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FOREWORD

The Vikraminkibhyudaya is a historical Campii by King Some$vara
(12th century A.D.)of Kalyana in ancient Karaita, who is famous as the
author of the encyclopaedic work Manasollisa, already published in three
volumes in the Gaekwad’s Oriental Series. In Vikramankabhyudaya, the royal
author has described the life of his illustrious father; and though the work is
found incomplete in the only known palm-leaf manuscript at Patan ( N. Gujaras),
it has sufficient historical and literary importance to deserve publication. Mr.
Murari Lal Nagar, Sahityacirya, has edited it for the Gaekwad’s Oriental Series.

As Mr. Nagar was out of India when this work was due for publication, he
could not spare time for a detailed Introduction. So we have reproduced here
his Introductory paper about it, published in the Journal of the Oriental Insti-
tute, Vol. X, No. 4 ( June 1961).

I thank Messers J. S. Pade and B. L. Shanbhogue, Research Officers in the
Oricntal Institute, for rendering valuable help in sceing the Vikraminkabhyudaya
through the press.

1 also take this opportunity to thank the University Grants Commission
and the Government of Gujarat for jointly extending full financial aid towards
the publication of this work. ’

Baroda, . B. J. SANDESARA
February 18, 1966 Director



INTRODUCTION

The poem Vikramankabhyudaya belongs to a class of literary composition
in Sanskrit which is still rare. Until the middle of the last century, when there
was no historical poem as evidence, the modern Sanskritists, especially the
foreigners, thought that the Sanskrit literature totally lacked such works. They *
even went to the extent of declaring the Sanskrit literature as un-historical.
But, thanks to the great efforts of the Indologists, the search for Sanskrit Mss.
has revealed many valuable works, which have proved that India did not lack
historical poetry, and that Sanskrit poets were not averse to history.

Historical poems derive their value from the fact that a poet may be led
away from the facts by his flights of imagination, yet his composition reveals
many historical facts which serve as raw materials and which enable a historian
to recompose the past on a sound basis. Sanskrit historical poetry is doubly
valuable, since there are not many histories of India and a historiographer has
to base his researches on evidences like inscriptions and coins, etc. Thus any
new find in the field of Sanskrit historical poetry is most welcome.

The author of the Vikramankabhyudaya is already known to the Sanskrit
world as the composer of the great encyclopaedic work, entitled Manasollasa or
Abhilasitarthacintamani, published in the Gaekwad’s Oriental Series. King Some-
$vara Bhillokamalla, the author of both the Manasollasa and Vikramankabhyu-
daya was the son and successor of Calukya Vikramaditya VI of the Western
Calukya dynasty, who ruled his kingdom from Kalydna between 1076 to 1127
A.D. Someévara, who followed him, ruled between 1127 to 1136 A.D. Bilhana,
the Kéashmirian, composed his Vikramankadevacarita in praise of this Vikra-
manka and immortalised both his hero as well as his work.

Not satisfied by Bilhana’s work, as it were, Some$vara composed the
Vikramankabhyudaya in praise of his father, Vikramaditya VI, Some$vara be-
longed to a class of kings, who were blessed by the Goddess of Learning as well
as the Goddess of Wealth. On account of his great erudition, Some$§vara was
called Sarvajiiacakravari and his works justify this epithet.

The work Vikramankabhyudaya remained unpublished and, therefore, its
contents were unknown to the Sanskrit world. It existed only in a palm-leaf Ms.
belonging to the famous manuscript collection deposited in the Sanghavi Pada
Jain Bhandar at Patan in Gujarat. It belongs to the Laghuposalika branch of
the Tapagaccha. The work was first noticed by C. D. Dalal and is described on
pages 85-86 of the Patan Ms. Catalogue where it appeors as No. 120. (A Des-
criptive Catalogue of Manuscripts in the Jain Bhandaras at Pattan, compiled
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from the notes of the Late Mr. C. D. Dalal, with introduction, indices and
appendices by Lalchandra Bhagwandas Gandhi, in two volumes, Vol. 1 : Palm-
. leaf Mss, Baroda, Oriental Institute, 1937.)
The catalogue also reproduces the following colophon:
“End zfy mgrosiRRs ﬁm@marmmmﬁr@%mﬁﬁqﬁqﬁtﬁ%

AR RFEALAIAET AT A0 T49 IZE: |
) * The end is in the margins ”’,
Without having an opportunity to examine the Ms., T just reproduced this
" information in my Iatroduction to the Vikramdnkadevacarita (Banaras, 1045 ;
Princess of Wales Saraswati Bhavana Texts Series, No. 82) in the following
words :

TR FMmER @R (gdd)—RePE Resargregemifend SegEe
fagd 1 o af: @RgREARE( Y )I9ET FTAT, | 9 dered ansarhfy azer
Pemitaaes sfamg (3 co wfit) wedakaft | ot amigad A s
ARSI FA-aREd A\GA™ | RAT 1T304 9F:@749 9 7

It is a mistake to say that the end is in the margins. The colophon
occurs twice in the extant work—first on folio 12b, where the first wlldsa (jana-
padavarpana) ends, and secondly on folio 22b, where the second #l/dsa ( nagari-
varnana ) ends. Curiously enough, in both the places ‘‘ qtaaa@AFsias-
aﬁngé‘tqﬁq@. ” these epithets are written on the margin as insertions! These are

so important that their absence may lead one even to doubt whether the work
was composed by Calukya king Someévara 1II! But no king would write a
panegyric poem in praise of another king unless he was an ancestor or closely
related. The question still remains, why did the scribe omit the same phrase
in both the places? Oneis likely to conclude that the insertion is an addition —
an after-thought and not an omission by the scribe.

The work which remained unpublished so far is published here from only
one single Ms. deposited at Patan. Inquiries regarding the availability of an-
other Ms. throughout India resulted in disappointment. Patan Ms. is unique.
It was copied by a modern scribe in the year 1914 A.D. and the copy ( Ac. No.
6061 ) is kept in the Oriental Institute, Baroda. It is very defective and totally

useless.

The cxisting palm-leaf Ms. of Pitan runs to 8o leaves of 9" X 2" sizc.
There are four lines to a page. The time has taken its full toll on it. The
leaves which are brittle by nature, are broken in many places; some parts are
eaten away by insects ; while in other spaces the letters are rubbed against and
hence made illegible. It requires great perseverence, time and effort to deci-
pher the text and make sense out of nonsense, ’ ’
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In spite of all these defects the value of the work as a historical poem is
unquestionable. As shown above, its subject-matter is the same which appeal-

ed to the great Kashmirian poet Bilhana, 1. e. the life of king Tribhuvanamalla
of Kalyana.

The work begins with usual benedictory verses, some of them having long
lacunae due to the age of the Ms., thus making the meaning obscure. All
verses praise Lord Nardyana or his incarnations. The first ulldsa is devoted to
the description of the Karnata country, with all its traditional phases. Begin-
ning with the 2nd ullass, the poet describes the City of Kalyina, the capital
of the Calukya kingdom, with all usual embellishments. It isto be noted that
an ullasa ends with verses. The whole 2nd ullasa is devoted to nagarivarnana.

In that city of Kalyina, there livedt he great king Trailokyamalla
(Somegvara 1) who beautified it and made her the best of all. He came of a
dynasty, which was enriched by great kings beginning with Buddha and Puru-
ravas and ending in Ksemaka, who are weil-known in the Puranas. Thereafter,
59 kings ruled over the City of Ayodhya, having defeated their rivals of the
Solar dynasty. Then came the great king Satydsraya, whose name is still
associated with the Calukya dynasty, since it is called Satyasrayakula, All the
emblems and epithets, which were later adopted by the kings of this dynasty,
were acquired by this Satydsraya. Satyaéraya was blessed by Siva’s boon
with the name of Cilukya on the mountain Calukya. Thisis the origin of the
name of Calukya, according to poet Somesvaradeva.

The poet then gives lengthy genealogy of the dynasty, in which he
follows the Calukya inscriptions. The following kings are enumerated : Jaya-
simha; Ranariga; Pulake$in; Kirtivarman; Mangalarnava (Mangalisa);
Satyaséraya, who conquered in the battle king Sri Harsa, whose grandeur and
valour were praised by Bana: Edavari; Adityavarman ; Vikramiditya; Yud-
dhamalla; Vijayaditya, who conquered Sirhhala, Kafici, Vengi and Ganga-
patikd; Kokkuli; Vikramaditya; Kirtivarman; Bhimaparakrama; Kirti-
varman ; Tailapa ; Miirtivikramaditya ; Bhimadeva; and Aiyana. Iis son was
Vikramaditya, who married Bonthadevi, the daughter of Laksmana, the ruler
of Pariyatra country in Cedimandala.

Meanwhile, all lokapalas, the Goddess Earth, all masters of directions
(dikpatis) and all gods, assembled and went to Lord Nariyana, who was
resting in the Ocean of Milk. They informed him about their distress, upon
which Lord Nardiyana said: “I know the misdeeds of the wicked Rastrakita
demons. There is anarchy and lawlessness on the earth. The sacrifices are not
being performed. Therefore, I will be born of Bonthadevi, the wife of Calukya
Vikramaditya, and will give protection to you all.”
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Bonthadevi and Vikramaditya experience a divine dream: Lord Nara-
yana himself comes and sits on their lap. Tailapa is born. Some$vara
enumerates all his birudas and mentions all his exploits, which are traditionally
ascribed to him. He had three sons—Satyasraya, Desavarman and PulakeSin.
Of these Satyasraya succeeded to the throne.

Dasavarman had five sons, of whom Vikramaditya received the throne
from Satyasraya, as Satyaséraya might have had no issue. Then ruled Aiyana
for some days. Then his younger brother Jayasimha became the king. His
son was Ahavamalla, who was the overlord of the Kalyanapura, described
- above, _

Someévaradeva devotes long passages in describing the exploits of Ahava-
malla. Ahavamalla’s queen Vicalladevi receives full glorious treatment. He
ruled over his kingdom in a right and just manner. The king enjoyed happiness
and spent his leisure in various games and pastimes worthy of a great king.
These are described in great details by the poet.

A man, even a king, cannot be exclusively happy and not feeling a want!

The king was leading such a happy and prosperous life, yet once, while he was

asleep one night, his forefathers (manes) came to him in dream and told him

that although he had repaid his debts to gods and sages ( devas and rsis) by the

_study of the Vedas, fire sacrifices and donations, his debt towards them still

remained unpaid, because he had no son. From that very moment the peace of
mind of the king was lost and he felt miserable.

He had no pleasure. Nothing could appeal to him. He consulted his
ministers. They suggested the award of gifts and the worship of Siva as the
remedy. The king felt some relief and performed his daily routine. Here we
find a true picture of the daily life of a king. The description is quite detailed

and elaborate. )

Ahavamalla gives away sixteen great gifts (Sodase maha-danani). He
makes lavish offerings to Lord Siva. Siva is pleased. In the form of a hermit,
he appears before Ahavamalla in his dream and says: “O King, enough of
this penance. You will get a son soon. But you have worshipped the Lord
Siva with pride and pomp. Your son, therefore, will be full of rajus and tamas .

The king got awake. He was very unhappy. He was distressed at the
prospect of getting a wicked son. However, he restrains himself and decides to
go to Sriparvata and to perform a severe penance. The ceremony of his depar-
ture is then described in great detail ; the journey and the way to the mountain
receive full description ; the king reaches Sriparvata; the description of the flora
and fauna is attractive and lifelike. Finally the king and his companions reach
Tungabhadra, flowing at the foot of Sriparvata. Ahavamalla bathes and wor-
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ships Lord Brahme$vara. The army stays behind and the king ascends the
mountain. We get a very close view of Sriparvata and its environments. It is
inhabited by many sages. Higher up on the mountain, the king sees the source
of Tuiigabhadrd. The river is described in fancy and detail. He takes bath in
the Tungabhadra and has a sacred view of Lord Mallikirjuna. He pays tributes
to the God and takes a vow of worship and penance.

He performs severe penance. Siva is pleased. Ahavamalla receives a
boon. Siva tells him that he (Siva) has requested Lord Nariyana to appear
on earth in the home of Ahavamalla. In spite of having received such a divine
boon, the king still awaited another son, He won’t move. Siva gets displeased.
Angrily he says: O King, excess of anything is harmful. By excessive churn-
ing, even the Milk (Ocean ) gave birth to poison. You got the greatest boon.
Still your craving had no end. Well, you will get a third son, but he will be the
most wicked, just as your nature has been betrayed in its vicious form .

The king descends the mountain, takes along with him his army and reaches
his capital, where he receives royal welcome. He resumes his normal life. The
queen gets pregnant. Her vicious cravings foretell a wicked child. In a very
inauspicious moment a son is born to her. The king gets distressed. The child

receives unkind treatment from his father since its birth ! He is given a mean-
ingless name, '

The king continues to pine for the noble son promised by Lord Siva.
The queen gets pregnant again. She has pleasing, worthy and noble cravings,
which foretell a son befitting them. In a very auspicious moment a son is born.
He is Vikrama. All the desires of the king are ultimately fulfilled. The child’s
play revealed his best qualities. Ahavamalla performs all his ceremonies with
love, care and tenderness. He grows like a moon of the bright half. He
receives the sacred thread and is placed in charge of great teachers for study.
Ie soon masters all arts and sciences and gets trained to shoulder the great
responsibilities of governing the Calukya kingdom. At the age of sixteen, the
prince is designated as yuvardja, the heir-apparent. The father decides to send
his son for a digvijaya (conquering of all directions). Full preparations are
made. The army is made ready for the departure.

On the pre-decided day of the march, in a very auspicious moment, the
prince was given holy offerings and his forehead was adorned with curd, grass,
rice etc.

Here ends the Ms.

It is interesting to compare what the court-poet Bilhana wrote about his
patron with what the son and successor of the king wrote about his father.
Bilhana is a master-artist. His poetry is superb! He can easily be called one
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of the greatest poets in Sanskrit. Still he is blamed by some critics that he
did not conform to the historical facts.

Some$varadeva has less respect for history than even Bilhana. When
Bilhana composed his poem, Vikramaditya was still alive. It is true that his
patron had bestowed upon him great honour and riches and he had great
respect for his subject, yet he had to be restrained, because Vikramiditya was
after all a living human being! On the other hand, when Some$varadeva
wrote, Vikramdditya was removed from this world and was one of the divine
entities. He was above the eafth]y plane and had reached a status which was
above mortal, So the poet could exercise more liberty and freedom.

Bllhana’s work is poetry; that of Someévara is prose. Therefore, the
latter is more or less descriptive and detailed. Some$vara’s work shows tre-
mendous influence of Bilhana. In some passages the Abhywdayaz is only a
paraphrase of the Carifa. No wonder Bilhana influnenced Some$vara, if he
could influence even the great Kdshmirian historian Kalhana, the author of the
Rajatarangini. Mankha says in his Srikanthacarita :

diarAeERT F9ae FeafaReg |
EIRAAGFIGG I AHT 1)
AN A9 Rz |
RrzustRagmral Fariaasdi |
B FATHSTAATZFA
J FAFSTAT T AR 0
Nevertheless, Somes$varadeva gives us a better glimpse of the history of

the Cilukyas as well as the life of the hero. In some respects Somesvara sur-

passes even Bilhana. Unfortunately his available werk is incomplete. No one

knows how large it was!
According to Bilhana, Ahavamalla, the father of Vikramaditya, had no

son. Thercfore, he performed penance, Sarkara was pleased and gave him the

boon :

zi adan 2R A=l Gdw Ehore awEag

gerda: gfaat misdaaRamRy AR )

a1 sar 9% Safia: FeRTRd JEUg T |

RAMFIEaERTTaa AR BEeA I

Bilhana does not say why the second son { Vikrama ) would be most virtuous

and famous. Someévaradeva, on the other hand, gives us sound reasoning.
His delineation is logical and convincing. Ahavamalla had three sons—this is an
historical fact. Vikrama was the worthiest and most powerful of all. He had
to take arms against both of his brothers—the elder one as well as the younger
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one. Critics of Bilhana have blamed him that the poet is partial to his hero.
In their opinion, Bilhana’s delineation of characters is not trustworthy.

Someévaradeva follows Bilhana in deifying Vikramaditya and condemning
his two brothers, nay he even surpasses Bilhana in this respect.

Following the tradition, Bilhana makes Ahavamalla worship Siva who
favours him with the boon:

% gorIRifaTensa Al BawIg %54 a1 |
feaerTa @fy madafy: smzariEl wwhEe: |
34 @< l... A JAEMATG TTH:

Bilhana does not give any reason. He merely states—asserts. On the
other hand, Some$varadeva takes his readers through the path of logic and
reasoning. While Bilhana makes Ahavamalla feel the absence of a son all of
a sudden and makes him pine for him abruptly, Some$varadeva brings the
manes to Ahavamalla in his dream, who tell him that his debt to his ancestors
still remains unpaid :

aq: qarata agafa:. . fafeda, avemmagziiagsn a9 39 sa-
FAT | 9 GAWIAMEIEGM: |@TET: FhmmSsafi agmba fa @usiaia:,
AR TeNET AedATaammmnl Reagae o

Ahavamalla consults his ministers and as advised by them gives away
great gifts ( Sodasa-mahi-danani} very lavishly. IHe worships profusely Lord
Siva. God Siva is pleased. Ahavamalla is blessed with a boon:

TN QAT 1. T aAMRT —a, IR 7 T #Hae
qEREAgel wfal ) frg fMargfeRurmesEed IRIGeRaE s EE: AR
@A FIRAT WEQ! 99 @y qaifig @ Waastramarast  widafiae
fozd |

* One desiring celestial nectar cannot be quieted by few drips of a rivulet.
Ahavamalla journeys to Sriparvata and performs an arduous long penance.
Siva is pleased and grants him the best boon he could have ever aspired for:

aoa ww (Ra@) seEm e=dT &9 efiRaaliis A FHeEmnTaEr
sezAArE Rt | oeREfy 7 enTERAEeTRERal TR RRrREE
TATHIIA |

Vikrama had to take up arms against both of his brothers—elder as well
the younger. This is the greatest flaw in his life. It is difficult to say who is
to be blamed for these fraternal wars. Bilhana has been criticised and derided
upon by his critics. His defence of Vikrama is not agreeable to them. They
think Bilhana is not reliable when he puts all blame on Vikrama’s brothers and
paints Vikrama as paragon of virtues. Still Bilhana is more considerate and
restrained. '
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On the birth of Vikrama’s elder brother, Somadeva, Bilhana says:
FA qEdt FHDIAEAT YN GRS GEgAAN: |
ST dMikaAiEeEd: RAMRE R & o
g QIENTTRTC! TR NI LTS |
gaRG Q@ 3 gEIdEad: TEARNARATE N
There is no indication whatsoever that the Somadeva would turn out to be a
wicked brother. -
On the other hand, Someévaradeva tells his readers that Somadeva would
be a mean brother long before he was even born—@eafisfigerawast arft 1—
When the queen becomes expectant, she feels cravings which foretell the
viciousness of Somadeva. After enumerating many unworthy cravings, the
poet says:
W o qEEIERfS 2 Qi@ EATaE @A s9d QEEIAHIERT
RIS freameadr |
Bilhana’s Vikrama is considerate, wise and dynamic. His father wants
to make him the heir-apparent, overlooking the claims of the eldest sox. Both
have long argument. Ultimately, Vikrama prevails upon his father. Somadeva
is made the ywvaraja. Bilhana’s Vikrama says:

Jrafat Tsawesdg S8 AARiEg TSI |
FHSAEFFARTAE ga: IRIRATgEEi@ b 3. 3%
- . * * *
genfifaadani: war g #@Fgad = |
IFRATARARA: § AAUTIITEAT 0 3. 44 1
Some$varadeva does not even care to suggest the possibility of making the
eldest son yuvardja. He simply states:
T T R T FFIRANTTE R STRFEG TR AR 57 T
Fack( fmd ) datsaaatufne
This is fragrant violation of historical truth. Someévara II did rule the
kingdom of the Calukyas from 1068 to 1076 A.D., between his father and his
younger brother. He must have been designated yuvardja at the appropriate

time and age. By overlooking this fact,.the poet Sumadeva merely shows his
disrespect for history and preference for poetic flights of imagination |

Someévaradeva’s composition is simple and attractive. His work is adorn-
ed with various figures of speech, yet they can be easily understood and
enjoyed. On the whole, Someévaradeva stands out as a remarkable poet and
historiographer and his work deserved to be recovered from oblivion.

N .

MuraRr LAL NAGAR
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