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Facsimilie pages of Prithvichandra’s “Vyavahara Prakasa”







INTRODUCTION

The Work

Dharma-tattwa-Kalanidhi (which is also called Prithvichandrodaya) of King
Prithvichandra is a learned and extensive digest or encyclopaedia like Viramitrodaya,
Bhagawanta-Bhaskara and such other works on Dharmashastra. Regarding this
Dharma-tattwa-Kalanidhi, Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. P. V. Kane gives the follow-
ing note at p. 566 of his History of Dharmashastra, Vol I.

“qrqeaFerafa by qedta® Son of ATHem. His fawas are sfesaayam,
qeRgee; divided into ten saTars, 7th being on amsite. Baroda O. I. No. 4006.°

The author of Dharma-tattwa-Kalanidhi, Prithvichandra is frequently quoted
with respect and approval by a number of Dharmasastra authors. He is quoted
in Todarananda Vivaha Saukhya, by Sankara-Bhatta in Dwaita Nirnaya, by
Nilakantha Bhatta in his Achara, Samaya and Sraddha Mayukhas, in Vira-
mitrodaya, in Smriti Kaustubha, in the Nirnaya Sindhu of Kamalakara-Bhatta
(where he is quoted hundreds of time, practically on every second or third page),
and also in Balambhatti.

This voluminous digest of Dharma-tattwa-Kalanidhi is divided into several
Prakasas, each 9&Tar sub-divided into several Ullasas.

Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. P. V. Kane recommended me a few years back that T
should take up the work of editing the Vyavahara Prakasa which is one of the
Prakasas of this learned digest Dharma-tattwa-Kalanidhi of Prithvichandra. It
was decided to secure the manuscript of this learned treatise on Hindu Law and
have it printed and published by the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan.

Manuscripts of Dharma-tattwa-Kalanidhi

Even though this great and voluminous digest Dharma-tattwa-Kalanidhi in
its different Prakasas has been frequently quoted as authority by numerous
standard works, none of the several Prakasas of this work are so far printed
and published. After it was decided to get the Vyavahara Prakasa of this
digest of Prithvichandra printed and published by the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,
a regular search of the manuscripts of the different Prakasas of this digest
was made. It was found that the Anup Sanskrit Library of the Maharaja of
Bikaner contained the manuscripts of the Vyavahara-Prakasa, the Vrata Prakasa
and the Samaya Prakasa being Manuscripts Nos. 2422, 2423 and 2424 of the
printed catalogue of the Anup Sanskrit Library. The manuscript of the
Sraddha Prakasa is available in the Library of the University of Bombay and it is
part the collection of manuscripts presented to the University by the late Sri
Ichchharam Suryaram Desai. Manuscript of the Asaucha Prakasa is available in
the Baroda Oriental Institute Library, being MS No. 4006. Manuscript of the
Grihastha Prakasa is found in the Saraswati Bhavan Library of Varanasi and the
Achara Prakasa manuscript is available in the Adyar Library, Madras.
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Tt would be seen that out of the different Prakasas of this digest Dharma-tattwa-
Kalanidhi, only Prakasas on Vyavahara, Vrata, Samaya, Asaucha, Sraddha, Gri-
hastha and Achara i.e. in all seven Prakasas only are available in manuscript form
and the remaining Prakasas—perhaps three or even more— seem to have been lost.

In 1953, I had published some portion of the Grihastha Prakasa of Prithvi-
chandra with its English translation on the subject of Nullity of Marriage in Hindu
Law which subject had attracted much attention after the learned decision of late Mr.
Justice Tendolkar in A.V.B. (54 Bombay Law Reporter p. 725). As the said case
was argued by me and as Dr. J. D. M. Derrett of the University of London con-
tributed an article on the subject in 54 Bombay Law Reporter Journal p. 115, 1
published the said text and translation of Grihastha Prakasa of Prithvichandra on
the subject of Nullity in Marriage in 55 Bombay Law Reporter Journal pp.25ff. The
discussion goes under the title of ‘“Kanya-danadau-Punar-Aharanadi-Nirnayah.”

Recently Miss Jaswanti H. Shroff, a student of the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,
submitted a thesis for her Ph.D. degree of the University of Bombay on Sraddha
Prakasa of Prithvichandra based on the manuscript of that Prakasa available in
the Library of the University of Bombay and the thesis has been accepted.

While 1 was editing the Vyavahara Prakasa of Prithvichandra, I had also an
occasion to lend some portion of its manuscript and information, for use by a
student working for his Ph. D. degree under Dr. J. D. M. Derrett in the University
of London.

As a matter of fact, all the available Prakasas survive, every on of them, in
single monuscripts only. So far, the Anup Sanskrit Library manuscript is the only
available manuscript on Vyavahara Prakasa of Prithvichandra. It is 2 complete
manuscript, written in excellent hand. The Asaucha Prakasa manuscript in
Baroda consisting of 44 folios has folios Nos. 27, 37 and 36 missing. The Sraddha
Prakasha in the Library of the Bombay University consists of 266 folios and is divi-
ded into 24 Ullasas. The Grihastha Prakasa manuscript in the Saraswati Bhavan
Library has 209 leaves out of which leaves 1 to 15, 24, 24 to 34, 49, 59 to 60, 80 to
92, 100 to 117, 150, 164, 170, 172 to 174, 176, 196, 201, 202 and 205 are missing.

Vyavahara Prakasa Manuscript

The Anup Library Manuscript of Vyavahara Prakasa has 299 leaves with
written material on both sides of the leaves. Each leaf is 124" x 5" and there are 2
more leaves on which is given an incomplete Index. Each side of the leaf has about
45 letters and 11 lines. At the end of the work the scribe, by name. Srivastavya
Kayastha Palana (?) of the good city of Sehunda says that he wrote out this manus-
cript in Samvat year 1530 i.e. 1474 A.D. on the 15th of the bright half of the month
of Falguna, Wednesday, in Hasta Nakshtra when Maharajadhiraja Prithvichandra-
deva was reigning and when he was alive at the time.

"HET {430 TG wIeA gie LY FEAER g AT (7)) eﬁ A agEry (? ) W
mﬁtrzmaﬁmw sﬁs'r’r(?cr)w"lazéa'crw Tfer#TS T Y aTRTeT FEET I
(?) g (?) Fagmafy (Pfar)”
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Regarding the length of this work, the verse given on the last page of the
manuscript says:

AT qeragartag | fow (7 @ ) amgfus wwagaaas e

1.e. this work contains the verse-length of 9300 Anushtubh Verses.

Date of the Author

Prithvichandra, the author of Dharma-tattwa-Kalanidhi, quotes the different
parts of Kritya Kalpataru of Lakshmidhara who flourished between 1100 to 1150
A.D. and who is the famous author of that huge digest which exercised great influ-
ence over the early Mithila and Bengal writers. Prithvichandra also quotes from
Chandeswara, the author of Smriti Ratnakara, who is even now an authority in the
Mithila school of Hindu Law. The literary activities of Chandeswara lie between
1314 to 1370. Prithvichandra also quotes from Madhava, the famous author of
Parasara-Madhaviya, who founded the Vijaynagar city in 1335 A.D. and whose
literary activities lie between 1330 to 1385 A.D. Prithvichandra has quoted, in his
Sraddha Prakasa, Hemadri at five places (in Ullasas and verses respectively 10-203,
15-72, 15-73, 15-78, and 22-69). Strangely enough, the text of Hemadri on Sraddha’
being Chaturvarga Chintamani Parisesha Khanda, Vol. III, Part I published in the
Bibliothica Indica series at Calcutta at pages 161 and 162 contain quotations from the
Sraddha Prakasa of Prithvichandra which are found in the manuscript of the Bombay
University Library. One verse quoted by Hemadri at p. 161 is quoted as “Prithvi-
chandrodaye Skande” and then the verse ‘Tfetomyaw 2w drufs) = Trg\sr art
WESTAIGEGR =@ FA FaTa: 1 sfd” is given. On p. 162 Hemadri again quotes
"Prlthwchandrodaye Skande” and then reproduces the Skandapurana Verse in
Prithvichandra: “fAass@sdds a9 RIAGSAH | IO RgAaT IfersiA g F1eFH1 1l
FIreEEFar A argsate afaa: 1"

Now Hemadri, the great polymath and a profound scholar wrote his Chatur-
varga-Chintamani in 1270 A.D. In the printed text, it appears that Hemadri
quotes from Prithvichandra and therefore at one time Dr. Kane placed Prith-
vichandra in about 1250 to 1300 A.D. But as Prithwichandra quotes Lakshmidhara
Chandeswara, Hemadri and Madhava, it is clear that he flourished after Hemadri
and that the explanation about the quotations by Hemadri from Prithvichandra
would be that the scribe jotted down some quotations from Prithvichandra in the
margin of his manuscript and later on they came to be considered as part of the text
of Hemadri. This explanation is also now endorsed by Mahamahopadhyaya Dr.
P. V. Kane. Thus from the different authors quoted by Prithvichandra, he is
definitely later than the 14th century. The scribe of his Vyavahara Prakasa says
that he wrote out this work in 1474 A.D. and that king Prithvichandra was
reigning at that time (Shri PrithvichandradevaRajye Tasmin Kale Vartamane).
If we interpret the scribe in the manner stated, then Prithvichandra flourished from
about 1450 to 1500 A.D. and that appears to be his date as it also tallies with the
dates of the authors quoted by him and the authors quoting him in turn.
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The Author

Information about the author King Prithvichandra can be collected from the
opening verse of the book and the colophon at the end of every Ullasa. The first
verse of Vyavahara Prakasa reads :(—

fagfra: ag wgixares aurefaars: @g
InEEfaafsa: F990 9 TREH Fd |
AT aa=T: fefnEt srremeE:

g AEA AU szt Tt aesad |

“King Prithvichandra now expounds the principles of Vyavahara for the delight
of good people. He does the work of citizens and feels satisfied; he daily does the
court work personally in association with learned Brahmins and the Judge. Heis
free from avarice and anger. He discriminates between and discusses the Dharma
and Adharma. He initiates as a teacher other rulers in the path of righteousness.”

The colophon at the end of every Ullasa reads as under :—

T AmegrresTETss-saTesTe— A e o - e ey -
EEEELEORUINNEEE DL LR RUL I e fegrotag—sanftrafaraashifaasmmmri=-
m-qaaﬁﬂ%aﬁtﬁ% THATIFSIAa  AgIaaa  HagraR Fagri-
Wwﬁwa-maﬁwamﬁ:ﬁﬁwm TIq  FeaTd: It

“This is the first Ullasa of Vyavahara Prakasa which is a part of the Maha-
nibandha (encyclopaedic digest) called Dharma-tatiwa-Kalanidhi. This Ullasa
deals with Vyavahara, its nature and varieties, those who decide Vyavahara, the
Judge, the assembly, members of the assembly etc. This great digest is composed
by the famous Maharajadhiraja Prithvichandradeva who is illustrious with a series
of personal titles. They are—the illustrious, Indra on this earth, Son of Sr
Nagamalla, always engaged in fulfilling even the most difficult of vows, having the
glory of Karna (of Mahabharata time) in this Kali age, who has been resorted to
for shelter by the king of Ceylon, who is like an iron cage for (rival) rulers, who is
a great devotee of God Vishnu and who is like a lion to his enemies who can be
compared with elephants.”

On the last leaf of the manuscript of Vyavahara Prakasa quoted earlier, the
scribe whose name is Sri Vastavya Kayastha says that he wrote out this werk on the
15th of the bright half of Falguna in Hasta Nakshatra on Wednesday in Samat year
1530 (i.e. 1474 A.D.) in the good city Sri Sehunda when Sri Prithvichandradeva
was reigning at that time (Jediarzeasd afErEe FAATT).

The scribe wrote out the work in the city of Sehunda in 1474 A.D. when at that
time king Prithvichandra was reigning. In all probability this work was written
out by the scribe when the scribe and the author were contemporaries. Sehunda
is now a Taluka town in Bundelkhand and was part of the native state of Datia.
We can also take that the ruler Prithvichandra also ruled over Bundelkhand or a
portion of it and that Sehunda was perhaps a part of his Kingdom. Scribes are
available everywhere. For that one need not go to distant places. Thus it appears
that the work of writing out of this manuscript which is written out in excellent hand
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by the scribe was done at the specific order of or under the direction and perhaps
even supervision of the author himself. The author was a king; perhaps of Bundel-
khand or a part of it; he was the son of Nagamalla, He appears to be illustrious
if we judge him from the different titles. He was a devotee of Vishnu. Most
probably he flourished from 1450 to 1500 A.D. and the work was composed in
about 1474 A.D.

King Prithvichandra appears to be highly learned. He says that he daily
disposed of law suits personally in company of the Judge and the learned Brahmins.
He was judicious, just, discriminating, fully understood rights and obligations, was
above anger and greed.

Sehunda and Mahoba were flourishing cities in Bundelkhand. *King Medi-
nimal ruled over that area in S.Y. 1451. The father of Prithvichandra is called
Nagamalla—it has also an affinity with the name of Medinimal which also ends in
Malla. In the name Medinimnl, we have a synonym of Prithvi of Prithvichandra
and the ending in Malla as in Prithvichandra’s father’s name Nagamalla. We
are told that Medinimal was known by other names also e. g. Madanapal.

Bundelkhand has been known by different names+Dasarpa, Vajra, Jejaka-
bhukti, Jujhauti, Jujharkhand and Vindhyelkhand. The name Bundelkhand has
come from Vindhyelkhand. One of its names, noted above is Vajra. - Now Prithvi-
chandra has one title called ‘“‘Raja-Vajra-Panjara”. It may mean that he impri-
soned rival kings in the jail of Vajra or Bundelkhand, and here Vajra has two
senses: (i) Bundelkhand, (ii) the prison was as strong as Vajra.

This shows that he ruled over Bundelkhand or a part of it.

This king has composed cither himself or with the assistance of court pandits the
huge and learned digest of Dharma-tatiwa-Kalanidhi. Seven of its Prakasas have
been !indentified. Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. P. V. Kane says it has 10 Prakasas
and the Asaucha Prakasa is the 7th. But in Vyavahara Prakasa it is stated that.
the Vyavahara Prakasa was the 7th Prakasa:

‘TR TeEE aRaTEaRSTg - 113 IR RIS TIansar: FARHAT |
qAFEA CRTAFARIATGAT N3N FIAEeRT] [qaea go==a: 1|

Perhaps this digest had 16 Prakasas as its name is Kalanidhi or the moon which
has 16 digits. Another digest in the area of Bundelkhand by Nilkantha Bhatta is
called Bhagawanta-Bhaskara and has 12 Mayukhas—because the number 12 is
associated with the Sun (Bhaskara)as seen in “Dwadasa Adityah.”” Apart from the
seven prakasas noted above, all other prakasas, whether 3 or more, are now lost.

The name of the ruler is Prithvichandra and therefore he has named his work
as Dharma-tattwa-Kalanidhi. Standard authors have quoted from its different Pra-
kasas and the author’s work is referred to as Prithvichandrodaya which was its other
name. Now in this very area of Bundelkhand, Mitra-Misra wrote the great en-
cyclopaedic digest called Viramitrodaya at a later date; in that case Virasimha

*Gorelal Tiwari’s Bundelkhandka Sankshipta Itihasa P. 123.--1bid p. 3.
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was the patron king and Mitramisra was the pandit author; the name of that work
Vira-mitrodaya (commemorating both the patron and the author by associating the
names of both in part to the work) is in imitation of this earlier work in the same
region called Prithvichandrodaya.

Thus three big and learmed digests—Prithvichandrodaya of Prithvichandra
(1450 to 1500 A.D.), Bhagwanta Bhaskara of Nilakantha Bhatta (1610 to 1650 A.D.)
and Viramitrodaya of Mitramisra (1600 to 1650 A.D.) were composed one after
the other in the region of Bundelkhand. It was on age of encyclopaedic digests and
the composition of such huge treatises in several volumes was very popular among
the learned class. The latter two were definitely composed in Bundelkhand and
our work was also composed there, as all available material lead to that conclusion.
Apart from this information we are not at present in a position to know anything
more about this learned and illustrious Royal Author.

Vyavahara Prakasa of Prithvichandra

The present work Vyavahara Prakasa, being the 7th book of Dharma-tattwa-
Kalanidhi, is divided into 14 Ullasas. It has the verse length of 9300 Anushtubh
verses, though it is both in prose and quotations in verses. It deals with the subject
of Vyavahara in all its details and contains the law of civil and criminal procedure,
law of evidence, the different Vyavahara Padas and the substantial Civil and Criminal
law including law of inheritance, partition etc. The 14 Ullasas are as under :(—

~ ~

4 QIfeT-ATeTE - AT T G T AT g oT- AT e < F e oTH |
5 feanfafrearg |

6 frorarfafreyory |

7 HORIE IR |

From verses 2 to 30}, the author has given in detail the different subjects he has
dealt with in this book.

It will appear from the index of the author that he deals with all legal actions,
their nature and varieties; the duties of the Judge and members of the assembly; the
gradation of authorities like Smriti etc. ; arrest of the wrong-doer; the plaint, written
statement, the law of evidence, documentary evidence, possession, witnesses, ordeals,
oaths, judgment, appeal, revision, law of debts, pledge, sureties, debtors, repayment,
deposits, sale by a person other than the rightful owner, partnership, resumption of
gifts, failure to render service after having contracted to serve, non-payment of
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wages, disputes between the owner and the person engaged to take care, breach of
contract, rescission of purchase and sale, disputes about boundaries, slander libel and
defamation, assault and violence, theft, murder, kidnapping, rape, duties of husband
and wife, maintenance, duties of women, Niyoga, Dayabhaga—inheritence and
partition, stridhana, varieties of sons, gambling, beting on animals and several
other miscellaneous topics.

Vyavahara-Prakasa of Prithwichandra is thus a complete treatise on Hindu
Law as was administered in North India in the 15th century. It follows the Mita-
kshara school of law. It takes up a topic, collects all the Smriti and Dharma-
sutra texts on that, arranges them properly, makes out an Eka-Vakyata and dis-
cusses the subject in a lucid manner; even though there are some Purvamimamsa
rules here and there, the work is not made difficult by over-burdening it with diffi-
cult and complicated discussions of a technical nature. In this respect the later
digest Viramitrodaya is comparatively more difficult on account of such frequent
discussions. The chief merits of Prithvichandra’s work are its brevity, conciseness,
lucidity, complete treatment of subjects, topical arrangement and avoiding un-
necessary discussions of a technical nature, The different Prakasas of Dharma-
tattwa Kalanidhi have been held in great respect and quoted with approval as
authority by standard authors on Dharmasastra. The fact that the manuscripts of
the seven prakasas which are available today are found from places far removed
from one another like Bikaner, Baroda, Varanasi, Bombay and Madras shows that
the work had an all India reputation and its copies had reached different centres of
learning in this vast land of Bharat.

This part consists of 10 out of 14 Ullasas of Vyavahara Prakasa. The remaining
Ullasas with critical notes are in the press.

I take this opportunity to express my thanks to the Kulapati of Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan Dr. K. M. Munshi for having secured for me the manuscript from
Bikaner’s Anup Sanskrit Library and taking it up for publication by the Bhavan;
and to Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. P. V. Kane for having recommended me to
take up the critical edition of this work. I also thank the Nirnay Sagar Press for
the neat execution and Sri N. R. Acharya for having assisted me in the preparation
of the Index.

Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan
Chaupatty, Bombay-7
August 16, 1962 J

JAYANTKRISHNA HARIKRISHNA DAVE
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