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PREFACE

Vyomavati, one of the earliest known commentaries on
Prasastapada’s Padarthadharmasamgraha, a work which is
usually called a Bhasya on the Vaidesika-siitizs of Kanada
but which may be fairly viewed as an original contribution
to the Vaidesika system of Indian philosophy, was edited
for the first time by Mahamahopadhyaya Gopinath Kaviraj
and Pandit Dhundhiraj $astrin and published in the Chowkha-
mba Sanskrit Series in 1930.

is a pity that the name and identity as well as the age
of the author are yet to be determined. It goes without saying
that this commentary excels all other commentaries on
Prasastapada’s work by reason of its clarity of exposition.
It is interesting to note that the commentator refers to a
number of Vaidesika-siitras that cannot be traced in the extant
texts  commented upon by Candrinanda, Vadindra,
Satikara Misra and others. There are a few cases wheic he
introduces the views of others which are unmistakably running
commentaries on the Bhagsya, a fact that suggessts that there
have been some more commentators before him whose names
and complete works are lost to posterity. In the section on
Earth he mentions a hitherto unknown sitra in support of
citraripa. Though we know that other commentators are in
agreement with him with regard to the identity of the afore-



[ 5]
said concept, yet not any one of them has succeeded in citing
any corroborative statement from the text of Kanada. It is he
alone who quotes the following text in support of ciizariipa
sifasyfa &ed qrifraargwi fadmgummessEg (p. 63, 1.20). He
also quotes quite a number of stitras that are not traceable in
any one of the direct commentaries on the Vaidesika-sutras (sece,
Appendix I). This fact lends support to the view that Vyoma-
giva has had an acquaintance with an older version of the
sitras of Kanada not known even to Candrananda, the oldest
commentator known to us in the present state of our informa-
tion. It is also worthy of notice that Vyomadiva does not
follow the Sttrakara in his enumeration of pramanas ( e. g

D0
pratyaksa, anumana and sabda ).

In the course of his criticism of the Sankhya system
Vyomasiva quotes the views of Vindhyavasin and Asuri and
not of Tévarakrsna, the author of the Sankhyakarika. No other
commentator on Prasastapada-bhasya except Vyomasdiva
seems to be so much well acquainted with the works of
Dharmakirti. He quotes from the Hetubindu of Dharmakirti
and refers to his view regarding praty@mmiya or upanaya.
Vyomadiva does not refer to or refute the view of Sankara-
carya, the great exponent of Monistic Vedanta. It is only

likely that he is pre-Sankara.

In his introduction to the first edition of Vyomavati,
Pandit D. Sastrin identifies Vyomadiva with Sivaditva "iidra,
author of the Saptapadarthi ( p.5). He seems to have depend-
ed on the views of Pandit Nilakantha Sastrin, editor of the
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Sivadvaita-darpana ( published in Belgaon in 1928 ), a work
belonging to the Viradaiva school of South India. In
the said work one finds a table of the ascetics of the
Sajva school founded by Vasava in or about 1200 A. D. in
Karnataka. It is mentioned therein that the author of the
Saptapadirthi is i%‘ivaditya éivac&zya which was his name be-
fore initiation. He is the author of the Saptapadarthi ( Laksa-
namala ) in Vaidesika philosophy and Saktisandoha in Vira-
saiva philosophy. After initiation he came to be called Vyo-
masivacarya by his Guru, Siddhacaitanya éivacérya. Vyoma-
vati happens to be his work of the time when he entered the
fourth stage of his life. The aforesaid identification is based on
the colophon of a single manuscript preserved in a library in
Bombay where it is mentioned that the name of the author
is Vyomasiva. It may be noted that in other manuseripts the
name of the author is mentioned as Sivaditya. It is believed
that the names, Sivaditya and Vyomadiva, refer to one
identical person ( see, Introduction to Saptapadarthi, Viziana-
gram Sanskrit Series, Benares ).

In our opinion this identification is not, however,
confirmed by the findings of a comparaiive study of the two
works. The views stated therein on identical problems are
divergent. For illustrations we may quote a few only :

In Saptapadarthi In Vyomavati
¢ fem  uwmrEwnifaen fewm enfawn
amard afaun amd fglaas
. w9 geafagq . TORAFIRITH

* gagaiRe famean . wardaTE e Esragenat
gaEat fascan
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a. sgatateafaa 4. srgfatatziaar
&. fog Brifwan fog fzfagw

N

. FERTHTAT T ©. ZEFIATET: 9
c. sarer fgfaun o, el fafaag

2. FremmmsRagsdnaniE- 2, aeEErafERgenaTReEay-
O TA G AT T AiaT otatsgay

From even a cursory glance at the above it would
appear that such conflicting views on the same topics could
not have come from the pen of a single person and the
identily of the authors can hardly be established.

It seems more likely that Vyomasdiva was the fifth
spiritual successor of Purandara Guru alias Mattamayiiranatha,
the founder of two mathas, one at Mattamayirapura, probably
identical with Ma-yu-lo referred to by I-t’sing as in the
neighbourhood of present Faridviara and the other at
Ranipadra to be identified probably with the original site of
the Ranode inscription in Gwalior State (see, J. A S.B.Vol
XVI, p. 1080 and Pracinalekhamala, Nirnayasagara, Vol.
1L, 156 ).

In this inscription we find one Vyomadiva well-versed
in almost all the systems of Indian philosophy-sara—&3fas,
Hratat. &g, 5. aien and =rafs. The inscription runs thus :

fagray w@w ow faudl rdisaary gf-
At & monfaeg wwgsm wed At st |

aieusaeanfa: causy e Sarad qgye-
2t gewa fedfay fom: o @i a6t o
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A study of the Vyomavati also confirms the above
eulogics in regard to the versatile scholarship of Vyomasiva.
He refers to his Guru more than once ( p. 20, 1. 14, p.108,
L6, p 55, .10 p.143, 1.26). The inscription also says that
Hrdayeda is his Guru and he, being a versatile scholar, is
described as srvaeaitmeneafaasala.

As stated in this inscription, Avanti invited Purandara,
an ascetic residing in Kadambaguha to establish two #mathas,
one in “attamaylrapura and the other in Ranipadra. The

genealogical table shown there is as follows :

1. Kadambaguhadhivasin
2. Terambipala (the Chief of Sankhamathika)
3. Amardakatirthanitha

4. Purandara Guru whom Avanti invited to establish
two mathas in his state)

W

. Sadasiva (disciple of Purandara)

[@))

. Hrdayesa (disciple of Sadadiva and Gura of Vyoma-
siva )

If this Avantiis held to be identical with the Maukhari
King of the same name, he was the son and successor of
Tdanavarman., Avant’s accession to the throne took place about
565 A.D. As Vyomasiva was the fifth in succession io
Purandara, most probably a senior contemporary of Avant,
he may be placed 60-80 years after the establishment of the
mathas by Purandara, which may be roughly taken as 625-640
A.D. The confirmation of the above date of Vyomasiva is
also possible in the light of other data.
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Vyomadiva mentions Kadambari as an incomplete
work (p.13, 1.10) which helps us in putting Vyomasiva after the
demise or retirement from the domestic life of Banabhatta
who was most probably an older contemporary to Sriharsa
(606-645 A. D.). Moreover, the two sentences in Vyomavati
g Fagew and eligwen fRmwecawwels (p 136, 11315)
point probably to the fact that he is a younger contemporary

of Banabhatta or $riharsa or both. Earlier authors mentioned
in Vyomavati are Vyasa, Nagarjuna, Kuwmarila, Prabhakara,
Dharmakirti, Bhartrhari, Uddyotakara, Bana, Kalidasa and
Canakya.

We also know that the definition of mokse as quoted and
refuted by Mandana and Akalanka, is found in Vyomavati.
Both these authors belong to the end of the 8th and the
beginning of the 9th century AD. respectively., Vyomasdiva
may, therefore, be safely placed about the second half
of the 7th cenrury A.D.

About the place where Vyomasiva lived we have no
definite information. But, it is presumed that he has never
visited the Deccan, the place of origin of the Viradaiva sect.
So, he may not be connected with Kafici as claimed by the
Viradaiva traditions. A study of Vyomavati reveals that the
author defines the cardinal direction of the south asweaTgaad
femwdirs gy afaafe swagre (p.133,1.9). That is the direc-
tion of the south to which the sun comes in the mid-day. This
natural phenomenon occurs only in the countries beyond the

Tropic of Cancer which lies in or about 24] degrees of
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Nosthern latitude. The definition shows that Vyomasiva may

not have seen the sun passing through the Zenith.

It may be further stated that the places referred to in
Vyomavati are also situated in North-west India, He refers to
Kedaragiri. He says : sarcfrivadgat sassmasgmentqom-
FAAR (p.527,Ist edition). The pilgrim standing at the »ite may
describe such natural phenomena and infer the fall of a thunder-

bolt when he hears the sound of the splashing ripples of
the Mandakini descending from the height and mending its
course next to the trek of the travellers. Again. Paficapura
(p-624, Ist ed.) and Panyapura (p 683 Ist ed.) mentioned by him
are not traceable in modern maps. But, the town called
Paiijagoda situated on the bank of river Pafijakora, a tribu-
tory of the river Swat, may be identified with Paficapura.
This is situated on one of the southern slopes of the Hindukush
mountain. The original name of the place was probably

Paficakarpata as Mr. De in his Dictionary of Ancient Indian
Geographical Terms thinks.

Moreover, Pradastapada’s word v@htkz has been
explained by Vyomaiiva as fgs® (p.547, Ist ed.) which may be
a scribal mistake for fgza®, for 8w bears no meaning. So, if
we read f§8F as B¥es then it would mean a person  from
Herat. This also may suggest that the dwelling place of
Vyomasdiva was in North or North-western India. Sridhara in
Nyaya-kandali has e plained the word @Eiwea  as
TIMENGTH  which is not confirmed by the existing
dictionarics. According to dictionaries 1§ means a person



[ viii ]

from the Punjab. If this 1gts stands for ATFIF then it means
modern Balkh, which is a country beyond Kashmir.

From the verse fagrag ®3w gw ete. quoted above it
seems that Vyomasdivacirya was in all probability a saint
scholar of the Siddhinta Saiva school, which was widely
prevalent in that age. All the Acaryas of this school like
Aghora—éivécérya, Sadyojyoti Sivacarya, Umapati éivécérya
etc. had the title of Sivicarya. This school also had its centres
of culture both in Northern as well as Southern India. King
Bhoja of Dhara was an authoritative writer on the Siddhanta
Saiva and such other schools. His work has already appeared
in print in two editions, one from Trivandrum and the other

from Devakot.

Gaurinath Sastri
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