionally killing innocent animals,
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To give pain to others out of such feel-
ings as arise in tainted hearts is also Hinsa
( violence ). Carelessness itself amounts to
violence; much more so then does malice.
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Violence gives rise to counter-violence.
An act of hostility lets loose a flood of such

-acts, The force of non-violence is of so supreme
a type that even hostile hearts may bend

before it.
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Oh, never entertain an evil thought.
Such an evil thought acts upon the person
himself. Oh men, ever observe the vow of
non-violence which cousists in wholehearted

love for all.
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Just as you like pleasure & dislike pain,
so do others also. Think this and be well-
wishers of all. Ob, never think of doing ill

to anyone,
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It is due to greed that people Kkill,
deceive, give pain to, and act as enemies
towards others, That greed is the great source
of 211 evil or all distress. Root it out and

be happy.
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One under the influence of avarice invites
unto oneself and others a lot of troubles.

And it is the arresting of avarice that makes
sneself and others happy.
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Anger undermines the spiritual health,
Pride checks the growth of heart. Hypocrisy
accumulates the internal darkness. Be brave
and crush these vices,
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With the deep resounding voice has Lord
Mahavira preached: Oh men, know well what
the truth is, It is by taking to the path of
-truth that people wash away all their sins
and conquer death,
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The path of Dharma ( religion ) for all
is one, It is that which leads them to the
perfectly blessed state. And that path is
non-violence, penance and self-control. Other
than this there is no way to lead to the

blessed state.
[4-)
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To become free from all fetters, you should
resort to this path of religion leading unto
immortality. This path is the pacification of
passions, subjugation of senses, control of
mind, truthfulness, morality, forgiveness,
compassion, renunciation, penance and patient

enduring.
6 4R
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Any one, whether he be a Brahmana, a
Kshatriya, a Vaishya or a Shudra,is competent
to accomplish one’s spiritual progress. A
Shudra and a woman are as much competent
to progress spiritually as is a Brahmana
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So far as the path of religion is con-
cerned all are placed equally. All can equally
improve their character. All are equally
competent to attain their spiritual growth
and freedom from bondage. |
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Superior is he whose acts and virtues are
superior; and inferior is he whose acts and
virtues are inferior, A person having good
oharacter is superior though he be a Shudra;
and a person having bad character is inferior

though he be a Brahmana,
¢
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A person is a Brahmana, Kshatriya,
Vaishya or Shudra according as he does the
work befitting a Brahmana, Kshatriya, Vaishya
or Shudra. His superiority depends on his
virtues and deeds, The mere fact that he is
born in a higher caste cannot entitle him to

| greater respect.
4
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Among ascetics and householders the
followers of Lord Mahsvira, there were
Brahmanas, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Shudras,
He had consecrated even women as nuns, He
had but one mind, namely, to emancipate all.
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In order that people may know the truth
of things, that they may appreciate one another’s
view-point and that theirmutualrelations may
become smoother, He taught the philosophy
of &q1ETZ or AAFTFATTE which means examining
a thing from different view-points and which
seeks to reconcile in a thing such qualities

a are apparently contradictory.
44
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It is this philosophy alone that can put
an end to all controversy in all spheres,
namely, worldly affairs, social affairs, politics,
religions and philosophical systems,
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Lord Mahavira preaches to all: Your only
concern should be to do your duty. To do it
lies within your power. Be self-reliant- In
you there lies hidden infinite power.
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A person himself is the author of his
fate, As he does, so he forges his fate. God
dces exist; but He is not responsible for the
acts of men, To make or mar one’s life

depends on oneself,

10



FisFarfogu faad gt

FNPET AT WEA TUFHAT |
frafrageaissenad amrma

faafo: agwdtwat ag 1 « ¢

th

lecdz AFNA Oadddl @ wus{l B, A o
ugied ugty A3ar wusdl B, (wvdl-su oulsag’
AN avalcil AuA @llds sl Heds wR (gl
@ BoLud B.

L]

He alone is the great and extra-erdinary
hero who valiantly subdues the enemies
within, The power of him who has subdued
his senses shines like the crest-jewel of all

material powers.
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With the gaze turned inwards realise thy
self which is full of the supreme lustre of
intelligence and bliss, His wanderings in this
world are due to his being shrouded by his
veils of Karma, Let him destroy them; and
he is blessed, he is free, he is the supreme.
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All embodied souls are in their real
nature Gods ( qT@saT ) endowed alike with
infinite knowledge and infinite bliss; but their
infinite varieties and agonies are due to the
Karmic forces that cloud them; and rise in

accordance with the Karmas of each.
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With the tranquil mind turned inwards
realise the fact that all souls are of the
same nature. That will enable thee to see
oneness everywhere. And that in turn will
make thee the friend of the world.
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On account of the beginningless asso-
ciation with the body which is due to the
Karmic forces, the soul bearing material bonds,
wanders in this strange world, through
innumerable lives, accumulating Karmas.
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The soul who because of being clouded.
by ignorance or infatuation bas forgotten his
native form and who takes delights in.
material enjoyments alone, repeatedly experi-
ences a lot of pain. Freedom from that is

attainable only through his manly efforts.
Cs
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There is none to lead us to hell or to
heaven, nor any to emancipate us from this
worldly ditch. Every one of us is either
fettered or free on account of one’s own
acts; and it is on their account alone that

one goes to good lives or bad.
7 &
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As otherwise there can be no order, Lord
Mauabhavira has taught that the souls (afrear) are
many, different in diffsrent bodies, and pervad-
ing their respective bodies and not extending
beyond them. They are, moteover, full of in-
finite knowledge, power and joy in their true

nature: and they themselves perform actions
and reap their fruits
¢
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He has further taught that the salvation
consists in freedom from all the Karmic bonds,
and that this salvation is attainable through
the strength of pure conduct. When fresh
Karmas cease to bind and all the accumulated

past Karmas wear away, one attains salvation.
e
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He has also taught that in the emancipated
state there isthe light of infinite knowledge,
power and bliss; there are no body, senses and
mind, there is no form, thereis blessedness, there
is no pain, there is no movement, there is no end
and there is perfect purity of the soul. The per-
fect purity of thesoul, endowed with above-men-
tioned qualities is final Emancipation (gfw).
o0
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An emancipated soul never returns to
this world. Nor is it emancipation if an
emancipated soul were to return to this world.
Divinity resides nowhere except in this
emancipated state. It is only the very state
of the soul that makes it God.
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A person endowed with the true dis-
criminating faculty attains this state of
emancipation by means of pure austerities
that tend to purify the mind, that are sach
as would strengthen the spirit of non-attach-
ment and which are further bristling with
self-control,
wr
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One should always resort to proper expe-
dients what-so-ever as would wash away the
dirt of attachment, Lord Mahavira has taught
this to be the means whereby to attain
salvation. One should never move with the
worldly current.
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In this way, according to my capacity, I
have tried a little to remember Lord Mahavira,
whose life has been revered by the whole world,
who had practised the top-most penance, who
was an ocean of forgiveness, who had but one
mind, namely, to accomplish the good of all, and
who has taught the path which is universal,
is beneficial to all and towards which all the
systems of philosophy converge.
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Shree Sudharmaswami Gyanbhandar-Umara, Surat www.umaragyanbhandar.com



----------------------------------------------------------------

Introspact yourself !
Realize the Truth /
Tread the path of Reality !
And then tide over death /

Nydyavijaya.

...............................................



Shree Sudharmaswami Gyanbhandar-Umara, Surat www.umaragyanbhandar.com
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