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PREFACE.

WaeN employed under Mr., William Edwards, in
Simla, I wrote, as an adaptation from Chambers’s
“ Rudiments of Knowledge” and first few pages of
“ Introduction tc the Sciences,” two little books in
Négari, called ‘“ Ma'litadt” and “ Bhigol,” for his.
schools in the Hill States. Mr. Thomason, the then
Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Pro-
vinces, was so much pleased with them that he
handed them over to Mr H. Stewart Reid, the then
Director of Public Instruction, $0 introduce in his
village schools. He made them over to his Pandits
and Munshis, who, for the Hindi edition, weeded
out all the Persian words, giving their place to
Sanskrit, and for the Urdu edition in the same way
weeded out all the Sanskrit words, and substituted
Persian and Arabic. This practice of widening the
.gulf between one form of the spoken language and
the other, or creating two distinct languages for our
vernacular, lasted about one-third of a century. The
Government order No. 15A., dated 13th June, 1876,
has put a stop to such pedantries of Pandits and
Munshis, and a reaction has commenced for the
restoration of the common language. There is no
doubt that the different shades will remain in the
language for ages yet to come. Maulvis and Mun-
shis will write as many Persian and Arabic words
as they know in Persian characters, and Panditjis
will persist in introducing as many Sanskrit words,
pure aud uncornrupted, as they can in their Nagarf
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H

Hindd poets Wi pose .*,L:?:;‘Bra‘] bnasna for
where can they find a sweeter language ? And
rustics cannot forget at once their different local
dialects. There is a saying in India that the lan-
guage differs every two miles ! It is fortunate that
it differs so much ; but even had it not differed, the
patois of the masses, no matter what may be their
pumber, canuot be adopted. The State must have
a State language, understood by the greatest num-
ber possible, yet not derided by well educated men
of fashion and polished society. If not very elegaut,
‘it must be free from the coarseness of vulgar life:
and if not admired by either Hindis or Mubam-
madans, it must not be shunned or detested by any ;
~—T mean the lancuage which many missionaries
adopt when writing the vernacular in Roman char-
acters, althoush the same gentlemen when writing
in Nagari proclaim a crusade awainst Persian words,
as if Nigarl were less adapted for them than the
Roman.

An atterupt is being made to bring out all the
eiementary class books used in the village schools
of these provinces in this common language, whether
written in Ndégari or Persian characters, and this
book being used as the first reader in village
gchools, under the names of Vidydnkur in Négari
and Hakdikul Maujaddt in Persian characters, I
have been called upon to take up first. I have
thought it better to r -write them both in one lan-
guage, underlining in Ndgari and overlining in Per-
slan characters those words which, being technical,
er for some other re .son, have been kept separate.

For Private and Personal Use Only



Shri Mahavir Jain Aradhana Kendra www.kobatirth.org Acharya Shri Kailassagarsuri Gyanmandir

In the absence of a good standard vernacular dio-
éionary, it is rather difficult to explain the pnnclplc
on which the wordshave been selected. However, a
few examples may not be out of place here, to show
that nothing has been done heedlessly, and that the
utmost care has been bestowed upon the subject :—

1. Ustdd for Guru.—The former is used by
Hindus and Muhammadans both, but the latter can
be used only by Hindus.

2. Madrasa for Pathsaia v Maktah,—The for-
mer has now become a household word through Up-
per India, wheveas the first of the latter two cannot
be used by Mubammadans, nor the second by the
Pandits.

3. Shdgird for Cheld, Sishya or Vidydrthf.—
The former is used by Hindus and Mubammadans
both, but the latter three can be used only by Hin.
dus ; moreover, the first and the second of them
generally convey the sense of a spiritual disciple of
some Gosdin, and the second and third are difficult to
epell and pronounce, besides that ths word Chel4 is
used for a slave also. On the whole, Ustad and Sh4-
vird sound more respectable than Guru and Chela.

4. Vaghairah for Ityadi or Adi.—The former
is no doubt a difficult and not much known word,
vet it is used by Hindus when required as well as by
Mubammadans, whereas the latter two are less
known, and will never be used or understood by
Muhammadans in Persian characters. I do not
know any other word for it, and it cannot be dis-

pensed with.
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5. Niddn for Algharaz.—The former is easier,
and used by the earlier Muhammadan writers as
well as the present Hindus,

6. Ang for Uzv.—The latter is most difficult to
spell and pronounce, and is not commonly known.
At the same time, the Maulvis may object to adopt
the former : still they use the word Angarkhd, and
they ought to know that Angarkhd is formed out of
An_ and Rakkha,

AGRA : )
The 1s¢ September, 1876.} SIVA PRASAD.
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