EPECRCRE]

EANGTFTAT FRAT



PREFACE

Nagarjuna, the revolutionary philosopher and foun-
der of Midhyamika school of Buddhism was botn in a
Brahmun family 1n the country of Vidarbha (modetn Berat)
according to Tibetan authors!. He was contemporary
of a Sitavihana to whom he wrote a letter (Suhgllekha),
a translation of which 1s found both in Tibetan and
Chinese. Sitavihana 1s “the title adopted by the rulers
of the Andhra dynasty which held sway 1n southern India
from the middle of the 3td Century B. C until the be-
ginning of the 31rd Century A. o ” I think Dsr. Winternitz
1s right 1n assuming Nagarjuna to be a2 contemporary of
Gautamiputra Yajiiaéti who reigned 1n 166—196 A.D.
He mostly lived 1n Dhanyakataka (Dharanikot, Dt.
Guntur, Madras) and Ssiparvata (Nigirjuni Konda,
Dt Guntur) and according to Taranitha, he built
a monastery at the former place? From his works
like Miadhyamika-Karikd, Yuktisasthikd, Stnyati-
saptatt and the present work, we know him as a great
philosopher ; but Nigirjuna was known 1n India and
in Buddhust countries outside India, as a magician and
alchemust too; and perhaps it was due to his association
that 1n later times Stipatvata became a most sacred

1See History of Indian Lateratwre by Winternitz, vol. II, pp
346-48

2 History of Buddbssm n Inda by Lama Tiranatha (b 1574 4.C.)
(Tibetan, Tashi-lThun-po block-print) p. 384
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seat of the Tantrika cults of both Hindwsm and Bud-
dhism ‘The siddhas (adepts or mystic magicians) of
Stiparvata wete famous for their magical powers in
ancient days as 1t i1s evident from Mailatimadhaval,
Kadambari? and other poetical woiks. Accoiding to
the Vajrayamsts (Tantrika Buddhists), Dhanyakataka
was the place where the Buddha turned the third wheel
of law of Vajrayina sixteen years after his enlighten-
ment®. In recent excavations there have been discovered
many relics at Nigarjuni Kond3, but they show more
the relation of the place with Hinayina than with
Mahiyana Though we have, of course, got Tintrika
and other works ascribed to Nigarjuna in Tibetan Tanjur
and Chinese Tripitaka, but they seem to be creations
of others who put the name of the celebrated philosopher
to enhance the authority of the works.

In going through the pages of Madhyamika-Karika
and this work, we know that Nagitjuna’s 1dea was not to
have an innovation in Buddhustic thought His Stinyata
ot votdness was nothing but a logical corollary of Pratitya-
samutpida, 1.e., dependent otigination or discontinuous-
continuation. The Buddha saw “impermanence 1n every-
thing (sabbam Amsccam). According to him, all changes
were without any permanent substratum. In the light of
this he has to change the law of cause and effect into
that of Pratitya-samutpida (onigination of the successor

* Malatimadhava 1, p 7, VIII, p 195, X, p 235 (Nirnaya-
sagar Press, sth edition)

% Kidambari—(Nirnayasagar, 7th ed., p 399)

8 History of Buddbhism by Hbrug-pa-dma-dkar-po (b. 1526 A.C.)
Lhasa block-print, p. 14b-15a.
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after the extinction of the predecessor). In fact all the
mental and physical phenomena are devoid of any perma-
nent substance like matter or ego. This was Bud-
dha’s own conception and Nigitjuna’s Sinyatdi or
Vosdness is only a more appropriate word for that concep-
tion

We can thus understand well, why Nagirjuna’s
heart overflowed with gratitude to the Master. As 1s
shown by the last karika of this work:—“Who proclaimed
dependent origination, Vozdness, muddle path with many
meanings, I bow before him, the matchless Enlightened
One.”

Nagirjuna took the ouginal 1deas of Pratitya-samut-
pdda, Anitya, Anitman with their implications and made
a general applacation of them into all fields. ‘The natural
repercussion of such a general application seems to be
destructive to many moral and religious observances
of the Buddhists themselves; some of whom made
a common cause with the non-Buddhists to assail
Nagirjuna’s theory. But Niagirjuna did not mean any
harm to the moral and religious observances as 1t 1s
clear by lus last stanza (71) of the present wotk with 1ts
commentary. In fact, it was to make room for such
observances that he laid special stress on the old two
divisions of reality—the empirical and ultimate realities.
For the practical purposes the empirical (Sarhvrtr) reality
was as true as the ultimate one. All the solid things,
like our chair, table and foodstuffs, atre not solid at all.
In ultimate analysis they are found to be only electrons
ot neutrons, where they lose all their phenomenal exis-
tence and become a mere force. Observed from a
physicist’s point, the chair and its seater, food and 1ts
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eater are not what they are seen to be by our otdinary
eyes, but chair and food are quite good and useful
for a tired or hungry person. That was the standpoint
of Nagirjuna about the moral and other rules. But he
knew that the difference of the empirical and ultimate
realities cannot be compromised, and that the reality has
ttself preferred to retain such a dual aspect.

Nagirjuna 1s said to be the inventor of the pneu-
matic verses (Karikas)—the veises where both the
brevity of aphorisms (Sttra) and advantage of mette to
the memory are combined. His Maidhyamika-karika is
composed 1 Anustup and the kinkas of the present
wortk ate 1n Arya mette The verses 1n these works
ate not so polished as we find 1n later works composed
in kinkas, which shows its being the first attempt
in that field. 'The prose of the commentary of vzgrabavya-
varttani also shows the same defects for the same reason.

By comparing vigrabavyivartiani (N V.) with Pramana-
samanyapariksd of NyayaSttra (N S.) and Vatsyiyana-
Bhasya (V.B.) (2:1:8—19), 1t 1s clear that the latter
two wotks are criticising the former one.

NS V B. V.V.
Fwtae (%) (8R) Forsiieg  AwT-
& wieeErr
(90)

5§ fg wfwufee oFf 9q sfdw (R0
o fagY (20) gzaTq gt (¢R) ¥ qRENq Sfaw.
(Re)

1 Dharmakirti, too—

7R T a7 & 7@ 1 (PV 213¢0)
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T fagt (22) g fagt (¢R) ¥ T9q Sfaee-
gfaeed (o)
T (Q9) sEET (3R)
SHTITA g ST I AT wfafg-
(29) Ty (3R)

fRweg (2R) Ry (%)
sfasy (2R-24) sfee (R,8¥)  wfaww (%
1-T%R0,R%,
4=, &8N,
wo)
FAETRi . . . el STeRs. . . ..
(2R) sreTfafi. (30)
saafafe (2¢) sraamor fafe (22)

Invalidity of Pramina (source of knowledge) for the
establishment of the theory of voidness is the chief
theme of the 1/igrabavydvarttani In his fitst 20 verses
he gives all the objections against his theory of voidness,
which proposes to refute the reality of existence and
the source of real knowledge, since outer phenomenon
1s unreal and no standard remains for two moments
which can be utilized for comparison to establish the
existence of a thing. In the remainming 52 verses, he
refutes all the arguments of his opponents. The
opponents’ arguments ate :—

1. Voidness or the demial of the reality of all
existences 1s not true since (7) the word which you use
as argument will be also unreal ; (#) if 1t is not so then
it goes against your own premises ; (#) it has no pramana
in 1ts favour.

2. All existences are real since (z) good or bad
notion of things 1s accepted by both; () the non-
extent things have no name; () refutation of reality
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At the present stage of our information we cannot
assett anything defimitely but the meagre materials which
we have at our disposal 1ndicate that the personality of
Nagirjuna 1s not less important than the personality of
Dignaga who 1s rightly called the father of Mediaeval
Indian Logic; and of Gange$opadhyiya the founder of
Modern Brahmanical Logic (7o)

The 1mportance of Vigraba-vydvaritani 1s great since
among the works known upto the present, it 1s the
oldest work which deals with a logical subject

Translation mto Tibetan

Vigrahayydvarttani text was translated into Tibetan
by (s) Pandit Jiidnagarbha (874 A c.) and the translatot
(ka-va) Dpal-brts-egs, and again (z) revised by Pandita
Jayananda (1060 A c) of Kashmere and the Tibetan
mnterpreter (khu) Mdo-sde-dpal. The commentary was
translated by the same Pandit Jfianagarbha with the
help of Ban-de-raksita.

MS.

The present manuscript! of Vigrabavyivarttam was
discovered 1n the monastery of Sha-lu in July, 1936.
There are seven palm leaves of the size of 22}”x 24",
each leaf containing eight lines. The script is Tibetan
u-cen. Though wrtten in running hand it 1s quute
legible. We find the name of the copyist in the
colophon—fwfeafie sfwwisfiffar. In the same bundle

! JBORS—XXIII, part I, p 36n 249
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we got a palm leaf manuscript of Vimayasitra® of
Gunaprabha which is also wntten 1n Tibetan u-cen
by the same copyist. The colophon of which gives
additional information that the manuscript was copied
in India while the copyist was staying 1n the monas-
tery of Vikramadilid. As for the time, we have got only
the name Phalguna without giving the name of the
year. From another source? we know there was a
Lo-tsa-va Dharma-grags (=s##ifw) of Gnub, who
belonged to the time Ba-r1 Lo-tsa-va (1102—I11I
Ac.). On the cover of this manuscript, “Si-la-a-ka-ras-
bris-pa” (=wtitten by Silikara). The manuscript itself
was not wrtten by Silikara as it 1s clear from the
colophon but on a few pages Tibetan translation 1s given
below the Sanskrit lines inalater and different hand
which may be the writing of Silikara We know3 that
Silakara or Tshul-khrims-hleyun-gnas of Sten (1106—
9o a.c.) translated Vmaya-satra-vyikhyé of Prajhidkara
with the Indian Pandit Alanka Deva It seems that
the manuscript of Vznaya-satra along with Vigrabayys-
varttani was copied 1n India and afterwards 1t was taken
to Tibet, where 1t came 1nto the hands of Silikara The
exact date cannot be given with any certamnty. It may
be any time between 1100—20 A.C. all the manuscripts
kept 1n the monastery of Sha-lu ongmally belonged
to the great monastery of Sa-Skya whence the famous

1Jbid ,p 34n 243.

“grmfrgaiaAfaT  avewE  fefaq  siwgfemfrer-
B . . wEE (Pw) TR

2 Buddbssm n Tibet by R. Sankrtydyana, appendix X VL

3 Ibid
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scholar Bu-ston (1290—1364 A.C.) catried them to his
monastery at Sha-lu.

The manuscript 1s full of mistakes as will be seen
from the following :

TRE = JI9 ) =T w = g
F == g =3 A =gy
= fo =g 5 =9
5 =5 g =g fr = q
M o= fa =rafe o = &7
gt = afw w1 =g fa = fg
o =9 @ === G = F
g = ¥ ) = = T = 7
= . W == T = W SR

A =7 i =ashe = =q
T = 1mE T =gz @iw =@
& = & FR = F e =f
Tt = qreMi A =9 fir =
ffa =a ¥ = o = a9\
T = g T =7 AT = FIT
T =7 M =+ av = qr
¥ =8 ft == q =T
T =3 T = T

It had omngmally been arranged that the Vigraha-
Yavarttani would be edited jomntly by the late Dr.
Jayaswal and myself. After the void left by his demuse,
I have continued in the light of Nigitjuna’s Pratitya-
Samutpida.

Rihula Sankritydyana.



MSS. CONSULTED

VSH. Palm-leaf Ms. in Tibetan Character (U-med)
belonging to Sha-lu-ri-phug-monastery (Tibet), on
which our text 15 based.

VT. Tucct’s translation of fmgsarag+t (English)
(Gaekwad Oriental Settes, Baroda) with Tibetan text.
Additional reading from it 1s put 1n the bracket [].
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Ay F fraafage teawams u(e)
aft FEET WrETAT 84T YA T JTIIIEATST 9 7 97§97
T 7 faer wfr T e @@ g T g A9 s
fear (1) 7 TR AR TS R e SoaEsta | T yaay ey (1)
T RGN, THIY T AT (1) T g e A |
TEATET® TTAT AT TEATHT SAATANSSGL. | TEATIEAA: T
| AT TSR frwaTEy T R qun g
. eawracETsgaT g |
o @ . | A& qEy oFw TR (PaR) TS g
T a=fr = & s[iRor(1)? aefy &t wif w2gnEY SRy
fomRy ot yeEy A wmﬁm
Tofy  aErEETEeTE e | gyrerE (1) Wt g

a1 TIfET ) TR 997 A S T | JeTeT e

VT “feagearadeirfi” * V. of wmto
VYT, "VI.amedmd VT, Omits
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T | TR FEWTae e s 5| & 1)
7 gEefr @ (PR @) 1 F gEr e T ey
TRty T fRfagaanad Fwmq [7] T . aawTeTaTa-
yRmy. & 7 I geuEeEwEr fEatrg (2)

(R) TI9T qerwgIf:

% agF qaTaEAE gfaftg §9w wawEaE  fafradat
g awn

Jq gEawTAAag T e g (1) sfwwa (1)

dnfimed aftwm; fasingge awem u(R)

FATTY Ty ARRY AW T TR T | g TeeTT-
I | qEHIEAT garaeawTe gfafve, sawmEeawmEr fafada sfvn

I 3. | afs & wivar . qaweT gfy @ arn

e (1) wETERTTSY @EeT | SRR (1) sy
ST AT GaATETEnTE  rasae: 1

Td SEHIER qre woE. | § 99wl

() & S I . 5 FEEn: (P ) R @A I qar-
RpTqeaT @I | 9 A et (7)) arqefa 1 @ 7ol
g (— ) gaaTE T sreae |

(R) SITRRY T IR AT 0 SRR -
@ (1) s Sheey s, |

(3) = T FEWTATRIEAEATRE (1) 39 TREeRT &g
ARG | O Ferafaty. |

(¥) WA T T AEET gIWNERT T | T a_d
T (1) g wrfa sfaee |

(x) o7 gemfa =T gy s s gfr (1) &
ats (o) fr wdorran st wa | T Hafese )

(%)= . wEaTET. 7 FEbRTERl waf, w1 ag gRT-
fordr =fir e IR EEAT e O ATERrATE R A g

T VT. Omits gd%e VT, wmaeaa: wiaiwa:
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frearrg) T wefcr aefiwamay, g g
frfsaemafafa | afewe qefey fadwgawer, aw f& -
&g frfou 3 Pefomegm @) @ = Aafer &g (R)

q% TgHRT AT qIATEw qfq a0

s (1)

AT gregAfecdag v ¥ qfgH Sagaae 18

e @ wiEsmEr qrer aew(3) 2a

wra § gfg (1) 7o a1 FlReg o, w7 < it T widi-
fifir 1 7 7 TR ATAd (76 a7 | wadw R adwrn R
T a8 g (S e o

#T I .| @R (1) B Fron) w@r @ asd
s s gfagy. R 7 e waa gar R adae-
wmEfasy | o f§ 909 qEmeeq | gaTasaATa aag |
e AT gesafsty faesgmmaisat=ly 1 (3)

fF=2t (1)

uffdguaafafy w6 w3 qeaqT

i g e swwEr gma 7 wwu(y)

wrg ¥ gfe wfvdw  afidediadds s@a@eT 1 @ aq
WA gEwTAerE ey (P 7) s shewafi ) aeqaaaf

W I I | iR @t | wenq(1) a fg SRrese-
T wae A9 (1) War g4, YT QGETEr 50 ATg 1 T
e (? ) oafr ) qdw get A (¥)

ag agEr (1) wiedy  wfrdsatt dawmafafa | sooefafa ) @& 1

g

seaetor fg ara agueva fafradata waw (1)

Ferfeq weas Wi ARmeEe i (y)

TVT. Omuits

¥ In the Commentary of verse ¢—“sfas: sfagsiae-
fafy wef Wi aweda | o q= sfan swoEy g F w0 WL
qaalt 7 W) B VT, ufady: wfrdsiragaquas i
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afy sreE. qEWTIIeR WA fredafy e @ e
| qeEeT | Fe (1) worefy fg wwor gemETaey
i | N FEATTET A T (1) SRATY S @ -
ST AU ¥ Siwea (1 a@w) gEm s sfh
(7gw) | T (4)

(}) FATTRTS:

W ¥ qfE, AAFATHAAT AT FEAEAES AT
raad R wfvon

el cl

AT TR TAROACETR T

FpATTETST dsat e 1 €)

AEFNATRHRE Qo S SegFr. | a9 fg sow
(7)1 YR FEATATET AAET | QAR AT Sy S |
FIATATAT AT | AATATAATEAT (AT SARTHETEAT STRTTHTEATRT |
A gear. gETETAT R S (1) SwTHEETEeRE Jifg wEn-
T AT T @i (| THR)  ATEARTHIS T TTE 1o AT
AT T, 1(])

X . AT GEEHT g

(1) TR FAEATAN STTAT

T IgHT LA GENTET SR aH

fFsar=rq |

TS gAY qRiEeATaeTe A

goe wweawt(d) ey fafreie o (o) R

TR Tiaen (1) fadt® ey ot st e o 1 qerem (1)

VVT. ogemgmie ¥ VT. famaq YVT. In the
Commentary on the vetse {3=— o ITETAE TG 38 o

® VT. gaweat o
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Al femer dRt(n)ar, eumTSen, e, wAfe-
F SRATIATS A T G T9ET. SIS SARe
T SR Sfafaft s (?) sigwrer se-
TR yETae afean (7)) wfkfaiere g |
sMtEFE sed (7 ) T | gvmET  Sfod. weer fawmon?
fasvrer srfeearion (P ) wamar s fardhemmer et
FOAT IFETEaT. | faasion iy soeer wees EgRaET
Jy-shew seimeE  faeikee fefvrer TRom
FHITT. GRS Foeq. graea ar. fosaezaman. faewammmer
ey sagrar.t maw s faufaareer dwer s
w7 )awr sofommee wa(? ) A afcews
W TER Y HGT FrawasaT | SIE (1) = aEE-
wika sfveer fefer swe(:) s@m ok (?dy) sEg( )
s sfafT et fawa aaar swfossgsw aFd wew @
afFaTiee . . ... T 1 A1 HST AqENERN ATk a9y
sREtal WRETEE | g9 s g Saif(?fr) s
(s)wamarswerar i gfr GRWRE T@ TR e @ )Y

FaISFAETIERe e | feaerga 1| st (7F)

2k

qTAT YFATATEA | FTHIEITAT FTAT | ST S | ATe-

HYFRITATAT 2 TR | e (78 ) arorramsra: | S&TT 3 EET |

AT e | G G | s

TVT. ocamaenaimes  Welaumeigraeame wargersar-
qiaeq  aftramar: staen (7) fofa o wrwmmwEs  wRd o
T TR Jaam: S o fserm
fardrren statmaTat o @i 2 VL aftageraiags
fd o YoEE FWIREEE o yneeuRwaw qafiawen -
w0 e AUy AEETRATTE daed T o dEe
T (1) VT, wieqenss Sigr o olg: sedwar i o
s SrEer: SRATET: Al o s sfeTeg: Saestis: (7)
anfr: fawgifo  srfrrafoRmeTa: gud o
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THRAAHFIFI THEqATal g€ | qeatieg agFa | f @
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Coieiicinic el B caci iR T 04
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e | fearfesran(? o) difaarfes | sEnfuerlamTTa T |
TF IO (1) % TEATRIFAFTIA TAT 4 Tt g2 1(¢)

T agE fr wwTar. @awTar | ETERar R g (1)
i

() Fraegsed amaTaTd

s

afg = 7 WA EwE TRt e @ (1)

Ty WA A4 Amnlr fdegeeafa (R) Y

afs safom  w@ET WrETAT ST agrarsargn( )
YgdaTar. ) (R)

T agwr fr e g fr s T sfv(1) A o

TVT. awm

¥ AT T T o WARE AW fg o —ue  wfceTat

VT, aft wdmmioi frewmesft  foawaat e ax
frevm @ awfe 7 WA wenfifn fdegs il
wiawfea ) 7 AMEEE WERt EerEsta | EwaaET-
T



VOL.XXIII] =TT FEEATIAT JFAT [
(3) ghafae:
CIRCIELIRSEICIEIGEEIG]

frearad

ay faerR v 8 & @ = a7 e awm (1)

eRTET T @ qeatien @ gRRasE 1 20)

AT AW (—) AT ¥[EARF ARG Fearsheq T | g At
7 gerafa| @@ wREar e gator fag wisafnit 1 =
gt |

o qA: | T FEE! § @AET qifafriremie o 769-
gAY Y ¥ F Arafese () T A Fweqar (—) fa wtay w
gagaturfafa & T (20)

(&) GEEFITTIG

=T |

wa g iy Arfer vt Ay o e (1)

gez: ey aw: EwEe & awng(ee)

| ¥ gasde afwdy (7f)ad a1 aer i sy
iz gft oY gewr wfagy. el Araa) qaRe Aife wrEr -
fafer o wvraer iy s AmEd 1(22)

7 agw | 7 T wdwmer f e R sf (1)
= | yiaeTERe gavTETaaTE s aig

frsamrq®

g Afeq @ T ey wfafveay aursd

FaAad aaaT S frey gEe ) (%)

* In the Commentaty on vetse go—ufea 1s Omitted.
VT, g swbort fv: werwnaeang s fagr witwata )
AVT. asa SRR ¢ VT.
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YVT. *VT. sawt amg: 2 VT. Omits.
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